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Turkish Tunes... A charming evening in Abdulhussein Abdulreda Theatre
GOksel Baktagir and his band captivated
hearts with 20 musical pieces

By Mohammed Jumaa

For two hours, the audience experienced a dreamy musical
evening titlted “ Turkish Tunes’ presented to them by
theinternational artist Goksel Baktagir and his band on
Abdulhussein Abdulreda Theatre as part of Al-Qurain Cultural
Festival’s 28th session’s events. The evening witnessed a
large outcome that enjoyed 20 unique pieces composed by

the renowned Turkish artist. The evening was graced by the
presence of the Secretary-General of the National Council

of Culture, Arts, and Letters, Dr. Mohammed Al-Jassar, and
the Assistant Secretary-General for the Arts Sector Musaed
Al-Zamel, and a number of the council’s department heads
alongside members of the diplomatic scene in Kuwait.

The evening began with honoring the Turkish

artist GokselBaktagir, followed by speech given by Sarkan Haki
on behalf of the behalf of the band expressing his joy at meeting
the Kuwaiti audiences and his gratitude at being a part of an
esteemed cultural festival, considered one of the most integral
cultural and artistic scenes in the region.

The musical evening wasin full swing with Baktagir playing
aspecia piece on the Zither while his band members played
the clarinet, and then they were joined by all other band
members, giving the audiences the most sensational Turkish
tunes preformed on Eastern instruments joined with the

piano. Gokselcharmed the audience with his skill with the

instruments and the spectacular harmony of various instruments.

Variety was the main thing taken away from this evening,
especially because Baktigar chose a beautiful selection of
pieces where he employed every musical scales. Silencefell on
Abdulhussein Abdulreda Theatre as music danced in the halls

thanks to the talented Turkish musician and his band, and the
enthusiastic applause between each piece was the only sound
cutting through the silence.

And Baktagir preformed an acoustic piece called “Kuwait”,
and he also preformed “Kuwaiti Boshiya” and another acoustic
piecetitled “ Strange.” Goksel Baktagir surprised audiences with
consistent playing, where he preformed pieces such as “Pure
Love, My Beloved, Waved, Love, Memory Notebook, Men of
Fire,” all while using classical Turkish musical templates.

The Turkish musician used this evening to transform classical
Turkish templates through using plenty of musical instruments
to find different methods to produce the traditional piece so it
would have its own individual identity. That would solidify him
as a pioneer of promoting the Turkish music scene and ancient
Turkish music heritage.

There is no doubt that the production of the famous Turkish
artist, who filled the world with such diversity and passion,
indicates that he is one of those who wrote an important history
of Turkish music, which made its way to the hearts of all.

And Goksel wasn’t just satisfied with presenting music with
his band, but he was joined with singer Hamdi who gave his
melodious voice to preform three songsin Turkish, making the
audience that came specifically for this type of unique music
buzz with excitement.

Goksel Baktagir was born in Kirklareli in 1966, and began

to learn music at 8-years-old under the supervision of his
father Mudhafar Baktagir. In 1983 he joined the musical
institute of Istanbul Technical University, and after his
graduation in 1988 he began his postgraduate studies at the
same university.
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The show took place as part of the 28th Al-Qurain Cultural Festival’s events.

Culture and Mongolian Arts... Materliaze in song and
performance on Abdulhussin Abdulreda Theatre

By: Medhat Allam

Abdulhussein Abdulreda theatre in Salmiya
was graced by the presencerand performances of
the Mongolian Grand National Art Theater as part of
the festivities of the 28th Al-QurainCultural Festival
organized by the National Council of Culture, Arts, and
Letters.

And the Mongolian troupe — which had been touring
corners of the world including China, The United States,
Hungary, Germany, and more, to spread the colorful
cultural heritage of their country — landed in Kuwait
to present their diverse show, which included folklore-
lan scenes, a musical, and dance performances that is
uniquely and traditionally Mongolian.

