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Potentate’s Message…

Nobles and Ladies,

We want to extend a hearty welcome new Noble Ryan Griffin who was 
obligated in a Cold Sands at our February Meeting.

Wow, what a start to the year. The Tin Lizzies and Escorts put on one hell 
of a Wild West Dance. It was great to see so many of our Nobles, Ladies, 
their families and friends there. Fun and Fellowship at its best.

Our first Loyal Order of Water Buffalo Degree was a huge success with 
over 80 Nobles and Ladies taking the oath! Thank you to the 2025 Divan 
members, Tony, Allen, Rob, Tim, Ill Sir Ronnie, Too Tall, Chris, Calvin, 
Chase and Larry along with Don Matteson and Ill Sir Chris Muro for 
stepping up to be cast members.  Let’s just say it was A Yabba Dabba 
Do Time, A Dabba Do Time, A Good Old Time.

Well if you’re a Chiefs fan the Super Bowl game was a big disappointment but Super Bowl Party was a 
fun time. There were 16 of us Nobles and Ladies who went to the Koran Temple’s Rose Dance on 
February 15th. It is always a fun time to hang out with them.

March is off to a great start with our traditional Potentate’s Ball. We want to thank Ill Sir Don Best and 
Lady Linda for being our Ball Committee Chairman along with the members of the Ball Committee for 
the great decorations and the Potentate’s Aides for the hospitality. Deb & I have a full slate of activities 
for March with Birthday Friday on the 7th, we’re heading to Ararat on the 8th for their Windy Dinner, our 
Stated Meeting on the 11th along with a Ladies Game Night and Café Oasis Taco Night on the 12th. 
Then I’m off to Manhattan for Kansas Grand Lodge the 14th & 15th and the St. Pats parade on the 16th. 
We’re both headed to Des Moines for the CSSA Business Session on the 21st & 22nd and then it’s off to 
Galveston on the 28th for our trip.

The 2025 Parade season will kick-off with our first parade of the year at the Shawnee St. Patrick’s Day 
Parade on Sunday afternoon, March 16th. Our Parade Marshall, Mark Sager, has a list of the parades 
we want to attend for the year further into this issue so get them on your calendar. There is no better 
way to show the public one of the fun activities Shriners do. 

April brings the Pancake Breakfast, Blood Drive, Bimbo Bingo, a special Oasis Friday Night event and 
the Kansas Shrine Bowl Player Appreciation Dinner.

Bring your friends to our activities and let them see what belonging to such a great organization is 
about.

Deb and I look forward to seeing everyone at our Abdallah activities this year.

Fraternally,

Mike Guilinger
Potentate

Having Fun & Helping Kids while Keeping it Alive in ‘25



Abdallah Playground                                                                                                        March 2025

Abdallah Shriners
 

Elected Divan 
Potentate             Ill. Mike Guilinger 
Chief Rabban                                       Tony Pagel
Assistant Rabban                Allen Baiamonte 
High Priest & Prophet                     Rob Swecker
Oriental Guide                                   Tim Preece
Treasurer                             Ill. Ronnie White, PP
Recorder                              Ill. Herb Merrick, PP 

Appointed Divan 
1st Ceremonial                              Chris Harrison
2nd Ceremonial                                  Chris Snell 
Marshall                                          Calvin Smith
Captain of the Guard                     Chase LaPorte
Outer Guard                                       Larry Riggs
Chaplin                       Jerry Ogden  

Bingo Committee
Chairman                                            Chris Snell

Membership Committee
Membership Chairman                       Mark Sager
Assistant Chairman                  Jacob Davisson
Recruitment                               Kurt Osmundson
Restoration                           Ill. Tim Williams, PP
Retention                             Ill. Bennie Smith, PP
Relationships                               Jacob Davisson

Building Association Trustees
Term 2021 - 2025                        Ralph Anderton
Term 2022 - 2026                               Lynn Baker
Term 2023 - 2027                 Ill. Kevin Larson, PP
Term 2024 - 2028                         Dennis Hubler
Term 2025 - 2029 Ill.Jeff Johnson, PP

