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Elected Divan 
Potentate                                                       Tony Pagel
Chief Rabban                                       Allen Baiamonte
Assistant Rabban                               Rob Swecker 
High Priest & Prophet                                   Tim Preece
Oriental Guide                                              Chris Snell
Treasurer                                       Ill. Ronnie White, PP                                             
Recorder                                                         Gary Folk

Appointive Divan 
1st Ceremonial                                        Chris Harrison
2nd Ceremonial                                         Calvin Smith 
Marshall                                                   Chase LaPorte
Captain of the Guard                                    Mark Sager
Outer Guard                                                 Larry Riggs
Chaplain                      Shawn Heckmaster 

Building Association Trustees
Term 2022 - 2026                                         Lynn Baker
Term 2023 - 2027                           Ill. Kevin Larson, PP
Term 2024 - 2028                                   Dennis Hubler
Term 2025 - 2029            Ill.Jeff Johnson, PP
Term 2026 - 2030                                  Ralph Anderton

Finance & Investment Committee
Term 2021-2026                                        Ken Holliday 
Term 2022-2027                                         Bill Leonard 
Term 2023-2028                                     Duke Neeland
Term 2024- 2029                               Ill. Chris Muro, PP
Term 2025-2030                          Ill. Mike Guilinger, PP

Imperial Representatives 
Potentate                                                       Tony Pagel
Chief Rabban                                       Allen Baiamonte

CSSA Representatives 
Potentate                                                       Tony Pagel
Chief Rabban                                       Allen Baiamonte      
Assistant Rabban                               Rob Swecker 
High Priest & Prophet                                   Tim Preece
Oriental Guide                                              Chris Snell

TEMPLE OFFICE HOURS 
MONDAY-THURSDAY 10:00 am – 4:00 pm 

TELL: 913-362-5300
EMAIL: office@abdallahshrine.org

 5300 Metcalf Avenue, Overland Park, KS 66202
Send address changes to Temple Office

Potentate Aides
Chief Aides                               Ralph & Linda Anderton

Personal Aide                                            Blaine Miller

Potentate’s Advisors 
Ill. Jeff Johnson PP, Ill. Chris Muro PP, Ill. Kevin Larson 
PP, Ill. Ronnie White PP, Jerry Ogden 

Administrative Building Manager 
Coordinator                                             Randy Bennett

Communication Coordinator                      Ryan Urban

DeMolay Representative                      Allen Baiamonte

Hospital Transportation Coordinator             Joe Hobbs

Kansas Shrine Bowl Directors
Allen Baiamonte, Callan Martin, Mark Sager

Oasis
Manager                                         Ill. Tim Williams, PP

Parade Marshall                                             Tim Smith

Permanent Contributing Membership
Chairman                                       Ill. Ronnie White PP

Provost Marshall                                           Larry Riggs

Playground Editor & Chief                   Allen Baiamonte

Bingo Committee
Chairman                                                      Chris Snell

Cajun Party Committee
Chairman                                                Chris Harrison

Membership Committee
Membership Chairman                                 Mark Sager
Assistant Chairman                            Jacob Davisson
Recruitment                                                     Jon Allee
Restoration                                     Ill. Tim Williams, PP
Retention                                       Ill. Bennie Smith, PP
Relationships                                          Jacob Davisson

Red Zone Committee 
Chairman                                                      Pat Emmett 

Rodeo & Derby Committee
Chairman                                      Ill. Ronnie White, PP

Rodeo Queen Program
Chairperson                                              Ms. Lesli Belt

SHC Golf Committee
Tony Pagel, Scott Weise, Ill. Kevin Larson, PP, Ill. Nick 
Turner, PP 

St. Louis Hospital Board
Associate Member                                      Bill Leonard

Sunshine Committee
Chairman                                         Shawn Heckmaster
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ABDALLAH SHRINERS
OPEN MEETING

ABDALLAH OASIS
5300 Metcalf AVE, Overland Park, KS 66202

Tuesday, September 8, 2026
7:30 pm

      Tony Pagel                                                        Gary Folk
Illustrious Potentate                                              Recorder

A minimum of six (6) Nobles and/or Ladies are needed 
for Bingo Nights, Doors open at 5:30 pm. If for any 
reason you cannot work your scheduled time, please try 
to change with another Unit or Club and then notify the 
Shrine Office at least one week in advance of the 
scheduled day.

Thank you in advance for helping with Bingo! 

