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NOVEMBER EVENTS

A.l. Workshop, November 5
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VVHA Board Meeting, November 19
Thanksgiving Lunch, November 27
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The p rez gez . « « byJanet Schmidt

Hello neighbors,

The fall weather with its crisp mornings and warm afternoons is here. It also has
us layering our attire with a sweater or sweatshirt in the morning and shucking it for
something cooler in the afternoon. I'm ready to dig out my cozy sweaters and peruse
the many catalogs that land in our mailbox, and maybe purchase something for fall/
winter that | can’t live without!

It's also a good time to take a slow walk in the park and enjoy the beautiful
changing of color in our trees and to break out all those crockpot recipes and enjoy a
good bowl of stew, soup, or chili.

October brought out the pumpkins for Halloween and in November all those
jack-o-lanterns will be replaced with turkeys. Speaking of turkeys, VVHA is hosting
Thanksgiving dinners free of charge for VV residents who want to join neighbors in the
clubhouse at noon on Thanksgiving Day. More information and a signup sheet will be
posted on the VVHA bulletin board outside the mailroom.

Enjoy these fall days,
Janet

VINEYARD VALLEY HOMEOWNERS’ ASSOCIATION - October 2025 Notes
The October Board Meeting was cancelled, following are notes for October:

Treasurer’s report - As of September 30, 2025: Checking $11,278.03; Savings
$9,013.95; VIVA $3,280.55; Bocce $1,564.30; Total $25,136.83

Lobster Boil report - 99 people had a fabulous evening at VVHA’s 3 annual
Lobster Boil! Thanks to all who contributed items to the fundraising portion of
the event. Almost $5,000 was raised, which goes into the VVHA General fund
to help fund future gatherings and events!

October Bingo brought out 34 residents and friends - A total of 13 people went
home with winning bragging rights, with 6 people sharing the Blackout prize!

Upcoming events in the Clubhouse: Friday Social (Oct 24), History of Vineyard
Valley - 50™" Anniversary presentation (Oct 29) Al presentation (Nov 5) Bingo,
where Ines’s Minestrone Soup will be served for dinner, Nov 14, Thanksgiving
Meal (Nov 27) (November’s Social is cancelled due to the Holiday).

December happenings to look forward to —-December Craft Fair (Dec 7) and
the Holiday Dinner (Dec 13) (December Bingo is cancelled due to the Holiday
Party).

Please email with any contact information updates so we can have the best
information for the Vineyard Valley Directory - robimac7@gmail.com or ad-

min@vineyardvalley.org
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PARK MANAGEMENT UPDATE
November 2025

Seasonal maintenance and care of your home can add to your safety and comfort as well as help
control repair costs. Here are some key maintenance procedures for Fall and Winter: Check and
clean your furnace and change furnace filters. Inspect roof and clean off debris, inspect gutters and
downspouts and clean out debris. Check smoke and C02 alarms. Clean patios and carports, these
areas not to be used for storage. Use the green waste bin in the corporation yard for landscaping
clipping and debris from roofs. Check skirting around your home and close any spaces that could
be accessed by small animals. Contact the office to review any tree branches within 10 feet of any
chimney or stovepipe outlet.

RULES REMINDER
Please contact the office in email vineyardvalleymhp@gmail.com or by phone, 707-963-2725 with
any questions or clarification regarding the rules and regulations. Thank you.

PARKING - Parking is not permitted on Paseo Grande, San Lucas, Los Robles, La Cuesta, La Canada,
Redondo, Laguna Seca, and San Juan as these streets are narrow and considered fire lanes which
must be kept open at all times for emergency vehicles. Parking is permitted on Del Monte, Del Rio
and Del Campo as these streets are wider and able to accommodate emergency vehicles when

cars are parked on the streets. As we move into the holiday season, family and friends can be more
frequent visitors, guests are welcome to park at the clubhouse parking lot. Please contact the office
if you would like to request that a guest park in the corporation yard, this applies to cars only, guest
RV parking is no longer available in the corporation yard.

PRIVATE COMMUNITY NO SOLICITING

Vineyard Valley is a private community for the enjoyment of residents and their invited guests.
Soliciting is not permitted, including contractors, salespersons, real estate agents, those with
political or religious affiliations, etc. If you are approached by a solicitor at your home or on the
Vineyard Valley property please contact the office immediately, 704-963-2725; if it is after 4:.00 p.m.,
please contact Becky Soret, 408-489-0880 or on the weekends please contact Kay Bettinelli,
831-869-5914.

