ABDALLANH

PLAYGROUND

A Publication of Abdallah Shriners April 2025, Vol. 113, No. 4
Shriners International Overland Park, KS

Shawnee St. Patrick’s Parade!




Abdallah Playground April 2025

Fotentate’s Message. ..

Nobles and Ladies,

We want to extend a hearty welcome to our new members, Tom Park
who Affiliated and John Bousfield who became an Associate member.

As | sit to write this, it was 80 degrees the day before yesterday and the
wind is blowing 50mph with rain probably turning to snow tonight -
Kansas weather! Hopefully, as you’re reading this, we are on our way to
cruise the Gulf of America aboard Royal Caribbean’s Mariner of the
Seas.

Our first Parade of the season was the Shawnee St. Patrick’s Day

Parade. The weather was great for mid-March, and we had a great

turnout. We had members of the Escorts, Antiques & Classic Cars,

Provost, Clowns with their car, Legion of Honor, Tin Lizzies, Misfits,
Blue Racers and Jokers. There was a large crowd of spectators and a great show for the public. We
even took first place for non-float entry!

March was busy and it was an Honor for me to Represent Abdallah Shriners at the 169" Annual
Communications of the Most Worshipful Grand Lodge of A.F. & A. M. of Kansas on March 14t & 15,
The Kansas Grand Lodge was formed about 5 years before Kansas became a state. Congratulations to
those members of Abdallah who are also serving as Grand Lodge Officers!

Deb &1, along with others of the Elected Divan, headed to Des Moines for the 2025 CSSA Business
Session on March 215t & 22", 1t is always fun to meet up with members of the other 22 Shrines of the
Association. lll Sir Ronnie, PP was installed as the CSSA 5% Vice-President on Saturday night. 2030 is
just around the corner!

April brings the Open Meeting on the 8" with free hamburgers, dogs and chips for everyone, the
Pancake Breakfast, Blood Drive, Bimbo Bingo, a special trip down memory lane in the Oasis on Friday
Night the 25" and the Kansas Shrine Bowl! Player Appreciation Dinner on Sunday the 27t". We’ll also be
attending the Ararat Ball on the 19" and the Arab Ball on the 26™. Let us not forget Easter on the 20,

Bring your friends to our activities and let them see what belonging to such a great organization is
about.

Deb and | look forward to seeing everyone at our Abdallah activities this year.

Fraternally,

Mike Guilinger  Having Fun & Helping Kids while Keeping it Alive in ‘25

Potentate
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Abdallah Shriners

Elected Divan
Potentate 1. Mike Guilinger
Chief Rabban Tony Pagel
Assistant Rabban Allen Baiamonte
High Priest & Prophet Rob Swecker

Oriental Guide Tim Preece
Treasurer [ll. Ronnie White, PP
Recorder Ill. Herb Merrick, PP
Appointed Divan
1st Ceremonial Chris Harrison
2nd Ceremonial Chris Snell
Marshall Calvin Smith
Captain of the Guard Chase LaPorte
Outer Guard Larry Riggs
Chaplin Jerry Ogden
Bingo Committee
Chairman Chris Snell
Membership Committee
Membership Chairman Mark Sager

Assistant Chairman Jacob Davisson
Recruitment Kurt Osmundson
Restoration I. Tim Williams, PP
Retention [ll. Bennie Smith, PP

Relationships Jacob Davisson

Building Association Trustees
Term 2021 - 2025 Ralph Anderton
Term 2022 - 2026 Lynn Baker
Term 2023 - 2027 Ill. Kevin Larson, PP
Term 2024 - 2028 Dennis Hubler
Term 2025 - 2029 I1.Jeff Johnson, PP

Parade Marshall
Mark Sager

Potentate Aides

Chief Aides Dennis & Sue Hubler

Personal Aides
Gaylon Jones & Anna Marie Swearengin

TEMPLE OFFICE HOURS
MONDAY-THURSDAY 10:00 am - 4:00 pm
TELL: 913-362-5300
EMAIL: office@abdallahshrine.org
5300 Metcalf Avenue, Overland Park, KS
66202

