
2026 Colorado State of the State (Pending add’l input)
	Current State Issues
	Republican Governance/Voting Record
	Democratic Governance/Voting Record

	Housing Affordability
	Will repeal root source laws that increase housing costs
Will work towards repealing renewable energy mandates
	State democratic legislators have voted for policies that directly causing an increase in housing of $140,000!! Increased affordability for businesses and housing have caused a net reduction in population in Colorado for the first time in its history.  
Democrats propose an increase in housing supply through zoning updates and developer incentives.


	Business Affordability
	Will work toward repealing laws to reduce business regulations, fees, and taxes
Will take the position of limited government and protect against government overreach.  
	Democratic legislators voted for additional fees and policies (such as the FMLA) that increase cost of doing business and are driving businesses out of Colorado (XXXXX number left)

	Public Safety and Crime
	Hold criminals accountable.  Will vote against “soft on crime” bills and policies especially for violent crime. 
Will support law enforcement in terms of funding, tools, training needed to catch criminals.   
Violent crime up in Colorado: 
2017:   18th worst in violent crime in USA
2021:      8th worst in USA in 2021, and now
2026:      2nd worst in USA  in 2026.   
	Colorado ranks among the highest in the nation for violent and property crimes under Democratic policies.  Bills/Policies generally support a reduction of sentences.  Soft on crime policies have caused increased crime rates and public safety concerns.  This is coupled with a lack of funding for the prison system. 
 Democrat Socialist party generally prefers to defund or eliminate police and replace with mental health specialists, as well as eventually close the prisons.
Oppose Proposition 132: Penalties for Fentanyl Crimes
Oppose Proposition 81: Laqw Enforcement reporting req’mts to federal authorities.

	Parental Rights/Family Values, to include the trans-gender agenda
	Generally Pro-Life
Protect parental rights and parental involvement in all decisions affecting underage children.  
Generally do not support federal/state funded abortions, trans-gender surgeries
	Generally Pro-choice
Opposes Prop 135: Prohibits Certain Surgeries on Minors

	2nd Amendment
	Govern to protect second amendment rights
Repeal unconstitutional laws/policies that infringe on 2nd amendment rights.
	Ongoing legislation aimed at regulating firearms with current proposals (Senate Bill 3) which aims to impose even stricter regulations on semiautomatic firearms, reflecting a push for more comprehensive gun control measures.

	Education
	With the reduction in public school enrollment and the reduction in educational performance, general position is to Understand what current funding in paying for before providing additional funding.
Support School Choice
Opposes male participation in girls sports
	Support Proposition NN:  Public Education Funding
Opposes Prop 134 which places conditions on male participation in girls sports.
Supports male participation in girls sports

	Energy
	Actively pursue common sense clean energy policies that support energy usage and energy choice

	Polis promoting a clean energy plan, to include a shut down of natural gas plants by 2032.   Polis policy is to eliminate the choice for electric vs natural gas for new homes
Democratic party opposes Amendment 82: Right to natural gas choice.

	Government
	Limited Government
	Broader Government 

	TABOR/TAXES
	MAINTAIN TABOR.
Maintain flat tax
	ELIMINATE TABOR.  Institute fees that are not subject to TABOR, which effectively are a tax.
CHANGE from flat tax to graduated Income Tax (Amend 87)
Opposes Prop 136:  Income Tax Rate Cap

	Sanctuary Cities/Illegal Immigration
	Work with ICE.  Deport illegal immigrants that are criminals.
	Limit local cooperation with ICE, expand data privacy to protect them.  Generally, favor policies that strengthen legal protections for illegal immigrants.   Provide health, housing, food, and education benefits. 

	Budget / Spending
	All gubernatorial candidates reference a spending problem within Colorado.  Institute fiscal spending reviews, responsibility and integrity
	Democrats continue to propose entitlement and service programs that is driving spending up.  


	Election Integrity
	Supports stricter mail-in ballot requirements and voter identification requirements so that votes count for US citizens only!
	Opposes Mail Ballot Voter Identification (Amend 84)
Opposes Amend 85:  Plain Language Ballot Questions

	Health Care/Insurance
	Supports free market solutions for competitive pricing and services that reduce costs and increase access for the citizens. 
	Prefer a statewide health care system to replace costly private insurance market.  Government managed and maintained

	Transportation
	
	Expand mass transit
Supports Ballot Issue 7A: Spend billions on Front Range Passenger Rail (CoCo)






COLORADO REPORT CARD
	CHARACTERISTIC
	PRIOR TO 2018
	2024 AND LATER

	Personal Income Growth
	3RD in the Nation
	39th in the nation

	Regulatory Burden
	Lower 50% of all states
	6th worst regulatory burden in the nation

	Unemployment
	Tied for 2nd lowest unemployment in 2017 at 2.7%
	2nd HIGHEST unemployment rate as of March 2026

	Job Growth
	2.4% in 2017, typical for a state that was regularly in the top 10
	0.17% (March 2024-March 2025), 43rd in the nation now.

	Colorado as a Destination
	A top-10 destination for people moving in from other states
	A bottom-10 destination for people moving in from other states.

	Violent Crime 
	18th worst in the US
	2nd worst in the US – at the top of the list

	Cost of doing business
	2024 16th in the nation
	2026 now 46th, down 30 points in one year!!





Just from 2025 to 2026, Colorado’s Tax Rankings fell.  Source:  The Tax Foundation

Tax Category                                             2025                2026

Tax competitiveness index                3nd                   33rd
Sales and Excise tax                            38th                    39th
Property tax                                             36th                    34th
Unemployment tax                              39th                    40th
Corporate tax                                          10th                    20th




Colorado’s business-friendliness trend, 2017–2026
The evidence points to a mixed picture through 2025, followed by a substantial decline in 2026. To assess the trend fairly, it is important to separate CNBC’s overall business ranking from its specific business-friendliness category, and from U.S. News & World Report’s broader state ranking.

1. CNBC: America’s Top States for Business
Rank among 50 states; #1 is best
	
Year
	
Overall CNBC rank
	
Business-friendliness rank

	2017–2022
	Annual ranks not verified here
	Annual ranks not verified here

	2023
	#11
	Not verified

	2024
	#16
	Not verified

	2025
	#11
	#22

	2026
	#25
	Declined; exact rank not verified here


What the rankings say about Colorado’s business climate
Affordability is a persistent weakness
CNBC ranked Colorado #49 for cost of living in 2026 and #38 for cost of doing business. The latter category includes expenses such as wages, taxes, utilities, insurance and commercial real estate. These costs can make expansion and recruitment more expensive.
Infrastructure contributed to the 2026 decline
Colorado's CNBC infrastructure rank dropped from #11 in 2025 to #32 in 2026. CNBC also changed the weighting of its categories in 2026, so the full 14-place overall drop should not be interpreted as a direct measurement of a 14-place deterioration in underlying economic conditions.
Education and innovation remain strengths
Colorado ranked #1 in education in the 2026 U.S. News rankings. CNBC also ranked Colorado #6 for technology and innovation in 2026. Those strengths can support high-skill industries even when operating costs are less competitive
Overall assessment
The two ranking systems tell a broadly consistent story, but they measure different things:
· CNBC: Colorado’s business competitiveness fluctuated during 2023–2025, then fell sharply in 2026.
· U.S. News: Colorado’s broader state ranking also declined in 2026, from #11 to #17, despite its top-ranked education system.
· Business implications: High living and operating costs, infrastructure concerns and the regulatory environment are areas to watch. The rankings alone do not establish that any one state policy caused Colorado’s decline.

