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Elected Divan 
Potentate                                                       Tony Pagel
Chief Rabban                                       Allen Baiamonte
Assistant Rabban                               Rob Swecker 
High Priest & Prophet                                   Tim Preece
Oriental Guide                                              Chris Snell
Treasurer                                       Ill. Ronnie White, PP                                             
Recorder                                                         Gary Folk

Appointive Divan 
1st Ceremonial                                        Chris Harrison
2nd Ceremonial                                         Calvin Smith 
Marshall                                                   Chase LaPorte
Captain of the Guard                                    Mark Sager
Outer Guard                                                 Larry Riggs
Chaplin                      Shawn Heckmaster 

Building Association Trustees
Term 2022 - 2026                                         Lynn Baker
Term 2023 - 2027                           Ill. Kevin Larson, PP
Term 2024 - 2028                                   Dennis Hubler
Term 2025 - 2029            Ill.Jeff Johnson, PP
Term 2026 - 2030                                  Ralph Anderton

Finance & Investment Committee
Term 2021-2026                                        Ken Holliday 
Term 2022-2027                                         Bill Leonard 
Term 2023-2028                                     Duke Neeland
Term 2024- 2029                               Ill. Chris Muro, PP
Term 2025-2030                          Ill. Mike Guilinger, PP

Imperial Representatives 
Potentate                                                       Tony Pagel
Chief Rabban                                       Allen Baiamonte

CSSA Representatives 
Potentate                                                       Tony Pagel
Chief Rabban                                       Allen Baiamonte      
Assistant Rabban                               Rob Swecker 
High Priest & Prophet                                   Tim Preece
Oriental Guide                                              Chris Snell

TEMPLE OFFICE HOURS 
MONDAY-THURSDAY 10:00 am – 4:00 pm 

TELL: 913-362-5300
EMAIL: office@abdallahshrine.org

 5300 Metcalf Avenue, Overland Park, KS 66202
Send address changes to Temple Office

Potentate Aides
Chief Aides                               Ralph & Linda Anderton

Personal Aide                                            Blaine Miller

Potentate’s Advisors 
Ill. Jeff Johnson PP, Ill. Chris Muro PP, Ill. Kevin Larson 
PP, Ill. Ronnie White PP, Jerry Ogden 

Administrative Building Manager 
Coordinator                                             Randy Bennett

Communication Coordinator                      Ryan Urban

DeMolay Representative                      Allen Baiamonte

Hospital Transportation Coordinator             Joe Hobbs

Kansas Shrine Bowl Directors
Allen Baiamonte, Callan Martin, Mark Sager

Oasis
Manager                                         Ill. Tim Williams, PP

Parade Marshall                                           Mark Sager

Permanent Contributing Membership
Chairman                                       Ill. Ronnie White PP

Provost Marshall                                           Larry Riggs

Playground Editor & Chief                   Allen Baiamonte

Bingo Committee
Chairman                                                      Chris Snell

Cajun Party Committee
Chairman                                                Chris Harrison

Membership Committee
Membership Chairman                                 Mark Sager
Assistant Chairman                            Jacob Davisson
Recruitment                                                     Jon Allee
Restoration                                     Ill. Tim Williams, PP
Retention                                       Ill. Bennie Smith, PP
Relationships                                          Jacob Davisson

Red Zone Committee 
Chairman                                                      Pat Emmett 

Rodeo & Derby Committee
Chairman                                      Ill. Ronnie White, PP

Rodeo Queen Program
Chairperson                                              Ms. Lesli Belt

SHC Golf Committee
Tony Pagel, Scott Weise, Ill. Kevin Larson, PP, Ill. Nick 
Turner, PP 

St. Louis Hospital Board
Associate Member                                      Bill Leonard

Sunshine Committee
Chairman                                         Shawn Heckmaster
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Potentate’s Message…

Nobles and Ladies,
March marks the transition into spring, a season of renewal and 
warmer weather. It is also a time when our Shrine increases its focus 
on projects, activities, fundraisers, and parades.
We have a St. Patrick’s Day parade scheduled in Overland Park, and 
participation from several units to represent Abdallah Shrine would be 
appreciated. The Elected Divan will be attending the CSSA Winter 
Meetings in Davenport, Iowa, during that weekend and will not attend 
the parade.
Preparations are also underway for our annual Rodeo in Gardner, 
Kansas, this June. This event requires a significant commitment of 
time and effort, and I thank all those who volunteer. Your continued 
dedication has helped establish a strong reputation for this event, and 
your support remains essential to its ongoing success.

I look forward to seeing you at the Shrine and at our upcoming events.
Fraternally,

Tony Pagel
Potentate
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“LOVE ,  DRIVES , ACTION”



ABDALLAH SHRINERS
STATED MEETING &

OFFICER INSTALLATION

ABDALLAH MAIN HALL
5300 Metcalf AVE, Overland Park, KS 66202

Tuesday, March 10, 2026
7:30 pm 

      Tony Pagel                                                        Gary Folk
Illustrious Potentate                                              Recorder

A minimum of six (6) Nobles and/or Ladies are needed 
for Bingo Nights, Doors open at 5:30 pm. If for any 
reason you cannot work your scheduled time, please try 
to change with another Unit or Club and then notify the 
Shrine Office at least one week in advance of the 
scheduled day.

