Devarim Ch. 31

Verse 1

“And Moshe went and spoke these words to all
Yisrael.”

PaRDeS

Peshat: Moshe continues addressing all Yisrael as he
approaches the end of his leadership. He deliberately

goes to the people and speaks the words they need
before the transition to Yehoshua.

Remez: The expression “Moshe went” is striking. Even
at the end of his life, Moshe is still moving toward the

people and fulfilling his responsibility.

Drash: Spiritual leadership does not cling to position

when its season is ending. Moshe's concern is not

preserving his own authority but preparing Yisrael to

continue faithfully without him.

Sod: Moshe is departing, but Torah remains. The
messenger changes while the covenantal Word
continues from generation to generation.

Energetic Flow

Completion - Going - Speaking -» Transition

Moshe does not withdraw silently. He uses his

remaining strength to prepare the next stage of Yisrael's

journey.

Meaning
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Devarim 30 ended with the command to choose life L TLpA o =
and cling to YHWH. Chapter 31 immediately shows the USHE 3 =ASHE 31 S SA M
reality of generational transition. Moshe will die, but (B
Yisrael's covenant with YHWH must continue. Their Yisrael 2} OF3]| | 91Qk2 A& £|0{0
faith cannot ultimately depend upon the permanent

presence of one human leader.

Mussar
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Verse 2
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PaRDeS
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Drash: Even the greatest servant of YHWH must accept

boundaries. Spiritual maturity includes knowing when
one's assignment has reached its appointed limit.

Sod: Human vessels are temporary; YHWH's purpose
transcends them. No single person, however
important, contains the whole covenant story.

Energetic Flow

Long service - Limitation - Acceptance - Transition

Moshe acknowledges what he can no longer do
without confusing his limitation with the end of
YHWH's work.

Meaning

Moshe had pleaded earlier to enter the Land, but

YHWH's answer remained unchanged. Here Moshe no
longer argues. He prepares the people for what comes
next. Acceptance does not mean his earlier longing was
wrong; it means he now submits his longing to YHWH's

decision.

Mussar

There is a time to ask persistently, and there is a time to

accept YHWH's answer and faithfully prepare what
comes next. Wisdom knows the difference.

Verse 3

Ectsl: 7HY fItlich off[e] 0|2tz otA &
2Or=0{0f &L B d=0= At Ao

ol et Aol =23

2 E: Q7H0j2hs AR 2 A HO[X| 2 OFFl 2]

A2 A4S =FYLICL O R 2 &S2%h

M OJo7| & At7| 2t B

WL 2 2SO EE LI

(k=]

Moshe = Al 1 G0

LR 2

=017t off Zard

Ofgll2| CHEF 2 BFHA| B R%ta LT,

07| M Moshe £ [ O|&f =oHX| gLt &
& = A2 TH[A|Z LI #OotS eIthE

A2 0|l 2% 0] ZXE|RACH= 0| oL 2t
O[X 1 2= Ofglel 278 otefof +
A YLIC

PIOHZE A OFRf 2 THENS



“YHWH your Elohim Himself is passing over before
you. He shall destroy these nations from before you,
and you shall possess them. Yehoshua himself is
passing over before you, as YHWH has spoken.”

PaRDeS

Peshat: Although Moshe will not cross the Yarden,
Yisrael will not be abandoned. YHWH Himself goes
before them, and Yehoshua will lead them across.

Remez: Notice the order: YHWH first, Yehoshua
second. The visible leader follows the invisible King.

Drash: Leadership changes, but the true Leader does
not. Yisrael must transfer its attention from

dependence upon Moshe to confidence in YHWH, who

will work through Yehoshua.

Sod: Human leadership is healthiest when
transparent—when the people can see beyond the
servant to the One who actually goes before them.

Energetic Flow

YHWH goes before - Yehoshua follows - Yisrael
crosses - Promise continues

Moshe's absence does not create divine absence.

Meaning
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Verse 4
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PaRDeS
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A
Sod: Sacred memory joins past and future. YHWH's -
faithfulness yesterday becomes a pattern through which 0f
His people learn to recognize His faithfulness tomorrow.

Energetic Flow
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Moshe turns history into courage. Moshe = GALE &7| £ HiE L CL,

Meaning
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Mussar
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When facing something larger than before, remember

the smaller battles through which YHWH has already HEE =
taught you trust. Past faithfulness can become 7| ASFAA| Q. A O| AAISEAIS
preparation rather than nostalgia.

Verse 5
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PaRDeS

Peshat: YHWH will give the nations into Yisrael's hand,
but Yisrael must act according to the commands Moshe

has already given.

Remez: Divine help does not eliminate human
obedience. YHWH gives; Yisrael must do.

Drash: Success does not authorize Yisrael to abandon
Torah. Even in victory they remain under command.
Divine blessing must not become an excuse for self-
directed action.

Sod: Covenant life holds divine sovereignty and human

responsibility together. YHWH accomplishes what

Yisrael cannot accomplish alone, while Yisrael remains
responsible to walk faithfully within what He provides.

Energetic Flow

YHWH gives - Yisrael receives - Torah directs -
Yisrael acts

Divine provision does not replace obedience; it
creates the place where obedience must occur.

Meaning

Verses 3-5 establish a careful balance. YHWH goes

before Yisrael and gives victory, yet Yisrael must still act

according to Torah. They are neither independent
conquerors nor passive spectators. They participate
faithfully in what YHWH is doing.
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Mussar

Do not say, “If YHWH is doing it, | have nothing to do,”

or, “Everything depends upon me.” Covenant
faithfulness lives between these errors: trust YHWH
completely and obey Him faithfully.

Verse 6

“Be strong and courageous, do not fear nor be afraid
of them. For YHWH your Elohim is the One who goes
with you. He does not fail you nor forsake you.”

PaRDeS

Peshat: Moshe commands Yisrael to face the nations
without fear because YHWH Himself goes with them
and will neither fail nor forsake them.

Remez: Courage is grounded not in Yisrael's military
strength but in YHWH's presence.

Drash: Torah does not deny that fear can arise. Instead,

it gives fear a greater truth to confront: “YHWH your
Elohim goes with you.”
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Sod: The deepest security of covenant life is not
favorable circumstances but the abiding presence of
YHWH. Circumstances change; His covenant
faithfulness remains.

