THE MUSSAR — PARASHAT VA'ETCHANAN

Deuteronomy 3:23-7:11 e Isaiah 40:1-26 ¢ Luke 3:2-15
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These three passages form one continuous call . °
from YHWH. Moshe prepares Yisrael to enter the T =
Promised Land. Yishayahu prepares Yisrael forthe =0{Z =H)|

return of YHWH through comfort and repentance.
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Yochanan the Immerser prepares the people for the I AlZIH, e FAIOrS S

coming of the Moshiach. Together they teach that =
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the Kingdom is entered not merely by knowledge, A= 3|o| Liapsf ot !
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but by a transformed heart.
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1. Humility Accepts the Will of YHWH / Z4 =2 Ofg)| Q| 552 oS QIC}
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Moshe prayed earnestly to enter the land, yet 7| ZHX| 2 OFS A= 12| S & 2ts5HK|
YHWH refused his request (Deut. 3:23—29). Moshe
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did not rebel but accepted Elohim's judgment. QWG L CHA 3:23-29). A 2{Lt 24 ASHA|

Yochanan likewise refused personal glory, saying 210 QZ 3|0 ItCHS HHOt S RS L|CH QS| S A|

that One greater was coming. Yishayahu reminds us RFAIO] QTS ABIK| LT KFAIECHE Al 20|

that all flesh is grass, but the word of YHWH stands
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Mussar: Humility is not receiving everything we

desire but trusting YHWH when He says "No
2 QL]

2. Prepare the Highway of the Heart / O}-2%:0]] OF%J|2| Z = of|H| 5|2}

Yishayahu commands, "Prepare the way of YHWH."
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Yochanan repeats this same message in the | AYOF Felel 22 oBlstetal 2fF LT
wilderness. Mountains symbolize pride, valleys QO E AOFN AN S UG UL S MIISHL|C AL

represent despair, crooked roads reveal dishonesty,
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and rough places picture hardened hearts.



Repentance is the work of removing these 212 oSl O S ARISHL|CH 3| 7)< 0] 23t
obstacles.

Mussar: The Moshiach walks upon hearts that have FALR: OHAOS M = =272 =7 & OF= 91
been made straight through repentance. ZoAlL|Ct

3. Repentance Must Bear Fruit / 2|70 = YtEA| €O E % 0{Of SHC}

Yochanan commands, "Bear fruits worthy of
repentance." Deuteronomy repeatedly calls Yisrael

to obey, love, remember, and serve YHWH. Genuine 7| {511, OF|| & 44 7|2t 10 BHE 50| 2 StL|C}
repentance is demonstrated by transformed actions XbE| S| 7)= ZHA 0| OfL| 2t HIStEl Ato 2

rather than emotional feelings alone.
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Mussar: If our daily behavior remains unchanged, FALR: 22[9| 40| HSHX| RULCHH 2|7 = OFZ]
our repentance has not yet matured. MR b2 Z1QlL|Ct

4. Covenant Is Grace, Not Privilege / Aer2 EHO| ofL|2} 23| 0|C}
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Yochanan warns the crowds not to rely on Abraham =2t B StL|Ct 24 = OF|7H M O| A2t A S

as their father. Moshe reminds Yisrael that YHWH  xj ey 5Al 0|27} 1S 0| QChtH 20| ofL|2}
chose them not because they were great, but
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because of His covenant love (Deut. 7). Yishayahu plorel Atg i oleta ZFE U THY 7 ).

declares that all nations are like dust before YHWH. O|A}Of= 2 E O|Z=0]| OF3| 20| A= 22| E| E 1}
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Mussar: Never confuse Elohim's grace with FAIE: D220l 2| & At REYL R
personal superiority. AhZESER| OFA A 2.

5. Love Is Greater Than Fear / AR 2 S2{S HCL AC}

The Shema commands us to love YHWH with all our AOFS OFS T} =11 312 CFSHO] OFS| 2 Ab2FSHE} T
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heart, soul, and strength (Deut. 6). Yishayahu begins e e b ™ -
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with "Comfort, comfort My people." Yochanan's HFBHLCHAl 6 7. O
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return to Elohim before judgment arrives.



Mussar: Mature obedience grows from love rather
than fear alone.

