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Aspart the 28th Al-Qurain Festival’s festivities
“Melodies from Sofia” entertained the audiences
of Abdulhussein Abdulredha’s stage

As part of the Al-Qurain Cultural Festival’s 28th cycle
events, a concert by a Bulgarian band was held

at AbdulhusseinAbdulreda theater, which wastitled
“Melodies from Sofia.” The ceremony was attended

by the Assistant Secretary-General for the Arts

Sector, Musaed Al-Zamil, Director of Al-QurainCultural
Festival, Muhammad bin Reda, a group of art and
music enthusiasts, and a number of ambassadors and
members of the diplomatic corps in Kuwait.

Before the evening began, the Bulgarian

ambassador Dimitar Dimitrov expressed his sincere
acknowledgements and gratitude to the Minister of
Information, Minister of State for Youth Affairs, and
President of the National Council for Culture, Artsand
Letters Abdul Rahman Badah Al-Mutairi, aswell asthe
director of the 28th session of the Al-Qurain Cultural
Festival, Muhammad bin Reda and everyone who
contributed to the fruition of this project. He also
mentioned that this concert falls on the 60th anniversary
of diplomatic relations between the Republic of Bulgaria
and the State of Kuwait, noting that there will be other
occasions and events through which they will try to
highlight the significance of this anniversary.

Dimitrov gave a brief overview of the Bulgarian

band, which was founded in 2017, and consists

of five musicians, alongside several guests of

honors participating including opera singer

Anna Karadimitrova, and clarinetist Preslav Petkov.

He mentioned that Karadimitrova and Petkov are both
well established in Kuwait and have close relations with
music enthusiasts in the country. They’ve held more

than one concert until 2020. As for the band, it held
severa concerts outside the Bulgarian Republic as well
as in Kuwait in 2018.

Afterwards, the musical evening, which lasted for two
hours, was in full swing. The Bulgarian band dazzled
the audience by playing notable musical and opera
pieces to the tunes of the mandolin, which isastringed
instrument from the family of ouds, similar to the Arabic
oud in its general form. The bandalso performed a piece
that was composed by Kuwaiti musician Suleiman Al-
Dikan. This piece was specifically dedicated to Kuwait
to celebrate this joyous occasion. In this evening, it was
witnessed how harmonious the audience and the band
were with one another.
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Giulia Rimonda and the Artist Valentina Kaufmann offered a unique classical
Italian evening.

Italian Ambassador: We’'re proud to be part
of this one-of-a-kind event.

Mohammed Jumaa

The audience of Al-Qurain Cultural Festival, in its
28th session, experienced an exceptional musical nightto
the tune of the Italian classical band, whose notes spread
among the audience and took them to a different creative
existence in one of the distinguished evenings. This
emphasizes one of the most important goals of the
National Council when it comes to such events, which
Is to build bridges of communication with different
Cultures through music, which is considered a bridge
that transcends language barriers and speaks directly to
the heart and the feelings.

The Italian musical evening, which was held at the
Abdulhussein Abdulreda Theater, was attended by the
Secretary-General of the National Council for Culture,
Artsand Letters, Dr. Muhammad Al-Jassar, alongside the
Ambassador of the Italian Republic, Ambassador
Carolo Balducci, and members of the diplomatic corps
and various guests of Kuwait, while the broadcaster
Abdullah Al-Tarrah presented the ceremony.

The Importance of The Festival

The Italian  ambassador in  Kuwait expressed
his sincere appreciation for the invitation of the National
Council for Culture, Arts and Letters to Italian artists
to participate in the Al-Qurain Festival, stressing the
Importance of the festival. He said: “We are proud of the
participation of promising Italian talents in this artistic
event.»

Then Al-Jassar and Balducci took the stage to honor the
artist Giulia Rimonda and the artist Valentina Kaufmann
as a token of appreciation for their participation in the
evening.

Then the audience spent about an hour and a
half enjoying the sound of the violin and the piano. It
was a remarkable musical evening that displayed the
brilliance of prodigal talentand the love of art that
developed through skill and practice and was crowned
with awards. Talent that made its mark on the map of
Italian, even international art.

Giulia Rimonda and Valentina Kaufmann preformed an
array of notable pieces, which the audience reacted

positively to, including Francesco Maria Veracini and
Igor FedorvicStravinskij.

Learning Music

Violinist Giulia Rimonda was born in 2002 in the
Italian city of Torino. She began learning music at
the young age of three. At the age of four, her father began
teaching her to play the violin, and she graduated at the
age of seventeen. She is currently learning music with
Boris Gartelsky and Salvatore Accardo, and she is the
artistic director of the youth section at the ViottiFestival
in Vercelli.

Italian-American pianist Valentina Kaufmann was
born in 2001 in New York and gave several concerts
in Italy, Austria, Germany, Switzerland and others, and
after moving to Italy she joined the International Piano
Institute in Imola under the supervision of Franco Scala,
and she studied for six years under the supervision of
Anna Kravtchenko at the Italian-Swiss Institute in
Lugano and is currently finishing her studies with Silvia
Romei at the J. Fredi Institute in Milan.
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