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General NPDES Permit for Stormwater Discharges from 

Construction Site Activities 

Also called:
• Construction Storm Water 

Permit
• ILR10 Permit
Not a substitute for a locally 
issued land disturbance permit.



What sites need an ILR10 permit?
• Area to be disturbed is greater than one acre
• Area to be disturbed is less than one acre, but 

part of a larger common plan of development 
that disturbs one or more acres

• Not needed for a stand-alone site if the land 
disturbance is less than one acre (although 
local and/or county permit requirements may 
apply).



Construction Storm Water 
Permit

Permit reissued August 3, 2018
– Expiration date: July 31, 2023
– Several changes were made, many to 

conform to USEPA general permit.



Does your active project need a new permit?

No. The 2018 version replaces the 2013 version of 
the ILR10 permit.

 Owners of construction projects covered by the 2013 ILR10 permit 
must update/revise as necessary the Storm Water Pollution 
Prevention Plan within 12 months of the effective date of the permit 
(by July 31, 2019) to ensure compliance with the new permit.
There is an exception. Projects that will be terminated before July 
31, 2019 do not have to update the SWPPP. This usually applies to 
large subdivisions or other multi-year projects.  



Notice of Intent
The notice of intent (NOI) must be submitted 30 days before you plan 

to start clearing and grubbing. The instructions for filing electronic 

NOIs with a digital signature were revised.



The storm water pollution prevention plan 
(SWPPP) must be submitted electronically to the 
IEPA at this email address:

: epa.constilr10swppp@Illinois.gov

If the SWPPP is not submitted, the date of 
coverage will be delayed

SWPPP Submission

mailto:epa.constilr10swppp@Illinois.gov


Notice of Coverage 

Normally, after 30 days, the Permit Section sends a 
notice of coverage letter. Attached to the letter will 
be a copy of the NOI.

What happens next?



Document Posting
A copy of the notice of coverage letter along with the General NPDES 
Permit for Storm Water Discharges from Construction Site Activities or 
other indication that storm water discharges from the site are covered 
under an NPDES permit shall be posted at the site in a prominent place 
for public viewing (such as alongside a building permit).



SWPPP Location
• The SWPPP should “…be retained at the 

construction site which generates the storm 
water discharge...”

• “If an on-site location is unavailable to keep the 
SWPPP when no personnel are present, notice 
of the plan’s location must be posted near the 
main entrance of the construction site.”



Changes in the SWPPP Requirements

• The plan shall include details or drawings 
that show proper installation of controls 
and BMPs.

• The link for the Illinois Urban Manual was 
updated





Changes in the SWPPP Requirements
Minimize sediment track-out

Where sediment has been tracked-out from your site onto 
paved roads, sidewalks, or other paved areas outside of your 
site, remove the deposited sediment by the end of the same 
business day in which the track-out occurs or by the end of the 
next business day if track-out occurs on a non-business day. 
Remove the track-out by sweeping, shoveling, or vacuuming 
these surfaces, or by using other similarly effective means of 
sediment removal. 
You are prohibited from hosing or sweeping tracked-out 
sediment into any stormwater conveyance, storm drain inlet, or 
Waters of the U.S.



Changes in the SWPPP Requirements

Minimize dust
On areas of exposed soils, minimize the 
generation of dust through the appropriate 
application of water or other dust 
suppression techniques.



Changes in the SWPPP Requirements

Stabilization is not required for exit points 
at linear utility construction sites that are 
used only episodically and for very short 
durations over the life of the project, 
provided other exit point controls are 
implemented to minimize sediment track-
out.



Changes in the SWPPP Requirements
The following requirements apply to protecting storm drain inlets:
a. Install inlet protection measures that remove sediment from 

discharges prior to entry Into any storm drain that carries storm 
water flow from your site to a water of the U.S., provided you have 
authority to access the storm drain inlet: and 

b. Clean, or remove and replace, the protection measures as 
sediment accumulates, the filter becomes clogged, and/or 
performance is compromised. Where there Is evidence of sediment 
accumulation adjacent to the inlet protection measure, remove the 
deposited sediment by the end of the same business day in which it 
is found or by the end of the following business day if removal by 
the same business day is not feasible.



Changes in the SWPPP Requirements

The plan shall ensure that regulated 
hazardous or toxic waste must be stored 
and disposed in accordance with any 
applicable State and Federal regulations. 
(This should also include local disposal 
ordinances.)



Changes in the SWPPP Requirements
Natural Buffers
For any storm water discharges from construction 
activities within 50 feet of Waters of the United States, 
except for activities for water-dependent structures 
authorized by a Section 404 permit, the permittee shall:
a. Provide a 50-foot undisturbed natural buffer between 

the construction activity and the Waters of the United 
States; or

b. Provide additional erosion and sediment controls 
within that area.



Changes to the Site
The SWPPP and site map must be modified within 
7 days of any changes to construction plans, storm 
water controls or other activities at the site that are 
no longer accurately reflected in the SWPPP.



