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Elected Divan 
Potentate                                                       Tony Pagel
Chief Rabban                                       Allen Baiamonte
Assistant Rabban                               Rob Swecker 
High Priest & Prophet                                   Tim Preece
Oriental Guide                                              Chris Snell
Treasurer                                       Ill. Ronnie White, PP                                             
Recorder                                                         Gary Folk

Appointive Divan 
1st Ceremonial                                        Chris Harrison
2nd Ceremonial                                         Calvin Smith 
Marshall                                                   Chase LaPorte
Captain of the Guard                                    Mark Sager
Outer Guard                                                 Larry Riggs
Chaplin                      Shawn Heckmaster 

Building Association Trustees
Term 2022 - 2026                                         Lynn Baker
Term 2023 - 2027                           Ill. Kevin Larson, PP
Term 2024 - 2028                                   Dennis Hubler
Term 2025 - 2029            Ill.Jeff Johnson, PP
Term 2026 - 2030                                  Ralph Anderton

Finance & Investment Committee
Term 2021-2026                                        Ken Holliday 
Term 2022-2027                                         Bill Leonard 
Term 2023-2028                                     Duke Neeland
Term 2024- 2029                               Ill. Chris Muro, PP
Term 2025-2030                          Ill. Mike Guilinger, PP

Imperial Representatives 
Potentate                                                       Tony Pagel
Chief Rabban                                       Allen Baiamonte

CSSA Representatives 
Potentate                                                       Tony Pagel
Chief Rabban                                       Allen Baiamonte      
Assistant Rabban                               Rob Swecker 
High Priest & Prophet                                   Tim Preece
Oriental Guide                                              Chris Snell

TEMPLE OFFICE HOURS 
MONDAY-THURSDAY 10:00 am – 4:00 pm 

TELL: 913-362-5300
EMAIL: office@abdallahshrine.org

 5300 Metcalf Avenue, Overland Park, KS 66202
Send address changes to Temple Office

Potentate Aides
Chief Aides                               Ralph & Linda Anderton

Personal Aide                                            Blaine Miller

Potentate’s Advisors 
Ill. Jeff Johnson PP, Ill. Chris Muro PP, Ill. Kevin Larson 
PP, Ill. Ronnie White PP, Jerry Ogden 

Administrative Building Manager 
Coordinator                                             Randy Bennett

Communication Coordinator                      Ryan Urban

DeMolay Representative                      Allen Baiamonte

Hospital Transportation Coordinator             Joe Hobbs

Kansas Shrine Bowl Directors
Allen Baiamonte, Callan Martin, Mark Sager

Oasis
Manager                                         Ill. Tim Williams, PP

Parade Marshall                                           Mark Sager

Permanent Contributing Membership
Chairman                                       Ill. Ronnie White PP

Provost Marshall                                           Larry Riggs

Playground Editor & Chief                   Allen Baiamonte

Bingo Committee
Chairman                                                      Chris Snell

Cajun Party Committee
Chairman                                                Chris Harrison

Membership Committee
Membership Chairman                                 Mark Sager
Assistant Chairman                            Jacob Davisson
Recruitment                                                     Jon Allee
Restoration                                     Ill. Tim Williams, PP
Retention                                       Ill. Bennie Smith, PP
Relationships                                          Jacob Davisson

Red Zone Committee 
Chairman                                                      Pat Emmett 

Rodeo & Derby Committee
Chairman                                      Ill. Ronnie White, PP

Rodeo Queen Program
Chairperson                                              Ms. Lesli Belt

SHC Golf Committee
Tony Pagel, Scott Weise, Ill. Kevin Larson, PP, Ill. Nick 
Turner, PP 

St. Louis Hospital Board
Associate Member                                      Bill Leonard

Sunshine Committee
Chairman                                         Shawn Heckmaster



Potentate’s Message…

Nobles and Ladies,
Like most people in our shrine and my friends know I play a little bit of 
golf on occasion. I chose this year's motto after hearing a phrase at 
the imperial session last year that made me reflect on my daily 
actions. Everyone in this room loves what we do here Abdallah and 
for hospitals and patients.
Our love for Abdallah, our hospitals, and our patients is what truly 
motivates us. It's this passion for our greatest philanthropy that fuels 
all we do to improve our shrine. This year, I challenge everyone to let 
our love for what we do inspire us to make a real difference for our 
shrine, hospitals, and patients. Whether it's volunteering your time, 
supporting a fundraising event, or reaching out to someone in need, 
let your love guide your actions this year.
I am looking forward to a great year and would like to invite any of our 

nobles and ladies to join me in attending the Red Rose Dance with our Prince Hall brothers and their 
ladies on February 28 at F.O.P.  Off Lenvenworth road in KCK. The dance starts at 7:00 pm. Let's get a 
group together as support them as they always support our functions.