Parade Marshall
Mark Sager

Potentate Aides
Chief Aides        Dennis & Sue Hubler

Personal Aides
Gaylon Jones & Anna Marie Swearengin              

 
TEMPLE OFFICE HOURS 

MONDAY-THURSDAY 10:00 am – 4:00 pm 
TELL: 913-362-5300

EMAIL: office@abdallahshrine.org
 5300 Metcalf Avenue, Overland Park, KS 

66202

Send address changes to Temple Office 

ABDALLAH SHRINERS
STATED MEETING

ABDALLAH AUDITORIUM
5300 Metcalf AVE, Overland Park, KS 66202

Tuesday, March 11, 2025
7:30 PM

     Mike Guilinger            Ill. Herb Merrick,PP
Illustrious Potentate                     Recorder

A minimum of six (6) Nobles and/or Ladies are 
needed for Bingo Nights by 5:45 pm. If for any 
reason you cannot work your scheduled time, please 
try to change with another Unit or Club and then 
notify the Shrine Office at least one week in advance 
of the scheduled day.

For Units that have enough members to support 
Bingo and sell 50/50 tickets, any proceeds from the 
raffle will go to them.

March Schedule
Mar. 3        Antique Cars
Mar. 10                        Provost & LoH 
Mar. 17                           Blue Racers
Mar. 24            Weekenders
Mar. 31                Tin Lizzies
April Schedule
Apr. 7                  Misfits
Apr. 14                    Clowns & Jokers 
Apr. 21                                 Greeters
Apr. 28                        TASS

In Memory:
No Black 
Camels to 
report this 
month.
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Around The Temple…

Meeting Dinner
6:00 PM to 7:00 PM

Salisbury Steak, Mashed Potatoes, 
Green Beans. Salad, Roll, Dessert, 

Coffee or Tea
$12

Ladies are welcome and encouraged to join 
us for dinner. Please come and support 

Abdallah Chefs!

Abdallah Google Calendars
Abdallah Shriners uses Google calendar to 
manage and track our activities. Several of 
these calendars are available to the public 
which you can access. They are Abdallah 
Activities, Parades and Unit & Committee 
Meetings. It is best to have a google account 
and have google calendar installed to see 
these. They may work with other calendar 
programs but no guarantee. They are 
accessible by adding the following links to your 
calendar:

Activities

Unit & Committee Meetings

Parades

Units and Clubs
Don’t forget to wirte an Article for the 

PLAYGROUND.
Our readers would like to hear about your past and 
future events and other activities that they missed 

out on.

It’s a good way to get information out to the New 
Nobels and Ladies (as well as other members) to 

peak their interest in your group. Email your 
articles (don’t forget to includes pictures) to 

abdallahgplayground30@gmail.com. 

Date
3/16
6/7
6/21
7/4
7/23
7/29
8/2
8/23
8/30
9/27
10/11
10/25
10/31
11/11

Parade Location
St Pats Shawnee
Old Shawnee Days Shawnee
KSB Parade Dodge City
4th of July Lenexa
Miami Co Fair Paola
Leavenworth Co Fair Tonganoxie
Jo Co Fair Gardner
Tiblow Days Bonner Springs
CSSA Des Moines
Spring Hill Days Spring Hill
Turner Days Turner
Halloween Parade Atchison
Halloween Parade Hiawatha
Veterans Day Leavenworth

https://email.cloud2.secureclick.net/c/1556?id=76328.1030.1.722e9acc7e01a6763cb0ef33bb305bd9
https://email.cloud2.secureclick.net/c/1556?id=76328.1031.1.f0d367f97e4fbf4b27bd6a9ffaec94da
https://email.cloud2.secureclick.net/c/1556?id=76328.1032.1.f0ac4622253160e85485a8a2f31942dd
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March Birthdays…

Birthday Friday - March 7th! 
Come on down to the Abdallah Oasis to 
celebrate this month’s Birthdays along with 
your fellow Nobles.
Birthday Fridays are the first Friday of the 
month and start at 7:00 pm (for open bar). Feel 
free to bring a snack to share.
See you there!

