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WELCOME BACK! 2020-2021
#WEGOTTHIS
#INTHISTOGETHER

HSEA WORKS TO CONNECT TEACHERS
WITH TEACHERS WHILE ADVANCING THE
PROFESSION OF TEACHING.
WORDS FROM OUR
PRESIDENT...
Why? If you’re a parent or a teacher, you probably have had the
“why” question lobbed at you on occasion. Why does it have to
be this way? Why do I have to do this? Why not? The list is
in nite! So, for our purposes why join a union? Again, the list is
in nite!
Why? My rst year of teaching I discovered the why. I taught in
an open-space school where I could see (and hear) the many
classrooms in my area. One period a day, I taught by an English
teacher. To protect her identify, I will call her Bernadette.
Why? Bernadette had a 7th period remedial English class that people could describe as “small
but mighty.” Bernadette had a calming presence for kids and just in general. I would describe
her as very Zen. Everyday I heard and saw Bernadette demonstrate how to be a great teacher.
Like me, she was a rst year instructor at the junior high, but unlike me she had seven years of
teaching experience from a different school under her belt.
Why? The Friday before spring break, Bernadette received notice that she was being red. We
had the same prep period, and she asked me to represent her in a meeting with the principal. I
told Bernadette that many people in the building had much more experience in teacher
representation since I had zero at that time. Bernadette indicated she found me a good
listener. She reiterated that all that I needed to do was to take good notes. So, I said yes. In
doing so, I cemented my union membership forever.
Why? I took notes. We ended coming back after school to continue the meeting. I had seven
pages of notes double sided--fourteen handwritten notes in total. Bernadette took my notes
and gave them to the Indiana State Teachers Association (ISTA). My notes were then used to
help secure a monetary settlement for Bernadette along with her job reinstatement if desired.
Bernadette used the money to go to law school. She eventually became a lawyer and then
later a judge.
Why? I saw a system that railroaded a great teacher for kids out of a building basically
because she was divorced without children. The other English teachers other than me were
married with children and discussed them constantly. Bernadette instead chose to spend time

with the German teacher who was also divorced without children. Therefore, administration
labeled Bernadette as not being a “team player.”
Why? In my notes, one of the items mentioned by the principal as a reason for Bernadette’s
dismissal indicated she showed a lm about Dr. Martin Luther King on his birthday whereas
the other English teachers did not. The principal used that to show that he saw Bernadette
was not a team player.
Why? As I indicated, a happy ending happened eventually for Bernadette. In fact, decades later,
I ran into her at a function while I was in Law School that she also attended. We chatted about
how her life changed due to union membership.
Why? My life forever changed when I represented Bernadette. I will always be a member.
Thanks to those of you who have joined me in membership. I encourage the remainder of you
to “join now” so that you can be a part of our HSEA/ISTA/NEA team.

MEMBER SPOTLIGHTS!

THE FOLLOWING HSEA MEMBERS
REPRESENTED US AT THE NEA-RA THIS
SUMMER IN JULY! IT WAS DEFINITELY A
DIFFERENT TIME, ALL VIRTUAL, NO
TRAVELING TO COLORADO TO GATHER AS
A UNIT, BUT, STILL UNIFIED VIRTUALLY!
HERE'S THEIR STORIES!
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Delegate Ben Yoder (Hamilton Southeastern Intermediate Junior High Association Rep)
The 2020 NEA Virtual Representative Assembly was unlike any other I’ve attended! Even
though delegates didn’t gather in person, we still completed the important business of our
association. In preparation for some important votes (made this year by mail), we heard about
and debated NEA’s strategic plan and budget for the upcoming year and heard from candidates
for leadership positions within the organization. We also heard from NEA’s Executive Director,
Kim Anderson, about the importance of being engaged citizens who can organize and ght for
what’s right for our students, our schools, and ourselves. We saw examples of associations
all across the country (including Indiana!) who have organized and mobilized to push back on
state legislators who don’t understand and value what we do and why it’s so important to our
kids and our communities. And, we bid farewell to NEA’s current president, Lily Eskelsen
Garcia who is ending her term in the upcoming months Having attended many NEA

