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Abdallah Shrine 

Schedule - 2022 

 

August 
   1 Oriental Band 
   8 Blue Racers 
 15 500s 
 22 Tin Lizzies 
 29 Greeters 
 
September 
   5 MisFits 
  12 TASS & Yo-Shi 
  19 Clowns 
  26 Escorts 

A minimum of six (6) Nobles and/or 
Ladies are needed for Bingo Nights 
by 6:45 pm. If for any reason you 
cannot work your scheduled time, 
please try to change with another 
Unit or Club and then notify Keith 
Jordan at least one week in ad-
vance of the changes.  
 
Thank you in advance for helping 
with Bingo. This is one of our big-
gest fund raisers! 

 

ABDALLAH SHRINERS 
STATED MEETING 

 
Open Meeting - NO Business in August 

 

ABDALLAH SHRINERS 
5300 Metcalf, Overland Park, KS 66202 

 

7:30 PM 
 

  Herb Merrick                               Bennie Smith P.P. 
Illustrious Potentate                                   Recorder 

MEMBERSHIP 
 

In memory: 
 

Larry Hewitt 

William Edman 

January 1, 2022 613 

Creations 5 

Affiliations 4 

Restorations 9 

Associations 3 

Deceased (16) 

Demitted (1) 

Suspended (0) 

Withdrawn 0  

Associate Dropped (0) 

Expulsions 0  

 May 31, 2022 617 

Regular members              594 
Associate members             23 

OPEN Meeting Dinner 

6:00 PM to 7:00 PM 

 

The Chef’s are taking a break but 

some of the Divan will be cooking 

Burgers and Dogs  

FREE to those attending 
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       Reach Out… 
        Phone, Write, Visit! Say… 

 

Happy 
Birthday Noble! 

From the Illustrious Potentate, Divan and  
Members of Abdallah Shriners 

Aug 1st Aug 9th Aug 19th Aug 27th 

David M Kovac Medford L Wilson P.P. Pat E Gibson Donald K Church 

Aug 2nd William W Eddings James A Howd Jr David L Prawl 

Charles E Bowers Aug 10th Aug 20th Aug 28th 

Henry P Crow Jr Roger B Miller Sam J Walters George W Luther 

Joseph C Collins Aug 11th Paul E Leffert Cecil E Mashburn 

Jim M Dehoff Joseph R Wilson Kirby E Watson Richard A Yunghans 

Mark W Cunningham Walter M Johnston Aug 22nd Aug 29th 

Aug 3rd Anthony Brogna James M Haag Jr Charles H Johnston 

Charles H Neeland III Eric W Foster Aug 23rd Walter T Hutsell 

Aug 5th Aug 13th Jerry Z Willburn Dennis R Hancock 

Donald L Porter Roy W Van Dolah Norman R Scott Aug 30th 

Robert S Hansen Nabeel Jamil Bruce D Mayfield David M Baggett 

Joseph C Pisciotta Aug 14th Aug 24th Aug 31st 

Andrew P Cassity Arthur C Miller David L Harrington Gary G Sauer 

Aug 6th Mitchell E Carter Aug 25th Ruben R Ramirez 

Danny D Walenta Aug 17th Harold W Nossaman  

Aug 7th Ronald E Joles Willis J Pape  

Robert P Schloesser PhD Aug 18th Aug 26th  

Aug 8th Gerald D Carter Sr. Joe D Rich  

Garry A Dial P.P. Gary W Ragar Bennie L Smith II, P.P.  

Richard A Rasperger William J Burman III Kirk A Weaver  
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Greetings to one and all, 
 
   Summer is here and things are not slowing down.  Imperial is complete, 
there is a separate article about the events there so I will not discuss that 
now.  Shrine Bowl is upon us.  Parade season is in full swing.  The Lenexa 
parade had an impressive turn out; thanks to all those who supported it.  We 
have fair parades and other community parades coming up so if you can, 
please come out and join me and my little black car.  We have the Pig 
Roast, National Clown Day, the Escorts Golf Tournament and the Shrimp 
Dinner, not to mention Central States in Wichita.  Please come out and sup-
port our unit events and other temple activities. 
 
   If you are looking to do more than just attend, there are a few new oppor-
tunities.  The Bingo and Building Managers Committees are looking for 
members.  These are key continuous sources of revenue, and we need 

help.  We also have three new groups that are forming focused on working with the temple.  First is the 
Wrecking Crew, a group to work individually or as a group on temple maintenance projects. The Vision 
2030-35 nobility working group is a group that will provide this fall a possible vision from the nobility of 
what we want the future of Abdallah to be in ten or fifteen years.  Finally, a new Communications and Me-
dia Committee that will focus on the hard copy publishing of the Playground and the management of our 
electronic media.  If you have an interest in any of these, stop by the office to sign up or send an email 
that you are willing to be part of one or more of these projects. 
 
   Other notes of importance, we still have some members whose 2022 dues we have not been paid. 
Please help us be all we can be and contact the office if you are unsure.  What would make you think you 
might not have had your dues cleared is you don’t have a 2022 sticker on your card. 
 
