Deuteronomy Ch. 17
Verse 1

“Do not slaughter to YHWH your Elohim a bull or

sheep which has any blemish, any evil matter, for that

is an abomination to YHWH your Elohim.”

PaRDeS

Peshat: Yisrael must not bring a defective animal as an
offering to YHWH. An offering presented at His altar
must meet the standard He has established.

Remez: The blemished offering hints at giving YHWH
what costs us little while reserving our best for
ourselves.

Drash: Worship reveals priorities. When YHWH receives

only what remains after our desires have been
satisfied, the problem is deeper than the offering—it
reveals the condition of the heart.

Sod: Wholeness of the offering reflects the call toward
DN (tamim), wholeheartedness and integrity before
YHWH. The outer offering points toward an undivided
inner life.

Energetic Flow

Offering - Examination - Wholeness - Honor =
Nearness

Before something is brought near to YHWH, it is
examined. What approaches the Holy One should
reflect honor rather than carelessness.

Meaning

The previous chapter guarded the altar against foreign
worship; this verse now guards the quality of worship
offered at that altar. It is possible to worship the right
Elohim at the right altar and still approach Him
carelessly.
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Mussar

Do not give YHWH merely what is left over—leftover
attention, leftover strength, leftover time. Bring Him a
heart that treats His presence as precious.

Verse 2

“When there is found in your midst, in any of your
gates which YHWH your Elohim gives you, a man or a
woman who does what is evil in the eyes of YHWH
your Elohim, in transgressing His covenant,”

PaRDeS

Peshat: Moshe describes a serious covenant violation
occurring within one of Yisrael's communities. The
matter is not merely private wrongdoing but a breach
of YHWH's covenant.

Remez: The phrase “in your midst” warns that
spiritual corruption does not always come from
outside. It may arise within the covenant community
itself.

Drash: Torah describes sin relationally: “transgressing
His covenant.” Sin is not merely violation of a
regulation; it damages covenant faithfulness.

Sod: Covenant establishes sacred order between
YHWH and His people. Persistent rebellion attempts to
replace that order with another allegiance.

Energetic Flow

Covenant - Allegiance - Transgression -
Investigation -> Restoration of Order
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Meaning

Notice again the word “gates.” Deuteronomy 16:18

commanded judges to be appointed at the gates. Now

those judges encounter exactly the kind of difficult
covenant case for which righteous judgment is

necessary. Torah moves from the principle of justice to

its application.

Mussar

Spiritual vigilance includes examining what develops
within us, not merely identifying problems outside us.
The most important gates to guard are often our own.

Verse 3

“and has gone and served other mighty ones and

bowed down to them, or to the sun or to the moon or

to any of the host of the heavens, which | have not
commanded,”

PaRDeS

Peshat: The covenant violation is identified as idolatry—
serving other gods or bowing before the sun, moon, or

heavenly host.

Remez: Creation can become an idol when attention

stops at the created thing instead of recognizing the
Creator who made it.

Drash: The sun and moon are magnificent, but their

greatness does not make them worthy of worship. Torah

teaches us to distinguish between appreciating YHWH's S

creation and giving creation the devotion belonging only o3| 7H| &3t
=

to YHWH.

ChA| *xd 27**0|2t= 20| =52t L1 F 7|

= 2|72 2|2 Hoti= 40|

ofL|2t L] oM 70| X2t d A=K S
o= Ak =gty L2[7F X0t 2 7y

2| Xpalel Z0|Ct.

“JIMCHE M=S 474 2307 E

Y Zo1x| ofL| st

S4B L7}

UG Mo A Zetct SRt

HAFE: Qlof 2[HO| Y E2 R SHIZ
ST ZICE BHE

ot=2| HMSOA Ed

= A of



Sod: Idolatry reverses creation's proper flow. Instead of

creation pointing the soul toward its Source, the soul
stops at the vessel and forgets the One from whom its
light comes.

Energetic Flow

Creator -> Creation - Wonder - Recognition -
Worship of YHWH

Idolatry interrupts the flow: Creation - Wonder -
Worship of Creation.

Meaning

The phrase “which | have not commanded” returns

worship to the authority of YHWH. Human fascination,

religious enthusiasm, or cultural tradition cannot
determine what covenant worship should be.

Mussar

Ask what receives your deepest awe, trust, attention,
and obedience. Idolatry begins whenever something
created begins occupying the place that belongs to
YHWH.

Verse 4

“and it has been made known to you, and you have
heard, and have searched diligently. And see, if it is
true and the matter is confirmed, that this
abomination has been done in Yisrael,”

PaRDeS

Peshat: A report of serious wrongdoing must be
investigated carefully. Judgment cannot rest merely
upon accusation or rumor.
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Remez: Torah inserts investigation between hearing
and judging. What reaches our ears should not
automatically become what we believe.