Representative Assemblies in person and knowing how they normally run, I was a bit nervous
about condensing the process down into a virtual two days. I was pleasantly surprised and
pleased to nd, however, that all the things that make the RA such a fantastic and incredible
exercise in democracy remained, even virtually. And, I got to enjoy it all from the comfort of
my own couch!
New Delegate Craig Frawley (Fall Creek Junior High--Bargaining Team Member)
With this being my rst NEA RA (I’ve attended multiple ISTA RAs), I wasn’t entirely sure what to
expect. COVID-19 has changed the way we do things in this country, so I was apprehensive
about attending a virtual RA with nearly 8,000 educators across the country. I was blown away
by the amount of work the Executive Committee put into planning such an amazing event.
From enthralling speakers down to the nitty gritty of o cial business, I was engaged the entire
time.
Highlights:
-Hearing from pro-educator politicians and celebrities such as Joe Biden, Michelle Obama,
Trevor Noah, Nancy Pelosi, Hillary Clinton, and many others
-Listening to Joe Biden as he answered questions from members and engaged the NEA with
policy to strengthen public education (both for educators and students)
-Hearing from outgoing NEA president Lily Eskelsen Garcia and her many accomplishments
and advocacy work to strengthen the NEA and its power over the last six years
-Hearing multiple rst-hand accounts of teachers who strengthened their classrooms and
relationships with their students in the face of COVID-19
-Listening to how our dues are spent to better the engagement of NEA on a national level

Delegate Janet Chandler (Hamilton Southeastern High School--HSEA President)
As a longtime delegate to the NEA Representative Assembly, I wondered how messages
would be conveyed in a virtual world from my computer that I kept relocating to various areas
of my home. It was empowering! Of necessity, many differences occurred from from past RAs.
I remember once in Los Angeles as a delegate in the 1990s, the teacher who was with me
really wanted to see have a celebrity sighting. That year, we did have an actress and a news
anchor speak to us in person. This year, the celebrity videos kept coming: Common the rapper,
Daveed Diggs from Hamilton, former First Lady Michelle Obama along with a smattering of
politicians from both political parties. Their messages resonated appreciation for the job we
do as teachers. It was most heartening to hear. NEA shared a link to the organization
https://www.whenweallvote.org/ that folks can visit. If you are a celebrity watcher like my
friend, they have a one- minute video to introduce the many celebrity co-chairs for the
movement. Annually, NEA presents a Friend of Education Award. Greta Thunberg of Sweden
received this year’s accolade for her international work on climate change. As a teacher of
high school age children, I remain so impressed by her accomplishments. (Also, as a side
note, verify your own voter registration status at www.Indianavoters.com)
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Delegate Johnny Walker (Fall Creek Intermediate Association Rep)
I enjoyed the RA. I knew it would not be as exciting as being in another city with thousands of
our fellow members, but it was still fun. They tried to keep the energy going. I liked how they
included the usual inspirational videos. The budget debate via phone was interesting; it was
neat to see how they were going to pull off a debate. I loved watching Stacey Abrams give the
invocation, and I really enjoyed hearing from VP Biden and watching him answer member
questions. It was great to see video of our Red for Ed rally. It was very moving to see Lilly's
family and former students on video thanking her for her hard work and years of service. Her
mom is such a sweet lady. My favorite parts were the cameos from many members of
Congress and others popping in to show their support.
New Delegate Emily McGill (HSE High School Association Rep)
Despite not being able to meet in person, the NEA RA was still powerful and inspiring. In
particular, NEA Executive Director Kim Anglin Anderson’s speech stood out to me, reminding
us on how we can act in our classroom to ght for racial and social justice to better our
community and our country. I highly recommend listening to her remarks, especially this year.
Candidate videos, especially those of Educational Support Professionals, showcased how
many people impact a school and the lives of students, and how the ght for better education
for all students is ongoing, hard, but so, so worth the ght. I am proud to have been able to
vote for the next round of leaders of an organization that works to improve education for all
students and to represent HSEA.

