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and musician Ali Zakaria Al-Ansari.
Emirati, Japanese and Kuwaiti films
were shown, in addition to the play
“The Sad Family” by the Arab Gulf
Theater Group.

The Nasf Al-Asfoor Public
Library and the Saad Al-Abdullah
Library were opened.

The festival witnessed musical
evenings, including a concert
honoring the lyric poet Mubarak
Al-Hudaybi, a performance by the
Palestinian Folklore Ensemble, the
Egyptian Layali Zaman Ensemble,
and many other from different
corners of the world.

It aso witnessed the opening of
exhibitions of restored artifacts from
the Tell Bahita and Sabiya sites,
as well as book exhibitions in Al-
Hamra Mall and Souk Sharg. This
year saw the Comprehensive Al-
Qurain FineArts Exhibition, the Fine
Youth Exhibition, the Chinese Fine
Arts Exhibition, the artist Ghanem
Al-Saleh’'s  exhibition and the
Uzbek plastic artist Nelia Murzin's
exhibition prospering as well.

The Twenty-Fourth Qurain: 10—
29 February 2017

The lyric poet Yassin Shamlan
Al-Hassawi was honored in the
opening ceremony. There were a
group of concerts led by the Kazakh
Symphony Concert, a German and
youth musical evening, and music
from South Africa, and from the
American South. A jazz concert
presented by the artist Nawaf Al-
Gharibiya, and the Kuwaiti bands
had a distinguished presence; Al-
Randi band performed a popular
concert during the festival.

The festival also withessed some
theatrical performances, such as the
performance of the Kuwaiti theater
troupe's play “Mercy,” in addition
to an exhibition by the artist Ali
Al-Mufidi. The Kuwaiti Theater
Company presented the play “The
Braying of Lions.”

The man symposum was
entitted “The Economics of Arab
Culture - Kuwait's Cultural Role in

the Development of Knowledge.”
As for fine arts, the festival hosted
an exhibition by the Saudi artist
Fahd Al-Rabeeq, and celebrated the
late artist Hamid Khazal through a
cultural  beacon.

The festival witnessed many
art workshops and lectures, such
as a ceramics workshop, a novel
workshop, exhibitions of hand-
made textiles, etc. Cinematic art
was present, and films from Japan
and Italy were shown. The closing
ceremony was an artistic evening at
Abdel Hussein Abdel Reda Theatre.

The Twenty-Fifth Qurain: 8 —25
January 2019

A monumental year. The festival
IS a quarter of a century old, and
it began with a ceremony hosted
by Abdul Hussein Abdul Redha
Theatre, where the winners of the
State Appreciation Awards for the
year 2018 were honored.

Amongthemostimportant|ectures
included in the festival was a lecture
entitled “ The Enlightening Role” by
the late pioneer Abdulaziz Hussein.
The main lecture of the festiva
was devoted to talking about “New
Media and Cultural Crises’, and the
celebration of the Al-Qurain Cultural
Festival, “ A Quarter-Century Journey
of Renewed Giving” presented by
Dr. Suleiman Al-Askari and Walid
Al-Rajeeb.

The festival devoted two beacons,
the first to the late artist Abdul
Hussein Abdel-Ridha, and the second
to the late journalist, Reda Al-Faili.
The festival also honored the lyric
poet Ali Al-Maatouq in a ceremony
led by Maestro Ayoub Khader.

The festival aso included the
comprehensive exhibition of Al-
Qurain, the exhibition of publications
of the National Council for Culture,
Arts and Literature, and fine arts
exhibits for the youth and Oman and
Tunisia.

The festival witnessed a large
number of cinematic, theatrical
and musical events, including
the screening of the second-place

winning film at the Second Kuwait
Film Festival, “Vintage FIm”
directed by Ahmed Al-Khalaf, a
musical evening by Majid Al-Hajri,
and violinist Mubarak Abu Eid, in
addition to many workshops. The
end of the festival was a concert by
the Czech Chamber Orchestra at
Abdel Hussein Abdel Reda Theatre.

Corona... and Al-Qurain

After the spread of the Corona
virus in Kuwait, specifically on
February 24, 2020, all local, Gulf
and Arab events and festivals were
cancelled.

The 26th session scheduled
for 2021 did not take place.