Dale H Schmidt 3/1
Jeffrey M Gumminger 3/1
John G Feeback 3/2
Nicholas D Cooley 3/2
Kenneth J Mickey 3/3
Gary N Lamons 3/3
James Hankins 3/5
John W Doubleday 3/7
Rick Leines 3/9
Lance C Hollis 3/9
John E Morasch 3/11
Robert M Thomas 3/13
Lloyd R Raymos 3/14
Daniel E Brown 3/14
Willam N Dunlap 3/15
John R Fischer 3/16
Ronald E Bugh 3/16

Donald E Matteson 3/16
John D Flegler 3/18
Ill. Nick A Turner P.P. 3/18
Michael K Waite 3/20
Ronald L Maybell 3/21
Jacob Davisson 3/21
George M Humphries III 3/23
David L Bowman 3/25
Robert E Anderson 3/25
William A Kerstetter 3/25
David B Hayden 3/26
John S Foster 3/26
Monte R Zinn 3/27
Don A Cashman 3/27
Anthony W Borum 3/27
Tyler Edmiston 3/29
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Around The Temple…

Onion Orders Now Available 
Abdallah is now taking orders from Units and 
Clubs for the 2025 Vidalia Onion season. The 
pricing will be the same as last year, $12 per 10# 
bag. 
As noted last month, 
this year’s Onion 
Chair is HP&P Rob 
Swecker, 
330-531-2741, 
swlen4@gmail.com. See order form later in this 
edition of the Playground.

Temple Potentate Balls
It’s that time of year when Temples begin to 
celebrate their new Potentates with Galas and 
Balls.
Ill. Potentate Mike & Lady Deb as well as Assist. 
Rabban Allen Baiamonte & Lady Jackie were able 
to attend and represent Abdallah at Midian 
Shriners Ball on Feb. 22nd in Witchita, KS. A fun 
time was had by all!

Abdallah Rodeo Queen 
Boot Camp 
On Saturday, Feb. 8, Abdallah held a Rodeo 
Queen Boot Camp to promote our Rodeo Queen 
Competition and encourage potential candidates 
to compete in this year’s event. The event was led 
by our Rodeo Queen Coordinator, Ms. Leslie Belt.
We had several young ladies participate, including 
Miss Teen Rodeo Kansas, Maggie Hood.
Thank you to our Rodeo Committee for helping to 
set things up and provide lunch for the 
participants! Hopefully, we’ll continue to build 
interest in our program and look forward to seeing 
them this summer!

Happy 50th Anniversary 
Our Chief Aides, Dennis and Sue Hubler, 
celebrated Fifty Years of Marital Bliss in 

February. Congratulations to the Hubler’s!
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Around The Temple…

The Shrine Provost Unit was back in business February 4, 2025 after a long winter’s nap from unfriendly 
weather and holiday celebrations. The unit last met at the Christmas party, a well-attended and fun 
BBQ dinner at the Oasis. The meeting began with President Don Matteson acknowledging past 
presidents Divan members and potentates including Divian Rep Assistant Rabban Allen Baiamonte, 
and Potentate Illustrious Sir Mike Guilinger. The Shooting Team went back to work at the range prior to 
meeting.

Speaking of competition, this reporter ventured into hostile territory and met with a target shooter who 
claimed he was the best of the best among CSSA competitors; that was, until this reporter learned 
Larry Riggs had kept him in his place! Good job Larry. The team is gearing up for this year’s 
competition.

