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Send address changes to Temple Office

Potentate Aides
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Ill. Jeff Johnson PP, Ill. Chris Muro PP, Ill. Kevin Larson 
PP, Ill. Ronnie White PP, Jerry Ogden 

Administrative Building Manager 
Coordinator                                             Randy Bennett

Communication Coordinator                      Ryan Urban

DeMolay Representative                      Allen Baiamonte

Hospital Transportation Coordinator             Joe Hobbs

Kansas Shrine Bowl Directors
Allen Baiamonte, Callan Martin, Mark Sager
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Manager                                         Ill. Tim Williams, PP

Parade Marshall                                             Tim Smith

Permanent Contributing Membership
Chairman                                       Ill. Ronnie White PP

Provost Marshall                                           Larry Riggs

Playground Editor & Chief                   Allen Baiamonte

Bingo Committee
Chairman                                                      Chris Snell

Cajun Party Committee
Chairman                                                Chris Harrison

Membership Committee
Membership Chairman                                 Mark Sager
Assistant Chairman                            Jacob Davisson
Recruitment                                                     Jon Allee
Restoration                                     Ill. Tim Williams, PP
Retention                                       Ill. Bennie Smith, PP
Relationships                                          Jacob Davisson

Red Zone Committee 
Chairman                                                      Pat Emmett 

Rodeo & Derby Committee
Chairman                                      Ill. Ronnie White, PP

Rodeo Queen Program
Chairperson                                              Ms. Lesli Belt

SHC Golf Committee
Tony Pagel, Scott Weise, Ill. Kevin Larson, PP, Ill. Nick 
Turner, PP 

St. Louis Hospital Board
Associate Member                                      Bill Leonard

Sunshine Committee
Chairman                                         Shawn Heckmaster
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ABDALLAH SHRINERS
OPEN MEETING

ABDALLAH OASIS
5300 Metcalf AVE, Overland Park, KS 66202

Tuesday, October 13, 2026
7:30 pm

      Tony Pagel                                                        Gary Folk
Illustrious Potentate                                              Recorder

A minimum of six (6) Nobles and/or Ladies are needed 
for Bingo Nights, Doors open at 5:30 pm. If for any 
reason you cannot work your scheduled time, please try 
to change with another Unit or Club and then notify the 
Shrine Office at least one week in advance of the 
scheduled day.

Thank you in advance for helping with Bingo! 

October Schedule
Oct. 5                               Greeters
Oct. 12                  Oriental Band & LOH
Oct. 19               Antique Cars & Clowns
Oct. 26                                        Provost

November Schedule
Nov. 2                         Blue Racers
Nov. 9                                   Tin Lizzies
Nov. 16                                Weekenders
Nov. 23                Antique Cars & Jokers
Nov. 30                                           TASS

In Memory:
Larry Cook
Philemon St. Amant
John Tomc

Abdallah Google Calendars
Abdallah Shriners uses Google calendar to 
manage and track our activities. These 
calendars are available to the public; it’s best 
to have a Google account and Google calendar 
installed to see these. They may work with 
other calendar programs, but no guarantee. 
They are accessible by adding the following 
links to your calendar:
Activities - https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?
cid=YWJkYWxsYWhzaHJpbmUzMEBnbWFpbC5jb20

Unit & Committee Meetings - https://
calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?
cid=b2VkZGIxZjF2MG9jbzNqdHE2a205cWxnMmNAZ3J
vdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ

Parades - https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?
cid=cGNkOWQwMGtvOWFqaWJsdnE2cjY3NDdyYjhAZ
3JvdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ

Units and Clubs
Don’t forget to wirte an Article for the 

PLAYGROUND.
Our readers would like to hear about your past and 
future events and other activities that they missed 

out on.

It’s a good way to get information out to the New 
Nobels and Ladies (as well as other members) to 

peak their interest in your group. Email your 
articles (don’t forget to includes pictures) to 

abdallahgplayground30@gmail.com. 
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Meeting Dinner 6:00 pm
(RSVP to the Office Required 

by Noon, Oct. 8)
Meal provided by Hy-Vee Catering

Ladies are welcomed and encouraged to 
join us for dinner!

