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How Would 
the Gas 
Plant Impact
Our 
Community? 

Dramatically alter “rural” nature of the 
community

Air pollution harmful to human health

Increased traffic, noise and lights

Possible groundwater impacts

Decreased property values 



“There will be no visible emissions.” 
 -- Ned Ross, Sandow Lakes Energy Vice President, 
speaking at Blue Neighborhood Watch meeting in July. 



Some of the non-visible
pollutants 

(in tons-per-year) 
compiled by TCEQ

from SLE’s 
air permit application

• NOx (ozone)                                                    
249.1323 

• PM (particulate matter)                             
151.3952 

• SO2 (sulfur dioxide)                                      
49.3648 

• Volatile Organic Compounds                  
87.9680

• H2SO4 (sulfuric acid)                                 
75.5716

• CO2 (carbon dioxide)                       
3,911,679.92

• CO (carbon monoxide)                           
161.3595



• Air emissions include nitrogen oxides, 
volatile organic compounds and 
particulate matter. 

• These emissions can cause respiratory 
diseases, cardiovascular problems, 
lung cancer and premature death in 
nearby communities.  

• They can also worsen asthma, 
especially in children and the elderly. 

--Sources:  American Lung Association and Natural 
Library of Medicine

Facts about 
air pollution 
from natural 
gas power 
generation: 



Austin, Tx Air Quality

Air emissions from Sandow Lakes Energy’s gas plant
could impact the Austin area’s ability to meet

federal air pollution standards for ozone (nitrogen oxides) 
and particulate matter. 



WHO IS
BEHIND

THE GAS
POWER
PLANT?  

Xebec Realty, a Dallas-based 
real estate development 
company
CEO Randy Kendrick
www.xebecrealty.com

SLR Property I LP, a part of 
Xebec, owns Sandow Lakes 
Ranch
Tommy Hodges, COO Sandow 
Lakes Ranch

Sandow Lakes Energy 
Company LLC  
(SL Energy Power Plant I, LLC)
Ned Ross, Vice President

http://www.xebecrealty.com/


“If the gas plant 
doesn’t get built there, 
housing developments 

will come in.” 

“There’s nothing 
you can do to stop 
it. So, you might as 

well go home!”“The state has 
already approved 

the gas plant.”

WHAT DOES SLE SAY?



Steps We’ve Taken So Far to “Move the Gas Plant”
• 20-member Steering Committee to develop & carry out 

strategies
• Fundraising Committee & began fundraising
• “Move the Gas Plant” website & Facebook page
• Reached out to allies in Austin area & across the state.
• Hired an Austin environmental law firm to represent us.   
• Law firm has requested the TCEQ require a “contested 

case hearing” over the air permit.
• At our request, Sen. Kolkhorst and Rep. Gerdes both 

asked the TCEQ to conduct a “public meeting,” in 
Lexington, over the SLE’s air permit application.

• Submitted a resolution to Lee County Commissioners 
Court for their consideration.



“Move the Gas Plant”

Steering
Committee

• Lynn Cain
•  Clark Johnson 
• Rachel Cain Bailey
• David Goodwin
• Lisa Moore
• Sylvia Soto
• Cathy Campbell
• Ed Harvey  
• Trish Siler
• Donna Westbrook

• Travis Brown
• Jeri Matthys
• Michele Gangnes
• Hugh Brown
• Sheril Smith
• Georgia Canfield
• Don Goerner
• Serena Formby
• Ward Taylor
• Mariah Holton



Resolution submitted by
“Move the Gas Plant” 
Steering Committee
to County Judge 

A simple, reasonable, feasible 
and defensible resolution:
• SLE’s gas plant should NOT 

be located in the Blue 
community.

• It should and could be 
located at the site of the 
old Alcoa smelter and coal 
plants. 



Lee County Judge 
Frank Malinak, 
Lexington Leader, 
Sept. 26, 2024 

“I will never trade pollution for money, 

but if our investigation confirms that this 

proposed natural gas plant is clean and 

without most of the accused pollution 

affects, but will be a benefit to our 

residents and our county with increased 

property tax revenue that could help 

lead to lowering of the property tax of 

our individual property owners, we will 

consider that a win for everyone.”



Why company says it 
can’t move gas plant:  
o Laying longer pipe to connect to 

fuel source would be costly.
o Gas plant “would not fit in” with 

plans for Sandow Lakes Ranch. 
o Restrictive property covenant 

with Vistra (Luminant) prohibits 
gas plant from being built at 
Sandow Lakes Ranch. 



