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"Al- Qurain First
Cultural Festival"
Schedule
(23NOV-22DEC 1994)

Date Activity Place Time Activity Place Time
Wednesday | 23/11/1994 Official Inauguration Fair Ground Gallery (6) P.M.5.30
Thursday | 24/11/1994 Inauguration of Folklore Ensembles g = Fair Ground P.M.4.00 TV group Institutes For Special Education | PM. 7.30
Friday |25/11/1994 52 A French Drama Dasmeh theater PM.8.00
Saturday |26/11/1994 % §-=
Sunday | 27/11/1994 Poetry Recital ﬁi% Fair Cround Gallery (2) P.M.5.30
Monday | 28/11/1994 Evening with the "Higher Institute of music gv Institutes For Special Education | PM.5.30 KFAS Awards KFAS, Al-Sharq PM.7.00
Tuesday |29/11/1994 Children Chorus Institutes for Special Education | PM.8.00
Wednesday | 30/11/1994 Poetry Recital Fair Ground Gallery (2) PM5.30 Children Chorus Institutes for Special Education | PM.8.00
Thursday | 1/12/1994 Evening with the "Higher Institute of Theatrical Arts. Dasmeh Theater P.M6.00 Children Chorus Institutes for Special Education | PM.8.00
Saturday | 3/12/1994 | Symposium/ The Economic Investment of hand made articraft. ps § Fair Ground Gallery (2) P.M.6.00 Guitar Councert Institutes For Special Education | PM.8.00
Sunday | 4/12/1994 Poetry Recital gi Fair Ground Gallery (2) P.M.6.00 Guitar Concert Institutes For Special Education | PM.8.00
Monday | 5/12/1994 Awards for Students + University Music Evening £ § Institutes For Special Education | P.M.6.00
Tuesday | 6/12/1994 Kuwaiti Artists of Plastic Arts (to 13/12/1994) Ahmad Al-Adawani's Gallery | P.M.6.00
Wednesday | 7/12/1994 Lecture /The History of Islam in the East of Europe Writer's Association P.M.6.00 The Play " Al-Nawakheda" Dasmeh Theater P.M.8.00
Thursday | 8/12/1994 Symposium on Kuwait Position Among Old Civilisations Writer's Association P.M.6.00 The Play " Al-Nawakheda" Dasmeh Theater PM.8.00
Friday | 9/12/1994 #00 o5 P s {eie
Saturday |10/12/1994 | Lecture on the History of Kuwait and the Kuwaiti - Russian Relations Faculty OF Letters (Shuweikh) | P.M.6.00 Classical Evening (Cezarie) | Institutes For Special Education | P.M.8.00
Sunday | 11/12/1994 Seminars (Morning & Evening Sessions) Meridian Hotel Classical Evening (Cezarie) | Institutes For Special Education | PM.8.00
Monday | 12/12/1994 Seminars (am. + pm.) Meridian Hotel
Tuesday |13/12/1994 Seminars (am. + pm.) Meridian Hotel Moroco Heritage Troupe (Andalusian)| Institutes For Special Education | P.M.8.00
Wednesday | 14/12/1994 Symposium on Andalusion singing and Music Kuwiat University, Faculty of Letters. | P.M.6.00 | Moroco Heritage Troupe (Andalusian)| Institutes For Special Education | PM.8.00
Thursday |15/12/1994 American Artist's Exhibition Ahmad Al-Adawani's Gallery | P.M.6.00 | Moroco Heritage Troupe (Andalusian)| Institutes For Special Education | P.M.8.00
Fridey |16/12/1994 | = L BT el S SRR
Saturday |17/12/1994 Caricature Exhitition (to 22/12) s Institutes For Special Education | P.M.6.00 The Occupation Trench (A Play) Dasmeh Theater
Sunday | 18/12/1994 Verses by an Arab Poet (Abd. Bardouni) %g Institutes For Special Education | P.M.6.00 |  The Occupation Trench (A Play) Dasmeh Theater PM.8.00
Monday | 19/12/1994 Eé Al-Gazira Al-Khadra P.M4.00 Bahrain's Al-Ajras Troupe | Institutes For Special Education | PM.8.00
Tuesday |20/12/1994 ﬁ; Al-Gazira Al-Khadra P.M4.00 Bahrain's Al-Ajras Troupe Institutes For Special Education | PM.8.00
Wednesday | 21/12/1994 EE Al-Gazira Al-Khadra P.M.4.00 Bahrain's Al-Ajras Troupe Institutes For Special Education | PM.8.00
thursday | 22/12/1994 End of Festivities/ Folklore & Singing = Institutes For Special Education | P.M.7.00




o Literature: (7 Prizes) distributed in the following manner: poetry, play-
writing, short story, novel, children's literature, linguistic studies, literary
and arts critiques as well as editing manuscripts and translation.