Send address changes to Temple Office

Mike Guilinger
Illustrious Potentate Recorder

ABDALLAH SHRINERS
OPEN MEETING

ABDALLAH OASIS

5300 Metcalf AVE, Overland Park, KS 66202
Tuesday, April 8, 2025

7:30 PM
lll. Herb Merrick,PP

April Schedule

Apr. 7

Apr. 14
Apr. 21
Apr. 28

May Schedule
May 5

May 12
May 19
May 26

Misfits

Clowns & Jokers
Greeters

TASS

Escorts
Oriental Band

Antique & Classic Cars

Provost & LoH

A minimum of six (6) Nobles and/or Ladies are
needed for Bingo Nights by 5:45 pm. If for any
reason you cannot work your scheduled time, please
try to change with another Unit or Club and then
notify the Shrine Office at least one week in advance
of the scheduled day.

For Units that have enough members to support
Bingo and sell 50/50 tickets, any proceeds from the
raffle will go to them.

In Memory:
Harold “Andy” Kling

David Kovac
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Around The Teml:)le. .
Meeting Dinner in the
Oasis
6:00 PM to 7:00 PM
Date Parade Location
Hamburgers, Hot Dogs, & Chips
(No Charge) 316 StPats Shawnee
6/7  Old Shawnee Days  Shawnee
Nobles and Ladie§ gre welcomed and 6/21 KSB Parade Dodge City
encouraged to join us for dinner. 7/4 Ath of July Lemer
7/23  Miami Co Fair Paola
Abdallah Google Calendars 7/29  Leavenworth Co Fair Tonganoxie
8/2  Jo Co Fair Gardner
Abdallah Shriners uses Google calendar to 8/23  Tiblow Days Bonner Springs
manage and track our activities. Several of 8/30 CSSA s VieiEs
these calendars are available to the public 9/27  Spring Hill Davs Soring Hill
which you can access. They are Abdallah 10/11 Tp 9 D y Tp 9
Activities, Parades and Unit & Committee urnerays urnc.er
Meetings. It is best to have a google account 10/25  Halloween Parade AFCh'Son
and have google calendar installed to see 10/31  Halloween Parade  Hiawatha
these. They may work with other calendar 11/11 Veterans Day Leavenworth

programs but no guarantee. They are
accessible by adding the following links to your
calendar:

Activities
Unit & Committee Meetings

Parades

Units and Clubs

Don’t forget to wirte an Article for the
PLAYGROUND.

[Our readers would like to hear about your past andj
future events and other activities that they missed
out on.

It’'s a good way to get information out to the New
Nobels and Ladies (as well as other members) to
peak their interest in your group. Email your
articles (don’t forget to includes pictures) to
abdallahgplayground30@gmail.com.



https://email.cloud2.secureclick.net/c/1556?id=76328.1030.1.722e9acc7e01a6763cb0ef33bb305bd9
https://email.cloud2.secureclick.net/c/1556?id=76328.1031.1.f0d367f97e4fbf4b27bd6a9ffaec94da
https://email.cloud2.secureclick.net/c/1556?id=76328.1032.1.f0ac4622253160e85485a8a2f31942dd
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APril Bir’chclags. ..

Robert M Cole
John M Davis
David J Boyd
Robert A Baker

TJ Trible

Trevor Smith
Michael W Schaeffer
Donald L Freeberg
Floyd L Fleming P.P.
Tarry L Griffin
James M Holzmark
Charles H Hawkins
Robert E Gifford
Michael J Benedick
Harry A Rightmire
George L Sherman
Lyle S Smith P.P.
Shawn P Loyd
Michael J Coppoc
Charles A Stafford
Donald L Marah Jr.
Chad J Wiswell
Jerry R Horseman
Phillip A Vaubel
Benjarman L Deal
James D Coker
Chris J Hubler

Tim Galvin

John J Tomc

Phillip F Robbins
James S Millholland
Brady C Marshall
Jerry Lucas

Edwin W Coleman

4/2
4/2
4/2
4/3
4/4
4/4
4/5
4/6
4/9
4/10
4/12
4/13
4/14
4/15
4/17
4/19
4/19
4/20
4/20
4/22
4/24
4/24
4/25
4/26
4/26
4/27
4/27
4/28
4/29
4/29
4/29
4/29
4/30
4/30

April 2025

Birthday Friday - April 4th!