Thank you in advance for helping with Bingo! 

March Schedule
Mar. 6                               Greeters
Mar. 13                                        Escorts
Mar. 16                      Oriental Band/LOH
Mar. 23                                 Antique Cars
Mar. 30                                         Provost

April Schedule
Apr. 6                         Blue Racers
Apr. 13                                   Tin Lizzies
Apr. 20                                Weekenders
Apr. 27                               Clowns/Jokers

Meeting Dinner 6:00 pm
(RSVP to the Office Required 

by Noon, Mar. 5)
Meal provided by Hy-Vee Catering

Ladies are welcomed and encouraged to 
join us for dinner!

In Memory:
John Dayton

Abdallah Google Calendars
Abdallah Shriners uses Google calendar to 
manage and track our activities. These 
calendars are available to the public; it’s best 
to have a Google account and Google calendar 
installed to see these. They may work with 
other calendar programs, but no guarantee. 
They are accessible by adding the following 
links to your calendar:
Activities - https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?
cid=YWJkYWxsYWhzaHJpbmUzMEBnbWFpbC5jb20

Unit & Committee Meetings - https://
calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?
cid=b2VkZGIxZjF2MG9jbzNqdHE2a205cWxnMmNAZ3J
vdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ

Parades - https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?
cid=cGNkOWQwMGtvOWFqaWJsdnE2cjY3NDdyYjhAZ
3JvdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ

Units and Clubs
Don’t forget to wirte an Article for the 

PLAYGROUND.
Our readers would like to hear about your past and 
future events and other activities that they missed 

out on.

It’s a good way to get information out to the New 
Nobels and Ladies (as well as other members) to 

peak their interest in your group. Email your 
articles (don’t forget to includes pictures) to 

abdallahgplayground30@gmail.com. 
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March Birthdays…

Ill. Tony Pagel and February Birthday Celebrants at the Oasis Birthday celebration.

February Celebrations…
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Dale H Schmidt 3/1
Jeffrey M Gumminger 3/1
John G Feeback 3/2
Nicholas D Cooley 3/2
Kenneth J Mickey 3/3
Gary N Lamons 3/3
James Hankins 3/5
John W Doubleday 3/7
Rick Leines 3/9
Lance C Hollis 3/9
John E Morasch 3/11
Robert M Thomas 3/13
Lloyd R Raymos 3/14
Daniel E Brown 3/14
Willam N Dunlap 3/15
John R Fischer 3/16
Ronald E Bugh 3/16

Donald E Matteson 3/16
John D Flegler 3/18
Ill. Nick A Turner, PP 3/18
Michael K Waite 3/20
Ronald L Maybell 3/21
Jacob Davisson 3/21
Vester A Gillette 3/23
George M Humphries III 3/23
David L Bowman 3/25
Robert E Anderson 3/25
William A Kerstetter 3/25
David B Hayden 3/26
John S Foster 3/26
Monte R Zinn 3/27
Don A Cashman 3/27
Anthony W Borum 3/27
Tyler Edmiston 3/29



Happy St. 
Patrick’s Day!

- 3/4: Unit meeting, 
6:30 pm at the 
Shrine

- 3/10: Stated Meeting
- 3/14: Potentate’s Ball, Gardner Kansa
- 3/17: St. Patrick’s Day

The Antique and Classic Cars had a 
good meeting at the Shrine with 11 
members in attendance. If you 
haven’t already it’s time to pay the 

blistering annual dues of $10 to our Treasurer. 

The unit agreed to sell onions again this year and 
is submitting our order in March. 

Members are encouraged to submit their Driver’s 
license and auto insurance cards to the Shrine for 
2026 records and the Shrine’s insurance plan. 

Our Unit will once again participate in the 2026 
Rodeo by orchestrating a Car Cruise at the 
Johnson County Fairgrounds on June 10th for the 
Fun Family Night. Our Unit is available to 
participate in any parades for St. Patrick’s Day 
that become available this year.

Annie our Unit Mascot came to our February 
meeting and she is welcome to attend our March 
meeting as well. 

We still have a few hats and an X-Large shirt for 
members. 

The Antique and Classic Cars Unit is an inclusive 
Unit and you are welcome to come and check us 
out. Many of you have that special car/truck you 
are are proud of, so, come and visit us. We 
frequently take our Ladies to local restaurants 
instead of meeting at the Shrine. We also plan 
events like trips to local car museums and car 
shows. We are a fun loving group that welcomes 
anyone who would like to parade with us. If you 
have questions, please contact President, Patrick 
W. Emmett 913-744-6347. Hey! We aren’t so 
bad, once you get to know us!

Around Abdallah…
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Thank You Clowns!
The Abdallah Clowns presentrd a $750 check for 
various items at the February Stated meeting.

Ill. Tony Pagel thanks the Clowns for their donation.