Speaking of CSSA, From The Lake Rumor Mill: Wm. B. Breakout reported that 
during the winter months, as we emerged from winter’s tight grasp, tales from the 
year past were shared in front of warm fires and quiet conversations in the Oasis. At 
an appreciation dinner, people began coming in slowly, the crowd picked up, food 
and beverage appeared and rumors began rolling.
“One old timer tells a tale/tail began of an unplanned 
deer hunt during a CSSA competition. One 

competitor, intent on hitting a clay bird in flight, missed (butt) hit a 
peaceful little animal hiding in the brush, in the behind.” Not to be out 
done, another rumor has it another competitor had to petition Tulsa 
Shriners for a trophy in a Topeka competition. Waiting on verification. No 
animals were hurt in the clay bird competition.
Provosts are looking forward to this year’s Rodeo looking at minor 
uniform changes, including badges for their cowboy hats. Motion made, was seconded and motion 
carried to order 15 badges for cowboy hats. Recorder Herb Merrick P.P. reports badges have been 
ordered. The unit is also considering fun events to help raise funds for the Good of the Order: $500 will 
be donated to the general fund and $150 for Golf Tournament passed. Shrine Bowl donations are also 

Spring is in the air and this means it’s time for the Abdallah Social Society! Our first 
meeting of the year will be Thursday, March 27th, social beginning at 5:30 pm and 
dinner to follow. Afterwards, we’ll have a business meeting, around 7:00 pm. We 
meet on the 4th Thursday from March through October. 
Hats off to Ill. Gary Bennett, PP & Ike Sisemore, who will provide this month’s 
dinner to kickoff the new year!
The Abdallah Social Society (TASS) is a casual group that enjoys fellowship, 
supper, good drink & cigar, and a little b&%$#@*t! Dues are $50/year.
Come on down and join us - see you on the 27th - Hee-haw!
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Around The Temple…
The Super Bowl party was fun and such good Chili 
and Snacks (were so many).  Score was a 
bummer.  Jennie Horseman won one of the 
Squares!
Sorry late with Last Month Birthdays and 
Anniversaries!

Birthdays for Feb and Mar.
             Dick Gibbs                             2-5
             Jeff Johnson                          2-11
             Chris Muro                             2-20
             Dick Strong                            2-25
             Mike Thomas                         2-6
             Anna Marie Swearengin        2-16
             Ron Maybell                          3-21
             Barbara Foster                      3-18

Anniversaries for Feb. and Mar.
             Dennis and Sue Hubler         2-8
             Tom and Wylene Nibarger    2-1
             Joe and Carolyn Brown        3-23
             Jim and Lisa Rush                3-17 
Come join the fun on Birthday Friday!
Tin Lizzie
Mystery Writer
March 2025

The Wild West a great at success, thanks to all 
that attended.  One of the largest crowds in a long 
time.  Thanks to all that attended see you next 
year.
February Birthday Friday was a great success 
again.  We miss the one that couldn’t make.  
Hope to see you March 7th bring a dish of food 
and join us for a fun evening. Birthday Friday 
seems to be getting larger groups each month 
plan to be a part of an enjoyable evening. 

Jan. 11th was Nobles and Ladies Appreciation 
Dinner.  A great turn out and a fun evening was 
enjoyed by all that attended.
Abdallah Officers Reception was attended by a 
large group of Tin Lizzies it was a great party.  
Thanks to all that made it great.
Thinking of our great friend Andy Kling Sending 
prayers and our love hoping you are feeling better 
soon.  We miss your smiling face!

At the March 11th stated meeting the Lizziettes 
has been ask by our 1st Lady Deb to help host a 
Left, Right, Center Game down in the Oasis 
during the Nobles Meeting.  Let get behind Deb to 
make this successful.  All ladies are invited and 
bring your friends.  Requires 3 quarters for each 
game you play.  This is so much fun and requires 
no talent game.  You can also eat dinner with your 
Noble before the meeting.  A night off from 
cooking.  Ladies come and join the guarantee fun.
Remember if you don’t attend function you are 
missing out on a lot of fun, come to the Shrine 
and your Units meetings to hear what going on in 
your Shrine.  We cannot have success without all 
you helping. The winner of the Lizziettes $100.00 bill.  Congratulations !



Abdallah Playground                                                                                                        March 2025

Around The Temple…
The Antique and Classic Cars have their meeting 
at the Shrine on March 5th. We will gather 
downstairs in the Oasis which will be open for 
your pleasure. We will discuss our role with a car 
show at the Shrine Rodeo in June. New hats, 
shirts and car door placards will be available for 
sale. 

