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Abdallah Shriners

Elected Divan
Potentate Ronnie White
Chief Rabban Mike Guilinger
Assistant Rabban Tony Pagel
High Priest & Prophet Allen Baiamonte
Oriental Guide Rob Swecker
Treasurer [ll. Chris Muro, PP
Recorder Ill. Herb Merrick, PP
Appointed Divan
1st Ceremonial Frank Shell
2nd Ceremonial Tim Preece
Marshall Matt Carter
Captain of the Guard Chris Harrison
Outer Guard Mike Saylor
Chaplin Jerry Ogden
Membership Committee
Membership Chairman Jacob Davisson
Recruitment Kurt Osmundson
Restoration 1. Tim Williams, PP
Retention lll. Bennie Smith, PP
Relationships Jacob Davisson

Bingo Committee
Chairman Chris Snell

Building Association Trustees

Term 2020 - 2024 I1I. Jeff Johnson, PP
Term 2021 - 2025 Ralph Anderton
Term 2022 - 2026 Lynn Baker
Term 2023 - 2027 Ill. Kevin Larson, PP
Term 2024 - 2028 Dennis Hubler
2024 Potentate Aides
Co-Chief Aides Eric & Barb Foster
Co-Chief Aides I.Jeff & Gloria Johnson, PP

2024 Personal Aid
Blaine Miller

TEMPLE OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY-THURSDAY 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
TELL: 913-362-5300
EMAIL: office@abdallahshrine.org
5300 Metcalf Avenue, Overland Park, KS
66202
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As the Potentate of Abdallah Shriners, | am excited to
share my thoughts on what November means for our
organization. This month is not just a marker of the
changing seasons; it represents a time of energy,
engagement, and unwavering commitment Abdallah.

September was a whirlwind of activities, and | am
proud to see our members stepping up in remarkable
ways. From community membership booths to
fundraising events, our collective efforts are a
testament to our dedication to serving those in need,
especially the children and families who rely on us.

One of the highlights of September was our annual
Cajun party. These events not only help raise crucial
funds for our Shrine center but also allows us to
connect with the communities we serve. It’s a time
when we can come together, celebrate our
achievements, and look forward to the positive impact
we can continue to make.

Additionally, this month is filled with opportunities for
fellowship. Whether attending meetings, participating
in local parades, or volunteering for one of our many
projects, we are building bonds that strengthen our
organization and enhance our mission. | encourage
every member to get involved, share your ideas, and
bring your unique talents to the table.

As we dive into November, let us remember the
purpose behind our activities. Each event is an
opportunity to uplift those around us and reinforce the
values that define Abdallah. Together, we are not just
members of an organization; we are a family united by
a common cause. There is Strength in Numbers!

Thank you for your commitment and passion. Let’s
make this November not just busy, but impactful!

Yours in service,
ZLonnie White

Potentate, Abdallah Shriners
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Temple Business...

November 2024

November Schedule

Nov. 4 Misfits
Nov. 11 Greeters
Nov. 18 Clowns/Jokers
Nov. 25 TASS

December Schedule

Dec. 2 Escorts
Dec. 9 Oriental Band

Dec. 16 Antique Cars
Dec. 23 Provost / LoH
Dec. 30 Blue Racers

A minimum of six (6) Nobles and/or Ladies are
needed for Bingo Nights by 5:45 pm. If for any
reason you cannot work your scheduled time, please
try to change with another Unit or Club and then
notify the Shrine Office at least one week in advance
of the scheduled day.

For Units that have enough members to support
Bingo and sell tickets, can sell 50/50 raffle tickets
and keep the proceeds!

Thank you in advance for helping with Bingo. This is
one of our biggest fund raisers!
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Around The Teml:)le. ..

Fall Ceremonial 2024!

Abdallah Shriners celebrated their annual Fall

Ceremonial on Saturday, October 5th, to welcome
the Nobles of Class of 2024, recognize members
for Years of Service, Samsar Service Awards, and
Blue Blazer. This year’s Fall Ceremonial was
dedicated in memory of Noble Jody Hines, a
special mentor to our lllustrious Potentate, Ronnie
White.