Fraternally,

Tony Pagel
Potentate
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“LOVE ,  DRIVES , ACTION”

2026 Elected Divan
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ABDALLAH SHRINERS
STATED MEETING &

OFFICER INSTALLATION

ABDALLAH MAIN HALL
5300 Metcalf AVE, Overland Park, KS 66202

Tuesday, February 10, 2026
7:30 pm 

      Tony Pagel                                                      Gary Folk
Illustrious Potentate                                            Recorder
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A minimum of six (6) Nobles and/or Ladies are needed 
for Bingo Nights, Doors open at 5:30 pm. If for any 
reason you cannot work your scheduled time, please try 
to change with another Unit or Club and then notify the 
Shrine Office at least one week in advance of the 
scheduled day.

Thank you in advance for helping with Bingo! 

February Schedule
Feb. 2                            Tin Lizzies
Feb. 9                                Weekenders
Feb. 16                             Clowns/Jokers
Feb. 23                                            TASS
March Schedule
Mar. 2                               Greeters
Mar. 9                                        Escorts
Mar. 16                      Oriental Band/LOH
Mar. 23                                 Antique Cars
Mar. 30                                         Provost

Meeting Dinner 6:00 pm
(RSVP to the Office Required 

by Feb. 4)
Meal provided by Hy-Vee Catering

Ladies are welcomed and encouraged to 
join us for dinner!

In Memory:
None to Report!

Abdallah Google Calendars
Abdallah Shriners uses Google calendar to 
manage and track our activities. These 
calendars are available to the public; it’s best 
to have a Google account and Google calendar 
installed to see these. They may work with 
other calendar programs, but no guarantee. 
They are accessible by adding the following 
links to your calendar:
Activities - https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?
cid=YWJkYWxsYWhzaHJpbmUzMEBnbWFpbC5jb20

Unit & Committee Meetings - https://
calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?
cid=b2VkZGIxZjF2MG9jbzNqdHE2a205cWxnMmNAZ3J
vdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ

Parades - https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?
cid=cGNkOWQwMGtvOWFqaWJsdnE2cjY3NDdyYjhAZ
3JvdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ

Units and Clubs
Don’t forget to wirte an Article for the 

PLAYGROUND.
Our readers would like to hear about your past and 
future events and other activities that they missed 

out on.

It’s a good way to get information out to the New 
Nobels and Ladies (as well as other members) to 

peak their interest in your group. Email your 
articles (don’t forget to includes pictures) to 

abdallahgplayground30@gmail.com. 

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=YWJkYWxsYWhzaHJpbmUzMEBnbWFpbC5jb20
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=YWJkYWxsYWhzaHJpbmUzMEBnbWFpbC5jb20
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=b2VkZGIxZjF2MG9jbzNqdHE2a205cWxnMmNAZ3JvdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=b2VkZGIxZjF2MG9jbzNqdHE2a205cWxnMmNAZ3JvdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=b2VkZGIxZjF2MG9jbzNqdHE2a205cWxnMmNAZ3JvdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=b2VkZGIxZjF2MG9jbzNqdHE2a205cWxnMmNAZ3JvdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ
https://email.cloud2.secureclick.net/c/1556?id=126405.1525.1.4123652695051ccaa2be82ceca104d3b
https://email.cloud2.secureclick.net/c/1556?id=126405.1525.1.4123652695051ccaa2be82ceca104d3b
https://email.cloud2.secureclick.net/c/1556?id=126405.1525.1.4123652695051ccaa2be82ceca104d3b