   Events for 2023 need to be reserved now as we are beginning to get inquires and outside reservations 
for 2023.  Members are always the priority, but if a date is open and someone wants to rent our facilities, 
we will do it.  You may have heard that we are going to try and bring back a hard copy version of the 
Playground.  To make this happen we will need help with the setup of the Playground.  We are looking at 
outsourcing the printing and mailing of this publication but need some folks to be the formatting to send to 
the printer.  If you want to help let me know.  This is not a done deal, but the Board of Directors have 
heard the request and are looking for a way to make this happen. 
 
   Thank you each for all the things you do to make this a better organization.  Let me know what you 
think I can do to help you in your efforts.  Please remember our members that are traveling down a 
rougher road with your prayers and good wishes.  Drop them a line if you have the time. 

 
 
   Yours in the faith,  

   Herb Merrick, Potentate 
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Chaplain 

By Jerry Ogden 
 

   For the record (and my opinion), everything we 
say; everything we do; everything we think have 
consequences.  These consequences can be pos-
itive or negative.  We choose our words, our ac-
tions, our thoughts.  We have ownership of them 
and therefore we have ownership of the conse-
quences.  Hopefully, we are more often choosing 
to own the positive ones.  These are the ones that 
encourage others to feel positive about things in 
life, to feel like no matter the challenges, there are 
solutions.  Owning negative thoughts most assur-
edly will produce negative consequences. 
 
   So, in plain speak, what is the meaning of the 
above?  We all can see the many challenges to 
keeping our fraternity going forward.  We can 
choose to highlight the various negative aspects of 
our great body, but then we are simply stating the 
obvious that we already know.  Choosing the posi-
tives aspects seems to be a better choice of en-
couragement.  One thing is for certain, we can 
never expect to achieve good results with negative 
actions. 
 
   Wouldn’t it be nice to see about twice the num-
ber (or more) of the usual attendees at our month-
ly Stated Meetings?  Maybe, all of us could call 
someone who we have noticed hasn’t been at a 
Stated Meeting lately.  If we let them know that we 
are attending and think that their presence at the 
Nobles’ business meeting just might help the 
Abdallah Shriners Leaders hears things from the 
floor that need to be said and heard, especially by 
the attending Nobles. 
 
   If any of the above sounds like we should be a 
bunch of cheerleaders for Abdallah Shriners, so 
what’s the harm in that.  We know what we have 
been doing for quite sometime hasn’t been work-
ing so well.  This may be the perfect time to 
change our approach with more cheerleading and 
solution finding. 
With God’s Help, we will somehow see more light 

toward a stronger fraternity. 

Amen 

Thank You 
 

   Paula and I are so thankful for the many thoughts 

and prayers during Paula’s stroke recovery from our 

Shrine Family.  Your encouragement has been uplift-

ing during the difficult times.  Paula is doing very well, 

and plans to be back among her friends soon. 

Paula Luna & Chris Robertson  

 

Thank You 
 

   I am so grateful for my many good friends in the 

Shrine Family who sent me cards of encouragement 

during my recent health concerns and for the birthday 

cards for my 96th birthday.  You have made me a very 

happy woman.  Thank you so much. 

Betty Winters 

The Sunflower Fund was created as a 
means to assist nobles in times when 

they are unable to pay their current 
years dues.  

 
 Donations are also welcomed to help 

replenish this fund. Any donations 
over $25 will earn you one of our 

sunflower pins. You can wear the pin 
proudly to show your support of help-

ing your brothers. Please contact the 

office for details.  
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Antique and Classic Cars 
By Pat Emmett 
 
   The Antique and Classic Cars Unit met at the 
home of Pat and Marilyn Emmett for a picnic pot-
luck. They sat under Pat’s newly erected gazebo. 
We enjoyed hamburgers, Brats, delightful side dish-
es and desert. Brenda made a carrot cake and Lynn 
cooked up some fantastic brownies. We had an ex-
cellent turn-out and covered business in a brief 
meeting that lasted 30 minutes, allowing us to spend 
more time socializing. We want to thank Mike 
Guilinger for standing in for Ronnie White who was 
at the Imperial Session. Mike drove his Porsche 
Boxster. We lined the street in front of Pat’s house 
with enviable cars. Pat’s neighbors showed off a 
couple of their cars in their driveways, too. We had a 
great car comradery.    
 
   Our Unit made a commitment to attend the Shrine 
Bowl in Pittsburgh, KS for the banquet and parade.  
We also agreed to meet in August at Austin’s restau-
rant in Olathe, then convene at Lynn Anderson’s for 
desert and a brief meeting.  
 

   On July 12th several of us went to the Armacost car 
museum in Grandview, MO. This is a wonderful 2-
story museum that is not open to the public but used 
for charitable events. Our invitation was a rare event 
and we had a good time looking at antique Stu-
debakers and a spectacular collection of vehicles. 
On July 18th we met at the Shrine to help out with 
BINGO. And on July 22-24 we went to Pittsburg, KS 
to attend the Shrine Bowl. We enjoyed a banquet on 
Friday, then the parade on Saturday morning and 
finally the game that evening. Go East! 
 
   We still have that 1948 Pontiac, and as the weath-
er improves we plan to assist Bennie Harper to get 
the vehicle’s motor running. Should be fun to help 
him out, gear head or not, like me. If you want in on 
the fun contact Pat Emmett, phone number below, 
and then come and help make a car run. 
 
   If you are a Noble who is not in a Unit and reading 
this article, you may want to come and visit the An-
tique and Classic Cars. No special car is required. 