Changes of Project Information
A new notice of intent shall be submitted for any substantial 
modifications to the project such as:

 Contact information

 New contractors

 Area to be disturbed is increased or decreased

 Additional discharges to Waters of the United States

 Other substantial modifications.

How is this done?



Changes to the Project



Authorized Non-Storm Water Discharges

Two new sources were added to the list of 
authorized non-storm water discharges:
• Uncontaminated spring water 
• Uncontaminated groundwater 

discharges



New Special Condition in ILR10
a. Dewatering discharges shall be treated or controlled to 

minimize discharges of pollutants;
b. The discharge shall not include visible floating solids or foam;
c. An oil-water separator or suitable filtration device shall be 

used to treat oil, grease, or other similar products if dewatering 
water is found to contain these materials;

d. To the extent feasible, use vegetated, upland areas of the site 
to infiltrate dewatering water before discharge;

e. Backwash water (water used to backwash/clean any filters 
used as part of storm water treatment) must be properly 
treated or hauled off-site for disposal; and

f. Dewatering treatment devices shall be properly maintained.



ACCEPTABLE DEWATERING



Improper Dewatering 



Additional Maintenance of BMPs

• Where a basin has been installed to control sediment during 
construction activities, the Permittees shall keep the basin(s) 
in effective operating condition and remove accumulated 
sediment as necessary. Sediment shall be removed in 
accordance with the Illinois Urban Manual. Maintenance of 
any sediment basin shall include a post construction clean out 
of accumulated sediment If the basin is to remain [in place for 
storm water detention]. 

• Other erosion and sediment control structures shall be 
maintained and cleaned as necessary to keep structures in 
effective operating condition, including removal of excess 
sediment as necessary.



Review of Inspections
• How often should inspections be conducted at 

permitted sites? 
• How often should a written record prepared of 

the inspections?
• Where should the inspection records be kept?



Changes to Inspection Time Frames

• Areas inaccessible during inspections due 
to flooding or other unsafe conditions shall 
be inspected within 72 hours of becoming 
accessible.

• Any flooding or other unsafe conditions 
that delay inspections shall be 
documented in the inspection report.



Other Inspection Changes
Reduced Inspection Frequency

Inspections may be reduced to once per month when 
construction activities have ceased due to frozen 
conditions.” (when ground and/or air temperatures are 
at or below 32 degrees Fahrenheit). 
Weekly inspections will recommence when construction 
activities are conducted, or if there is a 0.50 inches or 
greater rain event, or a discharge due to snowmelt 
occurs.



Incidence of Non-Compliance

What is the purpose of the ION?



Incidence of Non-Compliance (ION)

The permittee shall notify the appropriate Agency 
Field Operations Section office by email at 
epa.swnoncomp@illinois.gov, telephone, or fax 
within 24 hours of any incidence of noncompliance 
for any violation of the storm water pollution 
prevention plan observed during any inspection 
conducted, or for violations of any condition of this 
permit. 

mailto:epa.swnoncomp@illinois.gov




Incidence of Non-Compliance

The permittee shall complete and submit 
within 5 days an ION report for any 
violation of the storm water pollution 
prevention plan observed during any 
inspection conducted, or for violations of 
any condition of this permit. 



Incidence of Non-Compliance
Submission shall be on forms provided by the Agency 
and include specific information on the cause of 
noncompliance, actions which were taken to prevent 
any further causes of noncompliance, and a statement 
detailing any environmental impact which may have 
resulted from the non-compliance. Corrective actions 
must be undertaken immediately to address the 
identified non-compliance issue(s).



Notice of Termination (NOT)

When should the NOT be submitted?



Notice of Termination

The NOT should be submitted when the site has 
completed final stabilization and all construction 
materials, waste and waste handling devices 
have been removed from the site and properly 
disposed, and when all construction equipment 
has been removed from the site, unless intended 
for long-term use following termination of 
permit coverage.



NOT-Required Information
– Owner info and permit number
– Contact person for permit
– Contractor information
– Construction site name and location
– Permit number
– Latitude and longitude for site
– Date project was completed and finally stabilized!
– Owner signature and date

Can be submitted by mail or electronically



Definition of Final Stabilization
Part 1

• A uniform (e.g. evenly distributed, without large bare 
areas) perennial vegetative cover with a density of 
70 percent of the native background vegetative 
cover for the area has been  established on all 
unpaved areas and areas not covered by permanent 
structures, or

• Equivalent permanent stabilization measures (such 
as the use of riprap, gabions, or geotextiles) have 
been employed.



Definition of Final Stabilization
Part 2

For Individual lots in residential construction, final 
stabilization means that either:

• The homebuilder has completed final stabilization as 
specified above, or 

• The homebuilder has established temporary stabilization 
including perimeter controls for an individual lot prior to 
occupation of the home by the homeowner and informing 
the homeowner of the need for, and benefits of, final 
stabilization.



Contact Information:
holly.hirchert@illinois.gov
217-278-5800

Illinois EPA
2125 S. First Street
Champaign, IL 61820



QUESTIONS?
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