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Regular Meeting, Wednesday, July 12, 2023, 7:00 p.m., Government Center, Verona, VA.

PRESENT: Michael Shull, Chairman
Jeffrey Slaven, Vice-Chair
Gerald Garber
Butch Wells
Carolyn Bragg
Pam Carter
Scott Seaton
Timothy K. Fitzgerald, County Administrator
Jennifer M. Whetzel, Deputy County Administrator
Doug Wolfe, Director of Community Development
James Benkahla, County Attorney
Angie Michael, Executive Assistant

VIRGINIA: At an adjourned meeting of the Augusta County
Board of Supervisors held on Wednesday, July 12,
2023, at 7:00 p.m., at the Government Center,
Verona, Virginia, and in the 248" year of the
Commonwealth....

*
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Chairman Shull welcomed those present at the meeting.

*kkkkkkkhkkkkk % %

The Board of Supervisors led the Pledge of Allegiance.

*
* * Kk Kk Kk Kk Kk k Kk * * K Kk

Ms. Carter, Pastures District, delivered the invocation.

*kkkkkkk [:i*‘ I_] QJ>* I_I

ANIMAL ORDINANCE AMENDMENT. ..

The Board considered advertising for public hearing.

Timothy Fitzgerald, County Administrator, presented the draft of the Animal
Ordinance Amendment. After meeting with James Benkahla, County Attorney, it was
determined that no changes were necessary Mr. Benkahla’s meeting with Dr. Seaton.

Mr. Wells asked what occurred with the meeting between Mr. Benkahla and Dr.
Seaton

m»
Mr. Fitzgerald stated that the result of the meeting was that nothing changed with the
ordinance amendment.

Mr. Wells wished to table the matter so the rest of the Board could discuss the draft
with Mr. Benkahla.

Ms. Carter asked if each one of them needed to go to review the draft with Mr.
Benkahla.
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July 12, 2023, at 7:00 p.m.

ANIMAL ORDINANCE AMENDMENT (CQNT'D)

Mr. Shull stated that the staff briefing would be the opportunity to further discuss it.
Mr. Benkahla said he was available to the Board at any time.

Mr. Slaven moved, seconded by Dr. Seaton, that the Board table the Animal
Ordinance Amendment until the July 24, 2023 Staff Briefing for further discussion.

Vote was as follows: Yeas: Shull, Slaven, Garber, Wells, Bragg, Carter
and Seaton

Nays: None

Motion carried.

*kkkkkkkkkkkkkk

CONSENTAGENDA

Mr. Slaven moved, seconded by Mr. Wells, that the Board approve the consent
agenda as follows:

CLAIMS:
Consider claims paid since June 1,2023
Vote was as follows: Yeas: Shull, Slaven, Garber, Wells, Bragg, Carter
and Seaton
Nays: None

Motion carried.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

(END OF CONSENT AGENDA)

sk sk sk sk sk skesk sk skeosk sk skok ok

AT T P, YTHEP .
Burle Bridge discussed his issues with finding housing and being homeless. He said
he is sixty-years old, disabled, and has cancer. He discussed his struggle with the

court system and was disappointed with the government.

*hkkkkkkkkkhkhhk

CLOSED SESSION. .

On motion of Mr. Slaven, seconded by Ms. Bragg, the Board went into closed session

pursuant to:
(1) the personnel exemption under Virginia Code § 2.2-3711(A) (1)
[discussion, consideration or interviews of (a) prospective candidates

for employment, or (b) assignment, appointment, promotion, performance,
demotion, salaries, disciplining or resignation of specific employees]:

a) Board of Supervisors
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July 12, 2023, at 7:00 p.m.

CLOSED SESSION (CQNT'D)
Vote was as follows: Yeas: Shull, Slaven, Garber, Wells, Bragg, and Carter

Nays: Seaton

Motion carried.

* *
khkkhkkhkkhk

On motion of Ms. Bragg, seconded by Mr. Wells, the Board came out of Closed
Session.

Vote was as follows: Yeas: Shull, Slaven, Garber, Wells, Bragg, Carter
And Seaton
Nays: None

Motion carried.

w * % % % # % * % % % % % *

The Chairman advised that each member is required to certify that to the best of
their knowledge during the closed session only the following was discussed:

1. Public business matters lawfully exempted from statutory open meeting
requirements, and

2. Only such public business matters identified in the motion to convene the
executive session.

The Chairman called upon the County Administrator/ Clerk of the Board to call the roll
noting members of the Board who approve the certification shall answer AYE and those
who cannot shall answer NAY.

Roll Call Vote was as follows:

Yeas: Shull, Slaven, Garber, Wells, Bragg, and Carter
Nays: Seaton

The Chairman authorized the County Administrator/Clerk of the Board to record this
certification in the minutes.

kkkkkkkkkkkkhkkk

Dr. Seaton moved to adjourn.

Vote was as follows: Yeas: Seaton
Nays: Shull, Slaven, Garber, Wells, Bragg, and Carter

Motion failed.

*kkkkk k%

0T

*
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July 12, 2023, at 7:00 p.m.

MATTERS TQ. BE PRESENTED BY STAFF - NONE
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MATTERS TO BE PRESENTED BY THE BOARD. .

Mr. Shull read the following resolution:

WHEREAS, duties of the Augusta County Board of supervisors include making
decisions on behalf of the citizens of the County that often require discussions that are
sensitive and private in nature; include confidential proprietary information involving
individual businesses; include contract negotiations, and/or involve legal matters.
WHEREAS, the Code of Virginia recognizes the need for governing bodies to have the
ability to discuss certain business matters in a confidential manner.

WHEREAS, Virginia Code 2.2-3711 allows for closed meetings where specific stated
topics, which require confidentiality, may be discussed. Examples of exempt topics
include, but are not limited to:

1. Discussion or consideration of specific personnel cases; to include the
employment, appointment, disciplining, performance, salary, dismissal or other
related matters of particular governmental officials or the employees of the public
body.

2. Discussion or consideration of the condition, acquisition, or use of real property
for public purposes, or of the disposition of publicly held property.

3. The protection of the privacy of individuals in personal matters not related to
public business.

4. Discussion concerning the prospective location of a business or industry prior to
any announcement of its interest in locating in the community.

5. Consultation, with or without legal counsel and staff with respect to actual or
potential litigation, or other legal matters within the public body’s jurisdiction.

6. Discussion of the award of a public contract involving the expenditure of public
funds including interviews of bidders or offerors, or discussion of the terms of
scope of the contract, where such discussion in an open session would
adversely affect the bargaining position or negotiating strategy of the public body.