Needless to say,the National Library of Kuwait plays a central role in providing

a sound cultural and intellectual atmosphere in Kuwait. In achieving its

objectives, the Kuwait National Library takes up the following responsibilities:

1. To supervise the legal deposit system and the copyright system to ensure the

protection of intellectual, literary, scientific and technical innovations. :

2. To prepare the National Union Catalogue which primarily includes the

national heritage, the national intellectual publications and all other published

materials available in libraries and various ministries, institutions, public
authorities and organizations, and which provide the necessary information
services.

3. To—establish and develop a National Electronic Integrated Information

System in order to provide and coordinate the services of libraries and the

related information centers in Kuwait.

The National Library represents the State of Kuwait in all institutions, scientific

and vocational authorities and councils on national, Arabic and international

levels.

13. Organizin; nferen n inars:

The NCCAL hosts every year a number of conferences which tackle a wide

variety of subjects on the local, Arab and international levels, rendering Kuwait

one of the important cultural centers in the Arab world.

14, The Performing Arts:

The NCCAL extends its full help and protection to the Performing Arts

movement in Kuwait. This takes many forms, including the sponsorship of

Kuwaiti plays and performances in Arab capitals as well as hosting Arab

theatrical groups in Kuwait, The 'National Kuwaiti Group' is a serious (and

experimental) undertaking encouraged by the National Council for Culture and

Arts.

15. International Activities:

Driven by the firm belief that culture plays an important role in strengthening

the ties of understanding between the nations of the world in the interest of

world peace, the NCCAL is thus eager to participate in International Book

Fairs in major world capitals.

And in order to promote the cultural and scientific cooperation between Kuwait
and other countries the NCCAL signed a number of Cultural Agreements with
many countries.

Moreover,the Secretary General of the NCCAL represents Kuwait in the

International Committee for Promoting Culture (1988-1997). This is a

committee composed of 36 member states of the Unesco and was elected by its
General Assembly.

The NCCAL is Also an active participant in the Arab League Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (ALECSO) . The NCCAL hosted the
ALECSO Committee which prepared the Master Plan for Arab Culture. This
plan was the ALECSO's contribution to the International Decade for Cultural
Development.

On the other hand, the NCCAL supports many cultural centers worldwide that
focus their attention on Islamic culture. The most important among such centers
being "L'institut du Monde Arabe" in Paris, which is a remarkable Arab-
French undertaking based in Paris, and which aims at introducing the western
individual to Arab culture and heritage.

The original idea was a French-Kuwaiti one and the Institute was officially
opened in 1987. Among its varied activities is the organisation of lectures,
debates, seminars and exhibitions; the teaching of Arabic language, and
hosting  various musical, and theatrical performances from the Arab world. Its
library contains more than 30,000 volumes.

In 1993, one and a half million guests visited the Institute.

In addition to this, the NCCLA is an active participant in the Institute of Islamic
Science in  Frankfurt. Its formidable library contains original Arabic

manuscripts in various scientific fields which demonstrate the scientific

contributions of the Arabs and Muslims to world civilization.

The Institute publishes a magazine on the history of Islamic and Arabic
Science, in addition to publishing over 500 volumes of demonstrated Arabic
and scientific Islamic manuscripts.
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Every year, the NCCAL organises a varied program for the Formative Arts,
ranging from solo to collective Arts Exhibitions. In addition , the NCCLA
hosts artists of international repute on its own expense.

In addition, the NCCAL encourages and sponsors Kuwaiti Artists by granting
them every facility to exhibit their works in the Arab and world capitals,and
particularly in International Fairs.

6. Islamic and Arabic 'Heri le

The NCCAL devotes an importarit part of its activities to preserving and
promoting Islamic and Arabic 'heritage'. The NCCAL is guided by a firm
belief in the importance of Arabic and Islamic 'heritage' not only to the Islamic
world but to the world at large. For this purpose, the National Council founded
in 1979 a huge library which now contains more than 25,000 manuscripts -
ranging from original to copies, in the scientific and literary fields.Some of
these manuscripts are at least 900 years old.

In addition to this library, the NCCAL also edits heritage manuscripts. Up to
now more than 20 of the most famous manuscripts have been edited, some of
them dating back to the 4th century AD .

7. The Library of Music:

The NCCAL has given its devoted attention to music and musical heritage in
general, This musical library specialises in collecting and recording the Arabic
musical manuscripts and heritage anywhere in the world and throughout
different historical periods.