Drash: Zeal for righteousness without careful
examination can itself produce injustice. Torah
therefore demands both moral seriousness and
evidentiary restraint.

Sod: Truth must be uncovered rather than assumed.
The righteous judge seeks to separate appearance
from reality before rendering judgment.

Energetic Flow
Report - Hearing - Diligent Investigation =
Confirmation - Judgment

Meaning

This verse is a practical fulfillment of “righteousness,
righteousness you shall pursue” (16:20). Pursuing
righteousness means pursuing the truth of the case,
not merely reaching a quick conclusion.

Mussar

Do not turn hearing into certainty. Before repeating an

accusation, forming an opinion, or condemning
another person, investigate what can actually be
known.

Verse 5

“then you shall bring out to your gates that man or
woman who has done this evil matter, and shall stone
to death that man or woman with stones.”

PaRDeS

Peshat: Within ancient Yisrael's covenantal judicial
system, confirmed idolatry carried the severest legal
penalty. This was a public judicial sentence, not
permission for private retaliation.
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Remez: Returning the matter to the gate emphasizes
communal accountability under established judges
rather than uncontrolled personal vengeance.

Drash: Torah's severity communicates the seriousness
of covenant betrayal, while the surrounding
requirements of investigation and testimony restrain
arbitrary punishment.

Sod: Covenant life cannot flourish when allegiance to
its Source is deliberately replaced. The imagery
emphasizes removing what destroys the covenant
order from within.

Energetic Flow

Transgression = Report - Investigation -
Confirmation - Judicial Accountability

Meaning

The sequence is important. Torah does not move
directly from accusation to punishment. Verse 4

requires diligent investigation, and the following verses

will require multiple witnesses. Severity of
consequence therefore increases, rather than
decreases, the obligation to establish truth carefully.

Mussar

The greater the consequence of your judgment, the
greater your responsibility to know the truth. Strong
convictions must be accompanied by equally strong
discipline in hearing evidence fairly.
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Verse 6

“At the mouth of two or three witnesses shall he who «Z=Q| X}2 £ AFZHO|L} M| AjRtO| SQioa =9
is to die be put to death. He is not put to death by the

° 2lo] = o == = (=] »
mouth of one withess.” Zio| R st Al S 2= F0|X| & Z10|H.

PaRDeS

SUUCZ = +70A =

Peshat: No person may receive the death penalty on = e
the testimony of a single witness. Torah requires the ~ AtP S Mgt 4= QICH E2t= & AFZIO|LL A
agreement of two or three witnesses. AF2EO| QU k|5l ZolS QastC}
M| =: SF AFEHO| ZHAL QA ZHSHCFT S A
Remeaz: Truth is not established merely because one I oF AFZEO] 2rel UA| ZehChad shA
voice speaks confidently. Serious judgment requires FA0| 2V L= 42 OfL|Ct, ZCHH EHEHO| =
firmation. " o
confirmation st=0| WL}
caps: 27 S5 LS 230k e
Drash: The greater the consequence, the greater the
responsibility to establish truth. Torah places safeguards YU HLULCL 20|12 = gl B2 = SE
around judgment because irreversible decisions AMZ=SHo| Z Q87| 20| E2t=s THEE Z=2|0f
demand extraordinary care. I
YK E =Lt
A 240 Z012 QI Ql Q1404 BEE
Sod: Multiple witnesses reflect the movement from
e o e
isolated perception toward established reality. What I2 2 LIOt7te IPE S 20 =Lk o AR O
one person perceives must be tested before becoming O|AISE {2 D= x||o| ZOo| &|7| MO
communal judgment. N
HZE[0fOF BhLF,
Energetic Flow
Obseryahon -» Witness -» Confirmation - THEH 3 =01 3 1S 3 AFAIO| £13] 3 THT}
Established Matter - Judgment
Bl= S0 & E =0 SOt ndte
Torah slows judgment down. A serious accusation E& e SR 21
must pass through confirmation before becoming a AFEIAE ALAI 2 QI™E| 7] WO BEFEA| =5 9|
judicial fact. 1S 7K Of StC}
Meaning
Verse 4 commanded Israel to “search diligently.” Verse 07| 17:4 = O| ABFAO||A| **X}A| 3|

6 now establishes one of the mechanisms of that

careful investigation: independent testimony. Torah ZAFStEf*+ 11 F3ULE 6 22 O O HSe
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ignored, but neither may an individual be condemned N L= .
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Mussar