7. Discussion or consideration of confidential proprietary records and trade secrets. (1)
WHEREAS, The Augusta County “Rules of Order”, adopted on January 25%" 2023 by a
7-0 vote, address the standing rules of operation for the Augusta County Board of
Supervisors. Item 11 in the Rules of Order says, “Statements made and matters
discussed in closed session are strictly confidential and should be repeated to ng one.
This is particularly true of “advice from the County Attorney since disclosure will result in
loss of attorney-client confidentiality privilege.”

WHEREAS, on or about May 20, 2023 it became immediately apparent that confidential
information, that had only been discussed in a closed session meeting, pertaining to a
sensitive personnel matter, had been released and contents of the discussion had been
made public.

WHEREAS, on Wednesday, May 22, Dr. Scott Seaton admitted to the members of the
Augusta County Board of Supervisors that he shared confidential information discussed
during the previous closed session meeting with persons outside of the governing body.
WHEREAS, Friday, June 2"9, during a closed meeting, it was discovered that Dr.
Seaton was secretly electronically recording the meeting. After further questioning it
became apparent that this was not the first/only closed meeting that had been secretly
recorded.

WHEREAS, the members of the Augusta County Board of Supervisors recognize that
recording during a closed meeting in not illegal and that Dr. Seaton has not violated any
laws by doing so, they nevertheless wish to express their grave concerns on the secret
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July 12, 2023, at 7:00 p.m.

MATTERS TO BE PRESENTED BY THE BOARD (CONT'D)

recording and public sharing of information that has been discussed during their closed
meetings,

WHEREAS, it is the opinion of the Board that the breach of confidentiality and the
disregard of the privacy of personnel, may impair the County’s ability to negotiate
business agreements between the County of Augusta and outside entities. As a result,
the members of the Augusta® County Board of Supervisors find it impossible to
effectively conduct the business of the County, while in the presence of Dr. Scott
Seaton.

WHEREAS, the actions of Dr. Scott Seaton have resulted in a complete breach of trust
and faith between him and the public, members of the Board, and staff. Furthermore,
the Board finds these actions, while not illegal, to be unprofessional, unethical, and
leave in question his ability to be an effective member of the Board of Supervisors.

BE IT HEREBY RESOLVED, that the Augusta County Board of Supervisors formally
issue this Statement of Censure against Dr. Scott Seaton, Representative of the Wayne
District, for violation of the rules of confidentiality and for behavior unbecoming of a
member of the Augusta County Board of Supervisors. Furthermore, the Board
expresses concerns related to the ability of Dr. Scott Seaton to effectively participate in
the representation and governance of the County of Augusta.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that effective immediately, Dr. Scott Seaton will be
removed from all Committees and Boards of which he is a member, as a representative
of Augusta County. This removal will be in effect until December 31,2023.

In addition, to the extent that the Board Rules of Order would delay the Board’s
consideration of this Resolution, the members of the Augusta County Board of
Supervisors suspend the Board Rules of Order.

Mr. Wells moved, seconded by Mr. Slaven, that the Board adopt the resolution as
presented.
»

Dr. Seaton stated that the sixth paragraph was not true and he has it on his phone.
He said the Board thinks he shared information but he did not. He said the Board just
does not like the fact that the County was charging illegal fees and the ordinance
could have been changed earlier. He claimed that the first amendment of the
Constitution gives citizens the right to know what the government is doing. He said
there is nothing against the law to his recording of meetings and the Virginia Code
allows for the recording of discussions as it is a one-party consent state and equated
a recording to note taking. He said it is a good thing to record government officials not
a bad thing no matter what the meeting type is. He also brought up the fact that
minutes are allowed to be taken during Closed Sessions in Virginia. He referenced
April 19, 2023 meeting saying the truth was not being followed.

Mr. Shull stated that this issue was not about the dogs but about Closed Session and
the fact that the Board was being recorded for two years without them not knowing.
He said while the 30-year lack of documentation concerning the dog ordinance had
occurred all the localities had legal advice for all that time. He said the reason the
problem had happened was because all the legal details had not been recorded but
that the practice was to save the citizens from having to go to court. He again

emphasized that the actual issue the Board was dealing with was the lack of

knowledge of being recorded and the information of personnel that was leaked. He
said confidential details had spread to the media despite the Board only discussing it
in Closed Session.

Dr. Seaton stated that the discussion during the Closed Session had been concerning
disclosure, not recording, but the Board could not find anyone he had disclosed
information to. He said the Board told people he had recorded the Closed Session but
that the recording was not wrong since the members are carrying out their public
duties when being recorded.

1
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July 12, 2023, at 7:00 p.m.

MATTERS TO BE PRESENTED BY THE BOARD (CONT'D)

Mr. Shull said the news never gives a name for a source but they still exist.

Dr. Seaton stated that this resolution seems to imply that the Board wished to
penalize people for giving information to the press. He said there should be more
sunlight on this government not less sunlight and the problem is when the government

m hides in the dark. He said he might look up all the Closed Session recordings to make
sure the Board was staying on topic. He said if the government had more sunlight
then maybe they would not have cocaine in the White House.

Vote was as follows: Yeas: Shull, Slaven, Garber, Wells, Bragg, and Carter
Nays: Seaton

Motion carried.

* % * X * *k Kk * * *x * * * *

A ENT

Mr. Slaven moved, seconded by Ms. Bragg, that the Board adjourn the meeting.
Vote was as follows: Yeas: Shull, Slaven, Garber, Wells, Bragg, Carterand

Seaton
Nays: None
Motion carried.
0 A NTEN *
7 ” ®
Chairman County Administrator
h:7-12min.23
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Staff Briefing Meeting, Monday, July 24, 2023, 1:30 p.m., Government Center, Verona, VA.

PRESENT: Michael Shull, Chairman
Jeffrey Slaven, Vice-Chair
Gerald Garber
Butch Wells
Carolyn Bragg
Pam Carter
Scott Seaton
Timothy K. Fitzgerald, County Administrator
Jennifer M. Whetzel, Deputy County Administrator
Doug Wolfe, Director of Community Development
Alidia Vane, Planner Il
James Benkahla, County Attorney

VIRGINIA: At an adjourned meeting of the Augusta County Board
of Supervisors held on Monday, July 24, 2023, at 1:30
p.m., at the Government Center, Verona, Virginia, and
in the 248" year of the Commonwealth....