RESIDENT ARTWORK

Artwork by resident artists Eve Breckenridge, Elizabeth Green, Deirdre Shibano and Sharon Slayton
is enhancing the wall in the lanai. Thank you to these residents for sharing their talent with the
Vineyard Valley community.

POOL CLOSING
The swimming pool will close December 1¢, the last day to swim is November 30%". The saunas and
therapy pool remain open all year.

WATER CONSERVATION

November is the beginning of cooler, rainy weather. This is a reminder to residents to cut back on
outdoor irrigation to conserve water. If you need assistance setting your irrigation controller please
contact the office.

PARK PROJECTS

The landscapers are beginning to winterize the Park. Waddle is being placed, new drains will be
added, undergrounds drains have been cleaned, tree work completed and additional tree work
scheduled.



With Gratitude for Our Groundgkeepers

1) I-r: Fabian, Eloy, and Gabriel
note: Crew member Jose is not pictured

VR

Groundskeeping crew (partia

Here in Vineyard Valley, we residents are fortunate to enjoy
44 acres that includes natural landscaping to inspire us
throughout the seasons. What a blessing it is to have a full-time
groundskeeping staff responsible for maintaining this beautiful
environment: they plant, trim, prune, clean, strengthen,
and generally make our gardens lovely for everyone in our
community.

We are thankful to Eloy, Fabian, Gabriel, and Jose for their
hard work and dedication, and we appreciate the great service

and kindness they show us throughout the year.
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Beyond Google Search:
Get More from Your Computer

A FREE workshop for residents and their friends

Wednesday, November 5 from 1-3PM in the Clubhouse
Feel free to bring your laptop, iPad or SmartPhone to play along!

You know how to use Google to search for a recipe or the weather.
Now, learn a simple new trick to make your computer do even
more of the work for you—no fancy skills required!

In this hands-on class, we’ll show you how to:

e Turn an idea into a plan: Need to plan a trip to see the grandkids? We'll show
you how to instantly create a full, suggested itinerary, including hotels and local
activities.

¢ Simplify complicated documents: Tired of wading through long articles or dense
emails? Learn a simple way to get a quick summary of the main points in just a
sentence or two.

* Write with ease: Stuck on what to write for a thank-you note, a retirement
speech, or a letter to the editor? We'll show you how to get a perfect first draft
in seconds.

* Brainstorm and get creative: Need ideas for a birthday party theme, a new
garden layout, or even a different way to cook chicken? Ask the computer to be
your instant idea-generator!

You already know how to search—now learn how to
create and simplify. And it is free!

Bring your laptop, iPad or SmartPhone to play along!

Vineyard Valley Homeowners’ Association
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Catering consultant Ines
Chiarello and Ed Smith
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Michael Merriman and Gayle

Davies

Al fresco dining in the Corporation Yard featuring

99 residents and their guests

Event host Rick Wood with VVHA
Board President Janet Schmidt

with guest Beth inside
the auction tent

Mauricio of Napa Valley
Lobster Co. and Ed Smith

Live background music by

Isaac Carter

Enjoying fellowship after moonrise

pour the dinner




 Testade Pasta -

MIANEYARD VALLEY
' OCTOBER 2025

R

Photoqraphy

CLOCKWISE, from top left: Group shot; Caroline, Gigi and Debbie; In the kitchen with Ellie, Gary, Cat Janeen
and Lauren; roasted mini sweet peppers, Lydia enjoying some wine with dinner; Gary, Madeline, Becky; the big
bowl of salad being tossed, More sauce please, The Antipasto Table being enjoyed by all; Debbie and Caroline
cutting the garlic bread; Natalie and Ben De Maio get their pasta; full room shot; Janeen's famous marinated
mushrooms.
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RIANDA HOUSE SENIOR ACTIVITY CENTER

Veterans Day Breakfast led by Amanda Cole, Pam McCullagh

Tuesday, November 11, 9:30-11:00 | American Legion Hall

Join us on Veterans Day for a patriotic atmosphere and a delicious breakfast to show gratitude and
appreciation for our nation’s veterans. RSVP - 40 MAXIMUM