Sk Al2HO| 20| A XL} X A| O] OF7|= OfL|LC}.
One report is not always the whole story. Resist the = te2l 20| Lt 0107 tHC
temptation to form a final judgment after hearing only $tZ&Q| 20t =11 X ZXM Ol MEHS L2 =
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one side. - o
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Verse 7

“The hand of the witnesses shall be first against him

to put him to death, and the hand of all the people &2 tH 20| 2 4i/d0| &2 HX|L|2} 4= 0|2}
last. So you shall purge the evil from your midst. 2+o| 310d L{3| =0 M 2+ FIEHX|L|2}”
PaRDeS

Peshat: The witnesses whose testimony established HAIE: SZ|E stZ3 Z0150| Y Tlsio] HAY
guilt must personally participate first in carrying out the
sentence. Afterward the community participates.

Remez: Torah makes testimony costly. A witness cannot Z0|2 JpE | =R TIE Duls} |
casually accuse someone and then disappear while

others bear the consequences of his words.

Drash: Words create responsibility. If your testimony

can determine another person's fate, you must be CtE AIEO| 2HES A™de 4= QUICHH XpA0| Eal
repared to stand behind what you have said. " "
prep Y 40 CHsf MAA FH[7}F 0] LO{OF oLt

Sod: The witness becomes inseparable from the
judgment his words create. Torah joins speech and

consequence, reminding us that words are never 742 st AR AIM RS B2E2IE 2 gle s
entirely detached from the one who speaks them.
20l =Lt

Energetic Flow

Seeing - Testifying - Responsibility - Action -
Communal Accountability



The witness moves from observer to participant. This
creates a powerful restraint against careless or
malicious testimony.

Meaning

“The hand of the witnesses shall be first.” Torah does
not permit accusation to become detached from
accountability. The person who says, “I saw it,” must
understand the enormous weight of those words.

Mussar

Before speaking negatively about another person, ask:
“Am | prepared to take responsibility for what these
words may cause?”

Verse 8

“When any matter arises which is too hard for you to
judge, between blood and blood, between plea and
plea, or between stroke and stroke—matters of strife
within your gates—then you shall rise and go up to
the place which YHWH your Elohim chooses.”

PaRDeS
Peshat: When local judges encounter a case too

difficult to resolve, they must bring it to the central
authority at the place YHWH chooses.

Remez: Wisdom includes recognizing when a matter is

too difficult for you. Knowing your limitations is itself a

form of discernment.

Drash: Torah does not demand that every person know

every answetr. It establishes a path for seeking greater

wisdom when personal understanding reaches its limit.

Sod: The movement “rise and go up” represents more
than geography. Difficult questions can become
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occasions for spiritual ascent when uncertainty leads a otL|2t O 22 Eato| X|8&2
person toward deeper Torah wisdom rather than pride. <

x
=~
2k Y 59 7|=7t 2 5= AULCL

Energetic Flow

Difficulty -> Humility -> Seeking Counsel > Greater ~ O1Ei& > AE > ZUS 7> HE X3 >

Wisdom - Resolution 5|

The Torah's answer to complexity is neither guesswork
nor stubbornness. It is humble ascent toward greater ~ OfL|C
wisdom. o

Meaning
Of 1HOM O SR &

One of the most important words in this verse is yan  **an ( &/H7) — “H/AH HF
(mimmekha) — “too difficult for you.” The Torah E 2t Qlm | RYTHEHO| A & SHA| 7} Q)
recognizes that even appointed judges have limits.

Authority does not mean omniscience. A righteous —ow
judge must know when to seek help.

Mussar

“Lt= B ECH= B0 X[32] AlZfo| & = ULt
“l do not know” can be the beginning of wisdom. Do

Eo|lEtE 7 CtS
not force an answer merely because others expect CHE AFES0| B5 7|ttt S AR 2 BE
you to have one. Know when to seek someone with  Ot=0f LY X| 22} QA O &L X|AlQF ZH S J}HX

greater knowledge and experience. A
A O A E0{0F St=X| & et

Verse 9

“| | AFEF M| AR} SEA| XY =HE L}O}7 A
“And shall come to the priests, the Léwites, and to the 191 AFE RIARS T SA TS| H 2 LHOF7EA
judge who is in those days, and shall inquire. And they 222} J12|5}H 1 50| O{E A THZETX|E LA
shall declare to you the word of right-ruling. IR
PaRDeS

HAIE: 0|22 HA 2X= 819 MAFE =2
Peshat: Difficult legal questions are brought to the IME: 0122 BS L il MA-S S 3