Energetic Flow

YHWH's presence - Courage - Fear restrained -
Forward movement

Courage does not begin with confidence in ourselves

but with confidence that YHWH has not abandoned us.

Meaning

The generation standing before Moshe had grown up

hearing what happened when the previous generation

feared the inhabitants of the Land. Now Moshe

addresses the same danger directly. The answer to fear
is not pretending the enemy is small; it is remembering

that YHWH is greater and goes with them.

Mussar

Courage is not the absence of fear; it is refusing to let

fear determine obedience. When fear says, “Do not

move,” remember who goes with you.

Verse 7

“And Moshe called Yehoshua and said to him before
the eyes of all Yisrael, ‘Be strong and courageous, for
you are going with this people to the land which

AE; QfoFo| 401 A 74 He oH e fale
£1240| OfL|2t OF 2] XI& X QI Ty QL|Ct
SH S WaHX| Bt 10| QIoFN AlMstAl 2 Hot
=S

ofslol YR > EHTHE > B S S HOE >

Qo2 Lotz

B2 AHAlof Chot =

tLI 2k ORI H A 22| E B 2| K| 2 M=

Ol A A[ZFEILICE.

MO A A& ] = 20|

(@)

ot

Moshe 20| A Q= M|CH= O| & M|CH7F 1 &Ho|

TUSS FHAUS I 7 20| o=XE
=20 XEHSLICE O| K Moshe = ST ?I” S
A ChE Ut =8=0f tieh g2 Ho| Xt
7t&st= Z40] OfL| 2t OFIHIM & A 251}
g 7Hiche AS 7| Yots A YLt

“Moshe 7| Yehoshua & = 2] 2 Yisrael 0| 2=

YOM 20 AH RSLIC 25t BHIiStH A 2.
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PaRDeS
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him to be strong and courageous as he leads Yisrael  Yisrael & 2f&0| o 2 Ol 2ot [If A6t
into the promised Land. cCf el T DSt O}

2|H| =: Moshe = “2 Yisrael O] H= F0{|A{”
Remez: Moshe speaks “before the eyes of all Yisrael.” OtsHL|CF K| = 230| M3to| 2o 2
The transition of leadership is public so that the people

oz HiMe =
understand whom they are now to follow. O|F01% d= OlM 5 Wetof ot=4
LA E LTt
=2ty 128 XIE 2 SR H YR}

Drash: Healthy leadership prepares and affirms the ° =
next leader rather than forcing that person to establish £ 2A} AtA O] HEH S MR ESE LK 2 5X|
o

legitimacy alone after the predecessor is gone. of

Sod: Moshe cannot complete the entire journey, yet he
participates in its completion by strengthening the one
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Energetic Flow

Calling = Public affirmation - Courage >
Leadership - Inheritance

Moshe transfers responsibility without transferring
ownership of the promise: the Land remains YHWH's 2 7

gift. MEQLCt

Meaning



Moshe's final leadership act includes empowering his
successor. He does not make Yehoshua compete with
his legacy. Instead, he uses his own authority to
strengthen Yehoshua before the people.

Mussar

One sign of mature leadership is the ability to rejoice
when responsibility passes to another person. Do not
merely finish your assignment well; strengthen the
person who must continue after you.

Verse 8

“And it is YHWH who is going before you. He Himself
is with you. He does not fail you nor forsake you. Do
not fear nor be discouraged.”

PaRDeS

Peshat: Moshe assures Yehoshua personally that

YHWH goes before him, remains with him, and will not

abandon him. Therefore Yehoshua must not fear or
become discouraged.

Remez: YHWH is both before Yehoshua and with
Yehoshua. He is already present in what lies ahead
while remaining present in the current journey.
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Drash: Leadership can produce a unique form of fear
because the leader carries responsibility for others.
Moshe does not tell Yehoshua to trust his own ability;
he directs Yehoshua's confidence toward YHWH's
presence.

Sod: YHWH's presence surrounds the calling: before
you and with you. The servant walks into a future
already occupied by YHWH.

Energetic Flow

YHWH before you - YHWH with you - Fear
decreases - Courage rises

Yehoshua does not enter an unknown place alone;
YHWH is already ahead of him.

Meaning

Verse 6 gave this promise to all Yisrael; verse 8 gives it
specifically to Yehoshua. The leader needs the same
truth as the people: YHWH will not leave or forsake
you. Position does not remove dependence upon
YHWH; it increases the need for it.

Mussar

When facing something you have never done before,
remember: you may be entering it for the first time,
but YHWH is not. Do not let unfamiliarity become
discouragement.
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Verse 9

“And Moshe wrote this Torah and gave it to the
priests, the sons of Lewi, who bore the ark of the
covenant of YHWH, and to all the elders of Yisrael.”

PaRDeS

Peshat: Moshe writes down the Torah and entrusts it to
the priests and elders, ensuring that the covenant
instruction will remain with Yisrael after his death.

Remez: Moshe's spoken voice will soon become silent,
but the written Torah will continue speaking to future
generations.

Drash: A community cannot preserve covenant memory
merely through good intentions. Teaching must be
deliberately preserved, entrusted, read, and
transmitted.

Sod: The leader passes away, but the Word remains
among the people. Torah becomes the enduring
covenant witness connecting generations that never
personally heard Moshe.

Energetic Flow

Revelation - Writing - Entrusting - Preservation -
Transmission

What one generation receives must be intentionally
preserved for the next.

Meaning
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The transition from Moshe to Yehoshua is therefore
accompanied by something even more important than
the transfer of leadership: the preservation of Torah.
Yisrael's future will not depend only upon having a
capable leader but upon remaining anchored in
YHWH's revealed instruction.

Mussar

If something is worth passing to the next generation,
do not assume they will simply absorb it. Preserve it,
teach it, repeat it, and entrust it deliberately.

Verse 10

“And Moshe commanded them, saying, ‘At the end of
seven years, at the appointed time, the year of
release, at the Festival of Sukkot...””

PaRDeS

Peshat: Moshe establishes a recurring seven-year
occasion during the year of release, at Sukkot, when
Torah is to be publicly proclaimed to Yisrael.

Remez: The Torah is connected to sacred time. Yisrael
does not merely possess a written text; its calendar
repeatedly brings the community back to hear it.