You and your Lady are welcome to join us. We often 
meet at restaurants and we frequently go to car 
shows and car museums. We are after all, a car 
themed group. You just need to have an interest in 

car stuff and we’re your Unit. Contact Pat Emmett at 
the Antique and Classic Cars, 913-744-6347. Our 
meetings are the first Wednesday of every month, 
6:30, held in the Oasis. You are welcome to join us. 
We accept affiliate members from other Units. If you 

are not in a Unit, now is the time to join the Antique 
and Classic Cars. Come and check us out. 
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“THE LAUGH”    
 

By Mickey Mikulan 
 

 Regularly scheduled JOKER’S Meetings will re-

sume on Tuesday, August 23. Come for a visit! 

TAKE ADVANTAGE of ACTIVITIRS YOUR TEMPLE 

HAS SCHEDULED! 

 
 
 

SEEK to be worth knowing 
 rather than be well known!!!! 

By Roger Miller, 
 
   Good to be back in a routine after the weather 

was so uncooperative. Come out Thursday morn-

ings at Sunflower Hills and enjoy a round with your 

fellow Nobels! 

 
June 23rd 

Closest to pin #13- Bob Hansen 

Long putt #9 – Roger Miller 

Closest to pin in 2-#16-Pat Emmett 

Long Drive #3 – under 80 – Bob Hansen 

Birdies: Bob Hansen – 3, Roger Miller 2; Pat Em-

mett and Dick Strong -1 

 

June 30th 

Closest to pin #4 – Pat Emmett; #13 – Roger Miller 

Longest putt #9 – Roger Miller 

Long drive #10 – Under 80 – Pat Emmett 

Birdies: Jerry Jeffries – 3; Roger Miller, Pat Em-

mett and Tim Williams – 1 

Eagles: Pat Emmet holed out from 70 yards on #7 

and Roger Miller sunk a 50-foot putt on #17. 

 

July 7th 

Closest to pin #13 – Bob Hansen 

Closest to pin in 2 - #16 – Roger Miller 

Long drive #3; under 80 – Gregg White; over 80 – 

Roger Miller 

Long putt #9 – Roger Miller; #18 – Dick Strong 

Birdies: Gregg White – 3, Roger Miller and Dick 

Strong – 2; Bob Hansen – 1 

July 15th  

Closest to pin #4 and #13 – Dick Strong 

Closest to pin in 2 - #16 – Pat Emmett 

Long Putt #9 – Gregg White 

Long drive #3 – under 80 – Gregg White 

Birdies: Pat Emmett, Dick Strong and Greg White 1 

each. 
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By Tim Williams 
 
   The July 4th parade in Lenexa had a great show-
ing of Abdallah Blue Racers with 6 members parad-
ing.  It was a sight to see!  We were able to show 
Mary Ann Hess a video of the parade & it made her 
day to see that many!   
 
   With CSSA around the corner, we are getting our 
carts ready to compete in the Motor Corp competi-
tion....wish us luck on our times!   
 
August Birthdays 
   Bob Hansen - August 5 
   Nancy Mahan - August 5 
   Nabeel Jamil - August 13 
   Dave Baggett - August 30 
 
August Anniversary 
   Charlie Dave & Pat Lang - August 19 
 

By Rob Swecker 

   Welcome, Bruce Fishbach, to our newest member 
of Abdallah Provost. 
 
   Illustrious Kevin thanked the Provost for donating 
to the Children’s Hospital Golf Tournament. 
   Thank you to the members that volunteered for the 
July 2nd event.  
   The next opportunity to volunteer for an event is 
July 16th, 5:00 PM-1200 AM. You do not have to vol-
unteer the whole time; shifts are available. Contact 
Don, Rob, or the office. 
 
   Shooting teams continue to practice for CSSA 
events at the Bullet Hole for pistols and Powder 
Creek for shotgun events. Come join us, if you’re in-
terested in participating, Advise Larry if you're at-
tending CSSA, the events you're participating in 
(Pistol; Iron sights, Optics, Balloon. Shotgun; Trap, 
Sporting Clay.), and if you're attending the banquet 
and the number of guests. 
 
   Members voted to have a banner made and submit 
a half-page ad for the Bull Bash and Demo Derby. 
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By Ken Holliday 
 
   GOLF.  Please don’t forget our golf tournament.  

We try to support various Abdallah activities and this 

fund raiser is our primary income… plus it is lots of 

fun.  A different venue and on a Saturday, August 

13th, which should make it easier for everybody to 

attend. 

 

   Our most pressing issue is our love and support 

for Lady Paula Luna as she recovers from her re-

cent health scare. 

 

   The Escorts have been busy since my last quar-

terly article. 

  

   We had a dinner meeting at the Andertons, mys-

tery ride in May, Cajun Party, Casino Night & Ride 

for a Noble Cause.   

 

   Our crowning event was the second annual trip to 

Eureka Springs to ride the famed Arkansas twisty 

roads. Eighteen participated including our Divan 

Rep Ronnie White and his lovely wife Lady Barbie.  

The ride turned out to be a test of our mettle.  I 

heard 107 degree heat index on the ride down.  

Everybody felt the heat.  Personally, three beers, 

Gatorade and three waters wasn’t enough to pre-

vent cramps from dehydration.  We have all ridden 

in worse heat but we were younger and the effect 

wasn’t as great.  We still managed to have great fun 

eating pizza one night and grilling the next.  Of 

course, the real payoff is having friends and great 

conversation. 