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=YWJkYWxsYWhzaHJpbmUzMEBnbWFpbC5jb20
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=YWJkYWxsYWhzaHJpbmUzMEBnbWFpbC5jb20
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=b2VkZGIxZjF2MG9jbzNqdHE2a205cWxnMmNAZ3JvdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=b2VkZGIxZjF2MG9jbzNqdHE2a205cWxnMmNAZ3JvdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=b2VkZGIxZjF2MG9jbzNqdHE2a205cWxnMmNAZ3JvdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=b2VkZGIxZjF2MG9jbzNqdHE2a205cWxnMmNAZ3JvdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ
https://email.cloud2.secureclick.net/c/1556?id=126405.1525.1.4123652695051ccaa2be82ceca104d3b
https://email.cloud2.secureclick.net/c/1556?id=126405.1525.1.4123652695051ccaa2be82ceca104d3b
https://email.cloud2.secureclick.net/c/1556?id=126405.1525.1.4123652695051ccaa2be82ceca104d3b
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Temple Notification …

NOTICE: ELECTION OF OFFICERS FOR ABDALLAH SHRINERS 2026
Election Meeting – Abdallah Shriners Tuesday, December 8, 2026, 7:30 pm at the Shrine for the transaction of all Regular 
business-balloting on petitions for creation, affiliation & associate membership-reports from officers & committees-election 

of officers.
and

Special meeting of the Abdallah Temple Building Association for the purpose of electing Trustees for 2027

YOU MUST HAVE YOUR 2026 DUES CARD TO ATTEND THIS ANNUAL MEETING
The Law Governing Annual Elections-Illustrious Tony Pagel, Potentate 2026

For the guidance of the Nobility, we publish the law regarding the proper way to conduct the election of Officers. From the 
By-Laws of Shriners International:

ARTICLE 25 
Officers; Their Election or Appointment 

§ 325.1 Officers.
   (a) List. The officers of the temple are:

            (1)  Potentate……………………………………………..………………..….Shayk
            (2)  Chief Rabban………………………………………………………..……Emeer
            (3)  Assistant Rabban……………………………………………………...….Sahib
            (4)  High Priest and Prophet………………………………………………….Imam
            (5)  Oriental Guide………………………………………………………….……Ayn
            (6)  Treasurer…………………………………………………………….…..Chayzin
            (7)  Recorder……………………………………………………………………Katib
            (8)  First Ceremonial Master………………………….………………………Wakil
            (9)  Second Ceremonial Master………………………………………...…….Alam
           (10)  Director……………………………………………………………….……Malah
           (11)  Marshal……………………..…………………………………………...….Amal
           (12)  Captain of the Guard………………………………………………….…..Rays
           (13)  Outer Guard………………………………………………………….…….Hafix

   (b) Limitation.  No person may hold more than one of the foregoing offices at the same time.
§ 325.2 Election and Qualification.

(a) Election Order.  The first 7 officers shall be elected annually, in the order in which they appear in § 325.1(a), by 
ballot and constitute the official divan.  Candidates for the elective office in the shrine center must be members in 
good standing of that shrine center.

(b)   Term Limit.  A Noble may not serve as Potentate of any shrine center for more than 2 years.  However, a Noble may 
serve as Potentate for an additional 2 years if he has served in an office or offices on the official Divan other than 
Potentate, for at least 2 years subsequent to previous terms as Potentate and there are no other eligible candidates 
offering for election to the position as Potentate.

(c) Qualification.  A Noble may not serve as Potentate of any temple unless he shall have first served at least one term 
as either Chief Rabban or Assistant Rabban of a shrine center.

(d) Dispensation.  Upon a showing of good and sufficient cause, in writing and at least 60 days prior to the shrine 
center election, the Imperial potentate may waive the provisions of subsection (c) with respect to candidates for the 
office of Potentate at such shrine center election.

§ 325.3 Appointment.  The other officers name in § 352.1 shall be anointed by the Potentate.
§ 325.4 When Elected.  Each shrine center must elect its officers and representatives at its annual meeting in January 
unless its bylaws allow the election to occur at the shrine center’s stated meeting in December.
§ 325.5 Ballot.