FAE: =0t =52 F2HS0| OfL| 2t AL 0l M
N =1y

6. Every Generation Must Respond Personally / 2 E ML= 2 A 2 S &6l OF SHC}
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Moshe commands Yisrael to teach the oy 243HL| O}, O| AFOF= B = A|CHO|#| =H| 52t 1
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commandments continually. Yishayahu calls every < © =
generation to prepare. Yochanan calls each QIELICE Q52 ZE Ao A| 2|7 & FH 2L I
fndivi'dual tco repent. Faith cannot simply be OISO At2HIS AL Ol0| 5 HIC A| XAlO| @20
inherited; it must become personal.
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Mussar: Borrowed faith eventually collapses; living FAER: 22 252 2= FUXX T, 20t /U=
faith endures. Aeo B7X| AL},
7. Holiness Is Found in Ordinary Life / HEE2 L9 atof| M E2q it}
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When the people ask Yochanan, "What shall we Oxt L S b SAIS LD MESH
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do?" he gives practical instructions: share clothing, = =xE AT EaE AT e
share food, collect honestly, do not extort, and be MES AHF10, ZESHK| 2, XAtESt2t0 2ekL|Ct.
content. Deuteronomy likewise teaches faithfulness MG 7|5 7T LA 20| A] AlAISEA| ArOF7Hat T
in homes, families, and daily life.
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Mussar: Extraordinary holiness is built through FAE: EEHot A2 GRS MAE0] A
ordinary faithfulness. O|2O0{&IL|Ct
8. Remember YHWH Before Prosperity Makes You Forget / S 27} 27| F0j Ofgl| £ 7| S}t
Moshe warns Yisrael not to forget YHWH after 2Hl= 32ER T S0/7t = Ol E KX et
entering a land of abundance (Deut. 6). Yishayahu ZADBIL|CHAl 6 &), O|AFOF= Q2 E MSIX|DH AR
comforts Elohim's people but never encourages olato X bl
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complacency. Yochanan reminds everyone that PR S SIHOHA| B LG f9te 2= LRIt
every tree is examined by its fruit. Jgn2 Wrgt=Ctn SkL|C}
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Mussar: Gratitude preserves remembrance, and
remembrance preserves covenant. =Lt

9. Be a Voice, Not the Center / 40| OtL| 2} /0| k|2}

O|AtOF= 0RO M 21 K| = At 22[F FLICY,

l_

Yishayahu speaks of a voice crying in the wilderness.
Yochanan identifies himself as that voice. He points 2 3}-t2 X}4AI0| HEZ 1 S40|2t10 25|,

beyond himself to the coming Moshiach. XFAIO| OFL|2} @Al mA|2tS 7}a|ZILC}.

Mussar: True servants gladly disappear so that YHWH TA2: HE &2 A410[ E2{Lt= 20| OfL| 2}

alone may be seen. OFZ|| BF LIEIL}Z| £ 7| L T},
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Yishayahu concludes by describing the greatness of
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YHWH, who measures the waters, names the stars, StLotLy 0 o= XAl S S A
and strengthens the weary. Moshe calls Yisrael to  OFZ| 2| Q|CHSIAM S StL|Ct 24| = 0|23t

trust this mighty Elohim. Yochanan prepares hearts
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for His coming.
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Mussar: The greater YHWH becomes in our eyes, FALE: 22[0] w0l OFFll7H B = 3 2 =+=
the smaller our fears become. 27|ol =L 0L XobEL|C}

Core Mussar Summary / & A2 QOF

Humility accepts Elohim's will. A2 A2 X2 7|7H0| Hot= YLt
Repentance prepares the heart for the King. 7= &2 Holg otES EH| gLt

Genuine faith always bears visible fruit. Az AE22 HEA| 20| E0|= EO| & W& LT,
Elohim's covenant is founded upon grace, not LE2o| Qg2 Q7te| S= 7t otL{2t 24| #{0f
human merit. Ml &Lt

Love is the highest motivation for obedience. A2 =59 713 =2 57| YL CH

Every believer must personally respond to YHWH. 2= AlXt= Ofg|74| 7§l © 2 S sl OF e L|C}.

Holiness is practiced through everyday faithfulness. &g O O AMASH &F =0 A AKX E LT},



Gratitude protects the covenant by preserving
remembrance.

A servant points others to the Moshiach rather than
to himself.

A greater vision of YHWH produces deeper peace
and stronger faith.

Final Reflection / Ot 2| S4

Moshe teaches Yisrael how to live faithfully within
the covenant. Yishayahu comforts a weary people
while commanding them to prepare the way of
YHWH. Yochanan the Immerser brings both
messages together, calling everyone to repentance
that bears visible fruit. These readings reveal that
the true preparation for the Kingdom is not
external religion but an inward transformation
expressed through humility, obedience, justice,
generosity, and steadfast love. As pride is lowered,
despair is lifted, crooked paths are made straight,
and YHWH becomes greater in our sight, our hearts
become a fitting dwelling place for His presence.
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