Festivities began the night before at our monthly
Birthday Friday event, where we had the privilege
of hosting one of our Shrine Patients, Master
Owen Mahan. Later that evening, Nobles had a
chance to participate in the Turtle Degree (along
with their Ladies) as well as the Camel Herder’s
Degree.

Along with other awards on Saturday, Noble
James “Jim” Kessler was recognized as Noble of
the Year for his unswerving service as a long-time
member of our Bingo Committee.

After the ceremonies and awards, everyone
gathered for dinner and enjoyed music with a live
band on the patio.

Welcome
Class of 2024!!

David Barger
Andrew Cox
Yogendra ‘Yogi’ Gupta
Joe Enke

Jeff Gumminger
Doug Jessup
Chase LaPorte
Brady Marshall
Mark Sager
Calvin Smith
Tim Smith
Casey Strong
Daniel Todd
Andrew Vidlar
Austin Webster
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Around The Teml:)le. ..

Years of Service Awards

The following Nobles were recognized at this
year’s Fall Ceremonial for their dedicated service
to our Fraternity over the years. We’re proud to
have recognized these Nobles and they are an
inspiration to all!

25 Years

Steven Christesen
Allen Goodwin, Sr.
Joseph Hobbs

John Flegler
Jimmie Grassi, Sr.
Ill. Jeff Johnson, PP

David Miller Roger Miller
Bill Murray Jim Rush
lIl. Greg Sippel, PP Roland Unruh
Trevor Unruh Robert White
lIl. Tim Williams
35 Years

Tom Oliphant Edwin Alfa
James Gilbert Daniel Hamilton

Steve Nootz
Ill. Bennie Smith, PP

Randy Hamilton
Clayton Robertson

Ron Stewart Robert Thomas
David Harrington Stirling Howell
David Kovac Gary Lamons

Paul Lamons
James Smith

Jeffery Scannell

50 Years
Fred Heinz lll. Larry Gaston, PP
Carl Hollis Robert Veach
James Walker Robert Anderson
Edwin Coleman Randall Fassnacht
Raymond Fiske Ollie Guinn

lll. Glenn Hamilton, PP
George Sherman

Jerry Lucas
John Veatch

60 Years

Donald Kay
Frank Patton, Jr.

Stanley Davison

October 2024

A Patient and Hospital Driver
Reunite

As mentioned earlier, our special guest at this
year’s Fall Ceremonial was Owen Mahan, a young
man who is currently a patient at several of our
Hospitals.

When Owen was about 18-months old, he was

involved in an incident where he received 3d
degree burns over most of his body. At the time,
he lived in Lawrence, KS and was initially
sponsored by Abdallah Shriners. One of his first
hospital van drivers was our very own GL “Rails”
MacRae, along with Ill. Chris Muro, PP, Jimmie
Facklam, and Bobbie Jackson.

GL had the opportunity to get to know Owen and
made

somewhere

between 9

or 10 trips

to

Cincinnati

for him to

receive

treatments.

Owen

eventually

moved to

Indiana

where he

continues to

receive

hospital

services at Shriners Children's Ohio & St. Louis.

During Ceremonial, Owen shared his experiences
with Shriners Children. While he was answering
questions, GL asked to come up to the podium to
speak about his memories of driving Owen and
the impact it made on him.

It was truly a touching moment to see one of our
Nobles reunite with one of our Patients after many
years have passed. Without question, our
Fraternity and Philanthropy are one of the greatest
causes in the world!
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Around The Temple. ..

Nobles Participate in Kansas
Honor Flight Mission 101C

Wichita, KS - On October 21st, several of our
Brothers were honored and traveled to our
Nation’s Capital as part of the Kansas Honor Flight
program. Those who were part of that flight
included Noble Andy Kling, Ill. Gerald Jeffries, PP,
lIl. Chris Muro, PP, lll. Lyle Smith, PP, and Noble
Dick Gibbs.