Drash: Memory fades unless it is renewed. Therefore
Torah establishes rhythms that interrupt ordinary life
and bring the people back to covenant foundations.
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Sod: The seven-year cycle joins release with revelation.

At the moment debts and claims are released, Yisrael

gathers again beneath the authority of YHWH's Word.

Energetic Flow

Seven years - Release - Gathering - Torah -
Renewal

Covenant memory is strengthened through deliberate

rhythms of returning and hearing again.

Meaning

Moshe does not merely preserve Torah in writing; he

now establishes a system for hearing it again. A Torah

that remains stored but unheard cannot shape the
community. The next verses will therefore emphasize

gathering men, women, children, and the sojourner so

that everyone hears and learns.

Mussar

Truth must be heard again and again. Familiarity with

Torah should never become an excuse to stop
listening. Repetition is not necessarily redundancy; it
can be the means by which covenant truth moves
from memory into character.

Verse 11

“When all Yisrael comes to appear before YHWH

Torah before all Yisrael in their hearing.”
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Peshat: During the appointed gathering, Torah is to be
read publicly so that all Yisrael can hear it.

Remez: Yisrael comes before YHWH and hears Torah.
Appearing before YHWH and hearing His instruction
belong together.

Drash: Torah was not intended to become the private
possession of a small educated class. The covenant
Word must be made audible to the entire community.

Sod: The public reading recreates something of Sinai:
the covenant community gathers together before
YHWH to hear His words. Each generation is brought
again into the posture of receiving Torah.

Energetic Flow

Gather - Appear before YHWH - Torah read - Hear

Covenant renewal begins by placing the people again
within hearing distance of YHWH's Word.

Meaning

Moshe does not merely command that Torah be
preserved; he commands that it be heard. Written
Torah safeguards the text, while public reading restores
the text to the ears and consciousness of the
community.

Mussar

Possessing Scripture is not the same as listening to it.
Make room for the Word to address you again,
especially when you think you already know what it
says.
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Verse 12

“Assemble the people—the men and the women and
the little ones, and your sojourner who is within your

gates—so that they hear, and so that they learn to

fear YHWH your Elohim and guard to do all the Words

of this Torah.”

PaRDeS

Peshat: Everyone is to gather—men, women, children,

and sojourners—so that all may hear Torah, learn
reverence for YHWH, and obey His words.

Remez: No group is excluded. Covenant education is
communal and intergenerational.

Drash: The verse gives a deliberate sequence: hear -
learn - fear YHWH -> guard - do. Hearing is meant
to produce transformation, not merely information.

Sod: When the whole community gathers around
Torah, differences of age, status, and background are
placed beneath one covenantal voice.

Energetic Flow

Gather = Hear = Learn = Fear YHWH - Guard = Do
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Torah moves from the ear, into understanding and
reverence, and finally into the life.

Meaning

This verse explains why Torah must be repeatedly
heard. Hearing produces learning; learning should
produce reverence; reverence should produce
obedience. Even children are included because
covenant memory must be transmitted deliberately.

Mussar

What we fail to teach intentionally, the next
generation may forget naturally. Covenant memory
must be cultivated; it cannot be assumed.

Verse 13

“And their children, who have not known it, should
hear and learn to fear YHWH your Elohim as long as

you live in the land which you are passing over the
Yarden to possess.”

PaRDeS

Peshat: Children who did not personally experience the
earlier covenant events must hear Torah so that they

too learn to fear YHWH.
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Remez: Each new generation begins as those “who
have not known.” Covenant knowledge does not

automatically pass through ancestry. It must be taught.

Drash: Parents cannot give their children their own
memories of Sinai, the wilderness, or YHWH's mighty

acts. They can, however, tell the story, teach Torah, and

create opportunities for their children to hear.

Sod: Torah bridges generations separated by time.
Through hearing, children who were not physically
present at earlier covenant moments are drawn into
the same covenantal identity and responsibility.

Energetic Flow

Do not know = Hear = Learn < Fear YHWH >
Continue

One generation's faithful teaching becomes the next
generation's opportunity to know YHWH.

Meaning

The phrase “who have not known” explains why public Torah g

Torah reading cannot be merely nostalgic. It exists for
people who were not there before. Every generation
must encounter Torah anew rather than living only on
the spiritual memory of its parents.

Mussar
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Do not merely tell the next generation what you
believe; help them hear, learn, and practice it
themselves. Inherited language is not the same as
personal understanding.

Verse 14

“And YHWH said to Moshe, ‘See, the days have drawn

near for you to die. Call Yehoshua, and present
yourselves in the Tent of Appointment, so that |
command him.” And Moshe and Yehoshua went and
presented themselves in the Tent of Appointment.”

PaRDeS

Peshat: YHWH tells Moshe that his death is near and
commands him to bring Yehoshua to the Tent of
Appointment so that Yehoshua can receive his
commission directly from YHWH.

Remez: Moshe has publicly encouraged Yehoshua, but
human affirmation alone is not enough. Yehoshua must

stand before YHWH and receive his charge from Him.

Drash: Good succession includes both human
preparation and divine calling. Moshe can mentor
Yehoshua, but Moshe cannot become Yehoshua's
ultimate source of authority.

Sod: The two generations stand together before YHWH
for a moment—the departing servant and the servant

who will continue. The mission passes forward under
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the presence of the One whose purpose transcends
both men.

Energetic Flow

Moshe's completion - Yehoshua called - Both stand

before YHWH - Commission

The transition occurs not merely between two men but

before YHWH.

Meaning

Moshe knows his days are ending, yet he does not
withdraw from the transition. He accompanies
Yehoshua to the place where YHWH will speak. A
mature mentor eventually leads the student beyond
dependence upon the mentor and into direct
responsibility before YHWH.

Mussar

The goal of teaching is not to make others permanently
dependent upon us. Lead people toward YHWH, not

merely toward yourself.

Verse 15

“And YHWH appeared at the Tent in a column of

cloud, and the column of cloud stood above the door

of the Tent.”