February Birthdays…

Birthday Friday - February 6th!
Come on down to the Abdallah Oasis to 
celebrate this month’s Birthdays along with your 
fellow Nobles. It’s one of our best social 
gatherings.
Birthday Friday is on the first Friday of this 
month and starts at 7:00 pm (for open bar).
Feel free to bring a snack to share. Come join 
the fun and fellowship!
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Ill. Gregory C Sippel PP 2/1
Lee B Connell 2/2
Frederick Kemp 2/2
W Gerald Taff 2/2
Edwin L Wyatt 2/3
Robert E Paulsen Sr. 2/3
Steven L Christensen 2/3
Frank Schveninger 2/3
Richard D Gibbs 2/5
Rickey D Shepherd 2/5
Michael L Thomas 2/6
Samuel B Little 2/7
Robert A Hall 2/7
Timothy J Preece II 2/7
Thomas T Highley 2/8
Ill. Michael J Tavares PP 2/8
Gerald L Smith 2/9
Ill. Herbert F Merrick PP 2/11
Ill. Jeff W Johnson PP 2/11
Robert A Knodel 2/12
Randy A Hamilton 2/13
Sean C Orner 2/13
John W Dayton 2/14
Charles J Edgar 2/16
Shannon E Sweany 2/16
Mark R Sager 2/16
Brian Cowley 2/19
Ill. Christopher D Muro PP 2/20
David H Neighbor 2/21
Allen J Baiamonte 2/21
Michael Saylor 2/21
Gregory J Loeser 2/22
Ill. Robert D Caplinger PP 2/23
Raymond B Fiske 2/23
Clinton J Hines 2/24
Shaun Meadows 2/24
Dick W Strong 2/25
Michael L Gardner 2/25
Thomas K Hayselden Jr 2/26
Travis J Marshall 2/28

Ill. Mike Guilinger and January Birthday Celebrants at the Oasis 
Birthday celebration.

Last Month…



Happy Groundhog 
Day! February has 
many important 
days:

·       2/4 Antique and Classic Cars meeting 
6:30 at the Shrine

·       2/8 Super Bowl
·       2/9 National Pizza Day
·       2/12 Lincoln’s Birthday and Darwin Day
·       2/13 National Chedder Day

·       2/14 Valentines Day
·       2/16 President’s Day

·       2/17 Mardi Gras (Let the good times 
roll)

·       2/18 Ash Wednesday & Drink Wine Day
·       2/22 Washington’s Birthday (Cherry Pie)
·       2/28 National Tooth Fairy Day

The Antique and Classic Cars worked BINGO and 
we had a good meeting at the Shrine with 9 
members in attendance. We welcomed Calvin 
Smith and his Exocet to our Unit. Time to pay the 
blistering annual dues of $10 to our Treasurer. 

The Wounded Camel took its toll on our Antique 
Car family. Lynn and Sue Anderson had to cancel 
their Texas pilgrimage due to health issues with 
Sue. Susan Peterson is still battling cancer. 
Steve Christensen had a bowel resection. Floyd 
Fleming’s legs are preventing him from the 
mobility he desires. Dick Cole is not driving but 
hanging in there. Please think of our members 
and say a prayer for improved health to all of 
them.
The unit agreed to sell onions again this year and 
we will submit our order in March. Members were 
reminded to submit their auto insurance cards to 

the Shrine for 2026 records and the Shrine’s 
insurance plan. Our Unit will once again 
participate in the 2026 Rodeo by orchestrating a 
Car Cruise at the Johnson County Fairgrounds on 
June 10th for the Fun Family Night. We hope that 
our first 2026 Parade will be the Shawnee St. 
Patrick’s Day Parade, Sunday, March 15th - we’ll 
see!
The Unit passed a motion to reorder Unit hats and 
a couple of shirts for new members. We welcome 
anyone who has that special car/truck they are 
proud of to visit us. We frequently take our Ladies 
to local restaurants instead of meeting at the 
Shrine. 
We also plan events like trips to local car 
museums and car shows. We are an inclusive 
group that welcomes anyone who would like to 
parade with us. If you have questions, please 
contact President, Patrick W. Emmett 
913-744-6347.
Respectfully submitted, Patrick W. Emmett

Around Abdallah…
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Playground… Want Ads
The Abdallah Playground is the official 
commuication of Abdallah Shriners. It has been 

published in some form or 
another for over a hundred years 
- the lastest format being digital. 
It’s one of the best ways to share 
Temple news with our Nobility.

Anyone can be involved, at any 
level. You don’t have to jump in as the Editor in 
Chief; you can start out by submitting articles, 
photos, etc.

If you are interested, contact the Office or 
Allen Baiamonte or email 
AbdallahPlayground30@gmail.com



Around Abdallah…
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Bingo Committee Hard at Work!
Bingo continues to be one of our top fundraisers. 
It takes a village!
Thank you to all of our members who come out 
with their units to help make Bingo a success. A 
special shoutout to our Bingo Committee - Chris 
Snell, Jim Kessler, Mark Sager, Ill. Chris Zugelder, 
PP, and Robert Neville. Without your dedication 
and leadership it wouldn’t happen!
Be sure to check the calendar on when you unit is 
assigned to help.