While in DC, our Nobles visited many points of
interest, including Ft. McHenry, Air Force
Memorial, Tomb of the Unknown Soldier, World
War Il Memorial, Vietnam Veterans Memorial,
Vietnam Nurses Memorial, and lwo Jima
Memorial. The Nobles returned to Witchita, KS on

October 23rd. Since its inception in 2012, more
than 4,200 Kansas Veterans have been part of the
program.

The Kansas Honor Flight (KHF) is an all-volunteer
organization that works to honor

Kansas veterans of World War I, the

Korean War, and the Vietnam War by

providing them with an ALL

EXPENSES PAID JOURNEY of

honor and remembrance to visit their

memorials in Washington, D.C.

The organization also works to
educate the youth and communities
throughout Kansas about the impact
of these historic wars and the
freedoms our nation enjoys because
of the service of our veterans. KHF is
part of the National Honor Flight
Network, an organization comprised
of over 130 hubs dedicated to serving
our veterans.

November 2024

To Advertise or Not?

We hope you enjoyed our
comeback issue of the Abdallah
Playground. We appreciate the
feedback and suggestions to
make it YOUR TEMPLE
magazine!

As we start getting back into the swing of things,
we’ve been considering bringing back advertising
like we’ve done in the past. This has two benefits -
1) Nobles that have their own business can spread
the word to the Temple at large, which helps
support them and our local economy, and 2) we
can start building a budget, that one day, may
allow us to do some type of printed version of the
Playground.

If you have a business and are interested in
advertising in the Playground, or just want to be a
sponsor, let us know.

Email to: abaallahplayground30@gmail.com
The Playground Staff

We salute these Nobles (and all Veterans) L to R: Andy Kling, lll. Gerald Jeffries, PP, ll. Chris Muro, PP, Ill. Lyle Smith, PP,

and THANK YOU for your service!

& Dick Gibbs
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Around The TemPle. ..

Trunk or Treat and Halloween
Bash!

Fun was had by all at our Trunk or Treat and
Halloween Costume Party on Saturday, October
26th! The festivities started in the afternoon with
our Motor Corps Units decorated to hand out
candy to our little visiting Ghosts and Goblins.

Delaware Chapter, Order of DeMolay, joined in the
fun and helped judge the Scariest and Funniest
Trunks by our participants! Congratulations to
Noble Jeffry Gumminger & family on Scariest
Trunk, while Noble Calvin Smith & family were
awarded the Funniest Trunk.

After trunks were closed, everyone headed to the
Main Hall to enjoy live music and dance and
admire each other’s great costumes. Costume
winners were: Best Couple-lll. Chris Zugelder, PP
& Lady Mindy, Scariest Adult-Chris Snell,
Funniest-Don Marah, & Scariest Youth-Zander
Zugelder.

Thanks to the Misfits and ALL who came out to
make it a “Spooktacular” evening!
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Around The Temple. ..

During 2024, The
Antique and Classic
Cars Unit has
continued to add new
members. We are a
group of Shriners who

love anything
automotive. Most of us have cars, trucks and off-
road vehicles that we are particularly proud of. Not
all of them are antiques but that’s okay. We have
members with 40’s, 50’s and 60’s vintage T-birds,
Corvettes, Cadillac, and Mustangs. Some have
trucks, Volkswagens, and even a Jaguar. The key
here is, if you enjoy cars and their history, you'll
enjoy going to car museums, car shows and taking
your special vehicle and putting it into a parade.

Our Shrine mission is to provide transportation to
the Potentate, Abdallah Divan and Special Guests
of the Shrine. From time to time, our lllustrious
Potentate has allowed members to bring family
members along on parade routes which is fun for
the entire household.

The Potentate and Divan have allowed Shriners to
join more than one Parade Unit which is an
excellent way for our membership to enjoy a
diverse and enjoyable experience while wearing
the fez. The Antique Cars membership has several
past Potentates and Shriners who claim loyalty to
other units. That’s okay, they also enjoy bringing
their vehicles to our special events.