*% Q *kkk |_| *%
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YDOT ROADS

Don Komara, Residency Administrator, discussed the VDOT monthly report.

The Board accepted the monthly report as information.

FIRE AND RESCUE ..

Greg Schacht, Fire Chief, discussed the month Fire-Rescue report.

The board accepted the report as information.

****Q Q 0 ****"{c — * _[

OF ) WS
Jennifer Brown, Library Director, discussed the bylaws for the Library Board of Trustees.

The Board authorized placing on the Wednesday, July 26, 2023 regular meeting agenda.

* k Kk K Kk * k Kk * Kk * k *

PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION BYLAWS. .
Andy Wells, Director of Parks & Recreation, discussed the bylaws for the Parks &
Recreation Commission.

Ms. Carter pointed out that “he” was referenced throughout the bylaws and asked that it
be changed to “he/she” or “person”.

Mr. Wells will make the changes.

The Board authorized placing on the Wednesday, July 26, 2023 regular meeting agenda.




177

July 24, 2023, at 1:30 p.m.
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PRIVATE POLICE-OFFICER LINE OF DUTY ACT RE TION _
Timothy Fitzgerald, County Administrator, discussed the resolution.

The Board authorized placing on the Wednesday, July 26, 2023 regular meeting agenda.

kkkkkkkkkkkkhkk

ANIMAL ORDINANCE AMENDMENT - PREVIOUSLY TABLED

Mr. Fitzgerald stated that there is an Animal Shelter Owners’ meeting tomorrow and
fees will be discussed. This will be placed on the Wednesday, July 26, 2023 regular
meeting agenda for further discussion.

The Board authorized placing on the Wednesday, July 26, 2023 regular meeting agenda.

* k % %
* Kk Kk k Kk Kk k *k * Kk *

PLANNING COMMISOION/PUBLIC HEARINGS .

Elizabeth Goodloe, Planner |, discussed the following:

a. Ordinance to amend Chapter 25, Section 4.
b. Ordinance to amend Chapter 25, Section 492.

The Board requested changes to the amendment on section 4 to clarify hazardous
waste and re-advertise for the public hearing.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Mr. Shull requested a five-minute break

* %
sk sk sk sk sk sk sk stk skokosk

MATIERS.TO BE PRESENIED-BYJHEBOARD..

Ms. Carter questioned if the Service Authority was brought into the conversation
regarding the recycling ordinance amendment.

Mr. Slaven thanked everyone for their attendance on Monday regarding the farm bill.

Dr. Seaton asked for an update on the mall site. .

Mr. Fitzgerald stated that work is slowly progressing.

Dr. Seaton asked why are there adoption fees charged to someone that is fostering
animals.

Mr. Fitzgerald will look into the issue.

Ms. Bragg reminded everyone about the Augusta County Fair and encouraged
everyone to attend.

Mr. Shull requests that the ordinance regarding rollbacks and inoperable vehicles be re-
evaluated by the staff committee.
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ffw_h, Y, 2023, at 1:30 pm.
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MATTERS TO BE PRESENTED BY STAEF.
Ms. Goodloe stated that there are three ordinance amendments the require Board
approval to be advertised for public hearing.
1) Chapter 25, Section 70.5 - Solar Energy Systems
2) Chapter 25, Section 70.7 - Solar Energy Systems
3) Chapter 25, Section 25-74 - Permitted uses by special use permit for
recreational vehicles.

The Board authorized advertising for public hearing.

Mr. Fitzgerald discussed the following:
1) VACo County Officials Summit is August 17, 2023.
2)  Comprehensive Plan and Economic Development Plan contract will be coming

before the Board in August. The citizens committee will need to be put together
to work with the consultant.

3) Senator Kaine held an Ag Bill event at the Government Center last week.

4) The county-wide project updated list was presented to the Board. There were no
qguestions or comments regarding list.

*kkkkkkkhkkhkkkkk

Ypsd LSZRY

Chairman Coﬁﬁty Administrator

H7-24sbmin.2023
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Regular Meeting, Wednesday, July 26, 2023, 7:00 p.m., Government Center, Verona, VA.

PRESENT: Michael Shull, Chairman
Jeffrey Slaven, Vice-Chair
Gerald Garber
Butch Wells
Carolyn Bragg
Pam Carter
Scott Seaton
Timothy K. Fitzgerald, County Administrator

Jennifer M. Whetzel, Deputy County Administrator

James Benkahla, County Attorney
Angie Michael, Executive Assistant

VIRGINIA: At an adjourned meeting of the Augusta County
Board of Supervisors held on Wednesday, July 26,

2023, at 7:00 p.m.

, at the Government Center,

Verona, Virginia, and in the 248" year of the

Commonwealth....

*hkkkhkkkkkkhkhhk

Chairman Shull welcomed those present at the meeting.

*hkkhkkhkkkhhhik

The Board of Supervisors led the Pledge of Allegiance.

* %

* * % * *k k Kk *k *k * * K%

Dr. Seaton, Wayne District, delivered the invocation.

*kkkkkkkkkkkhkk

LIBRARY RD OF TRUSTEES BYLAW

The Board considered the Library Board of Trustees Bylaws.

Jennifer Whetzel, Deputy County Administrator, stated
they added the remote attendance update that is
Trustees stressed that the rules and responsibilities
director, the name of the Friends of the Library was

that a few items to note was
required by state code. The
of the board and the library
updated to their new name to

include the foundation and the document was formatted for ease of use. Most items

in the bylaws were in the original bylaws. Items

rearranged in the current bylaw. -

have either been clarified or

Ms. Ca'rter; moved, seconded by Ms. Bragg, that the Board approve the bylaws as

presented.
Vote was as follows: Yeas: Shull, Slaven, Garber, Wells, Bragg, Carter
and Seaton
Nays: None

Motion carried.
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PARKS & RECREATION.COMMISSION BYLAWS

The Board considered the Parks & Recreation Corhmi—ssion Bylaws.

Ms. Whetzel stated that the Parks & Recreation Commission Bylaws also included the
remote meeting requirement for the Code of Virginia. Items that were related to the
parks and rec being an advisory board versus an administrative board were removed
as they were not addressed directly as an advisory board. Finally, the last
amendment was to update or remove pronouns related to article seven to include the
director versus the actual pronoun of He.

Dr. Seaton moved, seconded by Ms. Bragg, that the Board approve the bylaws as
presented.

Vote was as follows: Yeas: Shull, Slaven, Garber, Wells, Bragg, Carter
and Seaton
Nays: None

Motion carried.

