Deuteronomy Ch. 16

Verse 18

“Appoint judges and officers within all your gates,
which YHWH your Elohim is giving you, according to
your tribes. And they shall judge the people with
righteous right-ruling.”

PaRDeS

Peshat: Moshe commands Yisrael to establish judges
and officers throughout their communities so that
justice is administered according to righteousness.

Remez: The “gates” can hint at the entrances through
which influences enter our lives—our eyes, ears,
mouth, and thoughts. These gates also require
discernment and discipline.

Drash: Torah justice begins not merely with laws but
with trustworthy people capable of applying them
without favoritism. A righteous society requires
righteous judgment.

Sod: The command to establish judges “in all your

gates” points inward: a person must establish Torah as

the judge at the gateways of the heart and mind,
examining what is allowed to enter and what is
permitted to emerge.

Energetic Flow

Gate - Discernment - Judgment -» Righteousness -

Shalom

What enters the gate must first pass through
discernment. Proper discernment produces righteous
judgment, and righteous judgment establishes order
and shalom.

Meaning
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Torah does not envision holiness only in the sanctuary. E&t= ASgS g4 0|2t oHdS
Holiness must enter the courts, city gates, leadership =
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Mussar
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Before judging others, establish a judge at your own
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Spiritual discipline means learning to pause at the gate
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and ask: “Is this consistent with the Torah of YHWH?” Fell <] Feor X2t l- lEsEs
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Verse 19
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“Do not distort right-ruling. Do not show partiality, nor S S A SH] 20 ArES 2|2 2 X

take a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and ZH k| & 2 X5 X}je] ==

twists the words of the righteous.”
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Peshat: Judges must neither distort justice, favor
individuals, nor accept bribes because these corrupt ~ HO{S}7{L} | &S 2HOtA = OF =IC} 0|23t
impartial judgment.

Remez: A bribe represents anything that secretly

influences judgment—money, friendship, anger, HAe MASHL£QICL = QW™ 2 HY S8,
reputation, fear, or personal advantage. " -
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Drash: Torah warns that even the wise can become b¥l: £2h= S X0 X3 =2 b= 2T
blind. Knowledge alone does not protect a person from QUL A0S X|AIOFO 2 = AN M AFEHS
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Sod: Corruption begins when desire alters perception.
Once the inner eye is distorted, a person may sincerely A|
believe that crookedness is straight.

Energetic Flow
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Meaning
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YHWH demands more than technically correct
decisions. The process itself must remain pure. Justice QSHACEH O 078 KEA| 7t &= Z 8l OF SHCt.
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determines how truth is perceived. N
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Ask not only, “Am | correct?” but also, “What might be N
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influencing me to see the matter this way?
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Wisdom requires continual examination of our motives.
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Verse 20
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Peshat: Yisrael must pursue righteousness so that the i N
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nation may live securely in the land YHWH gives them.
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Remez: The repetition pTY 71X — tzedek, tzedek
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emphasizes persistence. Righteousness is not merely ~ X|&£X QI =1 E Z XL} 59| = Ctha

Drash: The repetition can teach that both the goal and

the means must be righteous. One cannot establish StS 72 A 4= QICH EQ|ot IO Z O|E M2
righteousness through unrighteous methods. A OI[
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righteousness means bringing human relationships into __ _
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Energetic Flow
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Righteousness is not passive. Torah says 9T n (tirdof) =+ e 2L0] OtHEf f mn
— “you shall pursue.” Yisrael must actively run after (E/[EE£T) — L= 5|2+ 10 Lok
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Torah's great statements about communal life:
“Righteousness, righteousness you shall pursue.”
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kind of people who administer it according to YHWH's ASBI= 742 1 WS Ofg||o] 29| }at
righteousness. R
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Look for opportunities to restore fairness, defend
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Verse 21

“Do not plant for yourself any tree as an Asherah near ] SLFY! OF3 2 9|30 |7} &L T o
the slaughter-place of YHWH your Elohim that you
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Peshat: Yisrael must not introduce an Asherah or pagan H|AFE: O] A2tE2 OF2l| 2| M| TH Zoff OfM|2FLt

cultic object beside the altar of YHWH. O|et ZWO| =H|ES Z=0{ M= OF =LY,
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Remez: Something may stand physically close to SlOMME GXMog 1748 ™3t £ QIC}.
worship while spiritually opposing it. Proximity to
holiness does not make something holy.

Eopl: OffE 7= €2 A= At
FISHIOM 7t 2 BES 2510

A
Drash: YHWH is not to be worshiped by blending His N
oM M= eF ElCt.

commandments with practices borrowed from idolatry. e
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Sod: The altar represents complete devotion to YHWH.

The Asherah beside the altar represents divided LIEHACE A 22| OtM|Et= Lie S48, =
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allegiance—outward worship accompanied by inward ZOZLOgE M7|BHAM LHOoZ =}
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attachment to another source.

Energetic Flow



Mixture -> Divided Allegiance - Corrupted Worship

Torah protects the altar by establishing boundaries
around worship.

Meaning

The placement of this command immediately after the

laws of justice is significant. Israel's public justice and
Israel's worship both require purity. Corruption must
not enter either the courtroom or the altar.

Mussar

Examine what has been planted beside the altar of
your life. Something can appear harmless yet slowly
compete with devotion to YHWH.

Verse 22

“And do not set up a pillar, which YHWH your Elohim
hates.”

PaRDeS

Peshat: Yisrael is forbidden to erect a cultic pillar
associated with forbidden worship.

Remez: Worship is determined by what YHWH desires,

not simply by what human beings find impressive or
meaningful.

Drash: Sincerity alone does not sanctify a practice.
Covenant obedience asks, “What has YHWH
commanded?”

= Of i

Ll 34 > 2j3

mo
¥

Egt= ofel =
CF.

ol BAE MS2E2M MBS

o

k=)

HT

O HHO| S2of0f 2ot & B = F{of 2 A2
o|0|7t ULt O] A2t R o] &H Fo|ef O] AEtA 2
Ol 25 =Z3l{of ottt i & A EHF o =

Mol = S0 2fM = ¢f =L,

Atalol af o MITH 2ol 70| 5 UA=XE
dHEEL 2o 2= S FX| @O EO0l& A At
OFl7H =2|= el 4l Zde = ULt

“Xt7|1 & #l5t FHE M2

ORI M| A O] {3HA| =L &t

x| et | strte

QICtn

= A0

Eatg: o 02t = ofH e 7t
HEN K= A2 OL|C 22| &5 2



Sod: The forbidden pillar represents human attempts

to give permanent form to something YHWH has
rejected. True holiness submits even religious
imagination to divine instruction.

Energetic Flow

Human Preference - Religious Innovation - Mixture

-> Separation from YHWH's Order

Meaning

Deuteronomy 16 closes with a powerful connection
between justice and worship. Yisrael must neither
distort justice in the gates nor distort worship at the
altar. Both belong under the authority of YHWH.

Mussar

The same question governs both judgment and
worship: Am | ordering my life according to YHWH's
instruction, or according to my own preference?

Flow of Verse 18-22

Guard the gates - Judge righteously > Remove bias
-» Pursue righteousness - Guard the altar - Reject

mixture.

The passage begins with n'99¥ (shofetim, judges) at

the gates and ends with purity at the altar. Torah

therefore joins what people sometimes separate: how

we treat people and how we worship YHWH.
Righteousness must govern both.
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