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Abdallah Shriners

Elected Divan
Potentate [ll. Ronnie White
Chief Rabban Mike Guilinger
Assistant Rabban Tony Pagel

Allen Baiamonte
Rob Swecker

High Priest & Prophet
Oriental Guide

Treasurer [ll. Chris Muro, PP
Recorder Ill. Herb Merrick, PP
Appointed Divan
1st Ceremonial Frank Shell
2nd Ceremonial Tim Preece

Marshall

Captain of the Guard
Outer Guard
Chaplin

Matt Carter
Chris Harrison
Mike Saylor
Jerry Ogden

Membership Committee
Membership Chairman Jacob Davisson
Recruitment Kurt Osmundson
Restoration 1. Tim Williams, PP
Retention [ll. Bennie Smith, PP
Relationships Jacob Davisson

Bingo Committee
Chairman Chris Snell
Building Association Trustees
Term 2020 - 2024 Il.Jeff Johnson, PP
Term 2021 - 2025 Ralph Anderton
Term 2022 - 2026 Lynn Baker
Term 2023 - 2027 Ill. Kevin Larson, PP
Term 2024 - 2028 Dennis Hubler

2024 Potentate Aides
Co-Chief Aides Eric & Barb Foster
Co-Chief Aides I.Jeff & Gloria Johnson, PP

2024 Personal Aid
Blaine Miller

TEMPLE OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY-THURSDAY 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
TELL: 913-362-5300
EMAIL: office@abdallahshrine.org
5300 Metcalf Avenue, Overland Park, KS
66202

January 2025
Abdallah 2025 Elections

2025 Divan and other elections were held at our
Dec. 10™" stated meeting. The following positions
were elected by Abdallah Shriners:

Elected Divan:
Potentate-Elect Mike Guilinger

Chief Rabban-Elect Tony Pagel
Assistant Rabban-Elect Allen Baiamonte
High Priest & Prophet-Elect Rob Swecker

Oriental Guide-Elect Tim Preece

Treasurer-Elect lll. Ronnie White, PP
Recorder-Elect lll. Herb Merrick, PP

Other Board, Committee, and Representative
positions were elected as follows:

CSSA Representatives:

Mike Guilinger, Tony Pagel, Allen Baiamonte, Rob
Swecker, and Tim Preece

Imperial Session Representatives:
Mike Guilinger and Tony Pagel

Finance and Investment Committee:
lll. Chris Muro, PP

Building Association Trustee (2025-2029):
Ill. Jeff Johnosn, PP

Unit Officers Meeting

There will be a meeting for ALL Unit Officers on
Saturday, January 18" at 9am. We ask that all
Presidents, VPs, Secretary and Treasurers attend as we
will go over the activities and reporting changes for
2025.

2025 Officer Reception

Please join us Sunday, January 26" at 2pm for the
formal introduction of your Abdallah Officers for 2025
followed with a reception until 4pm.
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To the Nobilitg of Abdallah Shriners

Dear nobles and ladies of the Abdallah Shriners, As | sit here and write this
today, | am filled with a sense of gratitude. My year as Potentate of Abdallah
Shriners is ending, and while it is so bittersweet to bid farewell to this
remarkable chapter in my life, | am excited to share some thoughts on our
journey together. | made a commitment to uphold the values and traditions
of our fraternity. | knew that leading such a dedicated group of individuals
would be both a privilege and a challenge. Together, we have navigated the
highs and lows, and through it all, we have remained united in purpose.

This year has been marked by an unwavering commitment to our fraternity:

supporting our Hospitals and serving our communities. We have held events, raised funds, and
spread awareness about the incredible work being done. Each dollar we raised, every hour of
service we volunteered, was a testament to our dedication to making a difference in the lives of
those who rely on us and our membership. | want to take a moment to express my heartfelt
appreciation to each and every one of you. Your support, enthusiasm, and tireless efforts have
made this year truly unforgettable for Barbie and I.

