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The first half of 2026 has been busy. 
We recently wrapped up a successful rodeo at the Johnson County Fair in 
Gardner, and we are now finishing our work with them during the fair. It was 
hot, but the Derby got off to a strong start. Thank you to everyone who 
volunteered their time to support our Shrine.
The Imperial Session in Tampa was the best I have attended. We have made 
decisions for both our Shrine organization and hospital corporation that will 
help move us forward. Unfortunately, our Shrine per capita will increase by 
$5 next year to help support Imperial’s finances. On the hospital side, several 
items were approved to make our care structure more efficient. These 
changes will allow us to partner with health care organizations and provide 
innovative care for our kids.

August brings CSSA in Davenport, Iowa. I know it is a long drive this year, and many will not attend 
because of the distance. Those who do attend will represent Abdallah well. Our Provost and Blue 
Racers will be competing, and we wish them luck in their events. I look forward to the rest of the year 
and all the events ahead, both scheduled and unscheduled. Remember to find the fun in everything you 
do, especially at our Shrine. The attitude you share with others will come back to you in many positive 
ways.
Your 2026 Potentate,

Tony Pagel
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Potentate’s Message…

“LOVE ,  DRIVES , ACTION”



ABDALLAH SHRINERS
STATED MEETING

ABDALLAH MAIN HALL
5300 Metcalf AVE, Overland Park, KS 66202

Tuesday, August 11, 2026
7:30 pm

      Tony Pagel                                                        Gary Folk
Illustrious Potentate                                              Recorder

A minimum of six (6) Nobles and/or Ladies are needed 
for Bingo Nights, Doors open at 5:30 pm. If for any 
reason you cannot work your scheduled time, please try 
to change with another Unit or Club and then notify the 
Shrine Office at least one week in advance of the 
scheduled day.

Thank you in advance for helping with Bingo! 

August Schedule
Aug 3                            OB & LOH
Aug 10                               Antique Cars
Aug 17                             Provost Guard
Aug 24                                Blue Racers
Aug 31                                  NO BINGO
September Schedule
Sep 7                        Weekenders
Sep 14                Antique Cars & Jokers
Sep 21                                           TASS
Sep 28                                        Escorts

In Memory:
Ill. Floyd Fleming, PP

Abdallah Google Calendars
Abdallah Shriners uses Google calendar to 
manage and track our activities. These 
calendars are available to the public; it’s best 
to have a Google account and Google calendar 
installed to see these. They may work with 
other calendar programs, but no guarantee. 
They are accessible by adding the following 
links to your calendar:
Activities - https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?
cid=YWJkYWxsYWhzaHJpbmUzMEBnbWFpbC5jb20

Unit & Committee Meetings - https://
calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?
cid=b2VkZGIxZjF2MG9jbzNqdHE2a205cWxnMmNAZ3J
vdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ

Parades - https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?
cid=cGNkOWQwMGtvOWFqaWJsdnE2cjY3NDdyYjhAZ
3JvdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ

Units and Clubs
Don’t forget to wirte an Article for the 

PLAYGROUND.
Our readers would like to hear about your past and 
future events and other activities that they missed 

out on.

It’s a good way to get information out to the New 
Nobels and Ladies (as well as other members) to 

peak their interest in your group. Email your 
articles (don’t forget to includes pictures) to 

abdallahgplayground30@gmail.com. 
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Meeting Dinner 6:00 pm
(RSVP to the Office Required 

by Thu., August 6)
Meal provided by Hy-Vee Catering

Ladies are welcomed and encouraged to 
join us for dinner!

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=YWJkYWxsYWhzaHJpbmUzMEBnbWFpbC5jb20
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=YWJkYWxsYWhzaHJpbmUzMEBnbWFpbC5jb20
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=b2VkZGIxZjF2MG9jbzNqdHE2a205cWxnMmNAZ3JvdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=b2VkZGIxZjF2MG9jbzNqdHE2a205cWxnMmNAZ3JvdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=b2VkZGIxZjF2MG9jbzNqdHE2a205cWxnMmNAZ3JvdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=b2VkZGIxZjF2MG9jbzNqdHE2a205cWxnMmNAZ3JvdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ
https://email.cloud2.secureclick.net/c/1556?id=126405.1525.1.4123652695051ccaa2be82ceca104d3b
https://email.cloud2.secureclick.net/c/1556?id=126405.1525.1.4123652695051ccaa2be82ceca104d3b
https://email.cloud2.secureclick.net/c/1556?id=126405.1525.1.4123652695051ccaa2be82ceca104d3b


July Birthday celebrants!