(a) Separate Ballot.  Election of officers shall be by a majority vote of those present voting.  When there is more than 
one candidate for election to an office, a separate written ballot is required.  A blanket ballot is prohibited.
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Temple Notification …
b) Retention.  The ballots cast in any contested election for shrine center’s office shall be retained in the custody of 

the Recorder for a period of 90 days following the election, after which they may be destroyed unless the Imperial 
Potentate otherwise orders.

(c) Void Ballot.  Blank ballots or ballots containing any markings other than the name of a candidate nominated from 
the floor are not votes and are not to be considered for any purpose.

§ 325.6 Time of Election.  Nominations must commence not later than 9:00pm and when that hour arrives all other 
business must cease, and none may be transacted until the election is concluded.
§ 325.7 Other Officers.  The shrine center may elect such other officers as its bylaws provide.
§ 325.8 Nomination.  Candidates for office and representative must be placed in nomination floor.
§ 325.9 Leadership Search Committee.  The Board of Directors may appoint a committee consisting of note more than 
five (5) Nobles to study the qualifications of possible candidates for elective office in the shrine center.  This committee may 
report their findings to the Board of Directors and/or to the shrine center’s members in the form of a nomination at a shrine 
center election.  This committee may also consult with the Chief Rabban on his appointments if so requested.
§ 325.10 Representatives.

(a) Single Ballot.  Where a shrine center elects more than one Representative, all candidates must be balloted for on 
one written ballot.

(b) Complete Ballot.  Each member voting must vote only for the total number of Representatives to be elected, 
otherwise his ballot cannot be counted as a vote.

(c) Majority Vote.  A majority vote of those present and voting is necessary to elect each Representative.
(d) Election.  Only those candidates who receive a majority vote shall be declared elected.
(e) Successive Ballots.  Successive written ballots must then be taken in the same manner on other candidates until 

all Representatives are elected.
(f) Highest Vote.  If more candidates receive a majority vote than the number of representatives to be elected, then 

those receiving the greatest number of votes shall be declared elected.
(g) Void Ballot.  Blank ballots or ballots containing any marking other than the name of a candidate nominated from the 

floor are not votes and are not to be considered for any purpose.
§ 325.11 Election Regulations.

(a) Electioneering.  A candidate for an elected office in a shrine center may print, publish, and circulate during the year 
he is seeking the elected office, a resume consisting of his educational background, his vocational history, and his 
Masonic and Shrine record.  Except as provided in the prior sentence, the printing, publication, circulating or 
distribution of resolutions, letters, telegrams, tickets, email or other devices, by a unit, club, Noble, or group of 
Nobles, suggesting, recommending, opposing, or contain the name of proposed candidates for office in the shrine 
center is prohibited.

(b) Expenditures Prohibited.  The expenditure of money for gifts, favors, or entertainment on behalf of a candidate for 
an elected office is prohibited.

(c) Violation.  For any violation of (a) or (b), the Imperial Potentate may suspend any offending Noble, and he may 
declare the election of the officers’ void and order a new election.

(d) Notice.  At least one week prior to the annual meeting or any election the temple Recorder shall mail to each 
member a notice thereof containing this section.

OFFICERS TO BE ELECTED FOR 2027 ARE; Potentate, Chief Rabban, Assistant Rabban, High Priest 
& Prophet, Oriental Guide, Treasurer, Recorder, Representative(s) to Shriners International for the 
year 2027, Representative(s) to the Central States Shrine Association, Representative(s) to the 
Finance & Investment Committee, and trustee(s) to the Building Association.
Fraternally Yours,
Gary Folk - Recorder



Birthday Friday October 2nd!
Come on down to the Abdallah Oasis to celebrate 
this month’s Birthdays along with your fellow 
Nobles & Ladies. It’s one of our best social 
gatherings! Birthday Friday is on the first Friday of 
this month and starts at 7:00 pm (for open bar).

Feel free to bring a snack to share. Come join the 
fun and fellowship!