The Twenty-Seventh Qurain: 21 —
30 March 2022

The course opened with honoring
the recipients of the State's
Appreciation and Encouragement
Awards, in the year 2021, in addition
to honoring Sheikha Dr. Suad Al-
Sabah, the personality of the Arab
Poetry Day, on Abdul Hussein
Abdul-Reda stage.

Thecourseincluded thegraduation
ceremony of the first batch of the first
training seasonfor theHouseof Music
project for musical instruments, in
addition to a workshop for creativity
in Kufic calligraphy, a concert by the
folk band Nasser and Awad for folk
arts, and a theatrical show entitled
“The Sixth Column” directed by Ali
Al Balushi, which won the award for
the best integrated show at the 21%
Kuwait Theater Festival.

In this session, Al-Qurain's
comprehensive fine arts exhibition
was held in the Art Hall, in addition
to the “Sadi 22" celebration, which
continued until the end of the festival
hosted by the Sadu House.

The course concluded with an
exceptional singing concert to honor
the ablelyricist Saher, and aband led
Dr. Ayoub Khadr.



session was aso held on the role of
social networking sites in promoting
culture. Theartists Fouad Ziadi, Iman
Homs and Nassima also presented
musical evenings, in additionto Arab
musical groups and popular singing
groups. As for fine arts, exhibitions
were held for a number of artists. An
exhibition for the calligrapher Walid
Al-Farhoud, and amodern exhibition
for Al-Sadu and traditional textiles.
There were aso poetry evenings
with a number of Arab poets, and a
narrative evening by the critic Fahd
Hussein and the novelists Fawzia
Shweish and Zainab Hanafi. The
award-winning play “Brutal Rituals’
and the movie “Tora Bora’ by Walid
Farhoud were shown. At the closing
ceremony at the Dasma Theatre, the
play “Anbar and September 11th”
was shown and lasted for 3 days.

The Nineteenth Qurain: 7 —26
January 2013

The festival began, as usud,
by honoring the creative pioneers
who won state appreciation and
encouragement awards. For the
first time, the festival witnessed a
distinguished global activity, as it
hosted the traditional crafts week in
the Asia and Pacific region in honor
of Kuwait being chosen to head the
region during the next stage. The
celebrated beacons of art were the
artist Safwan Al-Ayoubi and the
writer Abdullah Zakaria Al-Ansari.
The festival also included a group
of local, Arab and international
musical and artistic evenings, in
addition to theatrical and cinematic
performances. The closing ceremony
was performed by the Moroccan
singer Omnia. The main symposium
of thefestival wasentitled “TheArab
Spring Rebounds, the Arab Spring -
what is for it and what is against it.”

The Twentieth Qurain: 7—-25
January 2014
It included a set of programs and
activities, led by the distribution of
state appreci ation and encouragement
awards. The main symposium was

entitled “The Crisis of Civilizational
Development in the Arab World...
Rethinking” (1974-2014). It aso
included a group of local, Gulf,
Arab and international art and music
lectures and evenings, various plastic
exhibitions, in addition to the Al-
Qurain exhibition, and a group of
antiquities and museums lectures.
Youth poetry evenings and cultural
beacons took place as well.

The Twenty-First Qurain: 5—-24
January 2015

The festival was held under
the patronage of His Highness the
Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-
Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah, and
in the presence of His Excellency
the Minister of Information, Minister
of State for Youth Affairs, Chairman
of the National Council for Culture,
Arts and Letters Shelkh Salman
Sabah Al-Salem Al-Hamoud Al-
Sabah. It carried the slogan “Kuwait
isagloba humanitarian center”, and
included various artistic, creative,
and cultural events, which includes
seminars, lectures, poetry evenings,
honoring creators and researchers, as
well as theatrical performances.

The festival included more than
fifty cultural activities, and hosted
approximately 153  participants
and guests from different countries
of the world. The activities began
with the opening ceremony, which
honored the winners of the State’'s
appreciation and encouragement
awards. Then its activities continued
including the symposium, “The
Prince is a Human Leader... Kuwait
is a Global Humanitarian Center”,
which shed light on the bright side
of Kuwait’s pioneering rolein global
humanitarian charitable work. Many
other arts and culture symposiums
took place, aongside arts exhibits
and poetry evenings, and a cultural
beacon for the late Badr Al-Mudhaf.