Levitical priests and the judge serving at that time, who TA|2| RO A 7t 7tH, A=0| M U=
provide an authoritative ruling. oA S Lj2ict,
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Remez: The phrase “in those days” teaches that each I = xS ALOf = B2 A M7

generation must seek faithful Torah judgment from the Xt2Q| A|CHOY| 2 QS 22 X| = XS Of Al A
leaders responsible in its own time. AlAISE £ ato| TS Tsliof 312 7F2 AIC}H

C2l¢|: ECF= O|™ M|C H B MSHX|X|OFAFO
Drash: Torah is received from previous generations but — b¥l: E2r= O MEHE & RO XX 2 = 0f

must be faithfully applied to the actual questions faced U= M|CH7t AKX ZE 2 HSI= 2|0 MASHA
by the living generation. 25|0{0f St}

=: E2tO[ X5 = MCHE Solil =L 2 &2

J...

Sod: Torah wisdom flows through generations. The AL
source remaTers. YHWH, whlle each generatTon receives Of %Lt O] 0| X| Tt 2+ M Ci= 10| 7tz Al
the responsibility to hear, interpret, and faithfully

transmit His instruction. =10 S| MSHH MASHA ™ E FE’Q MRS gh=Cf

Energetic Flow

Torah - Teachers = Inquiry - Understanding - Eet > 7t2X|= Xt > EE > ofsl » SHIE
Right-Ruling oA
Meaning

Torah creates a culture in which asking is honorable.  Dt=LC},
The difficult case does not remain unresolved because

OI™S7| =257 &2 2{& AFAHO

a local judge fears admitting uncertainty. He goes, asks, otz TR A5 | HE0f Oofe f |

learns, and returns with instruction. S ZE|[X| 42 K HOF A0 M= QF EICH O =
o7t 2 iR M 7I2H S 7K 2 SOF2 Lt

Mussar

Find people from whom you can genuinely ask and =
learn. A teachable person does not lose authority by ~ H R 2= AR 2 XS E 7oL HPE U=

seeking wisdom; he becomes more trustworthy. 740| OFL| 2} @8|3f O Al2|&t bt AbREO| EIC}

Verse 10

“And you shall do according to the word which they  “O}3|TH|A| EiS}L1 2L0j|Af O E0]| YA EO| =
declare to you from that place which YHWH chooses. _ I = =

! - EHo| S£rj 2 1|7 WatE| 250| Uil t2X s
And you shall guard to do according to all that they

instruct you.” CHE A7 Ag Ao[L]”

PaRDeS



Peshat: Once the central court has rendered its
decision, Yisrael is commanded to follow the ruling
carefully.

Remez: Seeking wisdom is incomplete unless we are
willing to act upon what we learn.

Drash: Sometimes people seek counsel only until they
hear the answer they already wanted. Torah presents

another pattern: ask sincerely, receive instruction, and

then obey.

Sod: True Torah learning joins hearing and doing.
Wisdom that remains only in the mind has not yet
completed its movement into life.

Energetic Flow

Question - Instruction - Reception - Obedience -
Order

Torah wisdom reaches its intended destination when
instruction becomes action.

Meaning

Notice the repeated language of doing: “you shall do...

guard to do.” Biblical wisdom is not merely possessing
correct information. Torah aims at a life ordered by
what has been learned.

Mussar

When you ask for guidance, prepare yourself not

merely to hear the answer but to change because of it.

The deepest learning happens when truth reshapes
behavior.

Verse 11
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“Do according to the Torah in which they teach you,
according to the right-ruling which they say to you.
You do not turn to the right or to the left from the
word which they declare to you.”

PaRDeS

Peshat: Yisrael is commanded to follow the Torah
instruction and judicial ruling given by the authorized
court. They are not to disregard the decision by turning
aside from it.

Remez: “Do not turn right or left” pictures Torah as a
straight path. Human preference continually pulls
toward one side or another, but covenant faithfulness
seeks the path YHWH has established.

Drash: Submission to Torah includes accepting
correction when our own interpretation or preference
proves mistaken. Teachability is therefore part of
obedience.

Sod: The straight path represents alignment. When
thought, judgment, and action become aligned with
divine instruction, the fragmented life is drawn toward
unity.

Energetic Flow

Torah - Instruction = Alignment - Obedience >
Stability

Torah provides the path; discipline keeps the person
from drifting right or left.

Meaning

The Hebrew emphasizes n1in (Torah) — instruction.
The judicial system is not intended merely to exercise
power. Its purpose is to apply YHWH's instruction
faithfully so that covenant life remains ordered by
Torah.
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Mussar

Do not ask only, “What do | think?” Learn also to ask, Of g}, **«E 2}
“What does Torah teach?” Spiritual maturity requires
allowing truth to correct personal preference.