Abdallah Birthdays…
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Ill. Fred H Hope, PP 10/1
Michael L Ash 10/1
Ron White Sr. 10/1
James V Stalder 10/1
James L Morton 10/2
Thomas K Bottiger 10/2
James E Allen 10/2
Gregory L Kruger 10/3
Robert B Pope II 10/4
Brian E Christenson 10/4
Noel D Tharp 10/7
Billy G Demoss 10/8
Dan D Jennings 10/9
Gary J Bilderback 10/9
James D Gilbert 10/10
Oscar C Sisemore Jr. 10/10
Jerry L Robinson 10/10
Robert S Nield 10/11
Calvin S Smith 10/11
Ill. Donald S Best, PP 10/12
Leonard L Buddenbohm 10/14
Lynn Baker 10/15
Gerald H Ogden Jr. 10/15

Gerald E Cole 10/17
James E Kessler 10/17
James E Smith 10/17
David E Dellinger 10/17
Vernon J Clark 10/18
Cale L Hollis 10/18
Jeffrey B Scannell 10/18
Gary Benefield 10/23
Matt Westerman 10/23
Norman H Johnson III 10/25
Donald E Childers 10/26
Philip A Gicalone Sr. 10/26
Bobby T Ware 10/27
Bruce R Peterson 10/27
Thomas A Carr 10/27
Timothy Parrish 10/28
Donald R McGinnis 10/29
Harold W Rector 10/29
Timothy A Kelly 10/29
Dwayne S Steele 10/29
Willard E Hill 10/31
Max D Servais 10/31

September Birthday celebrants…Happy Birthday!

September Celebrations…



Around Abdallah…
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More New Nobles!
We had three more new Nobles join the Mystic Shrine before our Open Meeting on Tuesday, 
September 8th! They are Nobles Todd Howerton, Timothy Parish, and Matt Westerman.
Illustrious Tony Pagel called a special meeting to obligate the new Nobles prior to the general meeting. 
Afterwards, the everyone retired to the Oasis for dinner.
During the meeting, one of the agenda items was to present the new Nobles with their new Fezzes. 
Each Noble was “Fezzed” by their respective sponsor.
A big welcome to these new brothers of the Mystic Shrine! Abdallah members, be sure to introduce 
yourself if you have a chance to meet them…share your “Shrine Story”!

Noble Timothy Parish (L) with Noble Nick Potter( R)

Noble Todd Howerton (L) with Noble Gary Folk (R)Illustrious Tony Pagel (L) with Noble Matt Westernam (R)

“Fezzing” of the New Nobles
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2027 Nobility Trip
Chief Rabban Allen Baiamonte and Lady Jackie would like 
to invite all 
Nobles and 

Ladies for a 2027 “Fezcation” on the Riviera Maya, Mexico, 
from April 22nd to April 29th, 2027. We will be staying at the all-
inclusive resort, Ocean Riviera Paradise, just a short distance 
from Playa del Carmen.
If you would like more information, see the flyer later in the 
Playground, contact Allen Baiamonte, 816-204-0945, or the 
Trip Travel Coordinator, Karen Marlow, 785-266-5701, 
karen@funinsuntravel.com. You can register at https://
www.funinsuntravel.com/shrine-ocean-riviera--el-beso-paradise.html.

Around Abdallah…

https://www.funinsuntravel.com/shrine-ocean-riviera--el-beso-paradise.html
https://www.funinsuntravel.com/shrine-ocean-riviera--el-beso-paradise.html


Around Abdallah… Building Managers Needed…
Calling ALL ABDALLAH SHRINERS - supporting 
your Shrine is integral to your membership…it’s 
one of your obligations as a member.

