
ABDALLAH 
PLAYGROUND
Shriners International                                                                  Overland Park, KS

A Publication of Abdallah Shriners                                       July 2026, Vol. 114, No. 7



Elected Divan 
Potentate                                                       Tony Pagel
Chief Rabban                                       Allen Baiamonte
Assistant Rabban                               Rob Swecker 
High Priest & Prophet                                   Tim Preece
Oriental Guide                                              Chris Snell
Treasurer                                       Ill. Ronnie White, PP                                             
Recorder                                                         Gary Folk

Appointive Divan 
1st Ceremonial                                        Chris Harrison
2nd Ceremonial                                         Calvin Smith 
Marshall                                                   Chase LaPorte
Captain of the Guard                                    Mark Sager
Outer Guard                                                 Larry Riggs
Chaplain                      Shawn Heckmaster 

Building Association Trustees
Term 2022 - 2026                                         Lynn Baker
Term 2023 - 2027                           Ill. Kevin Larson, PP
Term 2024 - 2028                                   Dennis Hubler
Term 2025 - 2029            Ill.Jeff Johnson, PP
Term 2026 - 2030                                  Ralph Anderton

Finance & Investment Committee
Term 2021-2026                                        Ken Holliday 
Term 2022-2027                                         Bill Leonard 
Term 2023-2028                                     Duke Neeland
Term 2024- 2029                               Ill. Chris Muro, PP
Term 2025-2030                          Ill. Mike Guilinger, PP

Imperial Representatives 
Potentate                                                       Tony Pagel
Chief Rabban                                       Allen Baiamonte

CSSA Representatives 
Potentate                                                       Tony Pagel
Chief Rabban                                       Allen Baiamonte      
Assistant Rabban                               Rob Swecker 
High Priest & Prophet                                   Tim Preece
Oriental Guide                                              Chris Snell

TEMPLE OFFICE HOURS 
MONDAY-THURSDAY 10:00 am – 4:00 pm 

TELL: 913-362-5300
EMAIL: office@abdallahshrine.org

 5300 Metcalf Avenue, Overland Park, KS 66202
Send address changes to Temple Office

Potentate Aides
Chief Aides                               Ralph & Linda Anderton

Personal Aide                                            Blaine Miller

Potentate’s Advisors 
Ill. Jeff Johnson PP, Ill. Chris Muro PP, Ill. Kevin Larson 
PP, Ill. Ronnie White PP, Jerry Ogden 

Administrative Building Manager 
Coordinator                                             Randy Bennett

Communication Coordinator                      Ryan Urban

DeMolay Representative                      Allen Baiamonte

Hospital Transportation Coordinator             Joe Hobbs

Kansas Shrine Bowl Directors
Allen Baiamonte, Callan Martin, Mark Sager

Oasis
Manager                                         Ill. Tim Williams, PP

Parade Marshall                                           Mark Sager

Permanent Contributing Membership
Chairman                                       Ill. Ronnie White PP

Provost Marshall                                           Larry Riggs

Playground Editor & Chief                   Allen Baiamonte

Bingo Committee
Chairman                                                      Chris Snell

Cajun Party Committee
Chairman                                                Chris Harrison

Membership Committee
Membership Chairman                                 Mark Sager
Assistant Chairman                            Jacob Davisson
Recruitment                                                     Jon Allee
Restoration                                     Ill. Tim Williams, PP
Retention                                       Ill. Bennie Smith, PP
Relationships                                          Jacob Davisson

Red Zone Committee 
Chairman                                                      Pat Emmett 

Rodeo & Derby Committee
Chairman                                      Ill. Ronnie White, PP

Rodeo Queen Program
Chairperson                                              Ms. Lesli Belt

SHC Golf Committee
Tony Pagel, Scott Weise, Ill. Kevin Larson, PP, Ill. Nick 
Turner, PP 

St. Louis Hospital Board
Associate Member                                      Bill Leonard

Sunshine Committee
Chairman                                         Shawn Heckmaster

Abdallah Playground                                                                                                             July 2026



This month, we’re letting our Illustrious Potentate take a break from 
adding his thoughts to the Playground, so I’m going to give it a try. June 
has been a busy one - especially with our annual Rodeo & Demo Derby, 
followed by the Kansas Shrine Bowl.

Jackie and I want to thank all the Nobles (and thier Ladies) for helping 
out with this year’s Rodeo & Demo Derby. This is one of our main 
fundraisers, and trust me, it takes a village to make it happen! No doubt, 
we have a dedicated Rodeo Committee, headed by our Chairman, Ill. 
Ronnie White, PP. However, it takes the dedication and commitment from all of you in making this event 
happen, so…THANK YOU!