Birthday Friday August 7th!
Come on down to the Abdallah Oasis to celebrate this month’s Birthdays along with your fellow Nobles 
& Ladies. It’s one of our best social gatherings!
Birthday Friday is on the first Friday of this month and starts at 7:00 pm (for open bar).
Feel free to bring a snack to share. Come join the fun and fellowship!

Abdallah Birthdays…
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Charles E Bowers 8/2
Henry P Crow Jr 8/2
Joseph C Collins 8/2
Jim M Dehoff 8/2
Mark W Cunningham 8/2
Charles H Neeland III 8/3
Robert S Hansen 8/5
Joseph C Pisciotta 8/5
Andrew P Cassity 8/5
Danny D Walenta 8/6
Col. Robert P Schloeser, PhD 8/7
Richard A McGinnis 8/8
Richard A Rasperger 8/8
Ill. Medford L Wilson, PP 8/9
William W Eddings 8/9
Roger B Miller 8/10
Joseph R Wilson 8/11
Walter M Johnston 8/11
Anthony Brogna 8/11
Eric W Foster 8/11
Mitchell E Carter 8/14
Logan A Kaki 8/14
Ronald E Joles 8/17

William J Burman III 8/18
James A Howd Jr 8/19
Sam J Walters 8/20
Paul E Leffert 8/20
Kirby E Watson 8/20
Bruce K Graham 8/21
Norman R Scott 8/23
Bruce D Mayfield 8/23
David L Harrington 8/24
Kyle V Boos 8/24
Willis J Pape 8/25
Andrew Vidler 8/25
Ill. Bennie L Smith II, PP 8/26
Kirk A Weaver 8/26
David L Prawl 8/27
George W Luther 8/28
Cecil E Mashburn 8/28
Dennis R Hancock 8/29
David M Baggett 8/30
Gary G Sauer 8/31
Daniel G Hamilton 8/31
Ruben R Ramirez 8/31



Around Abdallah…
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More Than Brothers…
Recently, two of our Nobles, Don Marah and 
Calvin Smith, made a connection that goes 
beyond brotherhood; they’re now a part of 
each other…literally. Last month, Don received 
a life-saving kidney transplant from Calvin.
Over the last year, Don had been suffering from 
kidney failure and was getting close to the 
point of needing a transplant. Calvin had heard about Don’s situation in a conversation with fellow 
Nobles at Abdallah. This hit home with him in particular because he had a close friend that had passed 
away from kidney failure before he could ever receive a transplant. Likewise, Calvin had other 
experiences and posted on social media “…I have seen what kidney disease can do to someone. Being in 
the Medicare field, talking with folks on dialysis, and having other people I know go through it, that is not 
living. It’s rough on everything from physical, mental, financial...”
Last November, the two got together at Birthday Friday and talked about Don’s situation and what 
could be done about it. Coincidently, Don happened to know the mother of Calvin’s friend that had 
passed away. It certainly seems like fate was brining these two together. As Don’s conditioned worsened, 
testing began for Calvin in February to see if he would be a compatible donor. Miraculously, out of 153 
markers used to identify a compatible donor, Calvin matched 149 of them. Don’s doctors told him they’ve 
never seen that close of a match before, even with family members as potential donors.

The surgery took place on Thursday, July 16th at Saint Luke’s 
Hospital on the Plaza. All went well and both Nobles are 
recovering. Don was even able to come out and watch 
Abdallah parade at the Leavenworh County Fair Parade on 
July 28th.

We look forward to seeing our two brothers in the future. 
Please keep them and their families in your prayers.



Around Abdallah…

Another Shriner Joins the Caravan!
We had another new Noble join us at this year’s 2026 Imperial Session in Tampa Florida!

Meet Noble Ethan Gawith - he received his Cold 
Sands degree on Monday, July 13 before the 
opening of the Imperial Session, along with a class 
of other canidates from around the realm. He was 
“Fezed” at the Public Opening by his Lady, 
Candace Maxwell.
Ethan is a member of Overland Park Lodge, #436 in 
Overland Park, KS.
Ethan comes from a Shriner legacy; his uncle is 
Illustrious Brian Hagmier, PP (Arab Shriners), who 
served as the Imperial Chaplain from 2025-2026. 
Welcome Ethan to Abdallah Shriners!
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2027 Nobility Trip
Chief Rabban Allen Baiamonte and Lady Jackie would like to invite all Nobles and Ladies for a 2027 
“Fezcation” on the Riviera Maya, Mexico, from April 22nd to April 29th, 2027. We will be staying at the 
all-inclusive resort, Ocean Riviera Paradise, just a short distance from Playa del Carmen.
There was an informational meeting on Wednesday, July 22, 2026 for anyone interested in the trip. It’s 
open to Nobles, families, and friends. If you would like more information, you can contact Allen 
Baiamonte, 816-204-0945 or the trip travel coordinator, Karen Marlow, 785-266-5701, 

karen@funinsuntravel.com. You 
can register at https://
www.funinsuntravel.com/shrine-
ocean-riviera--el-beso-
paradise.html.