During the festival, 3 theatrical
performances, 15 musical
performances, 8 intellectual, literary
and heritagelectures, and three poetry
evenings were presented. In addition

to four intellectual and literary
seminars, three fine art exhibitions,
seven various workshops, six book
exhibitions held in commercial malls
in various Kuwaiti governorates, and
two cinematic shows.

Kuwait, the Capital of the
Islamic Culture

The Twenty-Second Qurain: 18
January — 6 February 2016

Thefestival witnessedthelaunch of
the Kuwait Capital of Islamic Culture
celebration, which lasted the entire
year. The great artist Abdel-Hussein
Abdel-Reda, as well as the Grand
Sheikh of Al-Azhar, Dr. Ahmed Al-
Tayeb, were honored. The Kuwaiti
House of Ceramics was opened. The
main symposium was titled “Youth
and Social Communication Tools,
Opportunities and Risks,” witnessed
a strong momentum in dealing with
young people.

The lectures varied between
heritage performances and literary
lectures on antiquities sSites in
Kuwait. There were aso many
workshops including Arabic
calligraphy creations and training
courses for children in the field of
antiquities restoration, in addition
to the theatrical show “Where Can
| Find Someone Like You, Ali?” As
well as the closing ceremony, which
was By Waad Al-Bahri.

The Twenty-Third Qurain: 10—
28 January 2017

the Minister of Information and
Chairman of the National Council
for Culture, Arts and Letters Sheikh
Salman Al-Hamoud Al-Sabah was
present at the launch. The main
Symposium was titled “Solving
Conflict and Relief... Kuwait’s
Humanitarian Role.” Other lectures
by Dr. Abdullah Al-Rubaie took
place, aswell as Dr. Samir Ngjm, Dr.
Sultan Al-Dawish, and a writer Jane
Sassoon.

Thebeaconswerefor thelate arti st.

Fouad Al-Shatti and the late diplomat




The festival’s spotlight this year was
on the writer Khaled Saud Al-Zaid.
Music and theater were present inthis
session, where the “Higher Institute
of Dramatic Arts’ troupe presented
a  distinguished performance,
and another performance by the
Azerbaijani instrumental  troupe,
and a musical evening was held for
the artist Ghareed Al-Shati with the
participation of the Kuwaiti National
Music Band, and the free theater
troupe from Jordan presented the
play “You Lonely Traveler.”

The Fourteenth Qurain: 25

November — 12 December 2007

The activities of this session
included a range of cultural and
artistic  activities, including the
distribution of state appreciation
and encouragement awards, and
honoring the great poet Ahmed Al-
Sagqaf as the festival’s personality.
The festival included a lecture on
American cinema, a concert by
Sabah Fakhri, the Tunisian band
“Naghmet Hob,” and a group of
traditional Kuwaiti performances.
This year witnessed the presentation
of a dynamic expression by the
Syrian band Ornina, in addition to a
group of art exhibitions. A group of
heritage sites were inaugurated after
their restoration, and the closing
ceremony was for the artist Mustafa
Ahmed, accompanied by the Kuwaiti
National Music Band.

The Fifteenth Qurain: 22

December 2008 — 14 January 2009

The activities of this session
included a group of cultural and
artistic activities, which began with
the distribution of state appreciation
and encouragement awards. The
Supreme Committee of the festival
decided to celebrate the city of
Jerusalem as part of the festival’s
activities, including celebrating
Jerusalem as the capital of Arab
culture 2009, and Jerusalem as the
character of the festival. For the first
time in the festival’s history, Iragi
music was present during an evening

by the pioneer of the Iragi magam,
Farida.