This November, we decorate a tree at the Shrine,
change our clocks to fall back, elect a new
President and officials for state and local positions
and we end the month spending time with our
families for Thanksgiving. This is a time for
reflection of the things we are grateful for and
people we cherish. Take the time to tell someone
you care about just how much you really care. Our
unit lost a member we all cared about and we miss
Garry Dial. Time flies by quickly.

Acknowledge those you care about while you still
have the chance.

November 2024

In December, our unit will hold our annual Holiday
Christmas Party on December 4th. We’ll drive to
Springhill and enjoy a party at a building owned by
unit member, Lynn Baker. We’ll exchange “white
elephant” gifts, laugh and have a good time. Our
hope is the weather will treat us well for that
evening.

On behalf of the Antique and Classic Cars Unit, we
wish everyone in the Shrine a joyous remainder of
2024 and a prosperous and convivial 2025. If you
have an interest in joining us for our activities,
please take the time to call our President, Patrick
W. Emmett, at 913-744-6347. We aren’t so bad
once you get to know us.

Respectfully Submitted, Patrick W. Emmett,
President

In October the OB presented the 'Camel Herders'
degree. Owen Mahan was a special guest and

participant with 8 others, Nobles Chris Snell,
Robert Gifford, Gary Benefield, Mark Sager, Brady
Sager, Brady Marshall, Jacob Davisson, Andrew
Vidler, and Doug Jessup. Great fun was had by all
with a great thank for all that helped facilitate this
degree.

The Honorable Mandarin is coming. Watch for
future announcements!

Keeper of the Pile
Roy Samuel, Secretary
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Around The Temple. ..

Abdallah Weekenders gathered for a
memorable camping outing at Paola
Lake, embracing the beauty of
nature and the spirit of brotherhood.
The event brought together
Shriners, their families, and friends for a weekend
filled with camaraderie,
laughter, and fun.

As the sun rose on Friday

morning, members began to

arrive, setting up campers and

preparing for a weekend of

adventure. The serene

landscape of Paola Lake

provided the perfect backdrop

for relaxation and connection.

From sharing stories around the campfire, there
was something for everyone to enjoy.

Evenings were spent around the campfire, where
members shared tales past events and Shrine
shenanigans. These moments of reflection
strengthened our bonds and reignited the reason
why we get together.

Of course, no camping trip would be complete
without delicious food! The smell of grilled steaks
filled the air as members gathered for communal
meals. Sharing meals together not only nourished
our bodies but also fostered deeper connections
among us.

As we packed up and prepared to leave, it was
clear that this camping outing was more than just
a weekend retreat; it was a celebration of
friendship and shared values. The memories
created at Paola Lake will resonate with us for
years to come,

reminding us of the
importance of
fellowship in our journey
as Shriners.

Abdallah Weekenders

November 2024

The Fall Ceremonial was a great success.
Beautiful day, good food, and fun friends. Two of
our Tin Lizzie’s received a Samar Award.
Congratulations to all that received the award.
Also thanks to the Lizziettes that worked and
brought food for our dessert table. It was very
popular. As always our thanks to the hard
working cooks that prepared the meal that
evening. Thanks guys.

Birthday Friday is so much fun. A large crowd
attended. Come and find out how much fun we all
are having. Bring a dish and come for a fun time

The Greeters spaghetti dinner was great. We had
some delicious spaghetti and wine. Fun was had
by all that attended.

Happy Birthday to the following for the month of
November:

Ralph Anderton 11-8
Marta Dial 11-23
Gaylon Jones 11-29
Barbara Muro 11-2
Bobbi Maybell 11-1

Happy Anniversary to the following for the month
of November:

Candy/Andy Kling 11-8
Happy Thanksgiving!

Tin Lizzie

Mystery Writer

Nov. 2024
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The Abdallah Social Society finished
out the year with their annual Steak
and Potato Dinner on Thursday,
October 24th, The we go dark in the
winter months and our next meeting
will be on Thursday, March 27th in
2025.