From our dedicated officers and board members to the countless volunteers who showed up time
and time again, it has been your passion that has driven our success. Together, we have
strengthened our fraternity, welcomed new members, and created memories that will last a
lifetime.

As we reflect on our accomplishments, let us also remember the challenges we faced. There
were moments of uncertainty and obstacles that tested us. Yet, it was during those times that |
witnessed the true spirit of the Abdallah Shriners. We rallied together, leaned on one another, and
found strength in our shared commitment to our cause. It is in those moments that our true
character as Shriners shone brightly.

As | prepare to pass the torch to our next Potentate, | am filled with hope. | am confident that the
new leadership will continue to build upon the foundation we have laid together. The spirit of
camaraderie, and dedication that defines the Abdallah will carry on, and | urge each of you to
remain engaged and active in the coming year. | want to extend my deepest gratitude for the
honor of serving as your Potentate for 2024. It has been a year filled with laughter, learning, and
love. | will cherish the friendships | have made and the experiences we have shared. Thank you for
your trust, your support, and for allowing me to be a part of this extraordinary journey. Let us
continue to work together, to support one another, and to keep the spirit of the Abdallah alive. The
future is bright, and | am excited to see where our collective efforts will lead us. Thank you. There
is strength in numbers.

Potentate, Abdallah Shriners
CSSA 6TH Vice President

Zonnce White
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Januarg Blrthdags. .
Jimmie A Facklam 11 Bernie C Passler 117
Larry E Pearl 1/1 William L Murray 1/17
Ronald D Evans 11 Jeff T Hines 117
Matthew B Carter 1/3 Austin L Webster 1/18
Bill L Harris 1/4 Will Channon 1/19
David R Wilson 1/4 Wayne D Jessup 1/19
Lyndon B Jordan 1/5 Joseph V Hobbs 1/19
Robert D Lacer 1/7 Robert L Swecker 1/19
Charles G Volk 1/8 William D Kelley 1/20
Mitchell L Fassnacht 1/8 Christopher F Zugelder P.P. 1/21
Thomas D Facklam 1/9 Edward M Wayda 1/21
Charles L Adam 1/9 Carl L Hollis 1/22
Scott C Weiss 1/10 Edward A McConwell P.P. 1/24
Donald C Kay 1/11 Frank Shell 1/26
Greg Seymour 1/12 M. R Cole 1/27
Ronald L Jackson 1/12 Victor J Henke Jr. 1/28
Shawn M Heckmaster 1/12 Douglas Smith P.P. 1/28
Donald B Johnson 1/14 Bruce R Fischbach 1/28
Donald R Yoakum 1/14 James F Millholland 1/29
Joseph D Enke 1/14 Henry M Starkey 1/29
Randall B Fassnacht 1/15 Richard D Bennett 1/30
Gregory D Perkins 1/15 G. L MacRae 1/31
Duane J Lyon 1/16 Thomas E Brandtonies Sr. 1/31
Robert K McDaniel 117 John M Underwood Jr. 1/31
Jerry A Stokes 117

Birthday Friday - January 3rd!

Come on down to the Abdallah Oasis to celebrate
this month’s Birthdays along with your fellow
Nobles.

Birthday Fridays are the first Friday of the month
and start at 7:00 pm (for open bar). Feel free to
bring a snack to share.

See you there!
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From the Recorder...

There is a problem with the
Fezcard Viewer. Attached is a
summary of how to fix it from

Imperials support team.

My FezCard Viewer Fixes

Recently, you have likely received reports from your Nobility regarding changes to the
functionality of the "My FezCard Viewer" mobile app. We are working diligently to resolve
any issues, to be proactive with communications and to respond to all support tickets as
quickly as possible. But, we'd like to provide instructions and empower you to be part of
the solution as well:

For iPhone users:

The issue began when Apple released their new iOS, version 18.0. Working with their
support team, we’ve identified a fix that we’re communicating out to the field: After
confirming that they have the latest version of the iOS installed (18.1.1), when Nobles get
the dreaded “blank” screen, there will be a line on one side of the screen and they should
turn/rotate the phone such that the line is at the top of the screen. This will cause the card
to reload in landscape orientation.