Greeting Card Painting Class with Pam McCullagh

Thursday, November 6, 10:30-12:30 | Rianda House

Let’s ring in the holidays by painting a watercolor greeting card of elegant Christmas balls. All supplies
will be furnished and refreshments provided. RSVP

Heart Healthy for the Holidays with Dr. Maia Eng

Wednesday, November 12, 6:00-8:00 | Grace Episcopal Church, Spring Street

Dr. Maia Eng helps her patients understand and manage their condition through lifestyle changes and
treatment options that align with their personal health goals. She is board certified in internal medicine
as well as cardiovascular disease. She will bring helpful recommendations for remaining heart healthy
during the holidays. RSVP

SongShine Vocal Strength Class with Dr. Eve-Anne Wilkes & Ellen Patterson

Mondays, October 6 - November 10, 1:00-2:30 | American Legion Hall

A fun singing class for adults looking to strengthen voices affected by aging or neurological conditions.
Using the science-based SongShine method, you’ll boost vocal strength, build confidence, and join a
supportive community of singers! RSVP

A Novel Bunch Book Club with Patti Antonaccio i
Wednesday, November 5, 5:00-7:00 | Rianda House

Join us for a monthly book club meeting fostering a love of reading, building community and
exploring literary genres. Each month, a member chooses a book, leads discussion and provides
refreshments. RSVP

Should | Stay or Should | Go? with John Herrguth

Tuesdays, November 4-25, 3:00-4:00 | Rianda House

Every senior will face an important question: Should | stay in my home, downsize or move to senior
housing? Let us help your options - financially, legally and personally. Join industry experts from Live
Better Financial to help you better understand how to navigate: Alzheimer’s, Caregiving & Home Equity
Solutions, Understanding In-Home care, Smart Financial Planning & Legal Readiness. RSVP |

Oat Hill Mine Trail with Kerry Brackett

Friday, November 14, 10:30-11:30 | Oat Hill Mine Trailhead

Experience three miles and 500 ft elevation gain, out-and-back of the Oat Hill Mine Trail in Calistoga. A
half mile from the start are beautiful views of surrounding agricultural fields. Bring water and hat! RSVP

Understanding Hospice and Palliative Care with Gladys Portillo

Monday, November 17, 2:15-3:15 | Rianda House

This presentation provides an essential overview of palliative and hospice care, differentiating between
the two services that focus on the quality of life for individuals with serious illnesses. We will review who
receives these services, the services provided by an interdisciplinary team, and key benefits such as
symptom management and patient-centered care. RSVP

RIANDA HQUSE

Inspire. Connect. Flourish.

Rianda House | 1475 Main Street, St. Helena, CA 94574
(707) 963-8555 | info@riandahouse.org | www.riandahouse.org
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Debbie Austin Styles SJ WINDOW CLEANING

~ AY Services Provided
At the Salon Windows
in Gutter Cleaning
Vineyard Valley Screen Replacement
Pressure Washing

Hard Water Removal
Wednesdays, Thursdays, & Fridays

Solomon Ruiz, owner

Call for an Appointment e
cell: 707-334-1112 (707) 977-0894

=

- = =07 Robin McGuire
Specializing in %“CH W/q '/ 7 N

e Window cleaning
e Rain gutter cleaning
e Handyman projects in the House and Yard

Travel Advisor

303-901-4343
robin.mcguire@fora.travel

Stress free planning @
VIP perks at hotels & resorts s €
Cruises, tours, adventures

No booking fees!

Junk removal? Furniture assembly?
Hanging a curtain rod?
Christmas lights? No job is too small!

Contact Ben Hartelt : 707-321-0270

Offering 20 years experience and the most

reasonable prices in the Calistoga area. https://www.foratravel.com/advisor/robin-mcguire

"Providing local knowledge and exceptional service to assist you
in achieving your real estate goals. Chris shows up and does the
hard work, continually taking advantage of contract training so
that he can provide information to help his clients make informed
decisions and protect their best interests.

As a lifelong Napa Valley Native, he can provide insights into
neighborhoods and helpful resources to ensure that the process
of buying or selling a home is a smooth one. If you have any
questions or would like a complimentary evaluation of your home,
give Chris a call!”