One way ANY Noble 
can easily help our 
Shrine is to volunteer as 
a Building Manager. 
These volunteers help 
ensure that building 
rentals (one of our 
fundraising efforts) go 

smoothly and adhere to the requirements of their 
agreement with Abdallah Shriners.
We’ll show you what you need to know on helping 
us out.
It typically involves a 4-6 hours of keeping an eye 
on our facility, answer questions, report issues, 
and to open and close for the event.
If you are interested, contact Randy Bennett, 
(816) 260-8357 or partharbor@msn.com.
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Rodeo Buckle Raffle Winner
Congratulations to our Oriental Guide, Noble 
Robert Gifford, who was the lucky winner of the 
custom Abdallah Rodeo Belt buckle.
The raffle concluded last month and the winning 
ticket was pulled by Ilustrious Tony Pagel.
The Rodeo Committee would like to thank 
everyone who participated in this fundraiser. We’ll 
see what we can come up with next year!
Abdallah Shrine Rodeo Committee



Around Abdallah…
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Nomads Golfers Still 
Hacking Away!
The Abdallah Nomads have been 
actively golfing since Spring. We 
survived a hot summer and look 
forward to more milder days ahead! 
The Nomads are an “unoffical” group of Shriners 
and friends who love to play golf and enjoy good 
company.
We typically play every Thursday, around 8:00 am 
at Sunflower Hills Golf 
Course in Bonner Springs. 
We usually have several 
foursomes at at time. 
If you’re interested in joining 
us, call Patrick W. Emmett 
913-744-6347 to get on our 
contact roster. All are 
welcome!



Around Abdallah…
During September, the 
Antique and Classic Cars 
Unit participated in the 
September 5th De Soto 
parade, BINGO on 
September 14th and the 

September 26th Spring Hill parade. We had a lively 
meeting on September 2nd with 10 members 
present.

Most of our members are on the mend and doing 
better. Our prayers go out to Calvin Smith who is 
healing slowly from his kidney donation to Nobel 
Donnie Marah. Mark Mikulic is still undergoing 
chemo for cancer and we wish him the best 
toward remission.

Unit member Floyd Fleming’s Memorial was held 
in Wellsville. We presented a certificate to Floyd’s 
daughters explaining the $400 donation to the 
Shriners Hospital in St. Louis by the Antique & 
Classic Cars Unit. The donation was welcomed in 
tears by Floyd’s family. Jerry Ogdon told his “Old 
Red Fez” story and the well-attended memorial 
was moved.

October promises to be a very busy month for the 
Antique and Classic Cars. We will hold our 
October meeting, October 7th, at the home of 
Scott and Lisa Lamons in Lenexa. Scott manned 
the BBQ grill and prepared a very good meal for 
everyone.

Seems monthly, the Antique and Classic Cars 
once again will do BINGO on Monday, again 
October 19th.

On October 25th, the Antique and Classic Cars will 
host with the help of Abdallah Units the annual 
Trunk or Treat in the upper parking lot. Bring a 
vehicle, candy, decorate the car and don some 
kind of Halloween costume then hand out candy 
to the children. This public outreach program is 
always a hit and everyone enjoys the event.
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The Unit also will attend the Atchison Halloween 
parade on October 31st. This is always a fun 
event. Post parade we will meet at the home of 
Leonard and Kitty Buddenbohm – 303 S Street in 
Atchison. They are superb hosts and they will 
have a meal for you, before you go home.

This year Ceremonial will be held on November 7th 
at the Shrine. Our Unit will participate in the 
parade for new members. It’s not to late to get a 
candidate’s petition’s in to sponsor a new 
member in November.

Our Unit welcomes anyone who would like to join 
us. Remember, you may now belong to more than 
one Unit. We meet the first Wednesday of every 
month at 6:30 in the Oasis. Bring a good joke for 
“Happy Dollars.” The exception is when we meet 
at a restaurant or a member’s house for a good 
meal. Ladies are always welcome. Stay well, keep 
happy, help others at every opportunity, and be 
quick to forgive.

Patrick W. Emmett, President
Antique and Classic Cars, 913-744-6347



Around Abdallah…
Last Birthday Friday was 
small, but lots of fun! 
Happy Birthday to our 
October Babies - see 
you on October 2nd, 
2026.

Our Shimp Dinner turned out to be a big success 
and the food was delicious. Thanks to all that 
helped work it – it wouldn’t have been successful 
without you!