 

   We will be serving the Shrine Bowl football players 

again this year.  I am not sure exactly how long we 

have done this but I can’t remember when we didn’t 

do it. 

 

   We will also be helping out wherever needed at 

the Bull Bash.  Like our golf tournament, this is a 

great way to fund Abdallah and delay the need for 

dues increases. 
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   I’ll Sir Herb, Greg and Ronnie made a presen-

tation of Abdallah’s 5th Annual Golf Event pro-

ceeds of $25,000.00 during the 2022 Imperial 

Session.  I’ll Sir Kevin attended the SHC St Lou-

is Board meeting on July 20th and presented 

the real check for $25,000.00 as well as the 

oversize version.  

 

   Thank you to ALL of our sponsors and volun-

teers who helped make this possible. We have 

now donated over $75,000.00 to Shriners Chil-

dren’s from our Golf Event 

 

   No meeting in August as it conflicts with 

CSSA. Our September meeting has been 

moved to September 29th, the fifth Thursday of 

the month. Hope to see everyone there. 
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Never to early to start preparing for Next Year! 

The Abdallah Shriners are proud to present our 2022 Bull Bash and Demoli-

tion Derby to be held at the Leavenworth County Fairgrounds in Tonganoxie, 
Kansas. The fun starts with a Bull Bash on Friday, September 9, followed by a 

Demolition Derby on Saturday, September 10, 2022. One ticket price for both 
shows, $15 per person. Children 5 and under are FREE for both shows!  

Over the last 63 years, we have established a large following of participants 

and fans that look forward to our event every year. For this reason, it is im-
portant to us to keep this event fun, affordable and family-oriented, even 

though it is a major fundraiser for Abdallah Shriners annual budget. We 
would like to ask you or your company to help us by supporting this event.  

Advertising with Shriners helps support a great organization as well as con-

necting your company to our loyal customer base. Various sponsorships are 
available at every price point. We are grateful for any support from dona-

Please check our webpage to see all our advertising opportunities, Abdallah 

Shriners Bull Bash & Demo Derby. Feel free to call our business office for 
any questions or to get in touch with our sales team (913) 362-5300 or email 

shrinederby@gmail.com.  

Kind regards, 
Greg Sippel, Event Chairman 

https://sable.godaddy.com/c/258015?id=109132.1883.1.543b60fdda23416d60dad639f72c395c
https://sable.godaddy.com/c/258015?id=109132.1883.1.543b60fdda23416d60dad639f72c395c
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Our newest Noble, brother Gary Barber with 

Topline Signer Duke Neeland.  

Created and Fezed at the July Stated Meeting 
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facebook.com/CSSA2022Wichita 

Aug 25 - 28, 2022 

   CSSA is coming sooner than we think and it will be in Wichita.  Events begin on the 

25th of August and concludes on the 27th.  Abdallah has secured a block of rooms at the 

Fairfield Inn and Suites, 525 S. Main Street.  Check in is set for the 24th and check out on 

the 28th.  We will have parking, hot/cold breakfast and our own hospitality room.  The host 

hotel is about a block away where the ladies luncheon and market place are and the fur-

thest venue hosting a banquet is still within walking distance as is Midian’s Temple. Our 

room rate ($112+tax and fees) will include taxes and fees so you will not have a surprise at 

check out.  Reservations will be made through the office along with registration for 

CSSA.   There is a fee with registration, which includes everything only pay once.  Your as-

sociations might have some fees that they have not asked us to collect.  You will be able to 

adjust your dates of your stay based on what you are planning to do.  Remember, even if 

you are only coming down for the parade or a single competition you must be registered 

for CSSA, so stop by the office and pick up the forms or download them from the Abdallah 

website.  Get ready for some fun and a chance to see friends from across the Central 

States area.  We will be updating you as we learn more about what is available to do.  

               Hotel Reservation Form Next Page or can be download from the website 

                                          www.AbdallahShriners.com/member-forms 

CSSA 2022 Registration is $45 per-person. All attendees must register and you must 

Register through the Abdallah Shriners Office by August 12th. Please fill out & re-

turn with payment. 
 
Name: __________________________________________________ Lady _____________________________ 
 
 
Phone: ______________________________ Unit/Club ______________________________________________ 
 
 
Payment method:  Check    Cash  CC  
 
 
Card Number ______________________________________  Exp ___________  Code ____________ 
 
 
Name of Card  _____________________________________________________ 
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WICHITA WICHITA DOWNTOWN 
525 S MAIN ST WICHITA, KS 

67202 

Phone: 316.201.1400 

Fax: 316.201.1484 

 
CREDIT CARD AUTHORIZATION 

 

I authorize credit card # Exp Date:    
 

Credit Card Type: MC Visa AmEx Discover Diners 
 
 
I authorize the following charges on the above-mentioned credit card: 

   Room, Tax and $4.50 Downtown WaterWalk District Fee Per Day 
   Phone Calls 
   In-room movies 
   Food and beverage items (non-alcoholic) 
   Alcoholic beverages 
   Meeting room / event charges 
   All Charges 

 
 
Reservation Names:     

 

Dates of Stay: From To   
 

Company Name:    
 

Name of Card Holder (Print)   
 
 

________________________________       _________________________ 
Signature on file for credit card authorization Date of authorization 

 
 

_________________________________     _________________________ 
Phone Number Fax Number 
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Nobles, you can pay your dues and even set-up a payment plan for 

monthly, quarterly or bi-annual payments through WebFez. It’s easy to 

set-up, just follow the directions below. Remember, dues are paid in  

advance so you could be making installments now for 2023. 
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Message from Your Chief Rabban 
 
   Last month my message was presented with strong and bold words.  I addressed the issue of low at-
tendance and participation at our Shines’ meetings and events.  In my message, I made an analogy relat-
ing apathy to mental illness.  This was over-the-top and too strong.  I am not a denier; mental illness is re-
al and a major issue in our society.  I have heard from some of you. 
 