PaRDeS
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Remez: The cloud recalls YHWH's presence throughout
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Energetic Flow

Transition - Divine appearance - Presence = T3 AX LFEFLFAL 5 OIf = X[ 2

Continuity =

Moshe's leadership is temporary; YHWH's presence is Moshe O X =2 LAIHO|X| 2t OF7f o] &XH=
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Meaning
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Seasons change, leaders change, circumstances
change, and our own roles change. Stability comes
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Verse 16
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“And YHWH said to Moshe, ‘See, you are about to =90
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Drash: The warning is sobering because it comes
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Sod: Moshe will lie down, but rebellion will rise up.
The contrast emphasizes the generational danger:
when one faithful generation departs, another
generation must choose covenant loyalty for itself.

Energetic Flow

Moshe departs > New generation rises - Attraction
-> Idolatry - Covenant broken

The absence of a faithful leader exposes whether Torah

has truly become rooted within the people.

Meaning

This verse explains why the previous command to
teach Torah to future generations is so important.

Yisrael will enter a land filled with competing objects of

worship. Inheritance of the Land does not
automatically produce inheritance of faithfulness.
Each generation must learn to choose YHWH.

Mussar

Never assume that yesterday's faithfulness guarantees
tomorrow's faithfulness. Every generation—and every
person—must continually renew the choice to remain

loyal to YHWH.

Verse 17

“Then My displeasure shall burn against them in that « 10| LY7} ASO|A X3t 1S

day, and | shall forsake them and hide My face from
them, and they shall be consumed. And many evils
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and distresses shall come upon them, and they shall

say in that day, ‘Have not these evils come upon us

because our Elohim is not in our midst?’”

PaRDeS

Peshat: Covenant rebellion brings severe
consequences. YHWH hides His face, and Yisrael

experiences distress that causes them to recognize the

loss of His protective presence.

Remez: The face of YHWH represents favor, attention,

and relational nearness. The opposite of the priestly
blessing, “YHWH make His face shine upon you,” is
now experienced.

Drash: Yisrael eventually connects its suffering with
spiritual distance. Pain becomes a moment of

recognition: something fundamental has been broken

in the relationship with YHWH.

Sod: Hester panim—the hiding of the Face—describes
the terrifying experience of divine hiddenness. Yet even
the language of hiding assumes that the Face still exists

though it is concealed. Hiddenness is not the
destruction of YHWH's covenant purpose.

Energetic Flow

Forsaking YHWH - Face hidden - Distress -
Recognition
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What began as forgetting YHWH eventually creates an
awareness of how desperately His presence is needed.

Meaning

The people say, “Our Elohim is not in our midst.” This
is significant because recognition has begun. Earlier
they pursued other gods; now suffering exposes what
they have lost. Recognition alone is not yet full
teshuvah, but it can become its beginning.

Mussar

When consequences expose spiritual distance, do not
stop merely at “Something is wrong.” Ask the deeper
question: “Where has my heart moved away from
YHWH?” Recognition should lead toward return.

Verse 18

“And | shall certainly hide My face in that day, because
of all the evil which they have done, for they shall
have turned to other mighty ones.”

PaRDeS

Peshat: YHWH repeats that He will hide His face
because Yisrael has turned toward other gods.
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Remez: Earlier Yisrael turned away from YHWH; now
YHWH's face is hidden. The outward experience
corresponds to the inward direction they chose.

Drash: The repeated phrase “hide My face” emphasizes

that covenant choices affect the experience of
relationship. One cannot continually reject nearness

while assuming the experience of nearness will remain

unchanged.

Sod: Divine hiddenness creates a paradox: YHWH
appears absent, yet He is still speaking beforehand

about the very hiddenness they will experience. Even

hiddenness exists within His foreknowledge and
covenant story.

Energetic Flow

Heart turns away - Other gods - YHWH's face
hidden - Spiritual darkness

Repeated turning eventually changes what the heart is

able to perceive.

Meaning

The repetition intensifies the warning, but the chapter

is not finished. YHWH is about to give Yisrael a song
that will remain with them precisely during the time

when His face seems hidden. Even when visible signs of

His presence are obscured, His Word will remain as a
withess.

Mussar
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There may be seasons when YHWH feels hidden. In
such times, do not build theology only from what you

presently feel. Hold tightly to what YHWH has already

spoken.

Verse 19

“And now, write down this song for yourselves, and
teach it to the children of Yisrael. Put it in their
mouths, so that this song is to Me for a witness
against the children of Yisrael.”

PaRDeS

Peshat: YHWH commands Moshe to write a song,
teach it to Yisrael, and place it in their mouths so that
they remember it and it serves as a covenant witness.

Remez: Torah is not only placed on parchment; the
song must be placed “in their mouths.” What is sung
and repeated can remain when ordinary instruction is
forgotten.

Drash: YHWH uses memory intentionally. The song will

carry covenant truth into future generations so that
even rebellion cannot completely erase knowledge of
what YHWH has spoken.

Sod: A song can enter places ordinary speech does not

reach. Rhythm, repetition, and memory carry words
deep into the inner person. Thus the witness is not
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merely beside Yisrael in a scroll; it lives within their
mouths and memory.

Energetic Flow

Write - Teach = Put in the mouth - Remember =
Witness

Written truth becomes spoken truth; spoken truth
becomes remembered truth.

Meaning

This command reveals remarkable wisdom about
transmission. YHWH knows that Yisrael will wander, so

He gives them something they can carry even into their

wandering: a song filled with covenant memory.
When the song returns to their lips, it can confront
forgetfulness with truth.

Mussar

What enters the mouth repeatedly can eventually
settle in the heart. Choose carefully what you repeat,
memorize, teach, and sing, because repeated words
become part of the inner vocabulary through which
you interpret life.

Verse 20

“And | shall bring them to the land flowing with milk

and honey, of which | swore to their fathers. And they
shall eat and be satisfied and grow fat, then they shall

turn to other mighty ones and serve them, and scorn
Me and break My covenant.”

PaRDeS
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Peshat: YHWH will faithfully bring Yisrael into the
abundant Land promised to their fathers, but after
becoming satisfied and prosperous they will turn to
other gods and break the covenant.

Remez: The danger arises not only in hardship but
also in abundance. Hunger can test faith, but fullness
can test memory.

Drash: Blessing contains its own spiritual danger when
the gift becomes more important than the Giver.
Prosperity can create the illusion of independence
from the One who provided it.