For Android users:

An update to the app has been released to the Google Play Store. It is likely that old
system cache files may still be stored and are causing an error within the operating
system. Once it's been confirmed that they have downloaded and installed the latest
version of the app, it is recommended to advise these Nobles to restart their phones to
clear the temporary cache files and load the app once again. If it still doesn’t load
properly, the steps necessary to clear out the system’s cache files should be employed,
with the instructions to restart the phone once again. This should do a “hard reset” of the
phone and allow the app to begin to work.

As always, please submit a support ticket for technical assistance. This may be
accomplished through the "Support" tab in WebFez, or by emailing
webfezfeedback @shrinenet.org.



mailto:webfezfeedback@shrinenet.org
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Around The Temple. ..

ABDALLAH SHRINERS
STATED MEETING

ABDALLAH AUDITORIUM
5300 Metcalf AVE, Overland Park, KS 66202
Tuesday, January 14, 2025
7:30 PM
Ronnie White
lllustrious Potentate

lll. Herb Merrick,PP
Recorder

Abdallah Google Calendars

Abdallah Shriners uses Google calendar to
manage and track our activities. Several of
these calendars are available to the public
which you can access. They are Abdallah
Activities, Parades and Unit & Committee
Meetings. It is best to have a google account
and have google calendar installed to see
these. They may work with other calendar
programs but no guarantee. They are
accessible by adding the following links to your
calendar:

Units and Clubs

Don’t forget to wirte an Article for the
PLAYGROUND.

[Our readers would like to hear about your past andj
future events and other activities that they missed
out on.

It’'s a good way to get information out to the New
Nobels and Ladies (as well as other members) to
peak their interest in your group. Email your
articles (don’t forget to includes pictures) to
abdallahgplayground30@gmail.com.

January 2025

In Memory:
William “Bill” Hammer, PP

O. Glen Wheaton

January Schedule

Jan. 6
Jan. 13
Jan. 20
Jan. 27

Tin Lizzies
Weekenders
Misfits
Clowns/Jokers

February Schedule

Feb. 3

Feb. 10
Feb. 17 Escorts
Feb. 24 Oriental Band

A minimum of six (6) Nobles and/or Ladies are
needed for Bingo Nights by 5:45 pm. If for any
reason you cannot work your scheduled time, please
try to change with another Unit or Club and then
notify the Shrine Office at least one week in advance
of the scheduled day.

Greeters
TASS

For Units that have enough members to support
Bingo and sell 50/50 tickets, any proceeds from the
raffle will go to them.

Thank you in advance for helping with Bingo. This is
one of our biggest fund raisers!

Meeting Dinner
6:00 PM to 7:00 PM

Stuffed Bell Peppers, Mashed
Potatoes, Green Beans. Salad, Roll,

Dessert, Coffee or Tea
$12

Ladies are welcome and encouraged to join
us for dinner. Please come and support
Abdallah Chefs!



https://email.cloud2.secureclick.net/c/1556?id=76328.1030.1.722e9acc7e01a6763cb0ef33bb305bd9
https://email.cloud2.secureclick.net/c/1556?id=76328.1031.1.f0d367f97e4fbf4b27bd6a9ffaec94da
https://email.cloud2.secureclick.net/c/1556?id=76328.1032.1.f0ac4622253160e85485a8a2f31942dd
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Around The Temple. ..

Temple Donations in December

We’d like to thank those Units and individuals who
generously contribute to our fraternity and
philanthrophy - your support makes our endevours
one of the greatest in the world!

At the December stated meeting, Noble David
Bowman shared a story about a stranger who
stopped him while he was traveling; the person
noticed that he was a Shriner because of an
emblem. The stranger thanked David for the efforts
of our philanthropy, Shriners Children, and gave
him a $100 check to pass on for our hospital
program. Noble David presented that check, along
with his own donation, at the meeting. Thank you
Noble David!

Addtionally, the Tin Lizzies presented Abdallah
Shriners with a $2,500 check for support of the
Temple’s general fund. And lastly, Noble Mickie
Mikulan presented $100 for the 2025 Rodeo
program.