September Schedule
Sep 7                        Weekenders
Sep 14                Antique Cars & Jokers
Sep 21                                           TASS
Sep 28                                        Escorts

October Schedule
Oct 5                               Greeters
Oct 12                  Oriental Band & LOH
Oct 19               Antique Cars & Clowns
Oct 26                                        Provost

In Memory:
Sam Little

Abdallah Google Calendars
Abdallah Shriners uses Google calendar to 
manage and track our activities. These 
calendars are available to the public; it’s best 
to have a Google account and Google calendar 
installed to see these. They may work with 
other calendar programs, but no guarantee. 
They are accessible by adding the following 
links to your calendar:
Activities - https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?
cid=YWJkYWxsYWhzaHJpbmUzMEBnbWFpbC5jb20

Unit & Committee Meetings - https://
calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?
cid=b2VkZGIxZjF2MG9jbzNqdHE2a205cWxnMmNAZ3J
vdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ

Parades - https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?
cid=cGNkOWQwMGtvOWFqaWJsdnE2cjY3NDdyYjhAZ
3JvdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ

Units and Clubs
Don’t forget to wirte an Article for the 

PLAYGROUND.
Our readers would like to hear about your past and 
future events and other activities that they missed 

out on.

It’s a good way to get information out to the New 
Nobels and Ladies (as well as other members) to 

peak their interest in your group. Email your 
articles (don’t forget to includes pictures) to 

abdallahgplayground30@gmail.com. 
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Meeting Dinner 6:00 pm
(in the Oasis)

Hot Dogs, Hamburgers, & Fixin’s
Meal provided by Abdallah Divan

Ladies are welcomed and encouraged to join 
us for dinner!

https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=YWJkYWxsYWhzaHJpbmUzMEBnbWFpbC5jb20
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=YWJkYWxsYWhzaHJpbmUzMEBnbWFpbC5jb20
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=b2VkZGIxZjF2MG9jbzNqdHE2a205cWxnMmNAZ3JvdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=b2VkZGIxZjF2MG9jbzNqdHE2a205cWxnMmNAZ3JvdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=b2VkZGIxZjF2MG9jbzNqdHE2a205cWxnMmNAZ3JvdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ
https://calendar.google.com/calendar/u/0?cid=b2VkZGIxZjF2MG9jbzNqdHE2a205cWxnMmNAZ3JvdXAuY2FsZW5kYXIuZ29vZ2xlLmNvbQ
https://email.cloud2.secureclick.net/c/1556?id=126405.1525.1.4123652695051ccaa2be82ceca104d3b
https://email.cloud2.secureclick.net/c/1556?id=126405.1525.1.4123652695051ccaa2be82ceca104d3b
https://email.cloud2.secureclick.net/c/1556?id=126405.1525.1.4123652695051ccaa2be82ceca104d3b
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Around Abdallah… Building Managers Needed…
Calling ALL ABDALLAH SHRINERS - supporting 
your Shrine is integral to your membership…it’s 
one of your obligations as a member.

One way ANY Noble 
can easily help our 
Shrine is to 
volunteer as a 
Building Manager. 
These volunteers 
help ensure that 
building rentals (one 
of our fundraising 

efforts) go smoothly and adhere to the 
requirements of their agreement with Abdallah 
Shriners.
We’ll show you what you need to know on helping 
us out.
It typically involves a 4-6 hours of keeping an eye 
on our facility, answer questions, report issues, 
and to open and close for the event.
If you are interested, contact Randy Bennett, 
(816) 260-8357 or partharbor@msn.com.



Birthday Friday September 4th!
Come on down to the Abdallah Oasis to celebrate this 
month’s Birthdays along with your fellow Nobles & 
Ladies. It’s one of our best social gatherings!
Birthday Friday is on the first Friday of this month and 
starts at 7:00 pm (for open bar).
Feel free to bring a snack to share. Come join the fun 
and fellowship!

Abdallah Birthdays…
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Albion A Bergstrom 9/2
Roger G Frederick 9/2
Mark D Prestley 9/2
Daniel R Hoffman 9/3
Marc S Rowe 9/3
Richard A Stofer 9/7
Fredrick H Folsche 9/9
Steven A Meier 9/9
Steven B Nelson 9/9
Roy E Samuel III 9/9
Matthew E Bennett 9/11
Wiley N McMillan Jr. 9/12
Jon D Robbins 9/13
Kenneth M Kerr 9/14
Daniel L Peterson Jr 9/14
Ted C Talbert 9/15
Michael A Cook 9/15
Edward G Lindsey 9/15
Gregory M Bequette 9/15
John W Pepper 9/16
E. G Puckett 9/17
Marlon C Harrison 9/19
David L Miller 9/20
Michael J Kokoruda III 9/20
Jason D Hewitt 9/20
Timothy D Smith 9/20
James W De Rodes 9/21
James M Rush 9/21
Rick D Bellinger 9/22
John W Evans 9/23
Craig R Bills 9/23
Ill. Kevin W Larson, PP 9/23
Gerald J Sparks 9/23
Larry L Cook 9/24
Bryan J Beaver 9/24
Kevin C Zimmerly 9/25
Ruben Irizarry-Guzman 9/27
Larry R Riggs 9/28
Gary L Morris 9/28

August Birthday celebrants w/ Illustrious Tony Pagel!