The Sixteenth Qurain: 6 —27
January 2010

Restoration and maintenance
of some old historical buildings
were organized. Activities took
place between the beacons of the
poet Muhammad al-Fayez, art
exhibitions, theatrical and cinematic
performances, folks art, and
appreciation and encouragement
awards. The operetta “Bridge of
Love” for the United Arab Emirates
was held. The opening ceremony
was followed by the beginning of
the activities of the UAE Culturd
Week, as the UAE is the personality
of the Al-Qurain Festival. It included
lectures and a concert by the UAE
National Band, folklore, cinematic
performances, art exhibitions and
poetry evenings. The various events
included a symposium on “Art and
Life” and a lecture on “Jerusalem
in Arab Cinema’ and two cultural
beacons were held for Abdullah
Al-Qassar, and Ali Al-Mufidi
respectively. The Maritime Heritage
Museum was opened. The sixteenth
session hosted the Jordanian band
“Hail” and the Hungarian band
“Ringo”. The Red Palace Folklore
Band also performed in the festival’s
distinctive atmosphere, and the artist
Abdulmohsen Al-Muhanna was
honored in the closing ceremony.

The Seventeenth Qurain: 5—26
January 2011

The activities were launched
under the generous patronage of
His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammed. The
session included a range of cultura
and artistic activities and events
from inside and outside Kuwait.
The opening ceremony included the
distribution of state appreciation
and encouragement awards. A new
tradition was started as alternative
to “festival personality” which is to
choose one of the sister countries as
the “guest of honor of the festival.”

The sister country of Egypt, was
chosen. The festival's activities
varied and distributed throughout
the days of the festival through the
cultural beacons of the artist Khalifa
Al-Qattan and the poet Mansour Al-
Khargawi. At the festival, a lecture
entitled “The Problematic Method in
Reading Heritage in the Maghreb”
was held. A forum was also held for
Arabintellectuals, addressingtherole
of the intellectual in the face of the
civilizaetional crisis facing the Arab
renaissance. Several exhibitions of
fine arts, the Qurain Book Exhibit,
films and programs were held at the
Kuwait National Museum. In terms
of music and folklore, several bands
presented their musical, lyrical and
folklore arts from inside and outside
Kuwait. Al-Qurain’s theatrical nights
included a panel discussion entitled
“The Actor Between Theater and TV
Drama’, the play “Intrigue” and the
play “I will not betray my country”.
At the closing ceremony, the artist
Hamad Khalifa was honored in a
musical concert at the DasmaT heater.

The Eighteenth Qurain: 9 —28
January 2012

The activities were launched
under the patronage of His Highness
the Prime Minister, Sheikh Jaber Al
Mubarak. The opening ceremony
included the distribution of state
appreciation and encouragement
awards, and in accordance with
the festival’s custom, which lasted
for several sessions, the Higher
Organizing Committee chose Dr.
Youmna Tarif El-Khouli from Egypt
to be the personality of the festival,
during which she gave a lecture
entitted “Philosophy of Science
for the Liberation of People.” The
activities included cultural beacons
of Professor Khaled Al-Farg and the
artist Awad Al-Doukhi, for whom
a musical evening was held for his
most famous songs. A number of
Arab intellectuals participated in
the main symposium of the festival,
entitted “The New Arab Redlity:
Rooting and Foresight.” A discussion



on “Ahmed Al-Bishr Al-Roumi” and
“Abdulaziz Al-Rasheed”, in addition
to the man symposium titled
“Arabic Trandlation and Culture’.
And a lecture for the personality of
the festival, Mohieddine Amimour,
former Minister of Culture and
Communication in the Republic of
Algeria. The Kuwaiti National Music
Ensemble also presented the concert
“Abdullah Al-Fadala’'s Night” and
the opening operetta“ The Homeland
of the Book”. Goldsmiths from
England and Gloria Choir from
Korea participated in the closing
ceremony. At the level of arts, an
exhibition of the holdings of the Arab
World Institute in Paris was held, an
American exhibition of photographs,
an exhibition of Japanese posters, and
agrand ceremony for the distribution
of state awards of appreciation and
encouragement.

The Eighth Qurain: 12 — 31
January 2002

“Literature in Kuwait during
Half a Century” was the title of the
main symposium, in addition to
a symposium on Kuwaiti cultural
beacons by Sheikh Yusuf bin IssaAl-
Qinai, and alecture by the festival’s
personality, Dr. Ismail Serageldin,
Director Genera of the Bibliotheca
Alexandrina. Nine musical evenings
were held for bands from Libya,
America, Kuwait and Syria, five arts
exhibitions by artists from Morocco,
Tunisiaand Kuwait, and one Kuwaiti
poetry evening.

