


Episode 2
Episode 2 begins with a big move for Greene and Fadia from campus, to Northeast LA; their journey as 
roommates begins. 

Leaf and Fadia, in a chaotic chance of events, finally cross paths, and their connection may seem apparent 
to us, but certainly not to them. They don't even trade numbers or anything; he just drops her off via the 
Ryde app. 

Fadia spurs the story down the proverbial flashback, into pre-colonial Los Angeles, with her question to 
Greene- “… You’re a ‘native?’ Are you from here? Los Angeles? Mr. Native?” As flashbacks involving 
the characters are usually preceded by a historical flashback, Fadia’s past comes to light after we dissolve 
from a short  visual  history of  the Los Angeles  Basin.  We see,  for  the first  time,  Fadia’s  life  before 
America, and the important relationship she has with her father. 

The episode sees the transition from 2014 to 2015, beginning with Greene’s viewing of Obama’s State of 
the Union for 2015. The year is also marked by the beginning of the Saudi Arabian bombardment of 
Yemen, thus so it begins in our characters as well, and will span throughout the series. 

The plot thickens between Leaf and Greene, as Greene becomes a new customer. It also thickens between 
Dean and Fadia, as Dean continues to ask for her advice on his thesis. Another trajectory is spawned when 
they start talking about populists- “What about Mohammad Mossadegh? He’s one of my favorites,” Fadia 
lectures. Inevitably, we end with a short history of Iran’s Mohammad Mossadegh, and his overthrow from 
Iranian leadership.  



 



Episode 3
Episode 3 gives deeper insight into Leaf and Jasmine’s relationship, as shown in the first scene; they 
(attempt to) discuss the problems between them, while diving into their past with blame, anger, and guilt. 

By this point,  Fadia and Dean have discussed much about politics and the supposed science thereof. 
Much to Fadia’s alarm, she finds that his thesis looks a lot like the one she’s been working on; even 
though she never revealed her own to him (or us for that matter), she finds that her tutorage of Dean was 
taken advantage of in a way she couldn’t have foreseen. Fadia, in response, begins her plan of defense, or 
offense, depending on who you’re asking. She begins the process of filing a claim for plagiarism. 

As we near the end of the episode, the 2015 republican primaries start, sparking new revelations for all 
the characters.. Greene continues his film, while also unexpectedly getting involved with Jasmine that 
starts with a “rehearsal kiss.” 

Fadia and Jasmine cross paths, which sparks another pre-colonial Los Angeles trajectory that features the 
famous Tongva rebel, Toypurina. By the end, Fadia meets the Dean of Students, Richard Paulson, to 
discuss her claim of plagiarism against Dean Walker. Fadia’s despair continues as it’s both represented in, 
and actually connected to, the shelling of Aleppo.





Episode 4
Episode 4 is one of the shorter episodes, focusing more on Leaf and his contraband technics; how he 
harvests, how he sells, etc.. And we see the continuation of his (seemingly stable for now) relationship 
with Jasmine. However, there are weird things happening, such as running into Fadia again, this time at 
the drop-off/pick-up zone at the University. And, this time, they will trade numbers. 

As Fadia’s plagiarism claim is processed, she confronts Dean Walker about his theft (regards to Leaf’s 
Ryde services) of her work, which he used to, not only graduate, but create a political strategy start-up 
which seems to be picking up momentum. Their conversation, despite attempts from both- sorta’- doesn’t 
go well. 

Jasmine, too, continues her complicated relationship; physically involved with Greene and Leaf, whom 
she sees little of both.  





 



Episode 5
Episode  5  covers  a  lot  of  ground;  from  Fadia’s  plagiarism  hearing,  to  Jasmine  and  Greene’s  new 
relationship  that  now includes  sex,  to  Leaf’s  ongoing  technical  difficulties  as  a  drug  dealer  in  Los 
Angeles. 

Fadia, by the end of this episode appears to be triumphant in her efforts to prove to the University that 
Dean stole her work, though much is still to come. 

Leaf accidentally runs into a protest regarding “LAPD spying,” which unfortunately for him, is a topic he 
should look into; thus begins his irksome descent into activism (which wouldn't fully develop until a 
theoretical Season 2 or 3). 