   I assure you my message’s intent was not to harm or to be insulting.  My intent was to alarm, disquiet 
and alert, but not to be hurtful.  My literary metaphor relating attendance apathy to mental illness was 
wrong.  For these words, I apologize to anyone who may have been offended. 
 
   I have great passion for what we do at Abdallah Shriners.   I am proud of our fraternity and the many va-
rieties of activities we have.  Our event coordinators deserve and huge thank you for conceiving, planning, 
organizing, marketing and taking personal responsibility for our events.  
  
   When I view threats to our existence, I will fight with every tool I have to eliminate these threats.  I view 
lack of attendance and participation as a very real and imminent threat to our existence.   
 
   You might have noticed I used the plural “Shrines’”.   This is because we are not alone.  Just as recent 
as Imperial Session, Imperial Sir Matt Sturlaugson addressed the topic of apathy in the post-pandemic 
world and the impact it is having on our Shrines.  I find it intriguing that philanthropic donations in 2021 
were better than any year in our Shrines’ 100-year philanthropic history, yet our membership continues to 
decrease.  Shriners membership world-wide has now decreased for 43 consecutive years. 
 
   The very first step to turning our membership around is event attendance.  I understand, not every 
Shriners family can attend every event.  That is unrealistic; I am not asking for this.  I am asking for all our 
local Shriners to commit to attend 4 events per year.  That is one per quarter.  This is in addition to regu-
larly attending our stated meetings. 
 
   Since my July message we had a Pizza, Puzzles and Pitchers party in the Oasis.  This event was well 
attended and great praise is due Assistant Rabban Ronnie White & Lady Barbie.  It was fun, it was family, 
but mostly it provided us the opportunity for fellowship.  Thank you guys. 
 
   As we go forward into August, let’s commit to support these next rounds of events with our attendance.   
August 6th is a Hog Roast & Luau sponsored by the Clowns and Hawg Riders.  August 13th is the Escorts 
Golf Tournament and the Tin Lizzies/Jokers Shrimp dinner.  August 25th-27th is CSSA competitions and 
events in Wichita. 
 
   The August meeting on August 9th will be an Open meeting.  Invite your ladies.  We plan to hold this 
meeting in the Oasis and make it a fun social.  There is a rumor your Divan may be preparing and serving 
the dinner. 
 
   You’ll hear plenty of discussion on the Sept 9th-10th  Bull Bash and Demolition Derby events.  Buy a $50 
business card advertisement.  Sell an advertisement to your friends or to the businesses you frequent.   
 
As always,  
May there be Peace in our time. 
 
Greg Sippel & Lady MaryEllen 
Chief Rabban 2022 
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   Your temple was represented at the Imperial Se-
cession by its elected representatives as well as be-
ing attended by several other members of the nobili-
ty.  It was a busy secession with many decisions 
made that will impact our fraternity for many years 
ahead.  This is a quick summary of those decisions: 
 

IOWA CORPERATION CHANGES 
PASSED. Changed number votes to approve 

bylaw change from 400 to 300 and retained 
the requirement to have at least 2/3 of those 
voting to approve. 

PASSED. Any noble appointed to an Imperial 
committee becomes a voting representative 
to the Iowa Corporation at Imperial. 

FAILED Participating in Imperial by Zoom if there 
was a local state of emergency declared. 

FAILED. Stop paying $20 a day per diem to rep-
resentatives and a stop paying for spousal 
travel. 

PASSED. Members of Imperial Committee can 
be any nobles not just elected representa-
tives. 

FAILED (Received more than 300 yes votes, but 
not 2/3 of those voting.) Per Capita Tax in-
crease to $50.  Motion to reconsider passed 
but it still failed to receive enough votes. 

PASSED. Moving Emirat Shriners to Wiesbaden 
Germany. 

PASSED. Moving Media Shriners to Black River 
New York. 

PASSED. Change the maximum penalty for Friv-
olous or Bad Faith Complaints (Article 30s) to 
1 year suspension. 

Withdrawn.  Changing the Jurisdiction of Media 
Shriners. 

FAILED. Changing the Jurisdiction of Hikmat 
Shriners in Brazil. 

PASSED Changing the Jurisdiction of Amal 
Shriners in Brazil. 

PASSED Issuing a dispensation to form a tem-
ple in El Meten Lebanon. Temple to be 
named Lubnan Shriners. 

PASSED. Granting a charter to Al Atfal Shriners 
in Northern Mexico. 

PASSED. Removing the UD from AL Atfal 
Shriners.  Added to the call. 

PASSED. Adding Lubnan Shriners Under Dis-
pensation to the list in Article 104.  Added to 
the call. 