Chris Colzani
REALTOR © @
DRE# 02123634

Chris Colzani

Coldwell Banker Brokers of the Valley
(707) 812-8973
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FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 14
DOORS OPEN 6:00PM
CAMES BECIN 6:30

$15.00 Entry Pack includes 3 x 6 games

Packs, dauber, and dinner
Those with specific food requirements or allergies
are welcome to provide their o

BYO beverage

Extra Game Packs $10.00

Cash Prizes for winners!

©

/

THE PAINT WORKS
1078 A Fulton Avenue, St. Helena

707 963-9551

Custom Colors
Interior/Exterior Paints & Stains

A

Benjamin

Moore®
Paints
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Steve’s Hardware &
Housewares

A St. Helena Institution since 1878

Full Service, open 7 days a week.
963-3423

A‘CE Friendly Service, and
The helpful place.

Expert Advice

1370 Main Street, St. Helena
Parking in the back




ST. HELENA
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY

Book Signing and Reception with Kirsten Mickelwait

The Ashtrays are Full and the Glasses are Empty
November 20, 2023 | 10:30am

| "‘\"' '] Look forward to a short (90-second)
book trailer. Kirsten will read an excerpt,
then take questions.

Follow Sara Murphy through her very
modern life to reveal how heartbreak
can be healed by faith, unconditional
love, and a creative mind.

About Kirsten Mickelwait

Kirsten Mickelwait had a 40+ year career as
a professional copywriter and editor before
turning to writing fiction and creative
nonfiction.

She's an alumna of the Squaw Valley
Community of Writers, the Napa Valley
Writers' Conference, the Paris Writers'
Conference, and the San Francisco Writers'
Conference. Her short story, "Parting with
Nina," won first prize in The Ledge's 2004
Fiction Awards competition.

At the Heritage Center | 1255 Oak Ave. | St. Helena
14



The Clara of Astagalus Claranus

by Mariam Hansen, St. Helena Historian

might say that another flower grew and died in St. Helena, for she was a very

interesting accomplished woman. Not many plants are named for women, but
Astagalus Claranus, also known as Napa Milkvetch or Clara Hunt’s Milkvetch, is named
for St. Helena former resident Clara Adele Pike Blodgett Hunt.

QI rare little flower grows in rural fields of Napa and Sonoma Counties. One

Clara was the daughter of Edward and Lucy Pike and was born in Claremont, New
Hampshire. She came to California when 12 years old. Before her marriage she was a
successful school teacher in the East Bay. She was a great lover of flowers and had a
liberal education in botany. She married her first husband, George Blodgett, in 1878
when she was 17. He died in 1883.

In 1891 she married her second husband, Daniel Otis Hunt, when she was 32 and he
was 60. They made St. Helena their home. Her particular delight for many years was
the study of wildflowers with which our hills and valleys abound. Her flower shows
at her home or at Women’s Improvement Club meetings were popular. Clara was past
president of the Club and was interested in civic affairs. Her second husband died in
1915 at age 84 when she was 56.

Clara was a famous botanist in her day. A plant she discovered is named for her—
Astragalus Clarianus. The rare species of milkvetch is known by the common names Clara
Hunt’s milkvetch and Napa milkvetch. It is endemic to northern California where it

is known from only four or five occurrences along the border
between Sonoma and Napa Counties. It is a federally listed
endangered species. Clara collected the first specimen in 1909
in Conn Valley. The discovery was confirmed in 1925.

Clara Hunt’s milkvetch is a low-growing annual herb with
white and purple flowers that typically appear in March

and April. The plants have been found in grasslands and in
openings of blue oak/manzanita woodland. The plants have
been found on thin, rocky clay soils that are derived from
volcanic or serpentine substrates. Six historical occurrences of
Clara Hunt’s milkvetch are recorded in the California Natural
Diversity Database: five in Napa County and one in Sonoma
County.

Although one occurrence of Clara Hunt’s milk-vetch is protected with a conservation
easement and another is located on State Park land, the other three occurrences that are
presumed to still exist are all located on privately-owned land. These occurrences on
privately-owned land continue to be at risk from direct loss or modification of habitat,
primarily from agricultural or urban development. In addition, Clara Hunt’s milkvetch
could be impacted from recreational activities, uprooting by feral pigs, competition with
introduced plant species, alterations in natural fire regime and climate change. Very
small populations, such as those of Clara Hunt’s milkvetch, can be especially vulnerable
to extinction from natural and human-caused events.
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SINCE 1874

& Mechanics Bank’

Where Relationships Matter

Old Fashioned Service since 1874
Free Delivery Founded z}nbl 925, MgchanicsbBazk provides
. personal banking, business banking, trust
Pharmacist Always on Duty and estate services, brokerage and wealth
Toys, Cards management services throughout California.
Office Supplies As a community bank, we invest in the
same communities in which we live and work.

