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Border Eco Upcdeies

Thank you to our Border Eco Magazine readers!

With deepest appreciation,

SPECIAL ANNOUNCEMENT

We now offer great advertising packages at Border Eco Magazine. Find out how we
can help promote your business in Santa Cruz County by contacting us. Our magazine
reaches a wide and diverse audience, providing excellent exposure for your brand.
With our targeted distribution, your advertisements will be seen by key demographics
interested in your products or services. Additionally, our team offers creative support to
ensure your message resonates effectively with potential customers.

Our office is located on :
1071 N. Grand Ave. Ste. #122,
Nogales, Arizona 85621
(520) 461-4880
Email: contact@bordereco.com

Please send us information on any upcoming events, meetings, or programs to share with
our readers.

www.bordereco.com
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Chief Editor: Adriana Romero

Student Intern Reporter: Nadia Sandoval
Student Intern Reporter: Chris Alcaraz
Graphic Designer Consultant: Erika Ruiz
Sales Representative: Tony Montanez

Information is correct at press time.
Check www.bordereco.com for updates.
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expressed in published materials do not necessarily
reflect those of Border Eco Magazine. Border Eco
accepts content from various sources, advertisers,
and contributors, but disclaims any responsibility

or liability for the accuracy or implications of such
content.
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DEFENDING OUR

VOTE

Know your rights as a voter

Learn about your voting rights, how
elections work in Arizona, and other
important resources to make sure your

vote is counted on Election Day!
acluaz.org/vote

Volunteer with us!

Become a Democracy Defender with
the ACLU of Arizona to help protect,
defend, and strengthen democracy

in your community! o

Problems or concerns when voting?

Call the non-partisan Election Protection Hotline:

1-866-OUR-VOTE | 1-866-687-8683

El derecho al voro es parte fundamental de nuestra
democracia y todos tenemos el poder de protegerlo.

Fechas claves de las elecciones del 2026

23 de octubre Ultimo dia para solicitar una
boleta por correo para las
elecciones generales
2.7 de octubre Ultimo dia recomendado
para
enviar su boleta por correo
30 de octubre Ultimo dia para votar
anticipadamente en persona

3 de noviembre Diadelas eleccidones

The right ro vore is fundamental to our democracy,
and we all have the power to protect it.

2026 Election Dates and Deadlines

October 23 Last day to request a ballot-by-
mail for the General Election

October 27 Last recommended day to mail
back your ballot

October 30 Last day to vote early in person

November 3 Election Day

DEFENDIENDO NUESTRO

VoTO

Conozca sus derechos como vorante

iInférmese sobre sus derechos
electorales, como funcionan las
elecciones en Arizona y otros recursos
importantes para asegurarse de que su

voto cuente el dia de las elecciones!
acluaz.org/vota

jSea uno de nuestros voluntarios!

{Unase a la ACLU de Arizona como
Defensor de la Democracia para ayudar
a proteger, defender y fortalecer la

democracia en su comunidad!
acluaz.org/act

;Problemas o inquietudes al votar?

Llame a la linea de proteccion electoral no partidista:

1-888-VE-Y-VOTA | 1-888-839-8682

ACLU Arizona
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Santa Cru,g,’s ‘Literacy, ‘Bus Tnwites ‘Neighbors to
Make a Difference

Local schools, businesses, and neighbors are being called upon to help put books into the hands of young readers and
spark a love of reading.

The Office of Santa Cruz County School Superintendent Maya Donnelly is leading an effort to bring books, stories,
and imagination directly to the children and fawmilies of Santa Cruz County.

Much like a traditional public library, the Santa Cruzer Mobile Library Bus brings the joy of books and learning to
the places where fawmilies gather. From schools and daycare centers to community centers, parks, and local events,
the Santa Cruzer travels throughout our community, meeting children where they are and ereating opportunities to
discover the magic of reading.