Come on down to the Abdallah Oasis to
celebrate this month’s Birthdays along with
your fellow Nobles.

Birthday Fridays are the first Friday of the
month and start at 7:00 pm (for open bar). Feel
free to bring a snack to share.

See you there!

Birthday Friday Happenings

Last month, Abdallah Shriners started a new
Birthday Friday activity for some fun and
fundraising! It’s a raffle-like game of chance
where half of the proceeds will go to our St. Louis
Hospital’s food pantry. Come on down and enjoy
the fun!

lIl. Herb Merrick, PP helping out at March Birthday Friday

March Birthday Celebrants and Ill. Mike Guilinger
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Around The Temple. ..

Fabulous Fifty

Congratulations to Noble Carl “Swede” Hollis for
his recognition of 50 years of dedicated service
and membership to our fraternity!

Swede was unable to make last year’s 2024
Ceremonial, so his Divan Rep., Noble Calvin Smith
(2025 Marshall), presented him with his 50-Year
Certificate and Lapel Pin at the Northeast 90’s
March meeting.

Swede has two sons that have followed in his
footsteps, Cale and Lance. They’re also members
of the Northeast 90’s.

Congratulations Swede on being a 50-Year
Member of Abdallah Shriners!

Swede proudly displays his 50-Year Certificate and Lapel Pin

April 2025

Tent Set-up April 10

It’s that time

of the year

when we need

to set up our

patio tent.

This year we

will be

erecting it on

Thursday,

April 10, starting at 4:00 pm.

Any and all able-bodied Nobles are needed. If you
can’t be there at the start, please come after work;
set up time usually takes several hours.

Come help us as we get prepared for the Spring
and Summer!

Calling All Golfers!

The ghost club of the Abdallah Nomads will once
again rise with drivers in hand to attack the greens
of Sunflower Hills Golf Course in Bonner Springs.

We’re planning our first
tee date on Thursday,
April 3@ (every
Thursday, weather
permitting). No matter
who you are, if you’re
interested in the
unnatural sport of
knocking a small white
ball with a stick and
then go look for it,
you’re welcome to come
play! Bring a friend. You
do not have to be a Shriner to join us, but most of
us are.

Call Patrick W. Emmett 913-744-6347 if you are
interested and we’ll get you on our contact roster
for weekly tee times. All are welcome!
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Around The Temple. ..

From the Kitchen

It has been a pleasure to help out on Second and
Fourth Wednesday’s and the last two Stated
Meetings at Abdallah Shriners.

In February (4" Wednesday), we served scrambled
eggs, pork

loin and

Henry

McDaniel

potatoes. In

March (2"

Wednesday),

quiche,

potatoes,

and

sausages. A

big treat and

hit was

corned beef

and Swiss

Cheese

rolled in

crescent

dough. This

was well received! Following breakfast, an Irish
restaurant picked up the recipe for an appetizer!

I’m also a member of the Ararat Cooking Club.
However, the opportunity at Abdallah has offered
me a chance to experiment on a budget!

Abdallah has a great opportunity for new and
seasoned members to drop in and help the
kitchen staff on Stated Meeting nights and
Wednesday Coffee Clubs.

Be sure to thank our volunteers and give them a
hand when you can!