Huge Gift Selection
Premium Pet Supplies

963-2794
Located in Safeway Plaza 1015 Adams Street
s St Helena, California 94574
Sahini Chidipotu, Owner 707.967.4980

1390 Railroad Avenue, St. Helena, CA 94574

St Helena’s Premier
Dental Services
@my)fz%om[m dodal cake i a
relaxed arnd /uk’/za@p st

Call us at 707-963-2321 to schedule
an appointment or a consultation.

Pauline Demetrakopolus DDS Cosmetic & General Dentistry

Dr. Kris Hilado DDS General Dentistry

Rachel Brinker DMD Periodontics

ST HELENA DENTAL STUDIO

1510 Railroad Ave St Helena, CA 94574 + 707 963-2321
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HE (ASTING “&¢
by Steve Kinney

Merryvale Vineyards

Fall is in the air and rain has driven away another fire season. We're in the final stages of Harvest

here in The Valley--what better time than now to go wine tasting. As we pulled into Merryvale

Vineyards, they were busy sorting through grapes of the day’s pickings. Several members of
the crew sift through the grapes removing spoiled or overly dry grapes and clusters thus providing a
cleaner, more pure flavor.

Merryvale started out as Sunnyhill Winery in 1933. Conveniently located next to the rail tracks, that
allowed their wine to get to San Francisco and beyond. In the 1940Q’s, it became a co-op for local
winemakers and changed to Sunny St Helena Winery. In 1983 it started its history as Merryvale when

a small group bottled their first vintage as Merryvale. In 1986 they purchased the building, beginning
extensive renovations and renaming it to Merryvale Vineyards. Then in 1991 Jack Schlatter became

a partner in the winery, and in 1996 Jack and family became the sole owners. Their first vineyard
purchase was the land for Profile Vineyard which has become the basis for their signature wine. Renne,
their son, became CEO in 2008 and continues the family’s legacy.

Our tasting was indoors, as it was a rainy cool day. We started with their 2023 Sauvignon Blanc
Reserve. Aged 10 months in neutral oak, this showed

a lot of grapefruit character. Very crisp acidity around

a core fruit component. 2024 Pinot Noir Rosé from
Stanley Ranch. This is available in a 1.5-liter bottle. Not
a lot of bright pinot flavors, more tart and with subdued
fruit. The 2023 Sun Chase Chardonnay comes from
their most recent vineyard. It is located in the Petaluma
Gap AVA in the Sonoma Coast. Aged 16 months in 30%
new oak with some malolactic fermentation. Showed
nice apple/pear fruit with a creamy vanilla note.

Our host, Monique, added the 2023 Sun Chase Pinot Noir to our lineup. From the same vineyard in

the Petaluma Gap, this was a fairly rich Pinot with bright, dark, cherry fruit and rounded tannins. 2022
Chairman'’s Reserve Selection followed. A blend of 94% Cabernet Sauvignon and 6% Cabernet Franc.
Blended and fermented to produce a stylish Cabernet Sauvignon with surprisingly soft tannins. Quite
quaffable with bright dark fruit and a little tobacco on the finish. 2022 Reserve Cabernet Sauvignon was
the last wine on our tasting list. This was 97% Cabernet with Petite Verdot rounding out the blend. All
fruit was from their Profile Vineyard above Conn Creek Road. Rich and full bodied with bright cherry—
berry fruit. We asked for and were obliged with a taste of the 2023 Merlot for our finale. It's made with
Napa Valley fruit from the Faust Vineyard in Combsville. Bright and layered with blueberry fruit and
touches of cedar with a nice lingering finish.