*kkkkkkkkkkkkkk

P | Fl - O
The Board considered the following resolution:

WHEREAS, Mark Christopher Wagner |l served for seven years with the Massanutten
Police Department, beginning his law enforcement career as a Gate Attendant and in May of
2019, earned Police Officer status following his graduation from Central Shenandoah Police
Academy; and

WHEREAS, Officer Wagner joined the Wintergreen Police Department in August of
2020 and diligently served the Wintergreen Community with unwavering honor and
commitment; and

WHEREAS, Officer Mark Christopher Wagner |l was killed in the line of duty on June
16, 2023, in his capacity as a law enforcement officer employed by the Wintergreen Police
Department, a private police department; and

WHEREAS, the Line of Duty Act, Virginia Code § 9.1-400 et seq., excludes private
Police Officers from the benefits of that Act; and

WHEREAS, by definition under the Code of Virginia private Police Officers are law
enforcement officers; and

WHEREAS, private Police Officers, just as their counterparts employed by a police
department or sheriff’s office which is a part of or administered by the Commonwealth or any
political subdivision thereof, are responsible for the prevention and detection of crime and the
enforcement of the penal laws and are exposed to the same risks of injury or death; and,

WHEREAS, it is the sense of the Augusta County Board of Supervisors that the Line
of Duty Act should be amended to afford private Police Officers the benefits available under
the Act.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the Augusta County Board of Supervisors
hereby honors Officer Mark Christopher Wagner Il of Wintergreen Police Department for his
heroism and honorable service to the citizens of Wintergreen and the County, for whom he
made the ultimate sacrifice, and

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, the Augusta County Board of Supervisors hereby calls
upon the General Assembly to amend the Code of Virginia to afford private Police Officers the
benefits available under Virginia Code § 9.1-400 etseq., Line of Duty Act, and

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED, said Board hereby directs that a copy of this Resolution
requesting these State Code amendments be delivered forthwith to representatives in the
General Assembly.
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Mr. Fitzgerald stated that this resolution honors the life of Mark Christopher Wagner I,

which was the police officer from Wintergreen who lost his life in the line of duty. This
resolution resolves that Augusta County is calling upon the General Assembly to
amend the Code of Virginia to afford local private police officers the benefits under
the Line of Duty Act of the Virginia Code. Municipal Government provides line of duty
act benefits. Currently, the Code of Virginia does not allow private police departments
to utilize the benefits. This resolution honors the life of Mr. Wagner and also shows
that Augusta County stands in support with Nelson County.

Jesse Rutherford, Nelson County Board of Supervisors Chairman; Mr. Dennis
Russell, Chief of Police for Wintergreen and Curtis Sheets, Chief of Fire and EMS,
were present and thanked the Board for their consideration of the resolution.

Mr. Wells stated that Delegate Ellen Campbell contacted him and asked that he
speak on her behalf. It was made clear that she will do everything possible to see
that this goes through the General Assembly.

Mr. Garber moved, seconded by Dr. Seaton, that the Board adopt the resolution as
presented.

Dr. Seaton stated that he was contacted by Chairman Rutherford after Officer
Wagner's death and asked that this be brought before the Board for consideration.
This resolution is the first step to encourage our delegates and senators to amend the
line of duty act in the next session to provide benefits to the families of private police
officers killed in the line of duty.

Vote was as follows: Yeas: Shull, Slaven, Garber, Wells, Bragg, Carter
and Seaton
Nays: None

Motion carried.

kkkkkkkkhkkkkkkk

ANIMAL ORDINANCE AMENDMENT
PREVIOUSLY TABLED - The Board considered advertising for public hearing.

Timothy Fitzgerald, County Administrator, stated that there was discussion at the
Animal Shelter Owners’ meeting regarding a potential impoundment fee and how it
may look going forward. The shelter board asked that this amendment be placed on
hold to allow for further discussion among the three localities.

The Board agreed to hold the ordinance amendment for a future meeting.

*k%k ﬂh@ j***70
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CONSENTAGENDA
Mr. Slaven moved, seconded by Ms. Carter, that the Board approve the consent
agenda as follows:

MINUTES:,

Consider minutes from the following meetings:

» Special Meeting, Friday, June 2, 2023
* Regular Meeting, Wednesday, June 14, 2023

Vote was as follows: Yeas: Shull, Slaven, Garber, Wells, Bragg, Carter
and Seaton
Nays: None

Motion carried.

*hkkkkkkkkhkhkk

(END OF CONSENT AGENDA)

kkkkhkhkhkhhkhkk

pLL A s ol -

Scott Cline, PO Box 327, Mt. Sidney, spoke about the Augusta County Republican

Party Committee regarding Dr. Seaton’s opponent for the Wayne District Magisterial
District.

Marco Floyd has concerns with volunteer fire and rescue operations and its members.

Tracy Pyles, 3665 Churchville Ave, Churchville, disagrees with the three-minute time
limit to speak and is concerned about the conduct of the Board of Supervisors.

Mr. Shull addressed the three-minute time limit and stated that the Board rules were
adopted and the time limit was a part of those rules.

Mona Huffer read a letter regarding Dr. Seaton from Linda Dickerson in the Wayne
District.

*hkkkkkkkkkhkkhkk

1 nr P TEDBY T. -
Mr. Garber stated that it was brought to the Board’s attention of incorrect dates on the
_censure resolution that was adopted on July 12, 2023.

Mr. Garber moved, seconded by Mr. Wells, that the Board authorized to amend the
resolution previously adopted on July 12' 2023 to correct the dates that are in error.
May 20, 2023 should be corrected to reflect May 22, 2023 and Wednesday, May 22nd
should be corrected to Wednesday, May 24, 2023.

Dr. Seaton asked for clarification on what rule was broken to deserve the censure and if
there was evidence of who he spoke with.

Mr. Shull stated that the censure was regarding the fact of closed meeting being
recorded without the entire Board knowledge.

Dr. Seaton disagrees with the dates that are on the floor to be amended. He believes
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MATTERS TO BE PRESENTED BY THE BOARD (CQNT’'D)
the real motion to be to remove the censure, not to change the wrong dates to wrong
dates again.

Mr. Garber withdrew his motion due to conflicting dates. The motion is about the
dates not the resolution. He requests the dates be confirmed and addressed at the
next meeting.

Ms. Bragg reminded everyone of the Augusta County Fair.