Respectfully,

Dr. Gary N. Benefield, Ph.D
Secretary, Provost Guard
VP, Greeters

April 2025

The Abdallah Social Society
held its first meeting of the
year on Thursday, March 27t
at the Oasis. Our monthly
dinner was prepared by
Nobles lll. Gary Bennett, PP
and lke Sisemore; thank you
for such a wonderful feast!

Afterwards, we held a brief
meeting, then enjoyed each
other’s company, cigars, and drink!

The Abdallah Social Society is a relaxing, social
club with membership open to any Shriner. Annual
dues are $50/year and your initiation fee is a bottle
of your favorite drink. We meet on the 4th
Thursday of the month, from March through
October. Our next meeting will be April 24", social
gathering around 5:00 pm, dinner at 6:30 pm.

Bring a cigar to share. We have a raffle for those
brought in to share and when your number is
called, you get to pick from the pile.

If you’re interested in joining, contact Allen
Baiamonte, 816-204-0945 or Chris Snell,
913-461-8888.

Hee-Haw!

The next Red Zone meeting
will be Wednesday, April
16™", 6:30 pm. This is also
Café Oasis, so be sure to
come early and grab a bite
to eat!

This is our final planning
meeting for the upcoming
Abdallah Player recognition
BBQ on April 27, Each Unit
is requested to send a
representative.

Thank you to all Units and Clubs who have
graciously sponsored a player! If your unit hasn’t
yet, you still have time. Contact Allen Baiamonte,
816-204-0945.
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Around The TemPle. ..

CSSA Business Session

Abdallah leadership participated in the annual
Business Session of the Central States Shrine
Association (CSSA) on March 21st & 229 in Des
Moines, IA. Your Temple representatives included
the Potentate, Chief Rabban, Assistant Rabban,
High Priest & Prophet, and Oriental Guide.

Ill. Ronnie White, PP was elected and installed as

lll. Ronnie White, PP - 5" Vice President, CSSA & Lady Barbie

BINGO - Hard at Work!

Many thanks to our Bingo Committee and all of
the Nobles and Units that come out every Monday
for one of our top fundraisers. We couldn’t do it

without you!
the 5™ Vice President of CSSA.

The purpose of this association is to create and
maintain a closer
and more friendly
Shrine
relationship
among the
temples in the
central United
States and the
Nobility in

general, promote the welfare of the fraternity, and

to coordinate and encourage joint cooperation
between temples of the Central States in fund
raising projects for the benefit of the Shriners

Children’s.

Des Moines will also be the Host City for the CSSA
Ceremonial later this year - August 28" through

August 30,
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Around The TemPle. ..

Do you have your Camel?

Looking for Nobles to play

with us at parades,

ballyhoos etc., we have

instruments, (drums, horns,

tambourines, maracas,

canastas, and more)
costumes, paraphernalia. Join us to entertain the
masses. Be a part of the color, sound and spirit of
last bastion of Shrinedom.

The Abdallah Oriental Band supports the Ladder
of Smiles, an association that raises money for
Shriner’s Children. Through Camel Herders, and
various donations, the Band makes a donation to
the Ladder of Smiles at Central States Shrine
Association Annual Meeting, normally earmarked
for the St. Louis hospital.

The OB has in the past has been known for its
sometimes-loud party reveling, pranks, and
antics. More recently, the Oriental Band is
recognized for the “Sweetest Music This Side of
Heaven”.

This is the point, the Band wants to continue to
bring the “Sweetest Music” and support our
cause. Social Band members would be part-time
but willing to make some practices and parades.

If you do not have a parading unit but wish to
represent Abdallah, come join some ‘wild and
crazy guys’, hide in some costumes, climb on the
trailer, be a part of something special.

Keeper of the Pile,

Roy Samuel
Secretary

April 2025

The Potentate ball was a
successful day and
evening. Tin Lizzies and
Lizziettes turned out many.
Congregations Deb and
Mike, and the 2025 Divan -
looking forward to the up and coming year.