THANK YOU nobles for supporting your Temple!

Noble David Bowman presented a $100 check along with a $100
bill for our hospitals!

January 2025

lll. Jeff Johnson, PP and Noble Dennis Hubler present a $2,500
check to lllustrious Ronnie White from the Tin Lizzies

Chef de Shriners - Thank You!

Every stated meeting, our Chef de Shriners
prepare a meal for our Nobles to enjoy before we
start for the evening. We THANK these dedicated
brothers!

They can always use help; it’s not a lot of work and
the enjoyment of preparing a meal to share with
your bretheren is the payback. Contact Noble Joe
Brown, 713-665-0358 or Ed Rice, 816-806-4203 if
you are interested in helping.

Help Wanted

“Need help. | want to create a new website
platform to sell my books. If any of you out there
know how to do this, please contact Noble Patrick
W. Emmett, 913-744-6347. I've had one for years
but need to make a change. Therfore, | want to
rebuild a site.
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The New Year is here.
How time does fly.
Hope you all enjoyed
your Holidays and you
are ready for another
great year.

Birthday Friday was a great success again. We
miss the ones that couldn’t make it. Hope to see
you Jan.3 - bring a dish of food and join us for a
fun evening.

The Christmas Party was a huge success; large
group, good food, decorated beautifullly and fun
for all. Thanks to all that helped make it
successful. Thanks Jeff Johnson for cooking the
meat - it was so good! It also was great to see
Joe and Carolyn Brown there.

Jerry Horseman is home from hospital and is
getting stronger each day. Keep up the good
work; you both were missed.

Barbie Whites Appreciation Party was a beautiful
function for a wonderful lady. | know she was
very pleased. Nice group of ladies were in
attendances. Hope to see you and Ronnie a lot in
2025.

The Tin Lizzies are working Bingo Jan. 6.

Jan. 11" is Nobles and Ladies Appreciation
Dinner. Hope to see you all there!

Remember if you don’t attend functions, you’re
missing out on a lot of fun. Come to the Shrine
and your Unit’s meetings to hear what going on in
your Shrine.

Our Wild West dance is Jan. 25™. Tin Lizzies, be
sure to sell tickets - this is one of our main money
makers. This needs every member to do their
share and sell tickets to make it a success. Do
your share! Everyone else, tickets are available
from Tin Lizzie members as well as the Shrine
Office.

January 2025

Birthdays for January:
Wylene Nibarger 1-5
Doug Smith 1-28

Happy Anniversary to the following members:

Brian/Misty Christenson 1-15
Jerry/Jeanie Horseman 1-20
Mike/Terri Thomas 1-24

It is a new year let’s start it off with the help of all
Unit members and friends in making this another
great year for the Abdallah Shrine...

Tin Lizzie

Mystery Writer

Jan. 2025

Do you have your Camel?
You won’t forget it next time.

First, congratulations to the Elected Divan, we
look forward to great leadership in 2025. Second
congratulation to all the Unit for their new elected
Officers. Third congratulations to Ill Sir Don Best
PP, Gregg Loeser, Roy Samuel, Bill Murray the
Abdallah Oriental Band officers for 2025.

The Band plans to get on the wagon (trailer) in
2025. The OB is open to have performers join us
so we can fill our trailer to perform the “sweetest
music this side of heaven”. No experience
needed, we will provide the instruments,
costumes and fun, you just have to be there.

The Band wishes all a very Happy New Year!

Keeper of the Pile
Roy Samuel, Secretary
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The Antique and Classic Cars enjoyed a fun and
enjoyable holiday party at Lynn Baker’s Party Barn
in Spring Hill, KS. The event was well attended
and food was delivered by K&M BBQ in Spring
Hill. Lynn was a gracious host as several awards
were presented. The coveted Dented Hub Cap
Award was presented to Allen Baiamonte for
2025. Pat Emmett, Lynn Anderson and Marshall
Widman were all recognized for 35 years of
membership in the unit. Later in December, we
covered BINGO for the 6" time this year. We had a
good turnout. Thanks guys.