August Celebrations…



Around Abdallah…
Birthday Friday was 
successful for August; 
not many birthdays, but 
a great crowd with lots 
of food and drinks!  If 
you haven't been to 
birthday Friday, you’re 

missing a fun night of great fellowship.  Come and 
see for yourself!

Included are a couple of pictures of some hard-
working Tin Lizzies and Lizziettes at the Douglas 
Co. Fair.  Thanks to all that worked.

The Tin Lizzies and Lizziette send our Sincere 
Condolence to Deb Sullivan and famillyl on the 
death of her mother.

Tin Lizzies and Lizziettes send our sincere 
condolences to the family of Illustrious Floyd 
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Fleming, PP. Floyd was one of the mechanics that 
would help keep our little cars running in the days 
long gone.

The Tin Lizzie Shrimp Dinner is September 19th.  
This is one our biggest money maker and is not 
possible without the help of the whole Unit.  So 
please come and help and sell tickets.  If you 
need tickets call or see Dennis.  Remember this is 
not a one-person job - it takes the Unit .  

Hope everyone has a great Labor Day Weekend.

Happy Birthdays to the following for the Month of 
September;   

Jim Rush          9-21

No anniversaries in September.

Hope to see you all at our September Meeting. 
They are still on the 3rd Wednesday of the Month 
unless otherwise noted.

Tin Lizzie 
Mystery Writer



Around Abdallah…
The Provost Guard have been 
busy the month of August. Lots 
of work and competitions! 

The Provost helped at the 
JOCO Fair and did an excellent 
job. They monitored the beer 

tent, supported ticket booth, and kept watch over 
the whole event. No major incidents occurred…
probably because of their presence.

The wrestling event on August 15th was very well 
attended. There was a full crowd in the audience, 
and everyone had a fantastic time. The fans and 
wrestlers are a great group. No incidents occurred 
and it seemed as everyone involved had a great 
time. 

Our shooting team recently competed in the 
CSSA pistol and shotgun events held in 
Davenport, IA / Moline, IL, August 19-23, 2026. 
They represented Abdallah very well. The team 
placed: 2nd Place Men’s Pistol Open (Iron Sights) 
A Division, 3rd Place Men’s Pistol Optical Sites A 
Division, 3rd Place Sporting Clays B Division, 3rd 
Place Trap B Division, and Larry Riggs earned and 
individual award for the Men’s Division A Open. 
There were a lot of compliments on the 
shirts the team wore at the banquet. We 
definitely stood out in a crowd - great work 
guys!!!

The pistol shooting competition team has 
suspended its shooting practice due to the 
closure of The Bullet Hole. The shotgun 
team will start practicing at Powder Creek 
gun range. Details will be coming soon.

Consider attending a meeting or joining us 
for a monthly shooting team practice to learn 
more information about becoming a 
member! Meetings are the first Tuesday of 
the month, at 6:30 PM, and in the Oasis. If 
you are interested in shooting, please 
contact Larry Riggs. Please join us!
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Around Abdallah…
The month of August 
was a blur and filled with 
several activities.  
Escort, Tim Smith, rode 
his motorcycle in the 

Leavenworth County fair parade in Tonganoxie.  In 
addition, several members rode in the Johnson 
County fair parade as well.

The Escorts and their Ladies worked at the 
Johnson County Fair concession stand every night 
and worked at bingo concessions on the night of 
the big jackpot giveaway! The ladies made 

homemade desserts which sold out before 
halftime.  This was a very busy and profitable 
night.

We enjoyed a HOT dinner ride to The Other Place 
restaurant at the end of July. The food and 
company was fantastic.  The July dinner outing 
was bittersweet as it was the last one attended by 
our dear brother and good friend, Sam Little.  As 
we grieve his loss, we remember his years of 
service and the love and kindness he brought with 
him and shared with others through his countless 
good acts and 
deeds. We can 
already picture 
Sam, sitting 
with Larry and 
Sharon Steele, 
sharing laughs 
and macaroons.