 

   During the secession a formal roll call of all elect-
ed representatives was request and then held.  Our 
representatives were present.  This is the first time 
in at least 15 years this has been done.  There are 
almost 1100 elected representatives to the Imperial 
Secession, over 900 registered to attend and less 
than 700 answered the roll call. 
 
   Illustrious Sir Ron DeVoll was elected Outer 
Guard.  He is a Master Mason, Black Hawk Lodge 
#65, Cedar Falls, Iowa, Member, Minneapolis Lodge 
#19, Minneapolis, Minnesota, Member, Scottish 
Rite, Valley of Minneapolis, Member, St. John’s 
Chapter 9, Member, Minneapolis Council 2, Poten-
tate, El Kahir Shriners, Hiawatha, Iowa, 2016, Mem-
ber, Zuhrah Shriners, Minnetonka, Minnesota, Mem-
ber, Zuhrah Legion of Honor, Zuhrah Horseman and 
a Member, Cabiri International. 
 
   The following COLORADO CORPERATION ac-
tions were voted on: 

PASSED Change number to approve bylaw 
change from 400 to 300. 

FAILED Who can approve the addition of hospi-
tals or clinics. 

WITHDRAWN with the failure in the IOWA Cor-
poration motion. 

PASSED.  If the number of vacancies equal the 
number of candidates a paper ballot is not 
required. 

PASSED. Trustee age restriction was removed.  
It had been 72 years. 

PASSED The reauthorization of an Oversight 
Committee. 

 
   Bill Rasner and Chuck Pittman were elected to the 
board. 
 
   Status of locations looking to establish a temple 
was updated.  Russia on hold over Ukraine War.  
South Africa shrine club is being established.  Ga-
bon shrine club is on hold due to pandemic 

2022 Imperial Session Report 
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    Introducing the new My FezCard Viewer App 
 

   We’re excited to announce the new digital membership card. Effective August 2022, No-

bles who pay their 2023 dues will have immediate access to their newly designed digital 

Membership card.  Nobles can access and present their digital membership card, which fea-

tures the status of their dues two ways: 
 

• My FezCard Viewer available for download on the Apple App Store or Google Play App Store 

• Member Center located on the new SI.org Website 

 

   For 2023, the two primary methods to determine if a member is current in their dues will include asking the 

Noble to present their new digital membership card on a mobile device or for the temple, club, or unit to scan 

the QR code on the Nobles existing hard card.  
 

   Scanning the QR code on the membership card, either the existing hard card or the new digital card, pro-

vides several benefits to the temple including in the areas of operations and as a member engagement tool:  

 

Operations: 
 

• Decreases temple expenses by not having to pay for stickers and buckslip insert 

• Simplifies operations, no need to replace stickers on an annual basis 

• Digital card/scanning QR quickly determines the status of dues payment 
 

Member Engagement: 
 

• Awarding credit for attendance at events and activities, which is especially handy for temples that award 
points and prizes for participation 

• Expressing an interest in joining a club or unit 

• Registering for an event or volunteer opportunities 

 

As a result, Shriners International has discontinued the distribution of dues stickers to 
individual Nobles. While the focus remains on scanning the QR code or presenting the digital card to de-
termine the status of dues, to assist in the transition, a limited number of 2023 sticker sheets will be sent to 
each temple so they can provide a dues sticker to Nobles on a case-by-case or as-requested basis. When No-
bles pay their 2023 membership dues they will receive a 5x8 acknowledgment postcard that will announce the 
new process along with instructions on how to obtain their new digital member ship card. To address three 
commonly asked questions: 
 
How can a Noble access their digital card if we don’t have internet access? If internet connectivity is a con-
cern, once the Noble accesses their card via one of the two options above, they can take a screenshot of the 
digital card, which automatically saves to their photo gallery. Thereafter, they can present the card as needed 
without needing an internet connection.  
 
How can a temple, club, or unit scan a QR code? From an operational standpoint, the barrier to entry to utilize 
the QR technology is extremely low and simple to use. For the last three years, several Temples have been 
scanning the QR code on the existing membership card to determine dues by purchasing a handheld scanner, 
available for as little as $30, or a mobile device, like a phone or tablet. Both options connect and communicate 
with WebFez. 
 
Will the digital card display associate temples? Currently only the Noble’s home temple will display on the My 
FezCard Viewer; however, we expect to add a display featuring associate temples by late summer / early fall. 
 
The result of this effort is designed to directly reduce temple expenses, simplify operations, and increase 
member engagement. 
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For more information contact: 

Illustrious Sir Eldon Masters, P.P. 

913-236-9878 

or  

The Shrine Office 

For breakfast RSVP to: 

Jerry Ogden 

imastar@kc.rr.com 

2nd Wednesday is now a cooked breakfast,  
not donuts. Please RSVP if attending 

Need another great reason to come to the 

Stated Meetings? Abdallah Shriners has a 

50/50 raffle at each Stated Meeting where 

half of the pot goes to the winner and the 

other half goes into the year end jackpot. 

The pot will grow each month for a nice 

jack pot at the December Stated Meeting. 

Be sure to come to the Stated Meeting as 

you don’t want to miss this! 
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Attention: 
 

Units & Clubs: Now is the time to be 
booking the Abdallah Hall and the No-

bles Activity Room for your 2023 
Events & Activities!  Don’t wait until it’s 

too late to get the dates you want!   
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If any member would like to be added to my 
Angel Lady Sunshine News Updates please 

email me at : anniem22@att.net  There are a 
lot of new members and I don't have all your 

email addresses. Thanks! 
Anna Marie Swearengin 

Nobles and Ladies 

Come Visit the Abdallah Oasis on  

BIRTHDAY FRIDAY! 