The Library of Music now proudly owns a huge number of musical
manuscripts and recordings which have been collected in all Arab countries;
from the Arabian Gulf to Morocco. The library also maintains a museum of
rare musical instruments, including a large number of exceptional string
instruments which were collected in different parts of the Middle and Far
East,from Persia, Pakistan and Afghanistan to Algeria and Morocco.

8. Cultural Weeks:

The NCCAL introduced the idea of holding Cultural Weeks in Kuwait as a
means of acquainting the different countries of the world to Kuwait and life in
it and also to introduce the Kuwaiti public to the culture and arts of the other
nations,in the hope of strengthening the ties of friendship and cooperation
between the peoples of the world. Among the activities of the Cultural Weeks
is to organise Book Fairs and Arts Exhibitions, as well as displays of local
embroideries, costumes, and crafts. In addition, musical concerts, plays and
lectures are held. The NCCAL organised a number of Cultural Weeks in many

Arab, European and African Capitals, and has so far hosted a number of
Cultural Weeks from Arab and European countries.

9 sorship of Kuwaiti writers and artists:

In order to enrich and enhance the cultural and intellectual atmosphere of
Kuwait, the NCCAL encourages artists and writers in the various literary fields
by printing and publishing their works on its own expense, and henceforward
by buying and circulating a big quantity of their published works.

In the field of the Formative Arts too the NCCAL also encourages artists by
buying their paintings and objects of art. The NCCAL now owns a large
number of collected works and these form the nucleus of a Contemporary Arts
Museum in Kuwait,

The avowed philosophy of the NCCAL is to encourage Kuwaiti talented
individuals.For this purpose it organises a yearly contest for High School
children. This contest aims at discovering gifted children at an early stage so
that they can be provided with the opportunity to continue their creative work.
The NCCAL also initiated a program for sabbatical leave for writers and
artists. This is done by providing those who need it with absence of leave
(conditional on the Council's approval) from their respective places of work. A
number of writers have taken advantage of this.

10. Museums and Historical Buildings:

The Kuwait National Museum was opened to the public in December 1957 in
the old Dasman Palace which dates from the mid-nineteenth century. In 1983,
it moved to its new premises (which contain 4 buildings in addition to a
Planetarium). Al Bader House, and Sedu House which were incorporated in
the new Museum site date from the late nineteenth century.

The Museum displays a large number of archacological antiquities which
were discovered in Kuwait and Failaka island. These go back to the Stone Age,
the Mesolithic Age, the Bronze Age, the Hellinistic Age and the Islamic
period. The Museum also contains a section on Kuwaiti history,its heritage and
environment, and another for the Formative Arts.

"Dar al Athar al Islamiah" is also part of the National Museum . Itis a
remarkable collection of Islamic art antiquities and treasures which have now
acquired an international reputation . The collection is owned by Sheikh Nasser
Al Sabah and his wife.

11. State Awards:

Yearly Awards are granted in the following fields:

«_The Arts: (4 Prizes) in the Formative Arts, Acting, Music and Singing .
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b. To conduct in-depth studies to find ways and means to further promote
the cultural and artistic life and to devise the necessary plans and projects
to achieve those ends.

c. To publish books and magazines as well as dictionaries and reference
books.To collect documents, and to participate in international exhibitions,
conferences, festivals and literary and artistic meetings.

d. To grant State Awards for the best literary and artistic achievements on
the local level.

The Amiri decree empowered the NCCAL to bring under its auspices all
governmental institutions in the field of culture, arts and letters. This meant:
that the NCCAL has become, after 21 years of its establishment, an important
cultural center, not only in Kuwait, but in the whole Arab region. The NCCAL
made great strides during those years, and here is a brief summary of its
achievements :

1. The Yearly 'Arab Book Fair';

The NCCLA organised its first Book Fair in 1975. This was a small event at
first, but with the passing of years, the fair was turned into an outstanding
cultural activity, a "cultural festival" of sorts . A number of cultural activities
were organised on the occasion of the last Book Fair ; these included debates,
poetry recitals,as well as clasical and Arabic music performances.

2 Itural Publications:

The NCCAL publishes a number of widely acclaimed book series and
periodicals. 'Alam Al Ma'arifa' (The World of Knowledge) ranks first
amongst these series. It is a monthly book series addressed to the general
reader and devoting itself to publishing commissioned as well as translated
books in all fields of human knowledge. The 1st issue was published in
January 1978 and the 190 books which comprise this remarkable little library
range from philosophy and psychology to astronomy, ecology and genetic
engineering,

The NCCAL also publishes the bi-monthly periodical 'Al Thaqafa al Alamia’
(World Culture). This periodical provides the Arab reader with translations of
the most recent trends in science and in the humanities from various
international periodicals, addressing a wide range of cultural, literary and
scientific topics. The 1st issue was published in 1981.