Sod: The tragedy is a reversal of covenant purpose.
YHWH gives abundance so that life with Him may
flourish, yet abundance becomes the occasion for
forgetting Him. The blessing is good; the heart's
response determines whether blessing deepens
gratitude or feeds self-sufficiency.

Energetic Flow

Promise - Abundance -> Satisfaction - Forgetfulness
-» Other gods - Covenant broken

What should have produced gratitude instead becomes
dangerous when satisfaction produces forgetfulness.

Meaning

Devarim has warned about this repeatedly. The
wilderness tested whether Yisrael would trust YHWH
without abundance; the Land will test whether Yisrael
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will remember YHWH within abundance. Sometimes A1 2|3t Z{ QI X| A|BFQF T T LHOf| A Q
receiving the blessing faithfully is as spiritually N N
7I2HME OFR)| & 7|9 A QAX| Al A

demanding as waiting for it.

A& L T
Mussar

Hj 0 Z 3 ofL|2t Bl £ 5 o = Ol S
Learn to remember YHWH when you are full, not only 7|€5l= S IS HA L. ER+= XA EHA
when you are hungry. Need naturally drives us to 3|2 7|52 O|EX|0HEQ 20| M= 92Xl
prayer; abundance requires deliberate gratitude. The F | F ) o oo

b Tos At O} S o nese
safest blessing is one that makes the heart more gAE 2R MY (et 552 0eS
thankful, more generous, and more attached to YHWH. 2 ZtALSHA St G2 H|E A St OFgl|7H| G

=0 U ot= = ULIC

Verse 21

“H2 Zj Y3} gito] ASofAH Y oy o]
'And it shall be, when many evils and distresses come a7t 3
upon them, that this song shall answer before them
o
as a witness, for it is not to be forgotten in the mouths X R
of their seed. For | know their thoughts which they i \q|8}0f FZICIn st oz 1 ES QA £38}7)
are forming today, even before | bring them to the o
land of which | swore to give them.”
LI EI. ”

}A =

PaRDeS

H|AFE.: O] 20| O] visrael Of Al & f Of

song will remain in the memory of their descendants Leff= a9 AtEol 7|9 £0f Hop ¢efy
and testify that YHWH had already warned them about HtQlo| Z 1tof| CHsl OFS||I7H|A 0|0 A SS
the consequences of covenant rebellion.

Peshat: When future troubles come upon Yisrael, the
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Remez: The song will “answer” them. What they
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learned in times of peace will speak back to them in Hotg

=
times of distress.
== 4 AYL|CH

it 7| Z0| M E Torah = £+ 0| HHE Y
Drash: Torah stored in memory becomes available

when circumstances change. A truth learned long ago CIAl AR = QS LI 22T of 8= 2|7}

may suddenly become the very word needed to SOl 97| E S|ASte O & T Qs akaro| E 4
interpret a present crisis.
)\A = Ll E‘I-

Sod: YHWH knows Yisrael's inner inclination even

before their future rebellion becomes visible. Yet He
still brings them toward the promised Land and gives Ao I80E a5
them a song capable of calling them back. Divine Ol BIA|H CIA| SOl E2

HO|7| MEE Q1S9 Lol Hste et
=

= (=} =
k=3 ot_/.&o| Lt O
= — = -

foreknowledge does not eliminate the possibility of
eturn FALCHAMA O|2| O 2 E0I2 7HsHE
return.

OHA| B35 LICE

Energetic Flow

Torah learned - Stored in memory - Crisis comes - Torah = Hi& > 7| Qo MEE > 2717 & >

Song awakens -» Truth testifies a7t ot > X2 7t et

Ol Lt o = N
What is planted in peaceful days can speak powerfully Foreh 20 &0 A2 2ttel 2o ZEoHA
during troubled days. obsh 4= QI L},
Meaning

FEY B2 50| XhEo| YoM B[R
The remarkable ph.rase is “it .|s not to be forgotten |n‘ OrS Z40|Cp*+ QI L|C}. Yisrael 2 SHEO 2 OF3| 2
the mouths of their seed.” Yisrael may forget YHWH in

. (=} = FAMMO 4

conduct, yet the words they have learned can remain e+ UKW IS0/ 2 HE2 S3H 2l 79
buried within communal memory. The song becomes a 0| LHOF S 2= QU L|CH O] Lofl= Qs
pathway by which forgotten covenant truth can return ofoko| X137 ChA| OlAl 402 EoloL =27
to consciousness. Aorol 2| 7F ChAl ol S22 B0t = 27t

LTt

Mussar



Plant truth before the crisis comes. What you
. _ ) oF A o SlALL A Q| S Lt ALS
memorize, repeat, and internalize today may become B35 otal Bh=otH LfBEetols EE50[ RE &

the voice that guides you when circumstances later 20| 2T AH AdZ+S}7] 0f 2
make clear thinking difficult. o
=

Verse 22

“And Moshe wrote this song the same day, and taught “Moshe 7t 28 0| =2l E 7| 535t0q visrael
it to the children of Yisrael.” X0 A 7t 2 XM &L Ct”

PaRDeS

HALE . = Ofg)|o| W0l SA| 2ZESHL|C},
Peshat: Moshe immediately obeys YHWH's command. IIALE: Moshe Felel SB0 SAl =S =L

He writes the song and teaches it to Yisrael thatvery 1= HI2 1Y L2 E 7|25} visrael O A|

dav JtzEct

YOl X *+« 1 r*+0|Bte BH SN S

i R |
Remez: “The same day” emphasizes immediacy. R SH|CF Moshe = XFAIO| 20| 7Pt AS

Moshe does not postpone what YHWH has

oN

ot 5 H24aLA| Q12 g2
commanded, even though he knows his death is near. = UM & ORI M B Estel & O|F A
B Lo

In

2kl Moshe 2| OFX| 2 H =2 At O
Drash: Moshe's final days are characterized by teaching

= el o o |
rather than self-absorption. Awareness of limited time = Fot= AO0| OtL| 2t 72X = Y2 A E LT
makes him more intentional about what must be Lhe A|ZHO| K| SHE|Of QICH= AFAIS HEC A|
transmitted. L o =
Moo e As HS 2= 2 2 HotA & LICE.
A ZZo[ 2 M0 Ugds Bt
Sod: Mortality gives urgency to transmission. Moshe Moshe = Yisrael I} 2| SHA[E 2= g x| ot
cannot remain with Yisrael, but words faithfully taught | X1 o
: . . AlAIS 2 K| Ot220 T S
can continue speaking after the teacher is gone. deoh ZtEY EEE WA EE 202 A%

U = UAFLICH

Energetic Flow



Command received - Written immediately - Taught =
immediately - Preserved HEE|

Moshe turns revelation into transmission without

delay.
Meaning
The simplicity of this verse is powerful: YHWH O| Ao tta=gh2 Zra gLt OFgl|I/Hl A

commanded, and Moshe did it. After all the profound 0 2451 Al T Moshe = 1L 2 s#Si=L|C} 02O
warnings about future disobedience, Moshe himself 0

demonstrates the opposite response—immediate
obedience.