Noble Ethan Gawith & Candace Maxwell

https://www.funinsuntravel.com/shrine-ocean-riviera--el-beso-paradise.html
https://www.funinsuntravel.com/shrine-ocean-riviera--el-beso-paradise.html
https://www.funinsuntravel.com/shrine-ocean-riviera--el-beso-paradise.html
https://www.funinsuntravel.com/shrine-ocean-riviera--el-beso-paradise.html


Around Abdallah…

The Abdallah Social Society 
(TASS) met on the Oasis patio 
for their regular monthly 
meeting on July 23rd and 
enjoyed good fellowship, 
cigars, and pizza.
The group decided to try out 
working Bingo concessions as 
a fundraiser and will be working 

on Monday, August 10th. If you are a member, 
please be there as soon as you can, preferably 
by 4:30 pm.

For everyone else, TASS meets on the 4th 
Thursday of the month, March through October.  
We meet in the Oasis, social starting at 5:00 pm, 
dinner served around 6:00 pm.
Bring a cigar to share; we have a raffle for those 
who contribute cigars.
Interested in joining? Dues are $50/year and your 
initiation fee is a bottle of your favorite drink. For 
more information, contact Dennis Cranor, 
913-219-4909 or Chris Snell, 913-461-8888.
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Another great B-day 
Friday.  I didn't know 
there were so many July 
Birthdays.  A fun 
evening was had by all 
who attented . Hope to 
see a good turn out in 
August!
The Tin Lizzie's want to thank Ralph and Lindy 
Anderton for having us come to their home andy 
enjoy a delicious BBQ Ribbed dinner last month.  
A great meal and fun time was had by all that 
attended.
The Tin Lizzies and the Shrine office have tickets 
for the Shrimp Dinner on September, 19th, 5-7pm. 
Tickets are $20.00 per person.  Get your tickets 
early; they will be going fast!
There seems to a bunch of fun people thinking of 
going on the 2027 Nobility trip next April 22nd thru 
April 29th.  If interested call the Shrine Office for 
more information. 
Happy Birthday to the following for the Month of 
August:
Eric Foster 8/11
Gloria Johnson 8/18
Ill. Bennie Smith, PP 8/26
Happy Anniversary to the following for the Month 
of August:
Jeff & Gloria Johnson 8/4
Russell & Cindy Reese 8/26
Stay cool and hydrated!
Tin Lizzie 
Mystery Writer



Around Abdallah…
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July the Antique and 
Classic Cars unit kicked 
off the month with dinner 
at Austin’s Restaurant on 
Lone Elm Road then we 
went to the home of Lynn 

and Sue Anderson not far from the restaurant. We 
decided it was time for a Unit picture. The photo 
was taken in front of Bob Lamons Classic Chevy 
Convertible. Pictured in the center is our Unit 
mascot, Annie with her best friend, Lynn Baker. 

10 of our members were unable to attend and 
have their picture taken for a host of reasons. 
Still, we had a good turnout. Antique and Classic 
Cars women were invited to be in the picture, 
however, they declined for this shot. Lynn baked 
brownies and served ice cream and it was 
delicious.
The Wounded Camel has allowed some of our 
suffering members to recover just a bit.

Calvin Smith was unable to attend our meeting 
due to preparation for his kidney donation to Don 
Marah. Calvin is literally saving our fellow Noble’s 
life and our prayers and hopes are with both men 
for this noble mission.

We were prepared to go to the Lenexa 4th of July 
Parade and three of us showed up only to be told 
the parade was cancelled due to thunder and 
lightning in the area. Our Unit successfully 
liquidated all 4,000 pounds of onions and we 
thank everyone involved for this effort. 
We enjoyed a successful Shrine Bowl weekend at 
the end of June and the East finally one a game. 
Yea! July 22nd was the Miami County parade in 
Paola. The 28th was the Leavenworth parade in 
Tonganoxie. And August 1st was the Johnson 
County Parade in Gardner. On July 24th and 25th 
the Johnson County Rodeo was held in Gardner 
and some of our members volunteered to help out 
with concessions.
Unit member and Chief Rabban, Allen Baiamonte 
is planning a 2027 Nobility trip to Riveria Maya, 
Mexico. Good time to go in April next year. 
Sounds like fun. Take a trip and enjoy yourselves. 
The Antique and Classic Cars Unit is a good 
choice for new members and members who are 
out there and might enjoy parading in a car to 
wave at cheerful parade watchers. Drive your car/
truck or someone in the Unit’s car. Come along 
and enjoy the fun. We are a fund group and as of 
May we are clowning around with some terrific 
guys. You can become one of us. Just attend one 
of our meetings which are held the first 
Wednesday of every month. When we’re not 
joining our Ladies for a dinner-out, we meet the 
first Wednesday in the Shrine Oasis at 6:30. 
Guests are always welcome. Feel free to call; 
Patrick W. Emmett 913-744-6347.