The Ninth Qurain: 5—28 January
2003

In view of the transformations
that the region has gone through,
the title of the main symposium was
expressive: “Current International
Transformations and Their Impact
on the Future of the Gulf.” Eight sub-
lectures were held on the formation
and cultural beacons of the writer
Ahmed Al-Adwani and the poet Fahd
Al-Askar. And a lecture about the
literary experience of the festival’s
personality, Dr. Ghazi Al-Qusaibi,

and a poetry evening for him. As for
themusical and lyrical performances,
they varied betweenfolklore, singing,
showmanship and formation, which
included exhibitions from Syria,
Bahrain and Kuwait.

The Tenth Qurain: 3—22 January
2004

The tenth session of the festival
begandifferently,as a group of the first
pioneers were honored and awarded
the state awards of appreciation and
encouragement. Then, the activities
of the festival continued, as the
intellectual symposium “The New
Arab Era... Reality and Challenges’
was held. A number of historical
buildings were opened, such as the
Al-Qurain Martyrs Museum, the Free
Studio, and the Americani Hospital.
In addition to the musical evenings,
popular concerts, and theatrical
performances that were held
within the activities of the festival,
there was a special feature and
celebration honoring the personality
of the festival, Sheikh Dr. Sultan bin
Muhammad Al Qasimi, Ruler of the
Emirate of Sharjah.

The Eleventh Qurain: 7 —28
December 2004

The festival hosted a number
of important events and activities,
foremost of whichwasthesymposium
on “The Arabic Novel.. Possibilities
of Narration,” in addition to the
celebration of the 50th anniversary
of the issuance of the newspaper
“Kuwait Today,” and the opening of
the exhibition of recovered Kuwaiti
cultural property in cooperation
with the Islamic Republic of Iran. In
addition to a series of art exhibitions,
foremost of which wasthe Al-Qurain
Exhibition for Fine Arts, the musical
bands from Kuwait, Egypt and Syria
held a number of musical evenings
respectively, and two performances
were held for the Emirati play “The
Peels of Hearts’ and the Lebanese
play “Zawareeb”’. The festival
celebrated Mrs. Suzanne Mubarak,
thewife of former Egyptian President

Hosni Mubarak, due to her great
contributions to childcare and plenty
of other fields. On the occasion of the
retrieval of the war album, Al-Amiri
Folklore Troupe held a ceremony
on this occasion at the Eastern
School, and an exhibition was held
at the Kuwait National Museum that
includes the latest archaeological
discoveries in the State of Kuwait.

The Twelfth Qurain: 6 —28
December 2005

The festival’s main symposium
was titled “Modern Arabic Poetry”,
and the head of the Juma Al Mgjid
Center for Manuscripts, Mr. Juma
Al Mgid, was the personality of
the festival. A number of musica
and theatrical activities were held,
including the performances by the
Swiss band Sasa, the Higher Institute
of Musical Arts, the artist Hussein
Jassim, the Bin Hussein Folklore
Band, the OrninaPerformance Group,
and the artist Muhammad Al-Rashed.
The play “Al-Zeer Salem” and
“Prince Hamlet” were presented by
the Syrian Steps troupe. The cultura
beacons cel ebrated the writer Hamad
Al-Rajeeb and the poet Abdullah
Al-Otaibi. Many arts activities were
held, such as the Comprehensive Al-
Qurain Exhibition, the exhibition of
the Sudanese artist Rashid Diab, a
lecture by the artist Saud Al-Farg),
and the photography exhibition by
Bait Lothan. The foundation stone
for the National Library building was
also celebrated.

TheThirteenth Qurain: 6 —28
December 2006

Itincludedagroupof basicactivities
such as distributing state awards,
plastic art activity, lighthouses, and
concerts. The main symposium was
entitled “Arab Critical Discourse...
Achievements and Questions.” The
former Egyptian Minister of Culture,
Dr. Tharwat Okasha was celebrated
asthefestival’s personality. A lecture
was held on Kuwaiti architecture

and another on heritage between the. .

investigation and the manuscript:




Started in 1994 and continued to shine and prosper for 28 years
Al-Qurain Festival... Kuwalit’s Cultural Beacon

The launch of the festival dates
back to the royal order of His
Highness the late Amir Sheikh
Jaber Al-Ahmad, may Allah have
mercy on him

TheAl-Qurain Cultural Festival
holds this name for historical
reasons. Al-Qurain is originally
oneof the oldest namesfor Kuwait,
and it has been known by it since
the late eighteenth century when
the old name of Kuwait (Kazima)
began to lose its importance as
a port by which this region was
known over the past centuries.
The name (Al-Qurain) came from
the Kiln’s —who was a Western
traveler—map. The map was
printed in Amsterdam in 1753,
and that name became common
until the end of the nineteenth
century. It also began to gradually
disappear, to be replaced by the
name Kuwait.