Dr. Seaton moved, seconded by Ms. Carter, that the Board authorize staff to place all
bylaws for Board and Commissions on the website for public access.

Vote was as follows: Yeas: Shull, Slaven, Garber, Wells, Bragg, Carter
and Seaton
Nays: None
Motion carried.

Dr. Seaton asked if Carolyn Bragg is currently serving as Chair on the Planning
Commission.

Ms. Bragg stated that the Planning Commission voted to table it until the meeting in
August.

Dr. Seaton stated that at the last meeting, the Planning Commission voted to set aside
the bylaws of the Planning Commission, 3-1, that states the chair and the vice chair
shall not be members of the Board of Supervisors nor a member of County staff. Does
Robert’s Rules allow bylaws to be set aside?

James Benkahla, County Attorney, stated that rules and bylaws can be suspended with
a 2/3 vote.

Dr. Seaton argues that bylaws cannot be suspended or set aside. He states that Ms.
Bragg was appointed to the Board of Supervisors on April 19, 2023 and conducted
Planning Commission meetings as the Chair in May and June which is against the
bylaws. Also, bylaws cannot be set aside without notice and the Planning Commission
did not give notice. According to their bylaws, Ms. Bragg is not required to resign as
Chairman, she is automatically not Chairman by accepting her position on the Board of
Supervisors on April 19, 2023 and being sworn in.

Dr. Seaton made the following statement:

“Too many in my position have told themselves | should never have done that. This is
regarding things that I've done to protect our animals, to protect our constitutional rights,
whether it is first amendment. | hate to say this, but | would agree with Tracy Pyles that
we need more time to be able to speak. Three minutes is not enough to get a clear
thought across and to get in some arguments. Too many in my position have told
themselves | should never have done that because the government leaders got me
reprimanded, demoted or fired, or in my case, members of the Board recruited
someone to run against me for Board of Supervisors. That is the power people in
government believe they have. Instead of |listening to constituents or other
representatives, they try to get you fired from your job or run someone against you for
your office. My life would have been so much easier if | had just kept my mouth shut
regarding the animal shelter. | would have cruised to an uncontested election. Perhaps
that is what members of the Board and multiple County Attorneys have done for thirty-
one years as the County supervisors unlawfully created and later maintain the illegal fee
and fines scheme. That stole money from residents, and more importantly, knowingly
held our pets as hostage to get that money, violating our resident’s rights to due process
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and property. | spoke up against the unlawful scheme, and | believe we are already
getting a better, kinder, lawful shelter and a still better one in the future at Verona
Elementary. The Wayne District voters did not elect me to sit by and remain silent.
Though | was untested in government, they elected me hoping | would solve problems
just like | have for my patients for the last twenty-four years. | am not the problem on
this Board. | have been accused of not being a team player. | will assure you that | am
not here to close my eyes and coast to electoral victories. | am not here to cover my
ears and refuse to listen to the criejs .of. co,unty residents. | am not here to stay silent
and vote with the majority so that we can go home early. | am not here to be another
monkey that hears rncﬁeyil,"/o"s'eps*n‘o evil and speaks no evil. | was not elected to be a
ruler, but to be the intermediary between an often-oppressive bureaucracy and the
people | represent. To represent their interests and not the interests of the government
and to empower people with resources that help them navigate their struggles. When
reelected, | will continue to protect their rights.”

Ms. Carter recommends seeking an official opinion regarding bylaws.

Ms. Carter moved, seconded by Dr. Seaton, that the Board appoint Mary Brandenberg
to serve on the CAP-SAW Board. Effective immediately and to expire June 30, 2025.

Vote was as follows: Yeas: Shull, Slaven, Garber, Wells, Bragg, Carter
and Seaton
Nays: None

Motion carried.

Mr. Shull requests a copy of all closed meetings that Dr. Seaton has recorded to allow
clarification of the dates in question. He also requests all emails.

Dr. Seaton will comply to the request with direction of the County Attorney and a Judge.

Mr. Shull reiterated that the Rules of Order are passed each year by the Board to
establish order for the meetings. The Rules of Order uses Robert's Rules simply as a
general guideline.

steskesk sfeskok
seskeok ok skok

MATIERS TO BE PRESENTED BY STAFF

Mr. Fitzgerald discussed the following:
1) National Night out will be held Tuesday, August 1, 2023 at the Government
Center.
2) L3 Harris will be holding a meet and greet on August 4t at the Government
Center.
3)There are two openings on Boards and Commission due to the resolution
regarding Dr. Seaton’s positions.

The Board requests more time to consider the appointments.

Mr. Shull stated that the company doing the Fire/Rescue Strategic Plan needs to
meet with all of the fire stations and evaluate the equipment and terrain.

*khkkkkkkkkkkkkkk
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ARJOURNMENT

Dr. Seaton moved, seconded by Mr. Slaven, that the Board adjourn the meeting.
Vote was as follows: Yeas: Shull, Slaven, Garber, Wells, Bragg, Carterand
Seaton
Nays: None
Motion carried.
(

Chaimman County AdminiStrator

h:7-26min.23
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Special Meeting, Wednesday, August 2, 2023, 7:00 p.m., Government Center, Verona, VA.

PRESENT: Michael Shull, Chairman
Jeffrey Slaven, Vice-Chair
Gerald Garber
Butch Wells
Carolyn Bragg

Pam Carter

Timothy K. Fitzgerald, County Administrator
Jennifer M. Whetzel, Deputy County Administrator
James Benkahia, County Attorney

Angie Michael, Executive Assistant

ABSENT: Scott Seaton

VIRGINIA: At an adjourned special meeting of the Augusta
County Board of Supervisors held on Wednesday,
August 2, 2023, at 7:00 p.m., at the Government
Center, Verona, Virginia, and in the 248™ year of the
Commonwealth....

*kkkkkkk *
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Chairman Shull welcomed those present at the meeting.

*hkkkkkkkkkkkhkk

]

The Board of Supervisors led the Pledge of Allegiance.

*kkkkkk
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Ms. Carter, Pastures District, delivered the invocation.

*hkkkkkhkkhkhkk

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS RESOLUTION ...

The Board considered the following resolution:

RESOLUTION OF THE AUGUSTA COUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
TO ASSERT ITS RIGHTS TO THE POSSESSION, CUSTODY, AND CONTROL
TO PUBLIC RECORDS FROM BOARD MEMBER DR. SCOTT SEATON

WHEREAS, the Augusta County Board of Supervisors finds it necessary to meet in
closed meeting from time to time as a public body; accordingly, each Board Member is
D admitted because he or she is a member of the public body’s governing board.