It happens on the 

1st Friday, 7pm 

Every Month. 

On your birth month you donate $25, and all  
attendees enjoy a refreshment on you until the 

funds run out.  Then, on the other 11 months, you 
will whet your whistle at the expense of all the other 

Birthday folks!  
 

Bring a Snack to Share!  
Bring a Friend to Share with! 

 

Units and Clubs 
 

Don’t forget to write an Article  

the PLAYGROUND. 

Our readers like to hear about your past  

and future events and other activities that  

they missed out on. 

It is a good way to get information out to  

New Nobles and Ladies to peak their inter-

est in your group. email your article to:  

abdallahplayground30@gmail.com 

mailto:anniem22@att.net
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ABDALLAH Advertising Order Form 

           DATE:     

Company Name:         

Contact:         

Phone:          

Email:          

Address:         

 

 Line 1         $10     

 Line 2         $10     

 Line 3         $10     

 Line 4         $10     

 Line 5         $10     

 Line 6         $10     

 Outline   Yes         No     $10     

 Bold  Yes         No     $10     

 Grid  Yes         No     $10     

         Total     

R & B Auto—Auto Body Repair 
913-839-7309   
randbauto66083@yahoo.com 

Mikes Barber Shop 913-764-9767 
Mike, Jack, & Megan 
219 S. Kansas Ave. Olathe, KS 66061 

Bean Embroidery....913-526-4061 

Bequette Enterprises 
Roofer Extraordinaire 
Gutter Guards & Attic Insulation 
Greg Bequette 
913-710-6552 
 
 
 

Aspiring 2 Health Chiropractic 
Dr. David Powers, D.C…..…816-431-0353 
200 Branch St. Platte City, MO 64079 
Convenient, affordable, specific chiro-
practic and nutritional care.  No unneces-
sary long term treatment or therapy 
plans. Cash fees usually less than insur-
ance copays. Our goal is your best health. 
 
Back on Track Chiropractic  
  + Acupuncture 
Dr. Callan Martin DC          913-276-0508 
Providing chiropractic, acupuncture and 
targeted therapies to help you feel 
better, move better and live better! We 
accept MOST insurance plans and offer 
affordable self-pay options. 
 
 
 
 

Richard Daniel, Realtor KS & MO 
Call or Text Cell 913-645-8746 
Email: rdaniel@kcregionalhomes.com 
KC Regional Homes Inc.  
913-538-6900 Ext135 
12330 W. 135th St. Overland Park, KS 
66221 
 

Benny’s Small Engines 
913-449-1478 
 
 
 

ABDALLAH Shriner’s Business & Professional Sponsorship Directory 

EMBROIDERY SMALL ENGINE REPAIR 

BARBER 

REAL ESTATE  AUTO BODY REPAIR HEALTH CARE 

HOME REPAIR 
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ABDALLAH SHRINERS 
5300 Metcalf, Overland Park, Kansas 66202 

Office 913-362-5300 • E-mail: office@abdallahshrine.org 
www.AbdallahShriners.com 

Shriners International 

 

ELECTIVE DIVAN 
 

Potentate – Herb Merrick (Carolyn)………………... ….      913-683-3041 
         hmerrick@kc.rr.com 
Chief Rabban - Greg Sippel (Mary Ellen)……………... 913-226-4009 
        gcsippel@gmail.com  
Assistant Rabban - Ronnie White (Barbie)  …...………     913-314-1568 
                       randbauto66083@yahoo.com 
High Priest & Prophet - Chris Robertson (Paula Luna) ... 913-940-8666 
         Regiscrob@aol.com 
Oriental Guide - Dennis Miles (Dorothy) ……………….. 913-738-6019 
                        dmm1211@hotmail.com 
Treasurer - Mike Guilinger (Deb)…………………………..    913-948-1501  
       mikeguilinger@gmail.com 
Recorder - Bennie Smith P.P. (Debbie Sullivan)...…… 913-449-0987 
                        benmaltrev@gmail.com  
  

APPOINTIVE DIVAN 
 

First Ceremonial Master - Mitch Carter (Julia)……….       913-237-8874 
         klasic_mustang_lvr@yahoo.com 
Second Ceremonial Master - Mickey Mikulan   …..…... 913-206-6240 
                         mickey5119@gmail.com 
Marshal - Tony Pagel …..…...…………………………... 913-927-9127 
                         tony@creativerestorationskc.com 
Captain of the Guard - Randy Mahan (Nancy) ……….        913-329-3757 
                        rmahan50@gmail.com 
Outer Guard - Gary Folk (Pat)  ………………………....         913-638-2848 
                        garyf@kc.rr.com 
Chaplain - Jerry Ogden (Shiela)……………………….. 816-260-8882 
                        imastar@kc.rr.com 