Verse 12

“AtEo| ThY SR SHA st Y| sttE ofzll
“And the man who acts arrogantly, so as not to listen

to the priest who stands to serve there before YHWH ol MM F7|= HAPSO[Lt X EZ oA =X

your Elohim, or to the judge, that man shall die. So OIL|S}AHE O AMUS =0 0| A S oA A=

H|stof H 2|2t

you shall purge the evil from Yisrael.”

PaRDeS

HAFE: M T el [ 7[2hs no|Ho|n

Peshat: Deliberate, defiant rejection of the established
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undermines the judicial order given to Yisrael.
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Remez: The central issue is described as acting |ITT 1= i (AFE) — FHE 2

(zadon) — presumptuously, arrogantly. The dangeris W AtSIH| HSSt= A0 2 BALEICH Q@st AL
not honest questioning but pride that refuses to listen. X XS Z120| OfL|2} £7|2 == TOo|C}.

Drash: Torah distinguishes between struggling to
understand and refusing to be taught. Questions can
lead toward wisdom; arrogance closes the door to K& 2 Q1= £~ QX|OF Ot X8| 2 S0{7t=
wisdom.

Sod: Pride makes the self its own final authority.
Covenant life reverses this movement by placingthe &2 AtAIS 0F3| Q| 722! Of2ff SO 2 M 0|25t

self beneath YHWH's instruction. x| ol

Energetic Flow



Pride - Refusal to Hear - Rebellion - Disorder noks E71E AR 5 U 5 SEIA
The opposite flow is: Humility - Hearing - HILiS| SE2 AE >SS > 7IEH > &5 >
Instruction - Obedience - Order. = Mo|C},

Meaning

Notice that the problem is “not listening.” Biblical

obedience begins with hearing. This reflects the SB8H =
pattern of yn¥ (shema): hearing that leads to (#MOp, =
responsive action.

Mussar
wike| 7hy 2o F= 7120 Stt= 7tI2EE
One of the clearest signs of pride is becoming HES & o= ME[J} E|= Z{0|C} AAE 203}
unteachable. Ask yourself: When correction comes, do | o o o
TS HF S L= X Z. =
listen carefully, or immediately defend myself? dFE BE W L= 79 2 E=7, OFH
ZA) A2 O[S =

Verse 13

“And let all the people hear and fear, and no longer do ‘

arrogantly.” H|H Y = si5tX| ofL|st2| 2t

PaRDeS

HAFE: Z7)& Q| MQle DTEx &Mk

Peshat: Public accountability is intended to teach the IAFE: S7HH R B2 SSH THA

entire community the seriousness of defiant rebellion HtetX QI Q|0 M2t S 72X CHE AtES0|
u!

so that others will not act presumptuously.

Remez: Torah joins two verbs: hear and fear. Hearing
produces awareness; proper fear gives that awareness F2{siet. =22 i
moral weight.

Drash: A healthy community learns not only from
instruction but also from consequences. Seeing the =
results of destructive choices can teach wisdom before 7o CH2 ApEL
others repeat them.



Sod: Yirah—reverent fear establishes an inner
boundary. Where external law says, “Do not cross,”
reverence develops an inward desire not to cross.

Energetic Flow

Hearing - Yirah - Restraint - Wisdom - Communal

Stability

Meaning

Torah's objective is not punishment for its own sake.
The stated goal is that the people “hear and fear.”
Judgment serves instruction; consequences are
intended to protect the future of the community.

Mussar

Wisdom does not require experiencing every mistake
personally. Learn from the consequences you see in
the lives of others.

Verse 14

“When you come to the land which YHWH your
Elohim is giving you, and shall possess it and shall
dwell in it, and you shall say, ‘Let me set a sovereign
over me like all the nations that are around me,”

PaRDeS

Peshat: Moshe anticipates a future time when settled
Yisrael will desire a king like the surrounding nations.
Torah therefore gives instructions governing monarchy
before that situation arises.