WHEREAS, the purpose of closed meetings by the Board of Supervisors is to transact
public business; and, therefore, recordings and notes of closed meetings are records that this
Board asserts belong to the public body.

WHEREAS, the Virginia Freedom of Information Act, Virginia Code §§ 2.2-3700, et seq.
(“VFOIA”), defines “public records” as “all writings and recordings that consist of letters,
words, or numbers, or their equivalent, set down by handwriting, typewriting, printing,
photostatting, photography, magnetic impulse, optical or magneto-optical form, mechanical or
electronic recording, or other form of data compilation, however stored, and regardless of
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS RESOLUTION (CONT'D)

physical form or characteristics, prepared or owned by, or in the possession of a public
body or its officers, employees, or agents in the transaction of public business.” See Virginia

Code § 2.2-3701, ’ o

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors asserts that surreptitious recordings of closed
meetings of the Board of Supervisors by a Board Member may be public records and as such
belong in the possession, custody, and control of the County and not an individual board
member, although such recordings may be lawfully exempt from disclosure to others not in
attendance at such closed meetings.

WHEREAS, the Board of Supervisors of Augusta County has determined that certain
public records pertaining to closed session, including but not limited to recordings of closed
meetings, are in the possession, custody, and control of Board Member Dr. Scott Seaton.

WHEREAS, Dr. Seaton has been asked by individual board members in an open
meeting for copies of recordings of closed meetings to be shared with other members of the
Board but has thus far failed, or refused, to share such public records with other board
members.

WHEREAS, the VFOIA applies to records regardless of whether they are created
and/or stored on a device owned by the public body or a personal device or a device owned or
controlled by another entity.

NOW THEREFORE, IN LIGHT OF THE FOREGOING, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS OF AUGUSTA COUNTY, VIRGINIA that:

1. The Board, on behalf of the County, is hereby asserting its right to possession, custody,
and control of any and all public records (as that term is defined in the VFOIA)
pertaining to closed meetings of the Board of Supervisors. These records include but
are not limited to any and all public records created during a closed meeting, public
records created outside of any closed meeting but pertaining to the subject of a closed
meeting, any and all communications pertaining to the subject of a closed meeting, and
any and all communications mentioning information distributed and/or discussed
during a closed meeting, and recordings —regardless of any VFOIA exemption that
might apply.

2. The Board is hereby further requesting, without waiving any lawful exemption(s), that
Dr. Scott Seaton turn over to the County any and all public records as that term is
defined in the Virginia Freedom of Information Act and cases and opinions interpreting
the VFOIA, which are in his possession, custody, or control pertaining to closed session
as described above.

3.  Such records being requested include but are not limited to recordings and/or
communications such as texts, emails, messages, voicemail(s), letters, memorandum,
and any other medium meeting the definition of “public record” under the VFOIA.

4. Such records being requested include any and all records that fall within the definition
of “public record” regardless of the ownership of the device or server upon which the
record was created and/or stored.

5. Such records being requested include any and all public records from January 1, 2020,
to present.

6. If Dr. Seaton refuses this request or fails to provide the public records within 7 business
days of this resolution, the Board hereby authorizes the Chair to submit a request to Dr.
Seaton on behalf of the Board for the aforementioned records pursuant to the VFOIA.

This Resolution shall take effect immediately upon its adoption.

i

1
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BOARD QF SUPERVISORS RESOLUTION CCONT'D)
Ms. Carter verified that paragraph three, which defines VFOIA, includes any

information that was transmitted during a closed meeting.

James Benkahla, County Attorney, stated that it does as long as there is a record of
it.

Ms. Carter asked for clarification on what a public record consisted of.

Mr. Benkahla stated that any document the County has is a public record by
definition. Certain public records are exempt under the Freedom of Information Act or
other lawful exemptions.

Mr. Slaven moved, seconded by Mr. Wells, that the Board adopt the resolution as
presented.

Vote was as follows: Yeas: Shull, Slaven, Garber, Wells, Bragg, and Carter
Nays: None
Absent: Seaton
Motion carried.

Mr. Wells directed Staff to send a copy of the signed resolution by certified mail to Dr.
Seaton.

Ms. Carter asked if Dr. Seaton was afforded the opportunity to call into the
meeting.

Mr. Fitzgerald stated that Dr. Seaton did not request to call in.

*kkkkkkkkkkkkkk

AD RNMENT
Ms. Bragg moved, seconded by Ms. Carter, that the Board adjourn the meeting.

Vote was as follows: Yeas: Shull, Slaven, Garber, Wells, Bragg, and Carter
Nays: None
Absent: Seaton
Motion carried.

Chairman Cotlinty Administrator

h:8-2specmtgmin.23
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Regular Meeting, Wednesday, September 27, 2023, 7:00 p.m., Government Center, Verona,
VA.

PRESENT: Michael Shull, Chairman
Jeffrey Slaven, Vice-Chair
Gerald Garber
Butch Wells
Carolyn Bragg
Pam Carter
Scott Seaton
Timothy K. Fitzgerald, County Administrator
Jennifer M. Whetzel, Deputy County Administrator
James Benkahla, County Attorney
Doug Wolfe, Director of Community Development
Julia Hensley, Planner Il
Angie Michael, Executive Assistant

VIRGINIA: At an adjourned meeting of the Augusta County
Board of Supervisors held on Wednesday,
September 27, 2023, at 7:00 p.m., at the
Government Center, Verona, Virginia, and in the
248" year of the Commonwealth....
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Chairman Shull welcomed those present at the meeting.

*kkkkkkkkkhkhhk [:1

Veterans led the Board in the Pledge of Allegiance.

* % % Kk * *x Kk * k Kk * ok ||

Ms. Carter, Pastures District, delivered the invocation.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

| I- T X Tl -70.5-SQLAR ENERGY
SYSTEMS.
This being the day and time advertised to consider an ordinance amendment to amend
Chapter 25 Section 25-70.5-Solar Energy Systems-Applications and Procedures for
Small Energy Systems.

Julia Hensley, Planner I, stated that the first amendment adds the requirement for an
applicant or representative to hold a conference with the Community Development
department prior to the formal submission of an application for a special use permit
for a small energy system. A similar pre-application meeting is required prior to a D
rezoning request. Staff finds that the pre-application meeting helps explain the staff
process in evaluating requests, the public hearing process, and to discuss how to
mitigate any concerns that may arise. This will also help to eliminate applications that
are incomplete or have inaccurate information. The second amendment is a
housekeeping amendment that revises the incorrect reference to the
decommissioning section of the Solar Energy Systems Ordinance. The Planning
Commission recommends approval.