There are several different tastings available here. Ours was the Winery Exclusive featuring many
winery only wines. Cost was $50 per person. We added a cheese and charcuterie plate for $35. Also
available is The Terroir Experience at $80 and their Grand Cru Flight featuring the Profile Wines, for
$150. Merryvale is easily visited as they allow visitors to order a glass or a bottle as well. In the summer
their patio features music on some evenings and, coming in January, a Trivia Night on the first and third
Fridays through April. Cheers!
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RESIDENTIAL | COMMERCIAL | CONTRACTS

Michelin Switzer Enterprises, LLC provides Remote
BF Goodrich Computer Support for Pc’s, Servers & Macs
Uniroyal Great Value and Convenience: %
Goodyear Aatiable 24 / 7 J0g
Coopertires ey
o Sit back and watch our technician fix your PC

Yokohama o No surcharges or additional fees
Continental e Secure and Reliable Technicians

With "Remote House Call™™ we can remotely fix any

1025A Dowdell Lane, St. Helena PC anywhere on the Internet. Just run the application
and let us do the rest. -

Hours: Mon-Fri 8 am to 5 pm, Closed Sat-Sun www.switzerenterprises.com

CW E Thinking about window replacement?

O If so, see what California Window Exteriors has to offer;

+ Keeps out heat in the summer and cold in the winter
Reduces noise

e Call Jeff Petty at 916-996-6062
Competitive pricing for a free estimate.

Lifetime warranty References from park residents available

25 years experience _
Licensed, bonded and insured #947878 jmpetty]@att.net

Welcome Home to...
Silverado Orchards Retirement Community
We ¥ our Resufents' ~

Affordable, All-Inclusive Monthly Rent
No Lease, Buy-ins or Add-ons

* Three Nutritious Meals Every Day * Delicious, Fresh Salad Bar
e Activities & Excursions ® Housekeeping ® Transportation
® Beauty Salon e Health & Wellness Program
e And Much More...

(707) 963-3688
601 Pope Street

LURCLLAIRLS St. Helena, CA 94574

Family Owned Since 1978  www.SilveradoOrchards.com
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Know Thy Neighbor

by Suzanne James

ur neighbor in the spotlight this month is a wine connoisseur after decades
Oworking in the restaurant and wine industries here in the Valley. He is happy to

share his knowledge with our community, which he does monthly in the VIVA
newsletter.

He was born in Livermore where his father was a physicist at the Livermore Lab doing
fusion research seeking energy from fusion reactions. The lab had been doing this
research since the 70s and “Dad loved this work!” The family moved to the Alamo area
when our neighbor was five where he stayed until he left for college.

He is the oldest of three siblings, having two younger sisters. He remembers camping
a lot as a family, going to Yosemite every year and climbing most of the peaks there.
The family stayed in CA and later added Lake Tahoe to their camping destinations.

He describes his high school years as good as he made many friends and participated
in student government.

Although he says he wasn’t that interested in academics, he entered UC Berkley
after high school where he completed a degree in Political Science. However he took a
different path after graduation, choosing to enter the restaurant business rather than
pursuing an area related to Political Science. “My family entertained a lot, and I learned
to cook early.”

His first venture was to start a small catering business in Laguna Beach with a good
friend, which lasted for two years. He then worked in a series of restaurants, living in
San Francisco, then Mill Valley for a couple of years.

He married his wife in 1985 and they had two children, Nathan, born in 1988, and
Deana, born in 1991. Both of his adult children live in Oregon and they visit them
frequently.

Our neighbor managed the California Cafe in Yountville for five years followed by a
couple of years managing at Auberge du Soleil, the only restaurant in our area offering
a grand view of the Valley blow from its hillside perch. He then moved on as General
Manager at Piatti’s, hoping to limit work during the daytime so he could spend more
time with his family at night.

His next move involved employment as a salesperson at Redwood Vintners, a small
wine distributor in Novato, followed by moving on to Southern Wines & Spirits, a
national distributor. His day-to-day job at Southern meant driving to restaurants and
hotels in downtown San Francisco. Our neighbor stayed with Southern for twenty-five
years until his retirement six years ago in 2019.

He and his wife purchased their home in Vineyard Valley in 2015 and “we were
weekenders from Vallejo for the next five years.” Once he retired in 2019, he was able
to spend most of the time in Napa. He intended to work part-time in a winery tasting
room starting in 2020, but Covid put an end to that. In 2022 he was able to find a winery
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Know Thy Neighbor Py

by Suzanne James

to work for in Oakville for a couple days a week. He worked there regularly for two and
a half years. Now, he just works there at random times when needed.