2026 Vidalia Onions
Get ready for 
Vidalia 
Onions…this is 
a great 
opportunity for 
the Units to 
earn a 
commission 
and sell the 
world’s best 
onions!
Last year, we had an excellent crop and the 
onions sold fast! This year, we’re hearing that 
Units are planning on ordering more than last year 
becasue they sold so fast.
This year’s Onion Chair is HP&P Tim Preece, 
913-221-7089, lepraxcon@gmail.com. See the 
flyer later in this issue. As in previous years, we 
will be ordering and selling 10 lbs. bags; price will 
be $14.00 each bag.



Red Zone Kicks of Season
The 53rd Kansas Shrine Bowl is well on it’s way 
and the Red Zone is marching down field along 
with it! 

First, our next meeting will be on Monday, Mar. 
16th, at 7:30 pm in Activity Room #2, at the 
Shrine. All Units are requested to send a 
representative. The focus will be planning our 
annual Player Recognition Banquet on Sunday, 
Apr. 12th, at 1:00 pm. Tickets are $15/person, 

available at the Shrine Office 
or a Red Zone Member. See 
the flyer later in this issue of 
the Abdallah Playground.
Lastly, we have have 22 
players, 3 coaches, and 3 staff 
to sponsor from our area. 
Thank you to those who have 
already stepped up and made 
a committment! You can 
check the Office for the latest 

and greatest on available players to sponsor. 
Any questions, contact Pat Emmett, 
913-744-6347 or pemmett99@sbcglobal.net.
Go East! 

Around Abdallah…
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Spring is in the Air…
Spring is the renewal of life; a 
chance to restart, grow 
again…such as life is too 
with the Abdallah Social 
Society!
This month, TASS renews 
our monthly get togethers to 
enjoy fellowship, food, and 
cigars! We’ll start meeting on 
the 4th Thursday of the 
month, so our March meeting 
will be on the 26th. The location is in the Oasis, 
wtih social starting at 5:00 pm, dinner served 
around 6:00 pm.
Current members be sure to pay your 2026 dues 
and come out and wear your TASS shirt! Bring a 
cigar to share; we have a raffle for those who 
contribute cigars, and when your number is 
called, you get to pick from the pile!
Interested in joining? Dues are $50/year and your 
initiation fee is a bottle of your favorite drink. For 
more information, contact Dennis Cranor, 
913-219-4909 or Chris Snell, 913-461-8888.

First Unit Meeting in 2026
Illustrious Tony Pagel kicked off the year with his 
first Unit visit…the Provost Guard! He was 
presented with a gag gift; a hat that read 
“GolfSucks” - everyone had a good laugh!

Playground… Want Ads
The Abdallah Playground is the official 
commuication of Abdallah Shriners. It has been 
published in some form or another for over a 
hundred years - the lastest format being digital. 
It’s one of the best ways to share Temple news 
with our Nobility.

Anyone can be involved, at any level. You don’t 
have to jump in as the Editor in Chief; you can 
start out by submitting articles, photos, etc.

If you are interested in helping put together our 
official communication, contact the Office or 
Allen Baiamonte or email 
AbdallahPlayground30@gmail.com



Around Abdallah…

News from the 
Queen…
Over the past month, I’ve 
had the incredible honor 
of representing our rodeo 
at two amazing events. At 
Equifest, I was introduced 
during one of the 
performances and had the 
opportunity to connect with so many members of 
the equine community. I spent a lot of my time 
handing out waters, giving tours of the horse barn, 
and sitting at our booth to share information about 
our rodeo and encourage people to come out and 
support it. I also had the opportunity to visit and 
meet a lot of the Arab Shriners. 
Later, I attended the Miss Rodeo K-State 
Pageant, where I was introduced and had the 
privilege of watching all the talented contestants 
compete. It was inspiring to see all their hard work 
and dedication!
Lastly, I wanted to thank everyone who came out 
to the Spring Hill High School FFA Dinner & 
Auction on Feb. 21st, to help raise money for our 
local chapter. Abdallah had a great turnout!  
Emma Kaiser
Abdallah Shrine Rodeo Queen

Abdallah Playground                                                                                                          March 2026



Around Abdallah…

First 2026 Parade-St. Patrick’s Day
We will be participating in the St. Patrick's Parade in Overland Park on March 7th. The parade begins 
at 10:00 AM; however, we must assemble as a group before arriving at the staging area.
Our scheduled arrival window is 9:45 am to 9:55 am. We’ll meet at Overland Park Lodge #436 (8109 
Overland Park DR, Overland Park, KS) and head to the staging area together. Overland Park #436 is 
also working on organizing a breakfast and fellowship meal prior to the parade, with more details to 
follow.
Please share this information with your units and let me know how many members from your unit plan to 
attend. Additionally, please print the a copy of the image below for required vehicle markers.
Any questions, contact Tim Smith, 913-954-0174, timbo92079@gmail.com.
Tim Smith
Abdallah Parade Marshall
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Abdallah Events…
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Around The Realm…
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Around The Realm…
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Around The Realm…
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