"Alam al Fikr'" (The Intellectual World) was first published in January 1970.
It is a quarterly magazine whose readers are mainly academics and those
working in cultural institutions. This periodical publishes specialised studies in
the cultural and scientific fields, and focuses on intellectual questions by

devoting each of its issues to discussing a certain problem, such as democracy,
alienation, etc.

Another periodical which is published by the NCCAL is a series entitled " Al
Masrah al Alami" ( From the World Theatre) which is a monthly periodical
devoting itself to provide the Arab reader with translations of international
(classical as well as contemporary) plays.

Another periodical which the NCCAL publishes is "Hawliyat al Thaqafa Wal
Funun" (Annual of Arts and Letters). Thisisa Yearbook which covers the
whole range of cultural activities in Kuwait, whether provided by the State or
by private institutions.

In addition to the above mentioned periodicals and book series, the NCCAL
publishes a number of publications dealing with Islamic studies and heritage.
3. The Yearly Fair for Childrens' Books and Toys:

The first Childrens' Fair was held in 1979 as part of Kuwait's program to
celebrate the International Childrens' Year. This was so widely acclaimed that
the NCCAL  decided since then to continue this activity on a yearly basis. So
far,the number of Childrens' Fairs organised by the NCCAL has reached 13.

4. The Child's Culture:

The NCCAL looks upon the question of providing a sound cultural atmosphere
for children as one of its main objectives and priorities. In addition to the
above mentioned yearly Childrens' Fair, the NCCAL devotes much of its
attention to promote various activities for childen in their different age groups.
Moreover, the NCCAL provides regular open Arts Workshops in different parts
of Kuwait, where skilled teachers are committed to introducing young artists to
the different techniques in art.

The NCCAL , also sponsors the yearly Children's Arts Exhibition which is in
effect, the outcome of yearly school contests and competitions. The best artists
win prizes on this occasion, and the winners in this exhibition participate in the
International Fair for Childrens' Drawings.

5. The Formative Arts Movement:

The NCCAL considers itself the 'guardian’ of the Formative Arts movement in
Kuwait. This was immediatly evident after the establishment of the Council in
1974; for one of its first achievements was to provide the biggest Arts
Exhibition Hall in Kuwait.

In 1994, the NCCAL was proud to inaugurate its newest Exhibition Hall
named after the poet and one of the founders of the NCCAL for Culture and
Arts, 'Ahmad Mishari al Adwani'. The hall is built on high architectural
standards.



Th ion. ouncil for Cul rts& 1. d its Role in
the Cultur: d Artistic Life i wait

When the National Council for Culture, Arts and Letters (NCCAL) was

established , in July 1973, to secure a sound basis for cultural activities to
flourish among the widest sector in society, and to guarantee the necessary free
environment for writers and artists to create in an atmosphere free ‘of

discrimination, ensuring the widest circulation possible of their works inside
and outside of kuwait , a policy which in effect aims at guaranteeing the
continuity of their production .

Independent both administratively and financially, the NCCAL enjoys wide
cultural responsibilities which render it closer to a Ministry of Culture, as no
such ministry exists in Kuwait.

The Minister of Information is the head of the NCCAL , and on its board are a
number of distinguished Kuwaiti writers and men of letters . The NCCAL'
General Secretariat is its executive body , responsible for the implementation of
its plans and projects , on both national and international levels .

Article two of the Amiri decree on the National Council for Culture Arts and
Letters reads:

"The National Council for Culture Arts and Letters (NCCAL) promotes
the culture and arts and encourages the fulfilment of various intellectual
achievements by providing the y free envir t for artistic and
literary creation. It further assists writers and artists by publishing and
circulating their creative works.

The NCCAL takes great interest in preserving the national heritage and in
conducting research in this field. :

The NCCAL aims at raising the public interest and awareness in the
importance of culture and fine arts, and ensures them the wide circulation
they deserve.

The NCCAL also aims at cementing cultural ties with other Arab and
international institutions.

The NCCAL sets the plans for promoting and fostering a sound cultural
atmosphere in Kuwait."

Article 3 defined the main activities of the National Council for Culture, Arts &
Letters in the following terms:

a. To conduct a survey of the cultural atmosphere in Kuwait, and to collect
all the necessary data about the various cultural institutions and their
activities.