I’m very proud of our new Abdallah Shrine Rodeo Queen, Ms. Aleycia Rutledge. Boy, she’s taken the 
reins on this one and hit the ground running! She came out and helped the Abdallah Escorts serve 
dinner at the Shrine Bowl East player camp on Monday, Jun. 22nd. By the way, MANY THANKS to the 
Escorts for your unwavering support and providing the team dinner! Later in the week, she came down 
to Emporia for the Shrine Bowl game. On Friday, she participated in our Fan Fest. Then, the next day 
she came out to the game and before you knew it, she’s on the sidelines of the East team, helping get 
water for the players and other team manager responsibilities. Wow, we have another fantastic Rodeo 
Queen for the ensuing year! 

Looking forward to a little time off before the Johnson County Fair. Until then, thank you for all you do!
Fraternally,

Allen Baiamonte - Chief Rabban
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From the Chief Rabban…



ABDALLAH SHRINERS
MEETING NOTICE

NO STATED MEETING IN JULY
(Abdallah Shriners will be dark)

      Tony Pagel                                                        Gary Folk
Illustrious Potentate                                              Recorder

A minimum of six (6) Nobles and/or Ladies are needed 
for Bingo Nights, Doors open at 5:30 pm. If for any 
reason you cannot work your scheduled time, please try 
to change with another Unit or Club and then notify the 
Shrine Office at least one week in advance of the 
scheduled day.

Thank you in advance for helping with Bingo! 

July Schedule
Jul 6                               Greeters
Jul 13                                           TASS
Jul 20                Antique Cars & Jokers
Jul 27                                            Escorts
August Schedule
Aug 3                       Oriental Band
Aug 10                               Antique Cars
Aug 17                             Provost Guard
Aug 24                                Blue Racers
Aug 31                                   Tin Lizzies

In Memory:
None to Report

Abdallah Google Calendars
Abdallah Shriners uses Google calendar to 
manage and track our activities. These 
calendars are available to the public; it’s best 
to have a Google account and Google calendar 
installed to see these. They may work with 
other calendar programs, but no guarantee. 
They are accessible by adding the following 
links to your calendar:
Activities - https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?
cid=YWJkYWxsYWhzaHJpbmUzMEBnbWFpbC5jb20

Unit & Committee Meetings - https://
calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?
cid=b2VkZGIxZjF2MG9jbzNqdHE2a205cWxnMmNAZ3J
vdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ

Parades - https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?
cid=cGNkOWQwMGtvOWFqaWJsdnE2cjY3NDdyYjhAZ
3JvdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ

Units and Clubs
Don’t forget to wirte an Article for the 

PLAYGROUND.
Our readers would like to hear about your past and 
future events and other activities that they missed 

out on.

It’s a good way to get information out to the New 
Nobels and Ladies (as well as other members) to 

peak their interest in your group. Email your 
articles (don’t forget to includes pictures) to 

abdallahgplayground30@gmail.com. 

NO MEETING DINNER 
IN THE 

MONTH OF JULY
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Illustrious Tony Pagel with June Birthday celebrants and our newest 
Noble!

Birthday Friday - July 3rd!
Come on down to the Abdallah Oasis to celebrate this 
month’s Birthdays along with your fellow Nobles & 
Ladies. It’s one of our best social gatherings!
Birthday Friday is on the first Friday of this month and 
starts at 7:00 pm (for open bar).
Feel free to bring a snack to share. Come join the fun 
and fellowship!

Abdallah Birthdays…
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Sydney G Smith 7/2
Allen M Peyton 7/3
Chad D Wyancko 7/3
Joshua R Wingerd 7/3
Stephen C Saunders 7/5
Kurtis D McCormick 7/5
Ronald E Harvey 7/6
Randy R Mahan 7/6
Casey R Strong 7/7
Matthew C Fehr 7/11
John E Mowen 7/12
Richard W Siecgrist 7/12
Bradley S Johnson 7/14
Enrique Valdovino 7/15
James O Cate II 7/18
Ill. Timothy E Williams, PP 7/18
Meredith H Caram 7/19
Dennis J Werner 7/19
Zebulon C LaPorte 7/19
Kevin W Hughes 7/20
V. P Lessig 7/22
Jimmie L Grassi Sr 7/23
Frank J Kneaves 7/24
Richard B Laman 7/24
Mike Matteson 7/24
Kenneth N Courtney 7/25
Charles A Windler 7/25
James G Neighbor 7/27
Lynn E Gaston 7/28
Charles W Siecgrist 7/29
Donald S Lynch 7/29
Nickolas A Baldi 7/29
Ill. Doug R Voss, PP 7/30

Last Month…



Abdallah Noble Receives
50-Year Certificate
Noble Robert “Bob” Paulsen received his 50-year 
pin and certificate from Paola Lodge #37 with 
Peace Lodge #243 in Louisburg, KS on May 30, 
2026.
Bob has been a member of Abdallah Shriners 
since 1987. Congratulations to Noble Bob for 
being such a dedicated Shrine-Mason!