Around Abdallah…
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The Provost Guard have been 
busy the month of July. We 
continue to work Bingo 
concessions the first Monday of 
the month. We also worked 
security for a birthday event on 
the 18th. All went well. There 

were a few problems with the noise and the DJ 
being a little aggressive with the fog machine, but 
overall it was a success.
The Provost will be helping at the Johnson County 
Fair from July 24th to August 1st. We will be 
keeping the Ladies checking IDs safe and 
securing the beer garden area. Keep an eye out 
for our members and pray that all our Shrine 
family have a safe and successful Fair Event.
Our shooting team has been busy practicing to 
compete in the upcoming CSSA pistol and 
shotgun events that will be held in Davenport, IA / 
Moline, IL, August 19-23, 2026. Please plan to 
participate or support us in representing Abdallah 
Shrine.
The pistol shooting competition team has been 
meeting on the first Tuesday of the month at The 
Bullet Hole at 5:00 pm. The shotgun team will 
start practicing at Powder Creek gun range. 
Details will be coming soon.
Consider attending a meeting or joining us for a 
monthly shooting team practice to learn more 
information about becoming a member! Meetings 
are the first Tuesday of the month, at 6:30 PM, 
and in the Oasis. If you are interested in shooting, 
please contact Larry Riggs. Please join us.

The Escorts continued 
to stay busy in the 
month of June and July.  
A lot of time was spent 
working at the Abdallah 

Shrine Rodeo, both in the concessions and the 
ticket booth.  At the ticket booth alone, Escort 
Ladies Lisa, Melissa, Randi and Marcella sold 1395 
tickets over the four nights and collected $18, 
411.00 at the booth! Wow! Great job ladies!

Escort members again sold homemade baked 
goods and worked the concessions at Monday 
night bingo right after the rodeo.

The next stop was to Ottawa to feed our football 
players while they attended training camp for the 
Shrine Bowl!

In July, the Escorts assisted with the concessions 
at bingo and again had a designated table to sell 
their sweet treats.

Many of the Escort members will be assisting at 
the JOCO Fair BBQ competition, derby and rodeo 
over the last 2 weeks of July.

 If you are interested in learning more about 
becoming a member of the Escorts, please speak 
with any current member or lady.  We would love 
to extend our membership!



Around Abdallah…
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Our Bingo committee held it’s first-ever Pull Tab 
Bingo night on Tuesday, July 21st at Abdallah 
Shriners. Pull Tab is a game we play before and 

during intermission at our regular Monday night 
Bingos. However, July 21st was all pull tab games.

There was $6,350 in prize money to be given away, 
which each contestant paid $75 for 75 cards, to be 
played across 12 games and we pre-sold all 100 
game packages.

We had a successful night and once we were 
done, the crowd asked if they could continue to 
play our regular pull tab games, which we went 
ahead and played a few more.

Thanks to Chris Snell and the Bingo Committee for 
making this night a success. Be on the lookout for 
more pull tab nights in the future!

Rodeo Queen 
News
Our 2026/2027 Abdallah 
Rodeo Queen, Aleycia 
Rutledge, has been out 
and about representing 
Abdallah Shrine Rodeo.
One of her more recent 
outings was at the Deanna Rose Children’s 
Farmstead in Overland Park. She was there to 
celebrate National Day of the Cowboy, which 
falls on the fourth Saturday in July - this year it 
was on the 25th.
Aleycia was there greeting visitors, sharing 
information about our Rodeo, reading to children, 
and being a great spokesperson for our Shrine.



Abdallah Events…
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Thank you Nobles and Ladies for 
helping out at this year’s Johnson 
County Fair!



CSSA Is Here
2026 CSSA Ceremonial is Aug. 19 
thu Aug. 22 in Davenport, IA. It’s a 
great time and a chance to meet 
with fellow Shriners in the mid-west 
region, which has 22 Shrine 
chapters.
There’s still an opportunity to 
register at the last minute but check 
with the Office first.
The ceremonial schedule has been 
posted - check out the events and 
times below. Remember, events can change, so make sure you get the latest and greatest. Here is one 
website you can see the schedules: https://cssaevents.com or https://

1. You may go to the website to register:
         https :/ eventregistration.livecssa2026registration
2. Use the QR Code below to get to the website
3. Notify the Office if you’ve registered.
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https://cssaevents.com/
https://www.tangiershrine.com/cssaconference
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Around The Realm…
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