Remez: The dangerous phrase is “like all the nations.”
Comparison can create desires that did not arise from
YHWH's calling but from watching others.
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Drash: Yisrael was called to be distinct, yet the

H 2O |OF =H O =S5 0| HX|H AXQ
temptation would be to measure itself by the political ' = =™ |28 U5Sel S 72
structures and symbols of surrounding nations. HAUS I|F=CZE XS HISIHE =22 A
Covenant identity becomes weakened when SIC} D 7F QOrS XS I O OFE K| AlS
comparison determines aspiration.
o8 EI T}
AE: 20| LHE ZEME S8l Al S Folg I
Sod: The soul loses awareness of its unique calling
. . . X | W=N=PN 3} O|AIS Ol
when it defines itself through another. Comparison Atilel Arot 240 Ciet 214 S Bt
moves attention outward; covenant calls attention back Hms A|MS Bto 2 E3|X|0F {QF2 OF3|| 7| A
toward the purpose assigned by YHWH. =~ o i -
A FH S Tl Ald S ChA| 20T
Energetic Flow
Observation - Comparison -» Desire - Imitation -
vation = Comparison > besire = 7 EE s HI > 8% Bu 5 W e we
Identity Shift
. . . OFO | SEL E|XI=[} BaAl A
Covenant reverses this flow: Calling = Identity - of2 0l 2 5= AL FEH > BHE »
Discernment -> Faithfulness. He  AlASEH
Meaning
*“*pian ) (HZ of28) — “2ZE UE S
The words n'ian-%23 (kekhol-haggoyim) — “like all ~ Z0|"**Zt= 2 S0 ALF A 8 T0i| A

the nations” anticipate the later request in 1 Samuel 8. LIEfLI= @82 0|2] 20 =L} 28| = chas)
The problem is not simply political organization; Torah
exposes the deeper human tendency to assume that

what others possess must also be necessary for us. A2 22| AHE BtEA| EHSICHD MZHS5H=

Mussar

DQ0I7HE Bt 0|97+ Tt AR EE BE
Be careful when your reason for wanting something

begins with, “Everyone else has it.” Before imitating ZEX| A Qe L2 A2 I =45t} CHE

others, ask whether the desire agrees with the calling APEHS et SF7| Mo 21 23H0| OFg)| A A
YHWH has given you. .

o EX|ot=XE =22

Verse 15

“you shall certainly set a sovereign over you whom “QFEA| Y| StLEE OFIHIM =4 5HA XHE | <ol
YHWH your Elohim shall choose. Set a sovereign over o2 M2 Ho|H Y| o 22 M2 4 "X



you from among your brothers. You are not allowed = 0j| A $F A}2HS St 70| Q 1| & H| 7} O}l
to set a foreigner over you, who is not your brother.” . o

Et=QlS Yl #{of MI&X] E Z0|H.”
PaRDeS
HALE: O|AZIYO| LS M e 1L
Peshat: If Yisrael establishes a king, the king must be flAF 22120l ZE M= 8% 18
the one YHWH chooses and must come from among ~ OF%|7H| A M EHS}AI X}O| O Of S O oF HH A

the covenant people. 70 M LIQOE ST}

e =.0|AZ}AO| &2 Qe £~ QX|OF Egt=
Remez: Israel may desire a king, but Torah immediately il 22120l BS 2E = UK T =2
places the desire beneath divine choice. Human ZA| O 84S 5L o] MEH of2ff =L}, 217t9|
preference does not have the final word. MSIFA|Z AMAS 2HX| Y=L}

Drash: Biblical leadership is not fundamentally self-
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appointed. Leadership is a stewardship received under
YHWH's authority and exercised within covenant HEO} Of QFX] XH Ol OFO|| A SHALSIS K K| 7| A
responsibility.

S 92 YXIX R g 9lof AKIT

A
—r
Sod: The king stands above the people politically, yet <

—
he remains beneath YHWH spiritually. Torah therefore GHo == OS] OF| Of2{off RALH. IhEkAd
creates an important hierarchy: YHWH - Torah - King Eot= 293 EME ML Ok > Eal > 2
9

- People. The king is never the highest authority.
Mg, &2 A3 2[99 #e|7t OfL|C.

Energetic Flow

YHWH's Choice > Calling -> Leadership - Service > OFlIS| M&f > S 2H > X[£3 5> 7 > ¢fe
Covenant Order =AM
The nations may exalt the king; Torah places the king UES2 3= =2 7 UK Ect= &= O
under YHWH. ot2jof =t
Meaning

O| A2 FA[ HH0f 2ot B2t 7t =2t2

This begins one of Torah's most remarkable teachings ZFE2& 72 0| StLEE A|Zf O O A 2FAOf| A|
about political power. Yisrael may have a king, but 20| Q)2 4 QK| EBte ZA| o] A S
Torah immediately begins limiting the king. His

etz A Aot o MEf ME AR, ST

’

selection, identity, possessions, desires, and eventually
even his daily reading will all be placed under Torah. Jd2|0 A= 9| 0jo| A7|7HK| 25 E2}

Otz off =O[A| &lCt.



Mussar

Authority never removes accountability. The greater
the authority a person receives, the more important it
becomes that he remain under YHWH's instruction.