Greene, during all of this, is having a brush with acid, and breaks his hand in a fight (with Dean Walker). 
This chaotic stream of events probably explains his odd decision to go meet with Leaf for more LSD 
(LSA), before he realizes how awkward it is that he’s fucking the dude’s girlfriend. Leaf is seemingly 
unaware of this, but it’s questionable how much he’d care. Not to say he wouldn’t. 

Leaf’s relationship with Fadia develops, not sexually, but as becoming actual friends.  



 





Episode 6
Episode 6 is full of cops, much to Leaf’s exasperation, from the beginning, through the end. 

Fadia is mailed the decision on whether or not Mr. Walker plagiarized her. Not only is he not found guilty, 
but her scholarship, she is notified, will be suspended for her breaking of some technicalities (meeting 
with Dean pre-plagiarism trial). After an unexpected fit of anger, the process of her new fight against the 
university begins. 

As Leaf becomes more and more cautious about staying under the radar, while he and Jasmine are in the 
midst of a struggle  of their own again. Greene is in the post-production stage of his film, as his physical 
relationship with Jasmine continues, an obvious barb, but not the catalyst, which will lead to her eventual 
breakup with Leaf; it  will precede insight into their past,  their lives in Chico, and surrounding Butte 
County. 



 



Episode 7
Episode 7 marks the near-end of the winter quarter of 2015, which also means the end of the year. 

Greene is almost finished with his movie, but the closer he gets to finishing, the less he feels about the 
whole project; plus there’s something that could be problematic about the picture, but he doesn’t dare say 
it aloud at this time! 

Fadia is in the midst of her lowest point; she doesn’t know where where she’s going to get funding for the 
next semester, her work looks to have been stolen for good, and the top university brass seemingly want 
her out. While there are nebulous ways to fight back such as “taking it to the Times,” this is a full defeat. 
Leaf and Fadia have become pretty good friends at this point, meeting up for multiple coffee meets, food, 
and general bullshit. 

Leaf knows of Fadia’s money troubles, and has ultimately brews up the idea to give her the money to 
continue school, for at least the next semester. If you know Fadia, it won’t come as a surprise that she’s 
reluctant to accept such a great gift. But after a back-and-forth, and Leaf reassuring her that it’s a loan, not 
a gift, she does end up accepting. This moment codifies their friendship in a new way, unseen to either of 
them. 

Leaf’s intentions are not ulterior, as he makes clear, he wants to help her. She doesn’t fully buy it, but 
there seems to be no other way. And, she doesn’t have the heart to tell her parents what happened, who 
she’s afraid will ask her to come back to Cairo. While she doesn’t intend to go back to the Middle East, 
the  story  takes  a  huge U-turn  exactly  that  way,  where  now we gain  insight  into  Fadia’s  life  before 
America…  





Episode 8
Episode 8 is a full hour of Fadia’s young adult life in Syria. 

The long awaited answers to the mystery of Fadia’s political leanings, principles, and experiences are 
given. We also discover why her family moved from Syria to Egypt, and despite what many might think, 
it wasn’t because of the war itself. Instead, it was because of her organizing of peaceful protests against 
the Assad regime that compelled her father to retire early, and move them out of the country to Cairo. The 
infamous troubles, though, do begin soon after. 

We see a side of Fadia that was unknown; she is a fierce activist at heart. Because, while her family was 
trying to disrupt her path of dissidence in order to protect her, the famous Tahrir Square protests begin 
soon after they move. Of course, she participates in those protests too, and that begins her eventual path to 
America to study “imperial politics” as she puts it. Important personal insight, like her relationship with 
her mother and father, is also given. 

Fadia and her father are like best friends, but his action of taking her to Cairo becomes unforgivable, at 
least for the time being. The schism between Fadia and her mother is apparent, and it’s obvious that it 
really began when she became a teenager. She has her familial struggles, but by the end, there is a kind of 
resolution between all of them; she accepts their mistakes as acts of love, and they accept her as a fighter 
for her convictions, despite their differences in politics. 

This is also the time a new historical trajectory begins, that of the modern history of Syria, from Shukri 
al-Quwatli to Hafez al-Assad that will, like all the other trajectories, lead to an apex (this one in Season 
2). 

Before the season closes out, we see her talking to Greene after the 2015 semester’s end. She has told 
Greene  virtually  all  of  what  we  have  just  found  out  about  her  life  in  Syria,  a  major  admission  of 
information, which signifies a breakthrough for her, and her friendship with Mr. Davids.  