Our Christmas Dinner will be Dec. 5th, at 
Cinzzetti's; there will not be a women’s gift 
exchange this year.
This is for members only and our Divan 
Representative. It will start at 5:00 pm to 7:30 pm 
with a cash bar. Address is 7201 W. 91st, 
Overland Park, KS 66212
We will have our election of Officers at the 
October meeting.  Step up and take an office - we 
need your help to keep our Unit active! 

November 7th is the Fall Ceremonial. Plan to 
attend - this is always fun event and an great 
opportunity to meet new Nobles!
The Lizziettes want to thank the Tin Lizzies for 
their token of appreciation - it will be put to good 
use!
Happy Birthday to the following for the Month of 
October:
Brain Christenson 10-4
Ike Sisemore 10-10
Hope to see you all at our monthly meeting in 
October!
Tin Lizzie Mystery Writer

The Provost Guard was busy 
the month of September - lots 
of work! We had bingo 
concessions and two 
Quinceañera celebrations this 
month. Doing our best to keep 
everyone safe.

Check out the Delaware Lodge #96 Sporting 
Clays Fun Shoot on Saturday, November 21st, 
2026. Registration is at 10:30 am, and the main 
event is at 11:30 am. Please RSVP by November 
14th to Nick Potter at neiko913@gmail.com. The 
event will be held at Powder Creek Shooting Park 
in Lenexa, KS.
The pistol shooting competition team has 
suspended its shooting practice due to the 
closure of The Bullet Hole. We will be looking for 
a new place to practice as a team. The shotgun 
team will start practicing at Powder Creek gun 
range. Details will be coming soon.
Consider attending a meeting or joining us for a 
monthly shooting team practice to learn more 
information about becoming a member! 
Meetings are the first Tuesday of the month, at 
6:30 PM, and in the Oasis. If you are interested in 
shooting, please contact Larry Riggs at          
(816) 810-0819. Come join us!
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Playground… Want Ads
The Abdallah Playground is the 
official commuication of 
Abdallah Shriners. It has been 
published in some form or 
another for over a hundred years 
- the lastest format being digital. 

It’s one of the best ways to share Temple news 
with our Nobility.

Anyone can be involved, at any level. You don’t 
have to jump in as the Editor in Chief; you can 
start out by submitting articles, photos, etc.

If you are interested, contact the Office or 
Allen Baiamonte or email 
AbdallahPlayground30@gmail.com

mailto:neiko913@gmail.com


Around Abdallah…
September was a busy month!
The Escorts participated in the 
Tiblow Days and Desoto Days 
parades.
A few members traveled to the 

Dominican Republic for a fun-filled week of sandy beaches and 
poolside fun!
We continued our unit fundraising efforts 
by working at the Bingo concessions and 
selling homemade baked goods. The 
month ended with a group dinner and ride 
to Sickies Garage in Overland Park.
Remember you do NOT need to own a 
motorcycle to be a member of the Escorts. 
Your fellowship and willingness to be a 
part of our fun activities is all that is 
required!
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The Abdallah Social Society 
will hold it’s last meeting of the 
year on Thursday, October 
28th. This will be our annual 
Steak Dinner night and all 
members are encouraged to 
wear your club shirt. We’ll be 
dark until March of 2027.
Also, mark you calendars - our 
annual Holiday Party will be on 

Friday, November 13th, in the Oasis. Let Dennis 
Cranor know if you plan to attend.
Interested in joining TASS? Dues are $50/year 
and your initiation fee is a bottle of your favorite 
drink. For more information, contact Dennis 
Cranor, 913-219-4909 or Chris Snell, 
913-461-8888.

TASS meets on the 4th Thursday of the month 
(March through October).  We meet in the Oasis -  
social starting at 5:00 pm, dinner served around 
6:00 pm. Bring a cigar to share; we have a raffle 
for those who contribute cigars. He Haw!

Patio Tent Take Down - 
November 14th 
Call all Nobles! We need stong, healthy hands to 
help take down our patio tent for the year on 
Saturday, November 14th. We plan to start at 
9:00 am.
The more 
hands, the 
quicker it goes - 
see ya there!
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Abdallah Events…



Kansas Shrine Bowl…
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Around The Realm…
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