Verse 16

“Only, he is not to increase horses for himself, nor
cause the people to return to Mitsrayim to increase
horses, for YHWH has said to you, ‘Do not return that
way again.””

PaRDeS
Peshat: Israel's king must not multiply horses or send

the people back toward Egypt to acquire them. His
military power is deliberately limited by Torah.

Remez: Horses represent military strength and human

security. The king is warned not to place his confidence

in what appears powerful to the nations.

Drash: Egypt was the place from which YHWH
delivered Yisrael. The pursuit of security must never
become a reason to return spiritually or practically to

the system of bondage from which YHWH has delivered

His people.

Sod: Redemption has a direction. YHWH brings His
people out of Egypt and toward covenant life.
Returning to Egypt reverses the movement of
redemption—freedom begins turning back toward
bondage.

Energetic Flow
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Fear - Search for Security - Accumulation of Power S e

->d = =
-> Dependence on Egypt - Return toward Bondage O|X|&t 5> ZAMO| 2 &S| S0t
Torah redirects the flow: Trust in YHWH - Obedience Ee2l= 0| &2 CtA| ZEICL Ol E MEIE >
-> Freedom -> Covenant Security. == 3 X1 5 ek oto] ot
Meaning

The repeated phrase naN'~N"% (lo-yarbeh) — “he shall
not multiply” begins Torah's three restraints upon royal

power: horses, wives, and silver and gold. The king Mgt =2 & OfL, 21 20 Cliet Mets
must resist the temptation to measure greatness by A|ZFSICH 2H2 o[y shS oinfL} Bro|

accumulation.
Mussar

Be careful that your search for security does not lead
you back toward something from which YHWH has Lt 7| otil RO 2 BHA| ZOM7HA| ==
Mg of43ts BE 20| XHRE 3

already brought you out. Not every place that TAlISHEL. OF
promises security leads toward freedom. ol
[

Verse 17

«] OL{ £ Bto| =0 12| O}20| O|=
“And he is not to increase wives for himself, lest his oil7ll ot & Eol 50 | OFS 0l Ol = =/
heart turn away; nor is he to greatly increase silver SlX| & Zi0|H X}7| £ 9|5l0 23 o] Ax|

and gold for himself. ar 7o|L|at”

PaRDeS

Peshat: The king must not multiply wives or
accumulate excessive wealth. Torah limits both royal =

relationships and royal possessions because they can OfS 1t EX|E 2IjA|Z 4= Q7| 20| 2o
corrupt his heart and rule. 47 of A 92 HBHSICH
o s M

Remez: The Torah identifies the true battlefield of B

(=) o o
leadership: the heart. The king may appear powerful Or5S B0 T=Ht F2 222 49 E0|BME
outwardly while inwardly his heart is being turned oo M= 10| O20| CHE Lo 2 S0t

away.
P



Drash: Power expands access to desire. Therefore

greater authority requires greater restraint, not greater

indulgence.

Sod: The Hebrew speaks of the heart turning aside.

The danger of abundance is not abundance itself but
the possibility that many attachments gradually pull the

heart away from its single covenantal center.

Energetic Flow

Abundance - Attachment - Divided Desire >
Turning Heart - Covenant Drift

Torah protects the king's heart by limiting what he is

permitted to multiply around himself.

Meaning

Notice the repeated i'7 (lo) — “for himself.” Horses for
himself, wives for himself, silver and gold for himself.
Torah exposes the danger of leadership becoming self-

centered. Authority was given for service, but
accumulation can slowly transform service into self-
exaltation.

Mussar

Ask yourself: “What am | multiplying for myself?”
Possessions, recognition, influence, or relationships
become spiritually dangerous when accumulation
becomes a substitute for faithfulness.

Verse 18

“And it shall be, when he sits on the throne of his
reign, that he shall write for himself a copy of this

Torah in a book, from the one before the priests, the

Léwites.”
PaRDeS
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HALE. 212 2 212 1| HIAFEEO
Peshat: Upon taking the throne, the king must IME: 22/0] 22 &2 2|7 MAE S0l

personally have a copy of the Torah written from the Edt= H| Y= ECIE M2t KA S &3t

authoritative Torah kept with the Levitical priests. E3}o| A2 S 7| 23|0F SHC}

glH=: Ect= oA § B2 == 37 HOf
Remez: Before Torah gives the king more power, it
= =< = |
gives him a scroll. His most important royal possession T-0FE|S £LF &2 718 8%t L27=2

is not the crown, army, treasury, or palace, but the 2tO|Lt RCHL} E ZO0|Lt Z2XO0| ofL|2t 22
words that place him beneath YHWH. N C oo
OF=]l otehof &&= Z&0|C.