HSEA OFFICERS 2020-2021
President - Janet Chandler
Executive Vice-President - Abby Taylor
Vice-President Membership & Elections - Megan Ewing
Vice-President of Community Engagement - Carolyn Porzuczek
Vice-President Communications&Public Relations - Leslie
Brown
Treasurer - Greg Hartman
Secretary - Erin Green
Welcome to our new o cers, Greg and Erin! We're super lucky
to have you both!

AR Meetings this year, at this time, will all be held virtually!
We'll be meeting from 4-4:45 on the following dates:
Wednesday August 26th
Wednesday September 23rd
Wednesday November 18th
Wednesday January 13th
Wednesday March 24th
Wednesday May 12th

KEEP IN THE KNOW! CLICK HERE TO SEE
WHAT'S HAPPENING WITH ISTA - OUR
STATE ASSOCIATION!
Click the words above, and then go EXPLORE! Awesome
resources, news to keep up with, and events that are occurring!
ISTA is here for YOU! UTILIZE the resources!

ISTA SPECIFIC
INFORMATION IN REGARDS
TO THE CORONAVIRUS
OUTBREAK!
By clicking the words above - this will take you directly to the
page on our ISTA website that is speci c to the coronavirus pandemic, and information that
may be helpful to us all!

WE CONTINUE TO BE REDFORED PROUD!
SO MANY HSE STAFF HAVE PULLED
TOGETHER AND DISPLAYED THEIR TRUE
RED COLORS THROUGHOUT THE YEAR!
WAY TO GO!
CHECK THIS OUT!
Of course, on Wednesdays we wear red! However, after
conversations with Dr. Bourff, the following rst Wednesdays of
the month will be wear your red and JEANS! WOOHOO!
Remember, we wear red EVERY Wednesday, but, on the
following dates, you may also wear jeans! Thank you Dr. Bourff!
WEAR RED AND JEANS Wednesdays:
September 2nd
October 7th
November 4th
December 2nd
January 6th
February 3rd
March 3rd
May 5th

ISTA NEW FACEBOOK GROUP - ISTA ED
TALK
ISTA has created a wonderful new resource on Facebook! We encourage everyone to join the
group, and make sure to answer the 3 very easy questions as you join! Teachers from around
the state are helping moderate the group, and post information that would be of interest to any
and all of this! Topics are listed for posts - which makes it easy to search out what you need!
Please let us know if you have any questions! Join now, if you haven't already!

Just spreading the news and making sure you are all following
HSEA on Twitter, @HSEAteachersHSE, or on our Facebook
Page: Hamilton Southeastern Education Association! Feel free
to click on the Twitter and Facebook links below - should take
you directly to our pages, if you're signed in to your accounts!

Please also remember to sign-up for our REMIND updates by
following the information on the link below! Just click on the word REMIND! We hope to see
you all there!

THIS IS YOUR NEWSLETTER TOO!
In the coming newsletters, remember, anyone who is a HSEA member is welcome to make a
submission, or send information that you would like to see in the newsletter!
We will also be continuing to do the "member spotlight," so, if you'd like to nominate a
member, or want to write something yourself, please let us know!
Send any submission, articles, etc. to: hseateachers@yahoo.com

JOIN US ON TWITTER
@HSEATEACHERSHSE
JOIN US ON FACEBOOK BY SEARCHING
FOR HAMILTON SOUTHEASTERN
EDUCATION ASSOCIATION...AND LIKE OUR
PAGE!
NEA MEMBER BENEFITS!
Updates on COVID-19 Financial Relief
From student debt to taxes to monthly bills, coronavirus is
affecting your nances. This round-up can help you nd the
information you need now. Click on the link above "NEA
Member Bene ts!"

WE'RE DOING WHAT WE CAN TO MAKE IT
THE BEST YEAR EVER! THANKS TO ALL,
FOR YOUR CONTINUED EFFORTS,
THINKING OUTSIDE THE BOX, AND
GIVING IT YOUR ALL! WE WILL MAKE IT
WORK, WE'LL WORK HARD, AND WE'LL
GET THROUGH IT TOGETHER!

If We Treated Teachers Like Pro Athletes - Key & Peele