March Birthday Friday was a great success

again. We miss the one that couldn’t make. Hope
to see you April 4", bring a snack and join us for a
fun evening. Birthday Friday seems to be getting
larger groups each month plan to be a part of an
enjoyable evening.

Proud of the L.R. and C game night turned out
very good. Thanks to all that that brought snacks
and helped make it such a fun and enjoy the
evening.

Wednesday night Taco was so good! A good
crowd and plenty to eat at a very reasonable
price. Thanks to all that made it possible.

Sending our Sincere Sympathy to the Kling
Family. Sending prayers and our love.

There will be an April Meeting the 16" Plan to
come and bring your dues which are past due if
you haven’t paid yet.

April Birthdays

Sharie Bell 4-17
Jerry Horseman 4-25
Lyle Smith 4-19

April Anniversaries

Ralph & Linda Anderton 4-16
Ron & Bobbi Maybell  4-9

Come join the fun on 15t Friday of each Month,
Birthday Friday and Taco night April 16,

Tin Lizzie

Mystery Writer

April 202
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Cl ]’1 l Welcome to the Abdallah Shrine Antique and Classic
ArOUﬂ T c TCmP C... Cars Unit. In March we were active with Bingo on

March 3. On March 5% we met in the Oasis for our

monthly meeting. About ten automotive minded
Nobels gathered for our meeting. New hats and shirts were issued to those who
ordered them along with Unit door magnets for our parade cars.

We held our first parade of the year in Shawnee for the St. Patrick’s Day Parade.
Members wore green topped with their fez’s. The Shawnee community are
always a welcoming crowd, and we had a fun time waving and wishing them Happy St. Patrick’s Day.

During March we went from blizzard like conditions to temperatures in the 80’s. We welcomed ‘Spring
Forward and finally welcomed Spring itself on March 20%". This is an enjoyable time for us because we
can get our cars out, shine them up and prepare for a robust parade season.

| did not see any parades lined up for April, but many in our Unit are members of other car clubs. So
we’re kept busy going to car cruises and car shows all year long. Speaking of car shows, the Antique
and Classic Cars will host a car cruise show at the Abdallah Shrine Fun Family Night on June 11t If
you’re reading this and you have that special car in your garage, | encourage you to wash it off and
bring your car out to Gardner, Kansas at the Fair Grounds on June 11" between 6 and 9 PM. “No entry
fee, no judging, and no trophies. However, we’ll give you a cool dash plaque. Bring a chair and
something cool to drink and chat with curious onlookers who’ll walk the midway to the rodeo arena
where there will be a ton of activities for parents and children. You’ll have fun.

Many of our members and family members have been visited by the wounded camel. Too many have
had serious ailments, and | ask you to say a word to the Grand Architect to look over them and wish
them a speedy recovery.

Our Unit members will be meeting on April 9t instead of our regular meeting on the first Wednesday of
the month. The reason? We’'re going to enjoy ribs at Jack Stack, 95" and Metcalf. Be sure to show up
after 5:30 PM. They promised us a special meeting area. If you are reading this and you’re simply
curious about the Unit and what we do, good god, by all means, come and join us for ribs on April 9t
You know, we’re not so bad once you get to know us.

Marshall Widman promised to contact his friend, Dr. Jim Neibarger. The good doctor has built a castle
to house his prized car collection. We hope to set up a date and time to visit both the garage and the
cars.

If you’re interested in cars and things do with cars, don’t hold back. Call Patrick W. Emmett today at
913-744-6347 to visit our unit today!

Respectfully submitted, Patrick W. Emmett




Abdallah Playground

April 2025




Abdallah Playground

April 2025




Abdallah Playground

April 2025




Abdallah Playground

April 2025




Abdallah Playground

April 2025




Abdallah Playground

April 2025




Abdallah Playground

April 2025




Abdallah Playground

April 2025




Abdallah Playground

April 2025




Abdallah Playground

April 2025




Abdallah Playground

April 2025




Abdallah Playground

April 2025




Abdallah Playground April 2025

Around the Realm. ..
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