Mussar

Some obedience becomes harder because we
postpone it. When YHWH's instruction is clear, cultivate

the habit of responding promptly rather than endlessly SAS 7| EC A ESHA eSS S0
negotiating with yourself.
7|2HA 2.

Verse 23

“OF2J|™Hl A1 Nun 2| O}= Yehoshua 0| Al & &5}
“And He commanded Yehoshua son of Nun, and said,

‘Be strong and courageous, for you are to bring the oM SLICE ‘Zdta "HLHStEL. L= Yisrael
children of Yisrael into the land which | swore to &2 7 2SO A WS o 2 ol =5t

»m

r=3
=

them, and | Myself am with you. - R

I W7t £15] L ef ehmg 20|t~

PaRDeS

| AFE.: OF| 7| M = Yehoshua Of| Al 21 & Yisrael &

Peshat: YHWH personally commissions Yehoshua to O 0| WO 2 Ol BIEH= AFHS Z=A|DY **“Lf 7}

= o=z T
lead Yisrael into the promised Land and assures him, “I R I R
Myself am with you? 8] ot g olct et 2|7



Remez: Earlier Moshe told Yehoshua to be strong and

courageous; now YHWH Himself gives the same charge.

The human encouragement is confirmed by divine
command.

Drash: Yehoshua's confidence cannot rest merely on

Moshe's approval. His calling must ultimately rest upon

YHWH's command and presence.

Sod: The promise “lI Myself am with you” is deeper
than a promise of success. Yehoshua receives the
Presence before he receives the Land. The true
foundation of his mission is companionship with
YHWH.

Energetic Flow

Divine calling - Courage - YHWH's presence -
Leadership - Promise fulfilled

The assignment is large, but the Presence is greater.

Meaning

Yehoshua has heard Moshe say, “YHWH is with you.”
Now he hears it from YHWH Himself. This marks the
transition from being Moshe's assistant to bearing
direct responsibility before YHWH for leading the
people.

Mussar

Encouragement from people is valuable, but eventually
you must know why you are standing where you stand.

Mature service grows when responsibility before
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YHWH becomes stronger than dependence upon
human approval.

Verse 24

“And it came to be, when Moshe had completed
writing the Words of this Torah in a book, until their
completion...”

PaRDeS

Peshat: Moshe completes the writing of the words of
Torah in a scroll. His teaching is being preserved in
written form as his life approaches its end.

Remez: Moshe's life is nearing completion at the same
time that the written Torah reaches completion. The
servant finishes his task by ensuring that the Word
remains.

Drash: A faithful life includes finishing what YHWH
entrusted to us. Beginning with enthusiasm is
valuable; completing with faithfulness is equally
important.

Sod: Moshe will soon disappear from Yisrael's sight,
but Torah becomes a continuing voice. Mortality
removes the messenger; faithful transmission
preserves the message.

Energetic Flow

Revelation - Teaching - Writing > Completion -
Preservation
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Moshe's ministry moves toward completion, but Torah Moshe o M2 2td= oK Torah = 1
is prepared to continue beyond him. O|20| = ALKk =5 FH|E LT
Meaning

Devarim < BHE S| M 2SI &= A2 Z20HK| T

Devarim repeatedly emphasizes speaking and hearing, O}7| M= 7|20| S8R L|CH & 72X S
but here writing becomes crucial. Oral teaching reaches
the people standing before Moshe; written Torah can

address generations Moshe will never see. Torah = Moshe 7} Z3 EX| g 0|2

Moshe 20l M A= WO A ==HSHX[T 7| = &

Mussar

HESHA DX A, ofH 2Of HOpLt XA
C

=
Finish faithfully. Do not measure faithfulness only by ~ A|Zt| QI =X| 0O 2 AMAISHS THCHSEX|

—_ =0
how powerfully something begins. There is holiness in

o . S OMA R 2AZR A2 ENFX| HE5tD 0|20 =
bringing an entrusted work to completion and leaving it
in a form that can bless others afterward. CIE ALZO|A U2 & = A= HEHZE 7|

k=3
1=
Ho = AHS2ol AL E.

Verse 25

“That Moshe commanded the Lewites, who bore the “Moshe 7} ofzll2] A AU E M= Lewites Of| A
ark of the covenant of YHWH, saying...” 2S5l WAL C}”

PaRDeS

HALE . = =N == }A—I‘é‘k-c's E
Peshat: After completing the Torah scroll, Moshe gives IIALE: Torah T2 0F2| S 2182 2 Moshe

instructions concerning it to the Lewites who carry the Of%l| 2| AU Y E K= Lewites | A 1Zd0f 25t

ark of YHWH's covenant. NINERTE ]

Remez: The Torah scroll and the ark of the covenant || =: Torah =5 0t2| 2t HAY 7 o =HO 2

are deliberately brought together. The written words S| HZAEIL|CH 7|2l g0 ofoky 7}

interpret the meaning and obligations of the covenant

represented by the ark. LIEILY = QiQko| o|O|Q} A QIS MY
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ot A2 MATHHX| 7|0 A B A0t
Drash: Sacred things must be entrusted to faithful
=

o & = oA
stewardship. Preservation does not happen 2 = MEZ O| RO X|X| gL L.
accidentally; someone must accept responsibility for =171 Hto 749 x| 2l % Q|2 HIO}= 0f Of

guarding what has been received.