We will order onions, and we will hold our April 
meeting at Jack Stack BBQ – 95th and Metcalf on 
April 9th. 

Our first parade will be March 16th in Shawnee at 
Johnson Drive and Monrovia. Doesn’t matter what 
you drive show up and have some fun. Line up is 
9:00 am (to be confirmed).  After each meeting we 
charge $1 to tell a joke or pass along some good 
news or bad news, so bring a joke. We always 
have fun during this portion of the meeting. 

On March 1, 2025 Mike Guillinger will hold his 
Potentate’s Ball. If you’ve never attended one, 
they are well worth attending. It will be held in 
Gardner at the Hampton Inn Convention Center. 
On March 11th, the Illustrious Mike Guillinger will 
conduct the Stated Meeting while the ladies will 
enjoy a Ladies Game Night and dinner between 
6-7:00 PM.

March 7th is Birthday Friday in the Oasis. Best 
program yet. If you have a birthday, you pay up 
and everyone else drinks on you.

If you’re interested in the Antique and Classic 
Cars, contact President, Patrick W. Emmett, 
913-744-6347 and he’ll be happy to answer your 
questions.

Respectfully submitted,

Patrick W. Emmett
Antique & Classic Cars

Shake off the cold and 
winter, Spring is on 
the way. Erin Go 
Bragh, Or Ireland 
Forever! March is for 
doing your taxes, 

celebrating St. Patrick’s Day, and the first day of 
Spring – March 20th. Spring is also when the 
Antique and Classic Cars did Bingo on March 3rd. 
We line up for a parade on March 16 in Shawnee 
and celebrate the wearing of the green. Doesn’t 
matter what your heritage is, everyone’s Irish on 
St Patrick’s Day.

St Patrick lived in the fifth century and was born in 
Roman Britan. He was kidnapped and taken to 
Ireland at age 16. He escaped and returned to 
Ireland to bring Christianity to the heathens. 
Apparently it worked. Historically, the first parade 
was held in the Spanish Colony of St. Augustine, 
FL because there was an Irish vicar. In 1772, 
homesick British soldiers held a parade in New 
York City, establishing a tradition that lasts yet 
today. The notion spread and now, St Patrick’s 
Day parades are held everywhere in the United 
States. The writer of this article was on hand in 
1968 when a bunch of us from UMKC decided to 
go to Kelley’s bar and celebrate the Saint’s day. 
We drank green beer, got drunk and had a great 
time. You could do that then. We decided to get 
into the street and walk between Kelley’s and the 
other bars. As far as I know, that was the first real 
celebration in Kansas City. The following years, 
the idea caught on and radio personalities got 
involved then people like Pat O’Neil became the 
Grand Marshall. The parade now goes from 
Broadway downtown to Westport where it all 
began, oh, so many years ago. Remember, it’s 
not about being Irish, it’s about having fun and 
enjoying other people.
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Super Bowl Watch Party
Like many folks in Kansas City, Abdallah Shriners gathered to watch the Kansas City Chiefs play in this 
year’s Super Bowl. And like many folks in Kansas City, we were disappointed in the outcome of the 
game. However, we still enjoyed our time together, tried to keep our spirits up, and we’re thankful that 
the Hometown team made it this far.
Thanks to our Illustrious Potentate (and his Lady) for the chili and everyone who came out and brought 
snacks to share! Until next year…!

Temple Events…
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Abdallah Player Presentations
February is the start for our area Player Presentations. We take the opportunity to recognize our players 
for being selected in this year’s Kansas Shrine Bowl. We often do them at school events such as 
basketball games. However, we also do them at other school or public functions.
All Shriners are welcome to attend - the only requirement is bring you Fez! If you’re interested in 
participating, contact Allen Baiamonte. We’ll let you know if other requests are made.

Thank you to our Shriners who were able to come out and help recognize our players - Go East!

Temple Events…
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Around the Realm…
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Around the Realm…
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Around the Realm…

Delaware Chapter will be at the March Stated Meeting 
to take orders in person. Support our Masonic Youth!
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