Emma Kasier (4th from the right) at the Miss Rodeo Kansas 
Coronation Celebration

News from the Queen…
This month was filled with a variety of engaging 
and memorable events. It began with the New 

Year’s Rodeo Stampede, where 
I had the opportunity to meet 
many new people and assist 
with mutton busting. It was an 
enjoyable experience, and I 
especially appreciated the 
chance to spend time with 
fellow queens. 

I also attended the installation meeting for 
Abdallah’s newly elected officers, which provided 
valuable insight into the installation process. 
Shortly thereafter, I attended the Miss Rodeo 
Kansas Coronation Celebration, where Miss 
Rebecca Thornton was crowned. I would like to 
extend my congratulations to her on earning this 
prestigious title and wish her continued success 
throughout the year. 
In the coming weeks, I will attend Equifest, where 
I will represent Abdallah and compete in the state 
4-H horse judging competition.
Emma Kaiser
Abdallah Shrine Rodeo Queen



Around Abdallah…
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Samsar Awards Presented
At our Noble Appreciation dinner on January 
10th, Ill. Mike Guilinger recognized Nobles for 
outstanding service to the Shrine and awarded 
Samsar Awards based on points accumulated 
since 1990. Awards include medals and bronze 
and silver stars.
An outline of the criteria can be found at the 
back of the 2026 Calendar of Events book 
available in the Office, by the Potentate or your 
Divan Rep.
Congratluations to the following Nobles:

Samsar Medals 
Jim Kessler       
Chris Snell

Allen Baiamonte
Chris Harrison
Rob Swecker
Mark Sagger
Jerry Ogden                                               

Bronze Star 
Jeff Johnson, PP                                Jim Kessler (4 stars)
Jerry Ogden (4 stars)                               Lynn Anderson
Ill. Chris Muro, PP                            Tony Pagel (3 stars)
Ill. Herb Merrick, PP                        Tim Preece (2 stars)
Ken Holliday                                                Larry Riggs
Ill. Mike Guilinger, PP                      Chris Snell (2 stars)
Blaine Miller, Jr.                                   Allen Baiamonte
Dennis Hubler (2stars)                                    Gary Folk
Ill. Ronnie White, PP (2 stars)                 Dwayne Steele
Ralph Anderton                                    Mickey Mikulan
Ill. Kevin Larson, PP                                Chris Harrison
Ill. Chris Zugelder, PP                                   Mark Sager
Sam Little                                                  Rob Swecker
Ill. Gary Bennett, PP

Silver Star
Ill. Lyle Smith, PP

Jerry Ogden
Ill. Herb Merrick, PP
Ill. Ronnie White, PP

Ralph Anderton
Jim Kessler

Kansas Shrine Bowl Players 
Announced

On January 11th, the 2026 
Kansas Shrine Bowl Player 
Selection Show announced 
the East and West All-Stars 
for the 53rd Kansas Shrine 
Bowl, to be held on 
Saturday, June 27, 2026 at 
Welch Stadium in Emporia, 
KS. You can view the 

broacast at https://youtu.be/cNjezTL8wTI.
The Abdallah area players selected are:

Brody Barnes                                           Atchison
Leeland Barth                                    Olathe North
Mason Barth            Shawnee Mission Northwest
Brody Butler                                        Olathe West
Cage Crabill                                                Eudora
Devyn Davis                                   Bishope Miege
Roch Emanuel                                                Piper
Hayden Heller                                         Mill Valley
Blake Jay                                                Mill Valley
Alec Jett                                   St. Jame Academy
Dallas Jayhill                      Saint Thomas Aquinas
DyVair McCray                                   Leavenworth
Nash Morrison                           Basehor-Linwood
Parker Olson                             Gardner Edgerton
Luke Orrik                           Blue Valley Southwest
Syre Padilla                               Gardner Edgerton
Duncan Pinkham                                   Spring Hill
Bryce Randall                             Olathe Northwest
Jack Reeves                      Shawnee Mission East
Isaac Renfro                                Bashor-Linwood
Savion Stone                                       Washington
Trai Woodruff           Shawnee Mission Northwest
Be sure to check our Abdallah Shriners Weekly 
Updates for the latest on upcoming player 
presentations. Everyone is welcome to attend 
these public presentations - bring your FEZ!
You can also check with Pat Emmett, (913) 
744-6347 or pemmett99@sbcglobal.net if you’d 
like to participate.