The Festival’s Journey in 28
years:

TheFirst Qurain: 23 November —
22 December 1994

The man symposium was held
under the title “Culture and Media
in the Cooperation Council for
the Arab States of the Gulf”, in
addition to holding a number of
sub-symposiums, including “The
Economic and Socia Investment
of Handicrafts’. As for musical and
artistic activities, a series of musical
activities were held for Kuwaiti folk
groups and the Egyptian Choir. Five
arts exhibitions and three poetry
evenings were held, which included
various art schools in the Gulf and
Arab region.

The Second Qurain: 22 November
— 21 December 1995

The main symposium was titled

“Publishing and Writing Copyrights

in the Arab World”, alongside two
sub-symposiums on orientalism in
Arab art and cinema. When it came
to music, Um Kulthum’s band from
Egypt and Chopin’s from Polan gave
awonderful artist evening alongside
many others. Four spectacular poetry
evenings from poets that came from
Kuwait, Egypt, and Syria, and the
fine arts had a spotlight as American,
Lebanese, and Kuwaiti exhibits were
held.

TheThird Qurain: 2 November —
21 December 1996

Alongside the main symposium
titlted “Architecture in Kuwait”,
sub-symposiums on modern art,
music, and Islamic arts took place.
Nine musical evenings were held
with musical bands from Arab
countries. And for the first time
during the Qurain Cultural Festival,
troupes from Higher Institute of
Arts and The Arabic Gulf Theatre
troupe participated. A new tradition
of honoring creative high school
students was born.

The Fourth Qurain: 19 November
— 15 December 1997

The main symposium was titled
“Contemporary  Arab  Thought,
Assessment and Foresight,” in
addition to three sub-lectures on the
crisis of the Arab intellectual and the
prospects of the Arabic language. In
addition to musical performances,
poetry evenings and art exhibitions,
the council gave away their first
honorary and encouragement prizes
in fields such as arts, science,
humanities, etc. Another tradition
was born, which is honoring an
Arab figure in recognition of her
contribution in one of the fields
of science, knowledge, culture,
humanities and art, in what is known
as the main person of the festival.
During the fourth festival, the great

writer Hanna Mina was honored.

The Fifth Qurain: 14 November —
10 December 1998

“The Modern Poem in the
GCC Countries’ is the title of the
main symposium, in addition to a
symposium on the art of sound in the
Gulf, and a lecture for the festival’s
personality that year, the artist Wadih
Al-Safi. In addition to awarding state
awards and creative students, nine
musical eveningswere held for bands
from Kuwait, Lebanon, Bahrain and
Syria, five arts exhibitions, and a
poetry festival for the GCC countries
that included three evenings.

The Sixth Qurain: 30 October —
18 November 1999

A man symposium entitled
“Culture and Current Life Issues’
and a symposium on Kuwaiti
cultural beacons were held by the
pioneers of the Kuwaiti story, Fahd
Al-Duwairi and Abdul-Razzag Al-
Badir, in addition to a lecture by the
festival’s personality, the Algerian
writer Al-Taher Wattar. France and
Morocco participated for the first
time with their respective theatre
troupes, in addition to teams from
Yemen, Kuwait and Syria. Tunisia
participated staged their play “What
Is Said and Unsaid.” The play “The
Fish Parade” was staged by the
Kuwaiti Institute of Higher arts, and
an exhibition of American artists
and a Jordanian exhibition were
held, in addition to the sixth Qurain
exhibition of arts.

The Seventh Qurain: 6 —25
January 2001
The Qurain Festival this year
had a special feature, as it coincided
with the celebration of Kuwait as the
capital of Arab culture for the year
2001. Within its activities, a Kuwaiti
cultural beaconssymposiumwasheld
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