The Chairman declared the public hearing open.
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SYSTEMS (CQNT'D)

There being no speakers, the Chairman closed the public hearing.

Ms. Bragg moved, seconded by Mr. Slaven, that the Board approve the ordinance
amendment as presented.

Vote was as follows: Yeas: Shull, Slaven, Garber, Wells, Bragg, Carter
and Seaton
Nays: None

Motion carried.

* kkkkkkkkkhkkk
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This being the day and time advertised to consider an ordinance amendment to amend
Chapter 25 Section 25-70.7-Solar Energy Systems-Application and Procedures.

Ms. Hensley stated that this is two proposed ordinance amendments to section 25-
70.5. The first amendment adds the requirement for an applicant or representative to
hold a conference with the Community Development department prior to the normal
submission of an application for a special use permit for a large energy system. This
is the same amendment as the previous one, but for large energy systems. The
second amendment is also a housekeeping amendment that revises the incorrect
references to the decommissioning section of the Solar Energy Systems ordinance.
The Planning Commission recommends approval.

The Chairman declared the public hearing open.
There being no speakers, the Chairman closed the public hearing.

Ms. Bragg moved, seconded by Mr. Wells, that the Board approve ordinance
amendment as presented.

Vote was as follows: Yeas: Shull, Slaven, Garber, Wells, Bragg, Carter
and Seaton
Nays: None

Motion carried.

* *
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AMBULANCE FUNDING REQUEST.

The Board considered a request for authorization of funding for an ambulance.

Greg Schacht, Fire Chief, stated that Augusta County Fire-Rescue is requesting
approval to order a PL Custom ambulance from Goodman Specialized Vehicle. The
strategic plan contains a detailed schedule to replace ambulances on a ten-year cycle.
ACFR staffs seven frontline units on a 24/7 basis and an additional three units in
reserve status. The plan rotates each unit around Augusta County to balance out the
mileage. The goal is to reach 100,000 miles (est.) while in frontline status during the
first seven years. While in reserve status, the plan targets between 15k-20k miles
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AMBULANCE FUNDING REQUEST (CONT'D)

before the unit is replaced. The capital depreciation schedule is the source of funding
with the unit being replaced fully depreciated. With the purchase of this unit, it will be on
a one per year replacement rotation unless ACFR would expand the fleet or service
coverage. The price quote of $402,260.00 includes the HGAC fee of $1,000.00 with the
total capital expenditure not to exceed the requested amount.

Mr. Shull asked if putting this out for bid was considered.

Chief Schacht stated that due to satisfaction of the spec that has been developed and
what has been used through PL Custom.

Mr. Wells moved, seconded by Mr. Slaven, that the Board authorize funding the
purchase of an ambulance.

Mr. Shull does not agree with the process when purchasing new equipment.

Vote was as follows: Yeas: Slaven, Garber, Wells, Bragg, Carter
and Seaton
Nays: Shull
Motion carried. *kkkkkkkkkkkkhk
E UEZ 2 E T

The Board considered the following resolution in support of the Dick Huff Lane
Revenue Sharing Project application:

At a regularly scheduled meeting of the Augusta County Board of Supervisors
held on September 27, 2023, the following resolution was adopted:

WHEREAS, the Augusta County Board of Supervisors desires to submit an
application for an allocation of funds through the Virginia Department of
Transportation Fiscal Year 2027-28, Revenue Sharing Program; and,

WHEREAS, a portion of these funds are requested to fund the improvement of
Rt 940 (Dick Huff Lane), from US 11 to 0.16m E of US 11; and,

WHEREAS, The Augusta County Board of Supervisors hereby supports this
application for an allocation of 50% of the project cost through the Virginia
Department of Transportation Fiscal Year 2027-28 Revenue Sharing Program.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of Supervisors of the
County of Augusta hereby commits to fund its local share of preliminary engineering,
right-of way and construction of the project under agreement with the Virginia
Department of Transportation in accordance with the project financial document.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the County Administrator is authorized to
execute all agreements and/or addendums for any approved projects with the Virginia
Department of Transportation.

Doug Wolfe, Director of Community Development, stated that with construction of the
Augusta County Courthouse in Verona, Timmons Group is developing construction
plans for recommended upgrades to Dick Huff Lane. Since Dick Huff Lane is a VDOT
roadway to its intersection with Government "Center Lane, staff recommends the
County apply for the 50/50 funding available though VDOT’s Revenue Sharing
Program. Funding the 50% match for the County is allocated within the courthouse
budget. The County is currently at a 35% conceptual design with the entrance
roadway. Final revenue sharing applications are due to VDOT on October 2, 2023
and require that the Board adopt a resolution committing the County’s share of
funding. Current estimate for the 35% plans is $2,758,674 and the County’s
responsibility of that estimate is $1,379,337. There is a 30% contingency built into the
estimate.
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The estimate has gone up since the initial preapplication was submitted in June. This is
based on some of the construction costs. It is important to apply for more funding than
what is needed to get to the 50% match. VDOT will match 50% of what is spent.
Inflation to the construction year is included in the total, which is 2026. Staff will work
with VDOT to try to pull the project forward into prior years so that it will sync with the

construction and completion of the courthouse in 2025.

Ms. Bragg moved, seconded by Ms. Carter, that the Board approve the resolution and
authorize the County Administrator to sign agreements.

Vote was as follows: Yeas: Shull, Slaven, Garber, Wells, Bragg, Carter
and Seaton
Nays: None

Motion carried.

* % kkkkkkkkkkk *
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INF TRUCTURE FUNDING REQUEST-WEYE VE V TEER FIR .
The Board considered a funding request from Weyers Cave Volunteer Fire Company
for a renovation project.

Funding Source: Middle River Infrastructure 8012-104 $30,000.00
North River Infrastructure 8013-75 $30,000.00

Timothy Fitzgerald, County Administrator, stated that this is a funding request to assist
with a renovation project for a total of $60,000.00.

Mr. Garber moved, seconded by Mr. Slaven, that the Board approve the funding
request as presented.

Vote was as follows: Yeas: Shull, Slaven, Garber, Wells, Bragg, Carter
and Seaton
Nays: None

Motion carried.

*D** *kkkkkhkkkk

SCHOOL BOARD YEAR-END FUND BALANCE .

The Board considered the School Board year-end fund balance request.

