
FEED SAMPLING PROCEDURES 

1. It is important to provide a representative feed sample to produce accurate nutritional 
information for livestock management. Before retrieving samples, consult with AgTest 
personnel and/or follow procedures from a reliable source such as extension resources or the 
National Forage Testing Association (www.foragetesting.org).  

2. Define ‘lots’ of feed to obtain a representative sample. A lot can consist of hay baled from a 
specific field, a stall of corn silage, a shipment of distiller’s grains or a ration mix. Group your 
feeds as similarly as possible to distinguish each lot. For example, if you have one alfalfa field 
and another grass hay field you intend to bale, each field will represent a ‘lot’ and should be 
sampled separately. Do not mix them. 

3. Each sample should be composed of several subsamples to properly represent the lot due to 
variation in all feeds. The National Forage Testing Association recommends a combination of 
20 sub-samples as the sample for laboratory testing of hays and forages. For other feeds that 
are less variable in nature such as corn grain or distillers’ by-products, 5 to 10 sub samples 
maybe acceptable. Always use a hay probe when sampling baled feeds and a scoop of some 
type for other feed samples to avoid missing fine materials with hand grabbed sub samples. 
Subsamples should be taken randomly. Do not target “good looking spots” or avoid “bad 
looking spots”. 

4. Ensure samples are taken from the outside of the bale or feed pile as well as from 12 to 18 
inches inside the lot. 

5. If sampling baled hay, it is best to use a hay probe. 
6. Once you have obtained your sample place it in a quart size zip lock bag and send it to the 

AgTest laboratory for testing. 
 
 

Hay 
BALES: Sample 20 bales from each lot. Core all rectangular bales from the end and all round bales 
from the twine surface. Mix the samples thoroughly and use the alternate shoveling or quartering 
procedure to obtain a representative sample for analysis. 

https://www.foragetesting.org/


 

LOOSE HAY STACKS: Select 4 stacks from each cutting for sampling. Collect at least 3 core 
samples from the side of each stack, mix the samples thoroughly and use the alternate shoveling or 
quartering procedure. 

 

 

Silage 
UPRIGHT SILO: Take random scoops of silage while unloading. Mix the samples thoroughly and 
use the alternate shoveling or quartering procedure. 
HORIZONTAL SILO: Remove a column 6 inches by 12 inches wide on the open end of the silo. Mix 
the samples thoroughly and use the alternate shoveling or quartering procedure. 



 

BUNK SAMPLE: Take 6 – 8 grab samples from the bunk(s) as the ration is being unloaded. Mix the 
samples thoroughly and use the alternate shoveling or quartering procedure. 
GRAIN SAMPLE: Take 5 random hand samples from the bin or truck. Mix the samples thoroughly 
and use the alternate shoveling or quartering procedure. 
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