Abdallah Playground                                                                                                      February 2026



Abdallah Shrine Rodeo Saddles Up at Kansas’s Biggest Equine 
Event… 
The Abdallah Shrine Rodeo brought its trademark energy and rodeo passion to EquiFest of Kansas, 
the state’s largest horse-focused event held over three exciting days at the Stormont Vail Events Center 
in Topeka.
EquiFest a three-day equine event that attracts thousands of horse lovers from across the Midwest 
returned to Topeka from January 23 to 25, 2026. The event showcases everything from clinics and 
workshops to shopping, breed exhibits, and arena competitions.

Abdallah Join the Action
For Abdallah Shrine Rodeo, the weekend was more than just attendance it was immersion. 
Abdallah's presence at EquiFest offered attendees a close-up look at our new youth 
rodeo program, rodeo queen program, charitable efforts, and an opportunity to connect 
with families passionate about western culture and equine traditions while our Rodeo 
Queen, Emma, connected with visitors and talked about the world of rodeo queening.
We chatted with horse enthusiasts, shared insights into our new youth rodeo events 
and introduced many new faces to the 66 years of legacy of the Abdallah Shrine rodeo.
Throughout the three days, we engaged with visitors, answering questions about our 
programs, and celebrating the shared love of horses and western sport alongside the 
vast EquiFest community.

Why It Matters
For the Abdallah Shrine Rodeo attending EquiFest wasn’t just fun, it was strategic. Our 
presence helped raise awareness for our upcoming rodeo, introduce families to Shriner initiatives, and 
build goodwill among a diverse crowd of equine enthusiasts.
With thousands of attendees each year and a wide range of activities for all ages, EquiFest remains the 
centerpiece of winter horse 
culture in Kansas and a 
perfect stage for our 
organization to connect with 
the heart of the horse 
community.
Ill. Ronnie White, PP
Rodeo Chairman

Around Abdallah…
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2026 Calendar Books Are In
The 2026 Calendar of Events books are available. 
This handy book has loads of information for our 
Nobility; dates, telephone numbers, Unit 
information, Samsar Jewel Awards, area Lodges, 
etc.
There’s plenty of 
them, so be sure to 
grab one next time 
your at the Shrine; 
check with the Office. 
You can also ask your 
Divan Rep. - he may 
have copies (or can 
obtain them).
Please note that 
dates listed can be 
updated or changed 
depending on 
circumstances.
Be sure to check our 
Google calendars as 
well.

Officers Reception - Feb. 7
All Nobles and Ladies are invited to the 2026 
Officers Reception on Saturday, Feb. 7th, from 
3:00 - 7:00 pm . The reception will start with 
cocktails and heavy Hors d'oeuvres and will be 
served until around 4:30 - 5:00 pm, then we’ll 
start with the Introductions of Abdallah's Divan 
Officers and their Ladies.
This event is often attended by other Shrine 
chapters, so it’s a great way to meet other Nobles 
and Ladies in the region.
Please RSVP to the office by Jan. 30th so we can 
get a Head count for food and beverage.

Around Abdallah…

Abdallah Playground                                                                                                      February 2026

Attention Unit Treasurers and 
Presidents

As per Shriners 
International by-laws, the 
2025 Year-End Unit 
Financial reports are due to 
the Abdallah office by 

February 1, 2026. The Year End Report files are 
available for download from the Abdallah 
website. https://abdallahshriners.com/member-
forms. 
Please read and follow the instructions. When the 
spreadsheet is completed (be careful as it 
contains formulas), you will need to turn it in along 
with the signed instruction form and bank 
statements for January 2025 and December 
2025, to validate your beginning balance and 
ending balance for 2025. 
Statements are required for ALL bank and 
investment accounts. 
If you have any questions or need help obtaining 
the forms, please contact the Abdallah office 
during business hours at (913) 362-5300. 
Thank you.

https://abdallahshriners.com/member-forms
https://abdallahshriners.com/member-forms


Abdallah Events…
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2026 Officer Installation
As with tradition, our first meeting of the year included the installation of Officers for the ensuing year. It 
was an open meeting and Nobel Tony Pagel was installed as the Illustious Potentate of Abdallah 
Shriners by Ill. Kevin Larson, PP. 
Noble Jerry Ogden, who’s served as our Chaplain for a number of years, was given the title of “Chaplain 
Emeritus” by the Potentate. And finally, after a year of dedicated service, Ill. Mike Guilinger, PP received 
his Past Potentate Fez by his Lady Deb. Thank you Illustrious for your service!



Abdallah Events…
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Around The Realm…
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