Although we officially won’t meet until the new
year, there’s a planned holiday social gathering on

Saturday, December 28th to cap off the year.

Until we meet again!

Join us the 2nd & 4th Wednesday at 9am for
Coffee, Fellowship and something to eat. On the
2nd Wednesday we have a hot breakfast
prepared by Chef Jeffery and on the 4th it’s
doughnuts. If you can let Jerry know you’re
attending in advance, it will help our planning to
make sure we have enough. 816-260-8882 or
imastar@kc.rr.com.

If it’s a last minute thing, come on anyway. Feel
free to bring a good story or joke with you! Hell,
even bring your lady along if she won’t let you out
of the house without her. Hope to see you there.

November 2024

Every
Monday
night, with
the
exception of
a few
holidays,
Abdallah Shriners put on Bingo in the main hall
and it is open to the public. Bingo is also one of
our biggest fundraisers for the Temple.

This is an effort that takes a village (or Temple).
We have our dedicated Bingo Committee, who
organize, set up and execute the event as well as
our various Units and Clubs who come out to help
sell tickets, sheets, and anywhere else they may
be needed. MANY THANKS to our Bingo
Committee and Units & Clubs for your support.

If you are interested in becoming a regular
member or game caller, contact our Bingo
Committee Chair, Chris Snell at 913-461-888 or
christopher.adam.snell@gmail.com.

L to R: Chase LaPorte, Chris Snell, Mark Sager,
lll. Chris Zugelder, PP, and Jim Kessler

Leavenworth Veterans Day Parade
Monday, November 11th - Parade
starts at 10:30am from 4th &

Cherokee. Staging at 9am, location
TBD. Check weekly updates
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November Birthcjags. ..

Fred A Henik 11/1 Larry D Horseman 11/14
Larry R Jackson 11/1 Stanley A Davison 11/15
Peter N Novosel 11/1 William C Sheldon 1117
Jason N Lamons 11/1 Ill. Gerald E Jeffries, PP 11/17
William W Johnson 11/3 Harold D Hackney 11/18
Frederick C Meek 11/3 Blaine W Miller Jr. 11/19
Jacob C Stofer 11/3 Jerry C McNee 11/19
Jackie L Clark 11/4 William P Leonard 11/20
Thomas J Mamie 11/4 Patrick Everett 11/20
David H Ahlstrom 11/4 Robert D White 11/21
Todd E Berry 11/4 Warren S Hannon 11/23
Carol G Pape 11/5 Jerry P Franklin 11/25
lll. Gary R Bennett, PP 11/5 James G Alexander Il 11/25
Michael W King 11/6 Bob Johnson 11/25
Gary L Gammell 11/7 William Vonderschmidt 11/25
Edmond R Anderton 11/8 Michael R Denny 11/28
William D Obermeier  11/9 Paul V Pack 11/28
James P Modic 11/9 Daniel Todd 11/28
Mark E Gaston 11/9 Lee W Craig 11/29
Michael N Rice 11/9 Gaylon R Jones 11/29
Jeffery T Hines Jr 11/11 lIl. Larry J Dain, PP 11/29
Ken N Schweitzer 11/13 Bryan J Renyer 11/29
Gary L Barber 1113

Birthday Friday is November 1st!

Calling all Abdallah Shriners! Come on down to
the Abdallah Oasis to celebrate your Birthday
along with your fellow Nobles.

Birthday Friday has become one of our most
popular social events. It’s a good way to enjoy
fellowship, get caught up with friends, and meet
potential Shriners. If you know someone who think
would be a good Shriner, invite them to come on
down.

Birthday Fridays are the first Friday of the month
and start at 7:00 pm (for open bar). Feel free to
bring a snack to share.

See you there!
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Around the Realm. ..

Ararat Shrine Circus
Nov. 21 - Nov. 24

Delaware Chapter,
Order of DeMolay
and Jobs
Daughters, Bethel
No. 2 & 27
participated in 39th
Annual Turner Days
Parade on October

12t in Kansas City,
KS.
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