He is enjoying retirement and the freedom it provides to
pursue what is meaningful to him at this stage of life. He enjoys
living in Vineyard Valley and values his neighbors. He drives
for Mollie’s Angels one day a week, providing transportation
to those who need it for appointments. He loves to garden and
takes pride in the beautification of their property. He likes
to read, enjoying mysteries and “all kinds of stuff, including
what’s going on in the world.” He and his wife savor traveling,
both nationally and internationally.

He is happy to write the monthly column for VIVA, The Tasting
Room, saying ‘it is fun to do, and I try to keep it local.” He
states he has no real ‘bucket list’ because “I’ve done a lot of the
things I wanted to do. Now, travel and cooking are my continual favorites.”

Our neighbor is Steve Kinney, who lives with his wife, Mae Van Nett, at 6 La Canada.

Suggestions and Referrals for this column are encouraged and welcome.

October Bingo Winners!

(l-r, front row): Ben DiMaio, Inger Laidley, Mary West, Jerri Patton, Polly Keegan, Ines Chiarello
(I-r, back row): Denise Marks, Andy Dietrick, Guest, Ed Smith, Doug Schmidt, David Armington
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QUALITY INSTALLATIONS ON ALL MAKES AND MODELS

Steve’s Heating & Cooling
SALES, SERVICE & MAINTENANCE
LICENSED and INSURED

Steve Ambrosini
Owner
(707) 252-4328

Lic. #612317

Doing business in Vineyard Valley since 1986

Free estimates for
Replacement Units

Carl’s Body Shop, Inc.
Auto Body Repair & 24-Hour Towing

Family Owned Since 1964
State-of-the-Art Equipment

707 963-4371

1035 Dowdell Lane, St. Helena

Cindy Blackwood Ortega,
Owner

Kelton McCaffrey,
Body Shop
Manager

HOLM ES

VAN AND STORAGE, INC.

Local & Worldwide
Full Service Moving & Storage
Office- Household Piece Moving
Free Estimates
Moving Equipment Sales/Rentals
Locally Owned since 1945
https://holmes-van-and-storage-inc.business.site/

(707) 226-7379
253 Walnut Street, Napa

ECONOMY

APPLIANCE REPAIR

FAST AND FRIENDLY SERVICE!
We service all major brands.

Gunter Pirchner
OWNER & VINEYARD VALLEY RESIDENT

(707) 318-9590

economyappliance @yahoo.com
www.ApplianceRepairNapa.com

® JAVI ELECTRIC

Javier Gutierrez

Certified Professional Electrician
License # 1045771
707-481-8686

355 Lafata St. St. Helena 94574
javig022@yahoo.com
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Vineyard Valley Dining Values

Please present coupon for redemption.
Feel free to copy this page if you wish to use these coupons more than once.

ViLLa CoroNA
COCINA MEXICANA
* % Wk k¥ ¥ R

I
|
I
Our menu is a selection of popular Mexican “antojitos” I
(cravings), Burritos, seafood & meat specialties. |
Oh yeah, we serve breakfast too!
Mon. to Sat. 9am - 8pm |
Closed Sundays
10% discount for Vineyard Valley residenis! I
Villa Corona St. Helena location only |

1138 Main Street, St. Helena, CA 94574, USA

I
I
I
I Keeping it fresh & tasty!
I
I
I
|

" (i, elea Bistro, Avocado Salad

b

Soups & Salads | American & Italian Entrees
Small Plates & Desserts | Wine & Beer

Tuesday thru Thursday
Lunch 11:30 -3:30 | Dinner 5:00 - 9:00

Friday thru Sunday
11:30 - 9:00

STHELENABISTRO.COM
1146 Main Street, St. Helena - 707.963.3371

Q % " ‘ ‘V A ﬁ-. ‘: _
L Sy S
h*’ na, Coctel de Camamt,\}Wﬁ;le Prawn Cockktail+

do, cilantro. andionions =

VVHA FREE CLASSIFIED ADS

This bright harvest moon VIVA NEWSLETTER

keeps me walking all night long printed by

around the little pond T S——

Autum approaches Fress. ...

and the heart begins to dream 707-257-6260

Of four-tatami rooms 2407 California Blvd #2
~from Basho (1644-1694) Napa
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