The Antique and Classic Cars Unit is now part of
the Abdallah Shrine Motor Corps. We still adhere
to our original mission via our bylaws to provide
transportation to the Potentate, members of the
Divan and Special Guests of the Shrine. For the
past couple of years our Potentates have granted
us freedom to invite family and friends along as
riding guests, as long as no other dignitary takes
precedence. We look forward to an active 2025
Parade season.

There are many exciting things for us to do during
the year. We always sponsor a Shrine Bowl
football player and we will drive to the Shrine Bowl
for the parade and game again this year. It will be
held in Dodge City, KS and it should be a good
game. Even if you don’t go to the game in Dodge
City, our unit participates in the Shrine Bowl BBQ

January 2025

to honor the players who will representing the
EAST.

Our Unit will also order and sell Sweet Vidalia
Onions again this year. Many of us have our
regular customers who look forward to the onions.
We still have the option to sell the onions at both
Olathe Farmer’s markets until they’re all gone.
Last year we ordered 6,000 pounds and could
have ordered more. This is a Unit bonding
exercise and we look forward to the experience.

Abdallah will once again sponsor the Rodeo and
Demo Derby at the Johnson County parade
grounds. Our members have always volunteered
to assist with delivering the best outdoor
entertainment Johnson County residents could
ask for. We look forward to seeing you out there.

Our meeting was delayed from New Year’s Day to
January. 8™, 6:30 at the Shrine. One thing on our
agenda is ordering new shirts and hats. We
ordered a sample and Scott Lamons will model it
for us. If unit members agree, we will pre-
purchase the sizes you ask for and then you will
purchase them from the unit.

Our unit continues to grow. We appreciate each
new member. Each of you bring a unique
experience to the group. As we’ve said before, we
are an inclusive group, not an exclusive group. All
are welcome to a group who enjoys just about
anything automotive. We go to car shows, cruises,
auto museums, non-shrine parades and jump at
any chance to show off our cars. If you like cars,
we’re your group.

Take care and enjoy your 2025 Shrine Experience
with our new elected Potentate and Divan.

Respectfully Submitted,
Patrick W. Emmett, President
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TemPle Cvents...
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Temple Cvents...

Rodeo Appreciation Dinner

On Sunday, Dec. 15t, Abdallah held an
appreciation dinner and thank you for everyone’s
participation in the 2024 Rodeo. Awards were
given out for Top Advertising Salesman (Chad
Chiswell), Top Unit Contribution (Tin Lizzies), Top
Trade Out Salesman (Chris Harrison), and Top
Bucket Man (Clyde Collins). In addtion,
recoginition was provided for this year’s sponsors
and our Rodeo Contractor, CR McKellips. Lastly, a
special gift was presented to our Potentate from
Barbara Hines in memory of Jody.

A great dinner was provided along with good
company and fellowship! THANK YOU Abdallah
Shriners and we look forward for your continued
support in next year’s Rodeo at the Johnson

January 2025




Abdallah Playground January 2025

Temple Cvents...

Kids Breakfast w/Santa and Mrs. Claus

Abdallah brings back a new version of an old favorite to ring in the Holidays - Santa and Mrs. Claus at
the Shrine Temple! On Sat., Dec. 7thkids had the opportunity to visit with Santa and Mrs. Claus, eat

breakfast, watch some magicians, a juggler, and have their face painted. We hope to make this an
annual tradition, so spread the word.

Thank you all for coming to Abdallah!
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Teml:)le Cvents...

1st Lady’s
Appreciation
Dinner

The ladies of Abdallah held a
First Lady Appreciation
Dinner on Tuesday, Dec. 10t
at the Oasis. A wonderful
time was had by all! In
addtion to an elegant dinner,
everyone enjoyed a surprise
visit by none other than
Britney Spears!

Thank you First Lay Barbie for
a great year!
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Qur 5t. Louis HosPital...
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Unit Officers
Meeting
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