Mussar — Devarim 21:10-25:19 « Yishayahu 54:1-10 « Mattiyahu 24:29-42

Central Theme: Holiness Is Revealed in How We Live While We Wait
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Devz?rlm 21:1.0—25:19 brings TOI‘E.lh into ordl.nary life— IRt A, J}E, AN UO{HE 27 o2 L=
marriage, family, property, lost objects, clothing, work,
wages, lending, justice, dignity, and even the treatment of &4, YT = &, 39|, Q10| EHM, A X0 5322
animals. Holiness is not confined to worship; it must ChSH= ENSFK| CHECH H2SHS o Hi0f| B 2BHE|X|
govern everyday conduct.
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Yishayahu 54:1-10 speaks to a people who have O|AIOF] 54:1-10 2 ==Xt HE2rS 0t M TS AoH
experienced shame, abandonment, and judgment. Yet HH A Of| | 2H223tC} T 2{Lf ORI M = 3|22
YHWH promises restoration: “For the mountains shall ob s e M=ol &HEX
depart and the hills be removed, but My kindness 2r& ot Tt «hS0] LI A F0| FHEHX| 2t Lo
shall not depart from you.” Ol0 = Y| A|A] L} X| OFL|S}H.»
Mattiyahu 24:29-42 turns our attention toward the OFEHOF = 24:29-42 2 22[2] A[MZ QXL 2=
coming of. t‘I‘le Son of Adam and concludes with a S5l Sl o= B « 13D 2 Mjo] Lozt
command: “Watch therefore, for you do not know
what hour your Master is coming.” ol 2ol 13| F7} =X 3|7t x| Zgo|L| 2}
1. Guard the Dignity of the Vulnerable
M7= oA Lot xtel el & Mototth 222
Devarim repeatedly restrains the power of the strong. The  z+3| 0 012 Chardt A Q242 [ A= OF
captive woman must not simply be treated as property S| o Tt
.. . . . ol= o = <)
(21:10-14). The disliked wife's son must not be deprived of E[0H(21:10-14), AFEZX| Xob= OfLf 2| O+ 0] E et
his rightful inheritance (21:15—17). The poor worker must AL S WO A M OF EICH21:15-17). 7}cHSt
receive his wages promptly (24:14-15). The widow's ~ o L
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garment cannot be taken as a pledge (24:17). ST 07= FAl S4tE 010 5HH (24:14-15), 259
2= HEZ YOt = 2 elTh24:17)
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Mussar: Our character is revealed most clearly when we Xb o . L D olo Bt
possess an advantage over another person. Torah asks not 7He 2o Esf . Eots Uizt #As €
merely, “What am I permitted to do?” but, “How am | 2 Ql=Jbratn BX| D L 20) Zo{F &S
using the power placed in my hands?”
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2. Do Not Look Away
“You shall not hide yourself.” (Devarim 22:1-4). When
your brother's animal wanders away, you return it. When “« 2 NgX| Zatr (AME7] 22:14). Xl &S0
something is lost, you protect it until it can be restored. When 7212 9lom E3{=1 ojHEl 2HS YA

an animal collapses under its burden, you help lift it.



Mussar: One of the easiest sins is cultivated blindness—
seeing a need and convincing ourselves that it belongs to

someone else. Torah trains the eyes before it trains the hands:

first, refuse to look away.

3. Build a Guardrail Before the Fall

“When you build a new house, then you shall make a

parapet for your roof.” (Devarim 22:8). Torah does not tell
us merely to respond after someone falls. It commands us to

anticipate danger.

Mussar: Spiritual maturity builds fences before temptation
becomes failure. Ask: Where in my life do I already know I
am vulnerable? Wisdom does not wait for the fall before
establishing boundaries.
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4. Remember What It Felt Like to Need Mercy
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Devarim 24 repeatedly commands Yisrael to remember: O SHC} <l = Of 20| A] |95 He 7|32t

“You shall remember that you were a slave in

Mitsrayim.” Their own experience of vulnerability was A

meant to shape how they treated strangers, orphans,
widows, and workers.

Mussar: Pain can make us harder, or it can make us
merciful. Torah transforms remembered suffering into
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compassion. The question is not merely, “What happened
to me?” but, “What kind of person will I become because
I remember it?”
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5. YHWH's Discipline Is Not the End of the Story



Yishayahu 54 acknowledges separation and discipline, but
neither receives the final word: “For a little while I have
forsaken you, but with great compassion I shall gather you.” (=
.iItudgment is real, but YHWH's covenant mercy reaches beyond ARO[ X| 2t OFgl|o| OfoFM 2Zo IS
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Mussar: Never interpret a difficult season as the complete story

(w3
Teshuvah teaches us that failure need not become identity. Zc
YHWH can turn correction into restoration and desolation into  of
renewed fruitfulness.

6. Covenant Faithfulness Is More Stable Than Circumstances
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“Though the mountains be removed and the hills be “ME0| MUK AH S 0| FAEX[2HE Li2f Qlof =
shaken, My kindness shall not be removed from you.” | #| A{ L} X| OFL| &} .” (O] AFOFZ 54:10). AL H Y|

(Yishayahu 54:10). Mountains appear permanent, yet o N
YHWH says His hesed is more enduring than = X0 BS ZME 20X ORI M= =2

mountains. **6“A1|E(7@U)**7|' AMECHE Z4 080D 222 SAICEH

Mussar: Do not measure YHWH's faithfulness by N

today's circumstances. Circumstances move like Ef=

mountains; covenant faithfulness remains. Lri
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7. Watchfulness Is a Way of Living

Mattiyahu 24:36—42 compares the coming days with the
days of Noach. People were eating, drinking, marrying, and 4|
continuing ordinary life. Their problem was not ordinary

activity itself; it was living without awareness of what was =< —

approaching.
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Mussar: Watchfulness does not mean abandoning ordinary
life. It means living ordinary life with extraordinary
awareness. We work, eat, build, marry, plant, and conduct
business while remembering that our lives remain
accountable before YHWH.
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8. Devarim Shows Us What “Watch” Looks Like
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Mattiyahu says, “Watch.” Devarim shows what ol
watchfulness looks like in practice: return what is lost;
protect your neighbor; build the parapet; pay the A
worker; leave something for the poor; use honest z
weights; remember Amalek; do not exploit
vulnerability. Ab
A
Mussar: Readiness for YHWH is demonstrated through 5
faithfulness in the responsibilities already placed before

us. The person waiting faithfully for tomorrow lives
righteously today.

Core Mussar — Live Today as One Who Is Ready

These three passages form one powerful progression.
Devarim asks: How should you live? — with justice,
compassion, responsibility, purity, and remembrance.
Yishayahu asks: What should you trust? — YHWH's
enduring covenant kindness. Mattiyahu asks: How
should you wait? — awake, faithful, and ready.

The deepest preparation for what YHWH will do
tomorrow is faithfulness to what He has placed before
us today. Return what is lost. Protect the vulnerable. Build
the guardrail. Pay what you owe. Remember where you
came from. Trust His hesed. Stay awake.

Mussar question for the week:
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“If I truly believed I must be ready before YHWH, what ordinary responsibility would I handle differently today?”

o F AE HE:
“LA7} MY 2 ofgl 9ol ZHIE|0] QL0jOf SHHD WECHH, 9i50] W MOl 20 2AS T2
Yok =7t