A E: AUH| = Yisrael 7H2H| A= OF2| 2| A A
Sod: The ark signifies YHWH's covenantal presence

. . . o]} = L Ll O
among Yisrael, while Torah gives covenantal words to 2 XS LHEHH T Torah = 1 24A|0f 2192
that relationship. Presence and instruction belong Ot22 o 1|2 SHL|CH AR} 7F2 k2 HH|
together. .
&3t

Energetic Flow

Torah completed -> Entrusted - Guarded > Carried Torah t28E > AR > E2EH > LS
forward MICHZ 0] 0] &l

What Moshe has received and written must now
become the responsibility of those who remain. AF2HS 0| # QI X| 1 0| Of 7}OF BtL| L},

Meaning

Het2 o XHAO|AM A% E LICE Moshe 2|
The transition continues at several levels: Moshe's o

H 77 E =gt
leadership passes to Yehoshua, while responsibility for =12 Yehoshua 07l 071l Torah £ &2
preserving Torah is entrusted to the Lewites. Yisrael's A Q2 Lewites Of| Al & 7{ &I L|C}. Yisrael 2|
future requires both faithful leadership and faithful

preservation of the covenant Word.

Mussar

= - —
Receiving truth creates responsibility. Ask not only,
“What have | learned?” but also, “What has been wolte FAS HIR =72t 2X 22
entrusted to me to preserve and faithfully pass sxal | 7} HZESE D AMAISHA CHS M|CHO|| HStE 2

forward?” O
AR 42 FACI T2t N S OMAIL.

Verse 26



“Q O| X4 =S 7} HC}7} LH4S ozl o
“Take this Book of the Torah, and you shall place it | Torah 2| X4= 71X C}7} 142] Elohim OF2 2|

beside the ark of the covenant of YHWH your Elohim, A2k Z0j 50| 11210] AH7|0|M {35 & &kt
and it shall be there as a witness against you. =010| E|A| BHAIA|2 7
PaRDeS

Peshat: Moshe commands that the Book of the Torah I AFE: Moshe = Torah 2| S 1Y Z0f F=0f
be placed beside the ark of the covenant, where it will 5t X

stand as an enduring witness concerning Yisrael's A=
covenant obligations. I A Stefa HE gLt

Remez: The Torah is placed beside the ark of the
covenant. The covenant's sacred symbol and the A

=Y oo = = =2ovl B
covenant's written words stand together. ol L|Ct
A H
E 2t#]: Torah 7 5210 &|= O| 7= Yisrael O

Drash: Torah becomes a witness because Yisrael cannot
= OFRH M FAE 2SN =X SFHCHD

later claim ignorance of what YHWH required. =
Revelation brings privilege, but revelation also brings =S Q17| N2 QILICH A= EH

=
responsibility. TFE QKO S A|Of MOl T T}

II}O

Sod: The Torah beside the ark portrays Word and

[ |
ojoo Z=L|C} OFSIITHA = K}AlO| HHAS
Presence together. YHWH does not call His people into ™= = =2 F UL OFl AN = Art el 8-d5
(j:l =]
o

vague spirituality; His presence is accompanied by otofst Mo 2 22X O AlL|CH Q29|
revealed instruction that shapes how covenant
P ARfoll= QAH Jp77H2-2 Of EA| Aofof

nearness is lived.
SteX|E A/ dsk= A A= 7FE R 0] 2 ghL Cf,

Energetic Flow

Torah written > Placed beside covenant - Preserved Torah H7I5E > U4 2o = > EEE >
= Witness =0l0| =
O L a

What YHWH has spoken remains present to measure ORI 7H M 255t 242 Yisrael 2| O|2f HS2

Yisrael's future conduct. OICHSH= 7| =0 2 A& L& Lo}

Meaning



1} O] Yisrael 2| UM

mr

Al Moshe = S}

Earlier Moshe said that heaven and earth would el TS = 010] = Z40|2kT T3 L|Ch OfF
ol = SH 2
witness Yisrael's covenant choice. Now Torah itself ! —esTl=EA - EME '
becomes a witness. Yisrael's future generations will Torah AtA| = S Q10| & L|LC}. Yisrael 2| O] 2 ML=
always have a standard by which they can recognize - =
" Y Y & 20| A0l 1 20| O|EOIX|E B 4

both faithfulness and departure.

URE7|ES S ZA L

Mussar

Aol oLt ZA-HPt e 2 af S THEHSHK]|

Do not measure your life only by your intentions or
| FAA 2 AT Al S

feelings. Let the revealed Word examine you. A ORM A, H A El 50| XA S o)A St A 2.
trustworthy standard sometimes tells us what we Al

2|7t AAZOA
would rather not tell ourselves. C

Verse 27

“W7t 43|Q| gt L 50| 2 A S YLt
“For | myself know your rebellion and your stiff neck.
See, while | am still alive with you today, you have HYA 2, W7t 25 Hs|ep o 2ot s
been rebellious against YHWH, then how much more ZOt0j| = L 3|7} OFZ||7H| Y &} 7

]
after my death?” .
W7t 52 Foll= HotLt E 52 S L 7k

PaRDeS

Peshat: Moshe reminds Yisrael that they have
: ol 5 SHO

repeatedly rebelled against YHWH even while he has  Yisrael O] gh=3ljAf OFl|I7H Bt RS

been present. He therefore fears greater rebellion after AT|A|ZIL|CE O3B 2 XfAo| =L 0|30

his death.

Remez: “Stiff-necked” describes someone unwilling to
turn. The problem is not lack of direction but resistance S} X| &= AIEHS HARIL|CH 22X = Bek

to correction.

Drash: The presence of a strong leader can restrain 2
behavior without necessarily transforming the heart. QX



True covenant maturity must continue when external
supervision disappears.

Sod: Moshe's coming absence will reveal whether
obedience was attached primarily to Moshe or rooted
in relationship with YHWH. What external authority
conceals may become visible when that authority is
removed.

Energetic Flow

External leadership - Restraint - Leader removed -

Heart revealed

What survives the absence of supervision reveals the
depth of internal transformation.

Meaning

This verse connects directly with Moshe's concern
throughout Devarim: Torah must move from external
command into the heart. If obedience exists only
because Moshe is present, Yisrael is not yet ready for
covenant maturity.

Mussar

Who are you when no one is watching? Mature

obedience does not require constant external pressure.

The goal is for YHWH's instruction to become an
inwardly chosen path.