Around Abdallah…
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Welcome New Nobles!
We had three new Nobles join our ranks in the month of June! Nobles Garrett Kraft, Nicholas Potter, 
and Kyle Boos.
Noble Garrett received his Cold Sands degree on Fri., June 5, (before Birthday Friday). Noble Nicholas 
received his Cold Sands degree on Tue., June 9, at the Johnson County Fairgrounds in Gardner, KS.
Lastly, Noble Kyle received his Cold Sands degree on Sat., June 27, in Emporia, KS, over the Kansas 
Shrine Bowl weekend. He had the unique experience 
of receiving his obligations under the direction of 
Imperial Sir, Brad Koehn, Imperial Potentate of 
Shriners International.
We welcome these new brothers to our fraternity! If 
you get a chance, be sure to introduce yourself!

Illustrious Tony Pagel with Noble Garrett Kraft
Chief Rabban Allen Baiamonte with new Noble Kyle Boos (right) 
along with Noble Wade Madden (left) at Emporia Lodge.

Noble Bob Paulsen (front row, center) being recognized for being a 
Mason for 50-years.



Around Abdallah…

Volunteers Needed for 
Johnson County Fair
As a continuation of our Rodeo & Demo Derby 
fundraising program, Abdallah Shriners will 
again be working concessions at this year’s 
Johnson County Fair in Gardner, KS. We’ve 
worked the last couple of years and it has been 
a good fundraiser for us. We need your support!

The dates and times for volunteers are:

Fri., July 24      5:00 pm - 10:00 pm
Sat., July 25 5:00 pm - 11:00 pm
Wed., July 29 5:00 pm - 11:00 pm
Thu., July 30 5:00 pm - 11:00 pm
Fri., July 31 3:00 pm - 11:00 pm
Sat., August 1 5:00 pm - 11:00 pm

There are several areas where you can help:
-Concessions 
-Cooks
-ID Booth
-Bartender 
-Pop and Water kiosk

If you can help out, contact Ill. Ronnie White, 
PP at (913) 314-1568 or 
randbauto66083@gmail.com.

Thank you in advance for helping at this year’s 
Johnson County Fair!
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2027 Nobility Trip
Chief Rabban Allen Baiamonte and Lady Jackie 
would like to invite all Nobles and Ladies for a 

2027 
“Fezcation” on 
the Riviera 
Maya, Mexico, 
from Aug. 22nd 
to Apr. 29th, 
2027.

We will be staying at the all-inclusive resort, 
Ocean Riviera Paradise, just a short distance 
from Playa del Carmen.
There will be an informational meeting on 
Wednesday, July 22, 2026 at 7:00 pm in the 
Abdallah Oasis. See the flyer later in this issue of 
the Playground.

Nomads Golfers 
at Again!
The Abdallah Nomads have 
been actively golfing since 
this Spring. We typically 
have several foursomes at 
at time.
We typically play every 
Thursday, around 8:00 am at Sunflower Hills Golf 
Course in Bonner Springs. If you are interested in 
joining us, call Patrick W. Emmett 913-744-6347 
to get on our contact roster. All are welcome!



Around Abdallah…
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Upcoming Parade Information
July 4th - Lenexa Community Days Parade
Line up between 9:00 - 9:45 am. Enter the parade at 96th and Windmer (behind Crown Lift Trucks). Park 
personal vehicles and enter with parade vehicles at Santa Fe Trail Drive. We are #30 in the procession.

July 22nd - Miami County Fair Parade (Paola)
Line up at 6:00 pm  (no other details released at this time)

July 28th - Leavenworth County Parade (Tonganoxie)
Line up at 6:30 pm at the intersection of 4th and Delaware

August 1st - Johnson County Fair Parade 
Line up at Gardner Edgerton High School at 9:00 am

Building Managers Needed!
Attention All Abdallah Shriners-we need more Building Managers! They assist with 
events involving building rentals, primarily the auditorium. They oversee opening 
and closing the building, assist the rentors with logistics during the event, 
providing equipment (microphones, remotes, etc.) monitoring building HVAC, 
monitoring safety issues, and general PR while the event is in session.  Some 
events have bartenders and/or Provosts to assist with crowd management. 
If interested,  please contact Randall Bennett 816-260-8357 for more information.