History of Sandow Lakes 
Ranch Property 

• For more than 60 years, home to one 
of world’s largest aluminum smelters

• Alcoa’s smelter was powered by two 
coal plants that operated with virtually 
zero pollution controls

• Coal plants were powered by lignite 
from surrounding Sandow strip-mine

• Lignite is a cheap grade of coal that 
contains high levels of mercury, 
cadmium and other heavy metals 



Excerpt from 2019 
Texas Tribune 
article regarding 
contamination at 
Sandow Lakes 
Ranch:  

Sandow Lakes Ranch was 
“once part of a strip mine, 
where each year the company 
removed enough dirt and coal to 
fill the Panama Canal and 
buried coal ash containing 
toxic heavy metals under 
hundreds of acres. The 
‘pristine lakes’ on the property 
are man-made features that 
once collected acidic mine 
waste.”



“There is ample contamination out there.”
-- Steve Young, hydrologist for Post Oak Savannah Groundwater 

Conservation District, during his June 11, 2024, presentation to the 
district board on groundwater contamination at Sandow Lakes Ranch.



Toxic heavy metals have leached into at 
least 10 water wells on Sandow Lakes 
Ranch property.

Heavy metals also found in coal ash 
dump sites on property. 

Concentrations of arsenic, mercury, 
cobalt and lithium are well over federal 
limits for human consumption. 

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY-ND

https://energynews.us/2023/05/18/epas-long-awaited-new-coal-ash-rules-tackle-legacy-ash-but-loopholes-remain/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nd/3.0/


Intera slide 3 



Intera slide 4 



Excerpt from 
Sandow Lakes 
Energy press 
release announcing 
proposed gas plant 

“The legacy coal facilities 
and industrial facilities 
are…being partially 
demolished and repurposed, 
paving the way for the more 
contemporary and 
progressive combined cycle 
power plant.”  



Headlines from Media Coverage
of Gas Plant Announcement 

“A 1,200-megawatt natural gas plant is 
coming to the 31,000-acre site of a 
former aluminum smelter in Milam 
County” 
– Austin Business Journal. 

“New power company to build natural 
gas plant near Rockdale.”
 – Fox 7 News Austin

“Natural gas power plant planned in 
former Texas coal town home to bitcoin 
miners.” 
– Houston Chronicle



Quotes by 
Elected Officials 
In Sandow Lakes 
Energy Press 
Release 

“For the citizens of the region, losing 
Alcoa after 6 decades of 
manufacturing was a blow to the 
entire region.  But with the advent of 
Sandow Lakes, the folks living here 
have renewed enthusiasm for the 
area, their families and for the future.” 
-State Rep. Stan Gerdes

“…I’m pleased to host this new 
natural gas plant in Lee County.  This 
is exciting news for the future of our 
region…”
-State Sen. Lois Kolkhorst 



How You Can Help 

 Stay informed!

  Visit www.movethegasplant.org & sign up 
for updates by filling out the  “contact us” form.

 Donate Money!
  You can donate through Paypal by clicking on the 

“Donate” tab on the website above.
 Better yet, send a check payable to

Move the Gas Plant,
P.O. Box 286
Lexington, TX 78947

http://www.movethegasplant.org/


Make Your 
Voice Heard!

Call or email Lee County Judge Frank Malinak 
and tell him you want the commissioners court to 
pass the Move the Gas Plant resolution.
 frank.malinak@co.lee.tx.us – (979) 542-3178

mailto:frank.malinak@co.lee.tx.us


Make Your 
Voice Heard!

Call or email State Sen. Lois Kolkhorst and State 
Rep. Stan Gerdes and ask them to tell the TCEQ that 
the gas plant should NOT be built in our community.  
Instead, it should move to the old Alcoa site.
 lois.kolkhorst@senate.texas.gov – (512) 463-0118
stan.gerdes@house.texas.gov – (512) 463-0682

mailto:lois.kolkhorst@senate.texas.gov
mailto:stan.gerdes@house.texas.gov


Excerpt of letter State 
Sen. Lois Kolkhorst 
sent to Fayette County 
citizens regarding 
proposed wind farm:

“This wind farm will have 
long term impacts to some of 
the most beautiful lands in 
Fayette County and could 
have negative financial 
impact to surrounding 
landowners due to potential 
property devaluation.” 

--Fayette County Record May 24, 2024 



Question:
Where does this 
gas plant belong? 

Answer:  
At the site of the old 
Alcoa smelter and coal 
plants in Milam County.

Not in rural Lee County!
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