POPLAR POINT ASSOCIATION
Meeting Minutes
5.2.26			       10:00 AM			   Playground
Attending
Andy Borme, Tricia Borne, Onno Boswinkel, Maybeth Conway, Joseph DiPietro, Annette Dwyer, Bob Hirsch, Cindy Hebert, Fran Lehman, Jim Lehman, Steve Lord, Dawn Marcaccio, Anthony Micheletti, Mary Ann Naddy, Barbara Nicholson, Ed Nicholson, Bill Simeone,
Steve Lord, president, called the meeting to order at 10:06 AM
1.  Poplar Point Association Elections
Steve Lord initiated the annual discussion of organizational leadership with an invitation to anyone
who would like to assume an officer’s position.  The only change involved the position of Vice President.  Joe Dipietro, who is currently temporary Vice President, agreed to assume the role on a permanent basis.  His appointment was unanimously approved.  The following officers will continue in their current roles:
Steve Lord:  President		Maybeth Conway:  Secretary		Tony Scelsa:  Treasurer
2.  Secretary’s Report
Maybeth distributed copies of the 9/27/25 minutes and corrected a last-minute location switch for last December’s holiday party.  Joanne McDermott hosted cocktail hour and Erney Fryberg hosted dinner.  A motion to accept the slightly amended minutes was approved.
3.   Treasurer’s Report
Tony Scelsa was unable to attend, so Steve Lord presented copies of the Treasurer’s Report.  Our current balance is $8737.53, not including recent dues payments of more than $2,000.   Once again, credit for our improved financial status was given in part to our volunteer playground landscaping team headed by Bill Simeone.  The group also discussed the possibility of procuring liability insurance for the playground.  Bob Hirsch agreed to research the available options. A motion to accept the Treasurer’s Report was approved.  
4.  Committee Reports
A. Sunshine/Membership 
Victoria McDonnell was unable to attend this meeting.  Members of the group suggested that she provide a welcoming package to Rebekah Flanders and her family who have returned to the Heard home on Newport Avenue as well as the new owners of the home on 22 Lexington Avenue.   

B.  Playground                      
Bob Hirsch provided a playground update. He noted that it would be prudent to examine the chains and clamps on the four swings to verify their safety.  He also noted that the dirt under the swings would be replenished.  Members expressed their appreciation again for his playground upkeep and his donation of the replacement tether balls. 
C.  Website/IT 
Steve reported that website is up to date. There was a suggestion made to post a full membership list with phone numbers and/or email addresses to promote neighborly connections. Steve expressed grave privacy concerns. He did agree to send out an email to determine whether members would like to be included in a neighborhood registry that could be available to members.  Steve also encouraged members to send along any relevant activity updates for posting to www.poplarpointnk.org.
5.  Events
A. Spring Events
I.  A Poplar Point Yard Sale is scheduled for Saturday, June 13th from 9:00 AM to 2:00 P.M. Victoria McDonnell is coordinating this non-PPA event.  The necessary permit has been obtained. Any resident is welcome to put out a table.
II. Start of Summer Beach Cocktail Party is now scheduled for June 20th at our little beach
at 5:00 P.M.  As is our custom, those who wish to attend are encouraged to bring their beverage
of choice as well as an appetizer for sharing.
B.  Summer Events
I.  North Kingstown Fireworks will take place on July 3rd.
II.   Mid-summer Beach Cocktail Party is scheduled for July 25th.

6.  Other Business – Any Offers/ Suggestions
A. Signs on Roads
Concerns were voiced again about the speed at which drivers are still coming into the neighborhood on Steamboat Avenue.  At the very least, members requested that we approach the town again requesting some signage at the first curve in the road which is particularly hazardous.  Barbara Nicholson offered to contact Nicholas Salois, the town traffic enforcement officer to request his assistance.
B. Right of Way Clearance
Members revisited the topic of right of way clearance. Annette Dwyer provided a report that she and Gidget Loomis had prepared for the group.  They visited each of the rights of way on the point during the month of April and found them to be in good condition.  However, they noted that the right of way on Wright Lane is not shown on the town’s GIS (Geographic Information System) map.  They suggested that the association secretary contact an appropriate town official requesting updated maps. 
C.  New Business
Members of our group discussed the challenges involved in community building.  This discussion
focused on the desire to entice more of the newer families to forge stronger connections with neighbors 
and hopefully take an active role in our association.  A few suggestions of possible enticements were 
offered.  A number of members agreed to meet to explore more options and develop a tentative plan. 
Tricia Borme offered to take a leadership role in this effort.

7.  Next Meeting
Our next regular meeting will be held at 10 AM on Saturday, July 18, 2026 at the playground.  

The meeting was adjourned at 11:17 A.M.

  
