


Pilot Breakdown (Episode 1)

On Page 1 we come right 
out of the gate with an 
intro to Fadia Qudsi and 
Leaf Riley. As season 1 
progresses, the connection 
of these two is slowly 
realized. Their budding 
f r i e n d s h i p , l i k e t h e 
histories that are weaved 
in and out of the story, will 
also head to an apex.

What we learn on Page 1 is that Fadia Qudsi is from the Middle East, maybe Cairo. 
And, as her “American Shit” playlist floods the audio, we see that poppies are being 
harvested by a young man named Leaf Riley. We don’t know why, we don’t know 
how it’s connected, but it provides visual and intellectual provocation for the 
eventual apex of their friendship by the end of the season.



By Page 3 Fadia arrives to 
the disastrous LAX airport, 
and we find out that Leaf is 
also a Ryde (Lyft) driver. 
Airports throughout the 
entire series will be a very 
impor tant mot i f , bo th 
visually, and narratively.

By Page 12, Fadia has 
established herself into the 
university: dorms, working 
in the library, etc.. This is 
also when she meets Dean 
Walker, a pivotal character 
who becomes her arch 
nemesis (which we think 
might be her romantic 
interest at first). By this 
point, we have already 
gotten a gl impse into 
Fadia’s ret icent, even 
secretive, character.



Page 16, is where we introduce one of the top 3 characters of the story, Green Davids (Fadia 
and Leaf being the other two). What begins over coffee is a strong, completely plutonic, bond 
between them. This is despite Greene’s initial crush on her, which he does well to keep to 
himself during the period it lasts. As time goes on, their friendship will remain; something that is 
arguably stronger, since it is based fully on trust, not attraction.



From Page 22-23 is the first split 
end, or thread, that parts from the 
central narrative; this time in Israel 
and Palestine, where the infamous 
2014 Operation Protective Edge 
that killed eight Israelis, and 
thousands of Gazans, rages.

Greene Davids has a special 
connection to this current event, for 
it is what has apparently thrown 
him into a general concern for the 
Midd le East (The I raq War 
notwithstanding). Later, as the 
s e r i e s c o n t i n u e s , G r e e n e 
transforms from a concern person, 
into an activist (Season 2).



Dean’s charm and outlook of 
trustworthiness obfuscate him 
from any ill perceptions, at 
least for now. Sufficed to say, 
the encounter doesn’t go well. 
H i s f r i e n d s a r e n o t a s 
indistinct as he.

Page 26-27 shows an attempt by 
Dean Walker to introduce Fadia 
to his friends. There’s no doubt at 
this point that Mr. Walker has 
ulterior motives with her, but one 
would assume they’re just 
romantic ones; at this point that is 
probably what they are.



 

Page 28-29 Fadia has her 
first real encounter with a 
p ro fessor. Many o f the 
professors, she quickly figures 
out, are imperialists.



From Page 30-32 Greene 
Davids and Jasmine 
(Krasner) continue their 
budding something-ship as 
they work their part-full time 
job at Yoga West. Jasmine 
(Krasner), we find, happens to 
be the girlfriend of Leaf Riley. 
This entire situation, too, will 
come to an apex.



From Page 33-36 we get a glimpse into Jasmine and Leaf’s relationship. They generally mind their 
own business (try to), watch TV (Leaf just installed cable, but Jasmine wants Roku), and talk about 
this city they find themselves in- Los Angeles. It should be obvious that they’ve been together for a 
while because they say little to each other, and the little they do say comes with a context of its own. 
They’re not from here, we know that much. And they haven’t been here long. This will change, of 
course, as time goes on, and fights will begin to brew, because they each are each changing 
throughout the season. We continue more into Leaf’s world, his poppy technics, his general 
absentia, and a thread of his own: An Afghan man destroying poppies, and the Arctic ice sliding 
down into the waters below.



At Page 37 we have another important story thread: a piece of the infamous violence being dealt 
out against Fadia’s country, Syria, by many actors; this time, by the infamous ISIS at Kobani.

F r o m P a g e 3 7 - 4 3 t h e b o n d 
strengthens between Fadia and Greene as 
they each learn a little more about the other. 
Greene finds out that Fadia is from Syria, not 
Egypt, and Fadia finds out where Greene’s 
initial concern for Middle East incursions and 
conflict spawn from, despite him not actually 
knowing what or where Syria is on the map. 
“That near Iraq?” A couple other things are 
discussed, but what matters is the friendship 

that’s building between them.



From Page 44-49 We re-enter Leaf’s world of low-key, calculated, drug dealing; we see how 
he uses ride-share as a way to network his product, and gain customers. Most importantly, 
he meets Greene Davids for the the first time.   



Page 50-58 begins with Dean, Fadia, and Greene, sharing a class together. A furious debate 
ensues between Professor Barkin and Fadia Qudsi over the constitutionality of targeted 
assassinations. A Visual thread of the targeted killings of Anwar Awlaki and his son comes in 
as the debate between the two focusses on that particular instance. Also, Dean, Fadia, and 
Greene, share their first bit of screen time after class; details about the enigmatic Mr. Walker 
are cryptically revealed through small threads, bits of dialogue, and his own clash with the 
same professor previously; what’s eventually building here are multiple nemeses that will 
span seasons.

As BSYP progresses, many threads in the Middle East, 
and connections to foreign policy weave in and out. Like 
many of the other threads, there will be an apex to each 
one; two trajectories coming around to meet each-other. 
Some are more significant than others. If the series is 
allowed to continue around 4-5 Seasons, the Middle East 
policy apex would come around in the end, as Fadia 
would be deeply involved in American politics by that 
point. Other important story threads would come around 
by the end as well. If it continues for 6, the last season 
could actually by a window into the near future.



As we close out Episode 1, Pages 59-65, we get more insight into Fadia, where she comes 
from, her goals, intentions, values. By now, it has been about 3 months, and Greene proposes 
that they should be roommates to save money, create convenience, etc.. The plutonic outcome 
of their relationship, despite Greene’s crush, is all but settled, especially for Fadia. He likes 
being friends with her and wouldn’t ask for more. This proposal is about as far as “asking for 
more” goes, and it doesn’t contain ulterior motives. He truly likes her company.