The audience —which consisted of Kuwaitis and Arab
and Mongolian expats — witnessed these old and new
artisticperformances, which included classical musical
pieces played by a band in traditional garments, and live
performances of scenes from Shakespeare’s plays.

The performances were accompanied by light shows
of art pieces and Mongolian nature scenes to add realism
to them. The musical band used string, rhythmic, and
pipe instruments and plenty of others.

During the dance show, the female dancers wore
colorful grand outfits and a high vertical headpiece,
therefor the agility played an integral role in capturing
the audiences’ attentions to the body’s movements
and its expressions to tell the story of a homeland. It
narrated key events in the history of the country(whose
capital is the city of Sofia) and is one of the oldest
countries in the continent of Europe, as it was founded
in the seventh century AD. Historically, it intersects
with important routes starting from Northern and
Eastern Europe, reaching the Mediterranean Basin, and
from Western and Central Europe, finally reaching the
Middle East.

Another segment included a Mongolian singer
performing a song that showcased the modernity
of his country through lyrics and melody and vocal
performance.

Then the troupe gave a performance that highlighted
the importance of horses for the Mongolian community,
in war times and in current, peaceful times. Instruments
were used to mimic the sounds of horses’ neighing and
hooves against the ground while they sprinted or trotted.
This specific segment pleased the audience as they were
impressed by how the instruments accurately mimicked
the distinct noises.

Another  piece showcased the  ways  of
hospitality in Mongolianfamilies through rhythmic
movements with very intricate details.

In another traditional musical segment, the troupe
performed a song that honored the heroic triumphs and
battles of the war times, and how these stood for the
fierce and ardent protection of the homeland.

Another musical performance displayed the
traditional Mongolian garments worn by women,
shimmering with beautiful, traditional colors, and
headpieces with various shapes and sizes worn in
multiple ways.

Apiecenarratedthestrugglebetweenwarriors through
expressive dance that displayed the violence, strength,
and agility of those fighters.

Then came an operatic performance by a talented
performer who used his strong voice to sing alongside
the music being played. It was a difficult scale, but with
his talent, he made it seem breezy.

One of the Mongolian artists impersonated Michael
Jackson on stage, dancing to one of his more known
songs, but adding a local flair to it so it would have its
own Mongolian touch.

A performance about taming horses took place where
performers used a variety of movements to music to
fully translate this artistic scene and give it a touch of
reality.

Consecutive performances took place that fully gave
the audience a touch of the Mongolian community,
its culture and traditions, its art and long history, their
vision of the future, andtheir integration into modernity
in every way, shape, or form.
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Mexican Mariachi Evening on
Abdulhussein Abdulreda Theatre

By Shahad Kamal

The audience of Abdulhussein Abdulreda were blown
away by the tunes of a Mexican Mariachi band in the
concert conducted by the National Council of Culture,
Arts, and Letters as part of the festivities of the 28th Al-
Qurain Cultural Festival.

And the band Mariachi Romatitlan that consists of
11 members performed, in front of the large audience
of the theater, folk songs on stringed instrumental
melodies and various dances, including the “Mexican
Hat Dance” which is considered worldwide as one of
the known Mexican folk dances. Mexico and its people
are immensely proud of these songs and this music and
these lyrical pieces and they consider it artistic heritage
to be passed down generation by generation. The band
members looked incredible, with the men dressed in
traditional clothing of large hands and leather boots
and accessories while the women were dressed colorful
dresses with intricate patterns.

Mariachi bands are traditional Mexican bands that
date back 1983 and are known worldwide in Italy and
Europe in the genre of folk music.

And this band considers its expressive musical style
as an amalgamation of instruments and unique singing
voices that produces unique music to the world. This type
of music is what many Mexicans hold dear and view a
symbol of their cultural heritage and their pride. Itisworth
noting that in 2011, the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) added
Mariachi music to the list of significant musical heritage
in order to preserve it.
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