ABDALLAH SHRINE BUILDING ASSOCIATION 
 

All Elected Divan Officers plus 

Larry Hewitt (2018 - 2022) ..…………………..…..………………. 913-927-6950 

Benny Harper (2019 - 2023) ..…………………….………………. 913-449-1478 

Tony Pagel (2020 - 2024)…………………………………………..    913-927-9129 

Ralph Anderton (2021 - 2025) ……………………………………… 913-669-0538 

Lynn Baker (2022 - 2026) …………………………………………….913-486-2555 

 
ADMINISTRATIVE BUILDING MANAGERS 
 

Ken Holliday    ……………………………………………………… 913-599-0276 

Tom Oliphant    …………………………………………………….. 913-299-0845 

Joe Hobbs…………………………………………………………… 913-271-6200 

Randy Mahan………………………………………………………… 913-329-3757 
Blaine Miller……………………………………………………………. 913-831-3031 

Gary Folk ……………………………………………………………….  913-638-2848 

Randy Bennett ………………………………………………………… 816-260-8357 

LIVING PAST POTENTATES 
 

Robert Caplinger - 1968……………………………………….. 816-214-5283 

David G. Allison - 1987………………………………………… 913-849-3766 

Glenn Hamilton - 1990…………………………………………. 913-383-8232 

Larry D. Gaston - 1995…………………………………………. 913-856-7277 

Fred Hope - 1997………………………………………………… 913-772-7077 

Floyd Fleming - 1999…………………………………………… 785-248-3566 

Lyle Smith - 2000………………………………………………..  913-782-3767 

Lee Wilson - 2001……………………………………………….  913-522-8825 

Edward A. McConwell - 2004………………………………….  913-432-7005 

Gerald (Jerry) Jeffries - 2005………………………………….  913-851-1120 

Bill Hammer - 2006………………………………………………  913-782-3692 

Douglas Smith - 2007…………………………………………… 913-909-8040 

Chris Muro - 2008………………………………………………..  913-384-0859 

Gary Bennett - 2009……………………………………………..  913-980-3303 

Don Best - 2010 ………………………………………………… 913-940-3956 

Nick Turner - 2011 ……………………………………………… 913-441-9555 

Mike Tavares - 2012 ……………………………………………..913-727-1846 

Eldon Masters - 2013…………………………………………….913-236-9878 

Kevin Larson - 2014……………………………………………...913-780-4246 

Tim Williams - 2015………………………………………………816-308-7575 

Garry Dial - 2016…………………………………………………..913-579-8336 

Jeff Johnson - 2017………………………………………………913-207-9144 

Bennie Smith - 2018……………………………………………...913-449-0987 

Doug Voss - 2019 ……………………………………………….  913-206-5400 

Brian Wilson - 2020 …………………………………………….  816-520-8315 

Chris Zugelder - 2021 ………………………………………….  913-378-8199 

Jim Lear (El Jebel – 1998)……………………………………… 913-498-2209 

Darrel Schrader (Kem - 1993)…………………………………..701-370-1280 

COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN AND APPOINTMENTS 
 

Bingo Chairman  TBA 

Chief Aide  Vic Henke   913-306-8871 

Communications & PR Mike Guilinger  913-948-1501 

Demo Derby Chairman Jim Rush     913-481-3559 

Hospital Board – St. Louis Ed McConwell  913-449-5301 

Assoc. Board—St. Louis Bill Leonard  913-593-5890 

Transportation Coordinator Joe Hobbs  913-908-9222 

Insurance Committee Abdallah Board of Directors 

      Ed McConwell P.P.   913-449-5301 

   Garry Dial P.P.  913-579-8336 

Investment Committee Kevin Larson P.P.  913-787-7308 

KSB Board of Directors Tim Williams P.P.  816-308-7575 

   Allen Baiamonte  816-204-0945 

   Frank Shell  913-638-7522 

Legal Counsel  Ed McConwell P. P.  913-262-0605 

100 Million Dollar Club Eldon Masters P.P.  913-236-9878 

Masonic Coordinator Bill Leonard  913-599-0699 

Membership Chairman Brian Wilson P.P.  816-520-8315 

Oasis Club Manager  Benny Harper  913-449-1478 

Onion Sales Chairman Mitch Carter   913-237-8874 

Parade Marshal   

Asst. Parade Marshal Chris Harrison  913-980-7462 

Parliamentarian  Leonard Buddenbohm 913-367-5246 

PCM Chairman  Eldon Master P.P.  913-927-5197 

Playground Editor  Jerry Ogden  816-260-8882 

Provost Marshal  Larry Riggs  913-287-3527 

Shrine Photographer Wayne Rector  913-669-2473 

   Sharon Steele  913-492-4436 

SHC Golf Event  Kevin Larson P.P.  913-787-7308 

Sickness and Distress Jerry Ogden  816-260-8882
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Upcoming Events 
 

  The Abdallah Shrine Office hours are 9AM - 4PM Monday to Friday. 

 

August 2nd - Election Day 

August 5th - Birthday Friday 

August 6th - Hog Roast 

August 9th - OPEN Meeting 

August 10th - Coffee Club Breakfast 

August 13th - Escorts’ Golf Tournament 

August 13th - Shrimp Dinner 

August 24th - Coffee Club Doughnuts 

August 25th - 27th CSSA in Wichita 

September 2nd - Birthday Friday 

September 5th - Labor Day—Shrine Office Closed 

September 9th - Bull Bash 

September 10th - Demo Derby 

September 13th - Stated Meeting 

 

Thank you and Stay Safe! 

Get the weekly Update by Signing up for the  
Abdallah “What's Happening” 

Send an email to office@abdallahshrine.org and ask to be added  