Egtg]: &2 THed| CHE AR AIM E2HE
Drash: The king does not merely receive Torah from

§ S5 hoT merey receme: 4HOLS 0| 7| B S 20| OfL|CH 1= 1S
someone else. He participates in writing it. The act
forces him to slow down, encounter every word, and 7| &5}= 20| O SHCt O = 7 HH Y|
remember that the law he administers is also the law = Qram S [ BIA| SED KFAIO| A|SBH= 0]
governing him.

SAIO XHA 2 CrAag|= HAYZ2 7| ASHA oL

A K| Abo| 20| YzHof 9ot 22 7|28t
Sod: The earthly king writes the Torah while sitting

742 10| 2xt7t ofgllo| O L2 93 ofa
upon his throne because his throne must remain = | Bt Orlel B =2 3 Feh o

beneath the higher Kingship of YHWH. The scroll AU

O{OF 5}7| = O|Ct. &=t 2o FF 0| =
beside the throne silently declares: “You rule, but you =2
4o
2

Ot

[

| MAASIC}, “Lf = C}A 2| K| BF L EESE
are also ruled.”
2g wherty

Energetic Flow

Throne = Torah - Submission & Wisdom -

. . x> ERt> S5 > X > =2 X =F
Righteous Leadership

The throne gives authority; the Torah gives boundaries xte A E TR Eets O A0 BALE

and direction to that authority. HiskS =}
Meaning

**ninn mwn (0/7/4) et E 2h*+El= B2 0]
The phrase minn nawn (mishneh haTorah) means a E2}0| AbE/HIE.S o|Oj3ic), TajoE AEe

copy/repetition of this Torah. The king's first great task =

upon receiving power is therefore not expansion but 22 20| & HRf Z ot 42 = 2%H0| ofL 2}
Torah internalization. Before ruling others, he must
place himself under instruction.

Mussar



Before asking how you will lead others, ask what is

leading you. Authority without a higher authority over

it easily becomes self-rule.

Verse 19

“And it shall be with him, and he shall read it all the
days of his life, so that he learns to fear YHWH his
Elohim and guard all the Words of this Torah and
these laws, to do them,”

PaRDeS

Peshat: The king must keep the Torah with him and
read it throughout his life so that he learns to fear
YHWH and faithfully obey His commandments.

Remez: Even a king must learn to fear YHWH. Yirah is
not automatically acquired through position, age,
experience, or knowledge. It must continually be
cultivated.

Drash: Torah reading is intended to produce
transformation: read = learn - fear - guard - do.
Reading that never reaches action has stopped before
reaching its intended destination.

Sod: The king carries the scroll so that the visible

throne does not cause him to forget the invisible King.
Continual Torah consciousness keeps human greatness

in the presence of divine greatness.

Energetic Flow

Read - Learn = Fear YHWH - Guard = Do >
Become Faithful
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Torah is not merely information to the king; it is the
daily discipline by which the king's character is formed.

Meaning

1"'n M=73 2 X1 — veqara vo kol-yemei hayyav:

“He shall read it all the days of his life.” The king never

graduates from Torah. The more responsibility he
receives, the more necessary continual Torah study
becomes.

Mussar

Do not study Torah merely until you know something.
Study until what you know begins changing how you
live.

Verse 20

“so that his heart is not lifted up above his brothers,
so as not to turn aside from the command, right or
left, so that he prolongs his days in his reign, he and
his children, in the midst of Yisrael.”

PaRDeS

Peshat: Continual Torah study protects the king from
pride and deviation. Faithfulness enables his rule and
dynasty to endure within Yisrael.

Remez: Torah reveals the deepest danger of kingship:
“his heart is lifted up above his brothers.” The king
may occupy a higher office without becoming a higher
kind of human being.

Drash: The Torah deliberately calls the king's subjects
“his brothers.” Authority must never erase fraternity.
The leader remains one of the covenant people whom
he serves.
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Sod: Pride elevates the self above others; Torah places

the self beneath YHWH. Therefore continual Torah
study produces the inner downward movement of
humility necessary for someone outwardly elevated
upon a throne.

Energetic Flow

Torah - Yirah - Humility - Obedience - Stability
-> Endurance

Without Torah: Power - Self-Exaltation = Deviation
- Instability.

Meaning

This is the climax of Torah's teaching concerning the
king. The purpose of daily Torah study is ultimately the
formation of humility. The king possesses authority,
but Torah continually whispers: “These are your
brothers.”

Mussar

The true test of elevation is whether your heart
remains low. If responsibility, knowledge, wealth, or
influence causes you to see others as beneath you, the
blessing has begun becoming a spiritual danger.
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