22



Around Abdallah…
Abdallah had a busy time at the Abdallah Rodeo and Demo Derby this year. Provost 
provides security for the events. What does that mean? Not only do we look for 
people causing problems, but we also look for guests who might be injured or need 
medical assistance. We help coordinate medical assistance and crowd control when 
medical assistance arrives. At the rodeo, one of our Queen candidates had a riding 
accident during the Grand Entry. Provost was right there to help out where we can. 
Provost are the first responders that help in the crowd. Next time you see a Provost 

member, thank them for their service. They do a lot of good stuff behind the scenes!!!
Our shooting team has been busy practicing to compete in the upcoming CSSA pistol and shotgun 
events that will be held in Davenport, IA / Moline, IL, August 19-23, 2026. Please plan to participate or 
support us in representing Abdallah Shrine.
The pistol shooting competition team has been meeting on the first Tuesday of the month at The Bullet 
Hole at 5:00 pm. The shotgun team will start practicing at Powder Creek gun range. Details will be 
coming soon.
Consider attending a meeting or joining us for a monthly shooting team practice to learn more 
information about becoming a member! Meetings are the first Tuesday of the month, at 6:30 pm, and in 
the Oasis. If you are interested in shooting, please contact Larry Riggs. Please join us.
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Character, not circumstances, makes the man. 
– Booker T. Washington



Around Abdallah…
Happy Birthday America! 
The Antique and Classic 
Cars Unit will proudly take 
our cars to the Lenexa 4th 
of July Parade. We salute 
the defenders of our 

country and the spirit of our forefathers who 
framed our Constitution. Enjoy a day of hot dogs, 
fireworks, along with family fun for this annual 
celebration. We in the Antique and Classic Cars 
Unit are noble torch bearers for our freedoms 
mentioned in the Bill of Rights as we proudly 
display our national flag on our cars.
June was a super busy month for members of the 
Antique and Classic Cars Unit. We did BINGO on 
June 1st, had our meeting on Wednesday, June 
3rd, Drove our cars to the Johnson County Fair 
Grounds for a Car Cruise at the Shrine Rodeo 
Fun Family Night on June 10th. Fear of rain kept 
most car clubs from attending, however we had 
13 cars at the cruise. Well done guys. 

On June 26th-27th Unit members attended and 
volunteered at the Shrine Bowl in Emporia, KS. 
We enjoyed participating in the parade that 
Saturday morning. Go East!
Much of the month was spent liquidating 4,000 
pounds of onions. Unit members did an 
extraordinary job of peddling the onions. Going 
into July we still have a few left to sell.
Our main job during June was to get our injured 
and healing unit members back on their feet. The 
wounded camel was a frequent visitor to our 
membership.

We wish to welcome Rubin Ramariz into the 
Antique Cars family. He and his lady, Gen Hardie 
are welcome to join our events and activities. 
If you are interested in belonging to the Antique 
and Classic Cars, please do not hesitate to 
contact Patrick Emmett at 913-744-6347. You 
don’t really need to have a parade car but if you
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 do, look forward to talking with you. By the way, 
you may belong to more than one Parade Unit.

This July 1st we held our meeting at the home of 
Lynn and Sue Anderson in Olathe. We ate dinner 
at Austin’s restaurant before going to Lynn and 
Sue’s. They have hosted our Unit for the past 
several years in a row. Thank you Anderson’s!
Patrick W. Emmett, President, Antique and 
Classic Cars 913-744-6347

The Abdallah Social Society 
(TASS) is meeting on the 4th 
Thursday of the month through 
October.  We meet in the Oasis, 
social starting at 5:00 pm, 
dinner served around 6:00 pm.
Bring a cigar to share; we have 
a raffle for those who contribute 
cigars.

Interested in joining? Dues are $50/year and your 
initiation fee is a bottle of your favorite drink. For 
more information, contact Dennis Cranor, 
913-219-4909 or Chris Snell, 913-461-8888.



Around Abdallah… 2026-2027 Abdallah 
Shrine Rodeo Queen
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Abdallah Events…
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Abdallah Events…
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53rd Kansas Shrine Bowl - East Wins 14-7!
Another year for the Kansas Shrine Bowl record books. This year, East 
prevailed in a game that was defensive driven. Of course, the real 
winners are Shriners Children’s! Our newly crowned Abdallah Rodeo 
Queen made her debut at the event and didn’t hesitate one minute in 
jumping in and getting involved!
Thank you to all the Nobles and Ladies who came down to help and 
participate. A special shout-out to our Chief Aid, Ralph Anderton, Ill. Jeff Johnson, PP, Dennis & Sue 
Hubler, and Ron & Bobbi Maybell for hosting Abdallah’s hospitality for the weekend. Also, many thank 
you’s to Ill. Mike Guilinger, PP, who organized and executed Friday Night Fun Fest’s beer garden.
Go East!
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CSSA Is Around the 
Corner…Mark Your 
Calendars
2026 CSSA Ceremonial is Aug. 19 
thu Aug. 22 in Davenport, IA. It’s a 
great time and a chance to meet 
with fellow Shriners in the mid-west 
region, which has 22 Shrine 
chapters.
More information Is available at the 
office and forms are on the Building 
Manager’s desk.
In the meantime, the ceremonial schedule has been posted,so start planning now!
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Around The Realm…
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