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Clydach Community Council
Minutes of the Monthly Council Meeting 
Held on Tuesday, 17 February 2026 at 6:00 PM
Held in the Waterfall Suite, Forge Fach Resource Centre 
___________________________________________________________________
Present: Cllrs. Julian Nicholds, Sue Powell, Eve Jackson, Steve Weller, Dylan Williams, Jason Price, Caiden Thomas, John Hill, Siubhan Evans-Jones, Melissa Farr, Maria Farr, and Michaela Chaplin (Clerk)
___________________________________________________________________
1. Apologies for Absence
Cllrs. Rowena Bent - Apologies approved.
2. Declarations of Interest
No Declarations received.
3. Public Questions (Limited to 10 Minutes)
Four members of the public in attendance
a. Vardre Rugby Club
The Chair of Vardre Rugby Club addressed the Council regarding access to the car park at Forge Fach Resource Centre. They requested that the Council grant club members access to the car park as required, including the provision of a key to the club.
The Clerk advised that this request had previously been considered at the Committee meeting held on 10 February and was subsequently resolved by Full Council on 17 February. In accordance with Standing Orders (page 13, section 7), the matter cannot be reconsidered within six months unless brought forward by way of a special motion. However, as suggested in the Committee meeting held on the 17 February further discussion can take place regarding the booking of the carpark with the Caretaker opening and closing.
4. To receive any reports from the County Councillors
County Councillor Matthew Bailey was in attendance however, no report was offered.

Two members of the public left.
18.24 Cllr. Julian Nicholds joined the meeting and resided as Chair.



5. To receive an update from Clydach Community Gardens
Hannah Norman gave a presentation to the Council regarding the relocation of the Bat Garden from the RHS Chelsea Flower Show. The opening event will take place on Saturday 20 June in Vardre Hall and the Community Gardens. The Community Gardens are to let the Clerk know what they require the Council to do prior to the Garden being installed.
Councillors that want to volunteer with the planting are to let the Clerk know.
The use of the carpark was mentioned for the delivery of products and the event. Cllr. Sue Powell suggested that the Community Garden update Swansea Council with the delivery details once finalised. Cllr. John Hill mentioned that the reinstatement of the Environment Committee will be taking place at the May meeting and that that committee may like to be involved with the project. NOTED
6. To confirm the Minutes of the following meetings as a correct record
a. RESOLVED that the Minutes of the Monthly Meeting of Council held on 17 February 2026 be confirmed as a correct record.
b. RESOLVED to accept all the recommendations and that the minutes of the Events and Projects Committee meeting held on 10 March 2026 be confirmed as a correct record.
c. RESOLVED to accept all the recommendations and that the minutes of the Open Spaces and Building Committee meeting held on 10 March 2026 be confirmed as a correct record.
7. Matters arising from the Minutes
No matters raised.
8. To discuss the request to use Waverley Park for events
The Clerk has received a request by Steve Cook for Waverley Park to be used for an Armed Forces Day event on 27 June 26. The intended time was planned for twelve middays until 10pm. A description of the event had previously been distributed to council.
The Clerk reminded members that a Welsh event is also held on the grounds in July, and a Policy would be necessary.
Concerns were raised by councillors regarding the noise for the residents and disruption to the Cricket Club. 
It was RESOLVED that the Community Council would allow events to take place at Waverley Park however a policy would be created that will include an end of time of no later than 9pm, that the hirer must inform all residents near Waverley Park as well as notifying the Cricket Club in good time. Each hirer/event would be considered on application. All necessary paperwork and insurances must be in place. There would be no charge for the use of the area however, a returnable deposit upon inspection of the grounds after the event would be put into place to ensure that the area is left clean and tidy. RESOLVED that the Clerk would create the Policy and notify Steve Cook.
9. To discuss Forge Fach Parking
The Clerk reminded Council that the decision to lock the gate when the Centre is not in use and the decision not to give local groups the key/code to the gate cannot be reversed within six months in accordance with the Councils Standing Orders (page 13, item 7). However, Council can discuss further the idea of hiring out the carpark with a caretaker opening and closing the gates. Caretakers finish at 9pm.
RESOLVED that the Council will permit use of the car park upon request, subject to the approval of the Clerk, provided that no prior bookings are in place and the Caretaker is available. The latest permitted lock-up time will be 9:00 pm.
10. To discuss Training
The Clerk reminded the council that training is available and to email her to book. NOTED 
11. To receive the Clerk’s Report on Casual Vacancies and to consider any Co-option applications
The co-option of Rosemarie Chadwick was considered. RESOLVED That Rosemarie Chadwick be co-opted to the Council.
12. To consider and approve the monthly financial reports
RESOLVED that the March 2026 payment list be approved, 
RESOLVED that the February bank reconciliation be approved.
13. To receive the Clerks report on planning applications
RESOLVED no comments to the following – 
	2026/0216/FUL
	
Mond Lock, Swansea Canal, Clydach, Swansea, SA6 5LW  
	
Installation of new steel/timber clad Canal Lock gates 

	2026/0231/FUL
	
Ty Uchaf Cwm, Craig Cefn Parc, Swansea, SA6 5RY 
	
Detached residential garage 



14. To review and approve the Annual Report 2024-2025
RESOLVED to approve the Annual Report 2024-2025 with the addition of Cllr. John Hill to the list of Councillors.
15. To discuss the upgrade of the Councils website
The Council considered examples of other council websites, including the requirement for Welsh translation.
RESOLVED that the Clerk be authorised to select the most appropriate website provider, having regard to the Council’s requirements and their role in administering the site, with a set-up cost of up to £2,000 plus VAT.
16. To receive any reports from members representing outside bodies
The Clerk reminded Council that there is a Community and Town Councils Forum meeting taking place on 23 March 2026 and that two councillors were required to attend. RESOLVED that Cllr. Sue Powell and the Clerk would attend. Any other Councillors to contact the Clerk. 
17. To provide any information which the Chair considers should be relayed to Council as a matter of urgency, or to suggest items to the Clerk for inclusion on the agenda for the next meeting
No matters were reported.
18. To confirm the date of the next meeting as 21 April 2026
RESOLVED that the next meeting will be held on 21 April 2026 at 6pm in the Waterfall Suite and Online if required.


19. Public and Press 
RESOLVED that further to Subsection (1) of Section 2 of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the meeting during the following two items, by virtue of the nature of the business to be transacted.
20. To discuss Matters arising from the minutes of a confidential nature
There were no matters for submission to Council. RESOLVED noted.
21. To consider any reports relating to Health and Safety
There were no reports for submission to Council. RESOLVED noted.
22. To consider any matters relating to staff
A confidential staffing matter was noted. RESOLVED
23. To receive the Clerks’ report on correspondence
The Clerk reported to Council that Calon Y Gymuned – End of Project Celebration would be taking place on Thursday 26 March between 1pm and 3pm at The Cwtch, if anybody wants to attend, please let the Clerk know. NOTED

Meeting closed at 7.51pm

Signed:
Date:
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