Rest in Peace 
our dear friend.  
Thank you for giving so selflessly to the Escorts, 
the Shrine and your Blue Lodge. 
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Ladies Night Out
While our Nobles labored at the August Stated 
meeting, a group of our ladies decided to enjoy a 
night of dinner and entertainment at New Theatre.

The food was great and the play was Legally 
Blond. A special thanks to Melissa Sager who 
organized and planned the evening for the group!



Around Abdallah…
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Playground… Want Ads
The Abdallah Playground is the official 
commuication of Abdallah Shriners. It has been 

published in some form or 
another for over a hundred years 
- the lastest format being digital. 
It’s one of the best ways to share 
Temple news with our Nobility.

Anyone can be involved, at any 
level. You don’t have to jump in as the Editor in 
Chief; you can start out by submitting articles, 
photos, etc.

If you are interested, contact the Office or Allen 
Baiamonte or email 
AbdallahPlayground30@gmail.com

Noble Samuel B. Little
Feb. 7 1947 - Aug. 17, 2026



Around Abdallah…

Bingo Has Big Crowd 
On Monday, August 17th, Abdallah Bingo was the place to be 
in Johnson County. Our Progressive game had to go with a 
jackpot worth $6,517.00. We had one of our biggest crowds in 
a long time - 212 were in attendance. Many thanks to our 
Nobles and Ladies who came out to help work a big night.
Thank you all - Bingo Committee

2027 Nobility Trip
Chief Rabban Allen Baiamonte and Lady Jackie would like to invite all Nobles and Ladies for a 2027 
“Fezcation” on the Riviera Maya, Mexico, from April 22nd to April 29th, 2027. We will be staying at the 
all-inclusive resort, Ocean Riviera Paradise, just a short distance from Playa del Carmen.

If you would like more information, see the flyer later in the Playground, contact Allen Baiamonte, 
816-204-0945, or the Trip Travel Coordinator, Karen Marlow, 785-266-5701, karen@funinsuntravel.com. 
You can register at https://www.funinsuntravel.com/shrine-ocean-riviera--el-beso-paradise.html.
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https://www.funinsuntravel.com/shrine-ocean-riviera--el-beso-paradise.html


Kansas Shrine Bowl…
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2027 Kansas Shrine Bowl Head Coaches Announced
The Kansas Shrine Bowl has announced the selection of Andrew Gantenbein, Osage City High 
School and Randall Zimmerman, Junction City High School, to serve as the head coaches for the 
54thKansas Shrine Bowl on Saturday, June 26, 2027. The head coaches are selected from the group of 
assistant coaches from the previous year’s game after a vote from the previous year’s coaching staff, 
camp directors and support staff. The 54th Kansas Shrine Bowl will be held on Saturday, June 26, 
2027, at Welch Stadium on the campus of Emporia State University in Emporia, Kansas.
The East team will be led by Osage City High 
School Head Coach Andrew Gantenbein. Coach 
Gantenbein will be on the Kansas Shrine Bowl 
sidelines for the third time and his first as the 
Head Coach, his previous assistant coach 
appearances came in 2021 and 2026. The 
upcoming 2026 season will mark his 18th at 
Osage City High School, where he has compiled 
an overall record of 112-61. Coach Gantenbein 
is Osage City High School’s all-time wins leader 
while leading the Indians to their first ever 
sectional championship in 2025. Andrew and his 
fiancé, Amanda Erickson, have five children, 
Kaityn, Lucas, Taber, Kayley, and Ava. His son, 
Lucas Gantenbein, served on the 2026 Kansas Shrine Bowl East staff as a team manager.

The 2027 game will mark the 10th Kansas Shrine 
Bowl coaching appearance for Randall 
Zimmerman, and his fourth as the West Head 
Coach, both of which are the most all-time for 
any Kansas Shrine Bowl coach. Coach 
Zimmerman has served on the Kansas Shrine 
Bowl coaching staff previously as an assistant in 
1988, 1995, 2009, 2015, 2021, and 2026. His 
previous head coaching stints came in 1996, 
2010, and 2016. Coach Zimmerman is entering 
his 33rd year as the Head Coach at Junction City 
High School, where he has compiled an overall 
record of 205-112. Including his previous 
coaching stops at Phillipsburg and Salina Sacred 

Heart, Coach Zimmerman’s 237 career wins rank 6thamongst all active Kansas High School coaches. 
Randall and his wife, Stefanie, have four adult children, Rindi, Ty, Tate and Rylee. His son, Ty 
Zimmerman, was a 2009 Kansas Shrine Bowl West All-Star before an All-American career at Kansas 
State University that included becoming the first four-time all-conference player in Wildcat history.
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