Mr. Fitzgerald stated that the School Board has requested in writing for consideration to
use their year-end fund balance. The prevailing practice, in previous years, is to use the
fund balance for their School Capital Improvement Program. The current fund balance
is $521,528.00 and the School Board would like to utilize that fund balance to help fund
the two middle schools that are currently under construction and to address some future
emergency or capital projects in their capital program.

Mr. Garber moved, seconded by Ms. Bragg, that the Board approve the School Board
year-end fund balance request.
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SCHOQI BOARD. YEAR:END EUND BALANCE (CONT'D)
Vote was as follows: Yeas: Shull, Slaven, Garber, Wells, Bragg, Carter
and Seaton
Nays: None

Motion carried.

khkkkkkhkkhhkhkk

ANIMAL.QRDIANCE AMENDMENTS

The Board considered the Animal Ordinance amendments for public hearing.

Mr. Fitzgerald stated that these amendments add a table that would allow for the civil
fees and fines for various violations of the code versus what is criminal today. Also,
changes to code section 5-12, 5-21, 5-22 and 5-51 in regards to state code references.

Dr. Seaton asked for a description of the process of how the civil penalties will be
assessed.

Mr. Fitzgerald stated that under section 5-51, there is language in the ordinance that
specifies the different code sections that would be civil violations. There are first,
second and third offences in the new ordinance, if a dog was found running at large
and the Animal Control Officers were able to capture the dog running at large, if the
owner is unknown the dog would be taken to the Animal Shelter. The shelter would
hold the animal and then if the owner comes forward they would get a civil violation first
offense and a $25.00 charge. If the owner chooses to not pay the $25 fine, they will
receive a summons and will need to appear in court. The fine for a second offense is
$75.00 and a third offense is $150.00.

Mr. Slaven moved, * seconded by Ms. Bragg, that the Board approve the Animal
Ordinance amendments for public hearing on October 25, 2023.

Vote was as follows: Yeas: Shull, Slaven, Garber, Wells, Bragg, and Carter
Nays: Seaton

Motion carried.

Dr. Seaton moved that the Board approve replacing the second section of 5-22 that
says any person who owns a dog that runs at large shall be deemed to have violated
the provisions of this section with the corresponding state code that is found in 3.2-6238
that says any person who permits his dog to run at large or remain unconfined,
unrestricted, or not penned up shall be deemed to have violated an ordinance adopted
pursuant to the provisions of this section.

Dr. Seaton made a statement regarding the issues with the animal ordinance.

Vote was as follows: Yeas: Seaton
Nays: Shull, Slaven, Garber, Wells, Bragg, and Carter

Motion failed.

Wl kKR R
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ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS

The Board considered the following ordinance amendments for public hearing:

Chapter 25 Section 25-74
Chapter 25 Section 25-4
Chapter 25 Section 25-303
Chapter 25 Section 25-384
Chapter 25 Section 25-603

®oo0 oo

Julia Hensley, Planner Il, reviewed the five ordinance amendments that will need to
be advertised for a public hearing in November.

Ms. Bragg moved, seconded.by Ms. Carter, that the Board approve advertising for
public hearing.

Vote was as follows: Yeas: Shull, Slaven, Garber, Wells, Bragg, Carter
and Seaton
Nays: None
Motion carried.

kkhkkkkkhkkkkkkkk

CONSENT AGENDA
Mr. Fitzgerald request that the minutes for August 9, 2023 be removed from the
Consent Agenda for further review.

Mr. Slaven moved, seconded by Mr. Wells that the Board approve the consent
agenda as follows and remove the August 9, 2023 minutes:

MINUTES

Consider minutes from the following meeting:

+ Staff Briefing, Monday, August 21,2023
* Regular meeting, Wednesday, August 23, 2023

Vote was as follows: Yeas: Shull, Slaven, Garber, Wells, Bragg, Carter
and Seaton
Nays: None

Motion carried.

Dr. Seaton questioned by E-Comments were not included word for word in the
minutes.

Mr. Fitzgerald explained the process.

Dr. Seaton moved that the Board approve having E-Comments included in the
minutes verbatim.

After Board discussion, Dr. Seaton withdrew the motion on the table. The Board
agreed to discuss e-comments at the Staff Briefing on Monday, October 23, 2023.
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(END OF CONSENT AGENDA)

*kkkkk
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MATTERS TO BE_PRESENTED BY THE PUBLIC
David Zimmerman, 120 Lee Highway, Verona, is concerned with the actions of a certain
Board member. He also has concerns about the actions of campaigners.

David Briggman, 7556 Mountain Valley Road, Keezletown, restated an email that he
sent to the Board. He is concerned about what taxpayers are having to pay due to
unnecessary lawsuits from Nexus.

*kkkkkkkkkkkhkk

MATTERS TO BE PRESENTED BY THE BOARD
Dr. Seaton discussed a FOIA request received by a former Board member.

Ms. Bragg reminded everyone that September is Public Transportation Month. She
attended a joint MPO meeting with Charlottesville, Albemarle, Staunton, Augusta
County and Waynesboro.

Mr. Garber has issues with the fact that the state budget allotted $100 million for Rail
to Bike Trail through the Shenandoah Valley when there are numerous road
improvements that are needed.

Ms. Carter thanked the Service Authority for their work in Deerfield. She also stated
that there is a potential opportunity for a cell tower to be put in West Augusta. Based
on the current ordinance, the tower site will require a variance. Ms. Carter asks for
Board support to send the current telecommunications ordinance for review to allow
for more flexibility.

The Board directs staff to review the ordinance and determine the possible solution to
the issue.

Mr. Wells requests that Dr. Seaton respond to the text or email that Mr. Fitzgerald
sent to him regarding the contract he claimed was signed without Board’s approval.

Mr. Slaven stated that he can give a small example of how to take something factual
and twist it around and make it seem favorable for one’s position. There is a two-
question survey done between July and August of 2022. The first question is; to what
extent do you support providing body cameras and dash cameras for the County
Sheriffs deputies? The highest figure answered is 65%. That is not 90%. The
second question is; to what extent do you support using county taxes to fund body
cameras and dash cameras? The answer percentage drops to 47%. The question
does ask how to fund, it simply says County taxes. The survey makes no mention of
the ongoing cost once the County enters into the program. It is time to start pushing
back to inaccuracies.

Mr. Shull expressed concerns with 181 and the number of accidents happening. The
return on the corridor taxes and the fuel taxes being paid is not what it should be for
this region.
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