Verse 28
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officers, and let me speak these words in their hearing, DOAMAIQ. Y7} O]

and call the heavens and the earth to witness against =5 =
them.” St=3t S AS0Al S22z M| A SLICH”
PaRDeS

Peshat: Moshe commands Yisrael's elders and officers =
to gather so that he can speak his final words and DOf Xp4Alo| OFX| 8 &2 Motn ot E2

formally invoke heaven and earth as witnesses.

Remez: Heaven and earth outlive Moshe and the | =: st=1at &
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present generation. They symbolize the enduring

XL EL|CH OHES 7 QI7to| M S

nature of the covenant beyond individual human ce=H

lifetimes. A&ElE Aol X&ds 8L

Drash: The elders and officers have a special
responsibility because leadership includes preserving
communal memory. They must hear clearly what
future generations will need to remember.

Sod: Moshe's final testimony expands beyond one 2 E: Moshe 2| OpX|2F S 012 oF M[CHE H O
generation. Heaven above and earth below surround SHEFE|L|C} 2| 9| Sh5 1 OF2f O] B0 Yisrael 2|
Yisrael's covenant existence, silently witnessing

O™ Al = HH Ad = OoF =0
whether the people walk in the way of life placed A ar S FeMEH Bg0] 15 240 =2
before them. Mol 42 AEXS Tglo| iRt Ch

Energetic Flow

Gather leaders - Hear Torah - Witness established XEXSSE B > Torah & S8 > U0

- Memory preserved MNISIZE > 7|d0| R=E]
Those entrusted with leadership must first become KNe=HEs T2 A2 BN =9 4A = A0

careful hearers. T|O{OF L C}.

Meaning



Devarim 30:19 already declared, “I have called the
heavens and the earth as witnesses.” Moshe now
returns to that language as he prepares the Song. The
choice between life and death is becoming part of a

permanent covenant testimony.

Mussar

Leadership begins with listening. Before asking what
others need to hear from you, ask whether you have
carefully heard what YHWH requires of you.

Verse 29

“For | know that after my death you shall do very
corruptly and turn aside from the way which | have

commanded you. And evil shall come upon you in the
latter days, because you do what is evil in the eyes of

YHWH, to provoke Him through the work of your
hands.”

PaRDeS

Peshat: Moshe warns that after his death Yisrael will
become corrupt, depart from the commanded way,
practice idolatry, and experience the consequences in
later days.

Remez: Torah is repeatedly described as a way. Sin is
therefore not merely breaking an isolated rule; it is
turning away from a path.
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Drash: “The work of your hands” exposes the irony of
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idolatry: human beings create something with their Fdatiel 92= L. QIZhof Xf4l9|
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to their Creator. N
#1412 KHAIO| BHE Z40f BHEI LTt
AL RdsHi= EXo SHE EME
Sod: Idolatry reverses creation's proper order. Instead c| K& L|Ch TR0l 07h0| AHERE A 7|
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of created humanity serving the Creator, humanity TeE= —EL ELYloTE BT
creates an object and then serves its own creation. CHAl QIZHO| O Zd S BHE1D XFAO| BHE ZHE
Covenant faithfulness restores the proper direction of - -
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worship.
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Departure begins with direction before it becomes O|F 2 |7} =| 7] Hof| HA Heke| Hatz
destruction. A|ZHEIL|C}
Meaning

Moshe's language brings together several major
themes of Devarim: the way, the heart, obedience,
idolatry, and consequences. The central issue remains ZI}QL|CH SN 22X = o ™5 dhak LT}
direction. Will Yisrael walk toward YHWH, or turn aside
toward what its own hands have made?

Mussar
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Be careful of giving ultimate importance to something O{SHA| Ot E =
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you created—your possessions, achievements, e
reputation, plans, or institutions. A good work of your ~ FO|SIAMA|Q. £0 2 OtE =22 ZH0|2tE
hands becomes an idol when it begins receiving the trust, o3|y
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identity, or devotion that belongs to YHWH.
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Verse 30

“And Moshe spoke in the hearing of all the assembly
of Yisrael the words of this song until their
completion.”

PaRDeS

Peshat: Moshe now publicly recites the entire song

before the assembled people of Yisrael. This introduces

the Song of Moshe recorded in the following chapter.

Remez: Once again the emphasis is on hearing. The

song has been written, but its purpose is fulfilled when

it enters the ears and memory of the people.

Drash: Moshe knows the people will fail, yet he
continues teaching them. Knowledge of future failure
does not cause him to abandon the responsibility of
instruction.

Sod: The song stands at the boundary between
Moshe's life and Yisrael's future. Moshe's voice will
soon cease, yet the song will continue speaking long
after him, carrying both warning and the possibility of
remembrance.
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Moshe 7} 7| &3t Z4 0] Yisrael 0| == 0| |11
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Yisrael hears is meant to remain when Moshe is gone.

QLO{OF LT,

What Moshe writes becomes what Yisrael hears; what

Meaning

Devarim 31 &2 **“Moshe 7| 7tA O| LS 2

Devarim 31 began with “Moshe went and spoke these Yisrael Of| A| S| R Cp** = T2 A|ZFU S LT,
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words to all Yisrael.” It ends with Moshe again el

=2

11 CFA| Moshe 7} 2 Yisrael 2| 0| A

speaking before all the assembly of Yisrael. Between

those two statements, leadership has been transferred, Tots A2 = EHLICE O & {2 ALO|of A

Torah has been written and entrusted, future X|E=2H2 0|%L| YT Torah = 7| 25|
generations have been commanded to hear it, and the QX o0 O[3 Mje 1242 Soate mais
Song has been prepared as a witness. Chapter 32 will &7 '*— = 1dS S28t= 88S
now give us the words of that Song. S0 el = Q22 FH|E| Q&L Tt O K|

Mussar
Moshe = Yisrael O| HO| & 4 Z YHM
Moshe teaches even though he knows Yisrael will Jt2AIL|CH AlALSE 72 A2 B E AL
stumble. Faithful teaching does not require certainty
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that everyone will respond correctly. Our SHIE7| TS Aol2t= EHE 275K
responsibility is to speak truth faithfully, preserve it OFAL|C} 22|09 Q2 XIZ| 2 AMAISHA T}

carefully, and place it within hearing distance of the
next generation.
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