Now, the effort is growing. The Santa Cruzer is inviting local businesses, organizations, and neighbors to support

a book donation drive called Pasa El Libro. All donated books will be redistributed to students who visit the mobile
library, giving each child the chance to select a book of their own and begin building a personal library.

By placing books directly in students hands, Pasa El Libro aims to extend the benefits of the Santa Cruzer Mobile
Library Bus beyond each visit. These opportunities bring reading into homes and make literature a more accessible
part of everyday life.

“This is a way for our community to invest in the future of Santa Cruz's students and their future; one book, one
reader, and one story at a time,” said Paloma Barraza, Literacy Coordinator, Santa Cruz County School
Superintendent’s Office.

Comwmunity members and businesses interested in donating books or organizing a collection drive are encouraged fo
contact the Santa Cruz County School Superintendent’s Office at (520137 5-7940.

Follow us on Twitter @ contacteco Eco|l
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"Young SCV39 Honors Five Inductees at 2026 Distinguished Hall'of Eame{Ceremony

RI0 RICO, Ariz. Santa Cruz Valley Unified School District No. 35 celebrated the achievements of four individuals and one championship athletic team
during its 2026 Distinguished Hall of Fame Ceremony on Oct. 3 at Rio Rico High School.

This year’s inductees were Dr. Wesiey Brewer, Theresa Manns, Teresa Brown Potter, Sebastian Valencia, and the 2008 Rio Rico High School Boys’ Cross
Country State Championship team. The ceremony iorought together district

ieadership, Governing Board members, educators, community leaders, and guests to recognize the inductees' iasting contributions.

The annual event honors individuals and teams whose accompiishments reﬂect the talent, dedication, and excellence found throughout the SCV35 com-
munity.

Honoring a Legacy of Music Education

Dr. Wesiey Brewer served as director cf bands at Rio Rico High School ﬁrom 2000 to0 2006 hefore pursuing doctoral studies in music education at Arizona
State University. He later served as associate professor and director of music education at Roosevelt Univers ity's Chicago Coiiege of Perforrning Arts from
2009 to 2016.

Since 2016, Brewer has served on the facuity at Oregon State University as an associate professor and coordinator of music education. Through his univer-
sity work, he has mentored more than 100 music teachers and contributed schoiariy research to numerous music education publications.

In 2010, Brewer received the national Outstanding Dissertation Award from the Council for Research in Music Education, recognizing his contributions to
the ﬁeid.

Ceiehrating a Career in Music Education

Theresa Manns dedicated 27 years to teaching music in SCVUSD No. 35, inspiring generations of students through her passion for music and education.
Originaiiy from Gary, Indiana, Manns moved to Arizona with her famiiy at age11. She graduated from Sahuarita High School and earned a bachelor’s
degree inj ournalism with a minor in music ﬁ'om Northern Arizona Univers ity. Aithough she initiaiiy envisioned a career in photojournaiism, her iifeiong
love of music uitimateiy led her to pursue music education.

Manns ioegan her teaching career at Tubac Eiementary School, where she taught music and art. While raising three children, she continued her education
and earned a master’s degree from Northern Arizona University.

Her musical journey hegan at age 5 when she started piaying piano. Over the years, she shared her talents with her famiiy church and community, con-
tinuing to inspire young peop le throughout her teaching career. Aithough retived from the classroom, she remains committed to sharing her love of music
with others.

Recognizing a Pioneer in Science Education

Teresa Brown Potter dedicated 26 years to Rio Rico High School and SCVUSD No. 35, teaching chemistry, anatomy and physiology, and physics from 1995
to 2021.

Throughout her career, Potter heiped establish several foundationai programs at Rio Rico High School, serving as the school’s ﬁrst chemistry teacher, ﬁrst
science department chair, ﬁrst science curriculum facititator, and ﬁrst swim coach. She also became the ﬁrst Rio Rico High School Teacher of the Year and
the districtwide Teacher of the Year.

Her impact extended well ioeyond the classroom. Potter mentored seven Southern Arizona Science Fair winners who advanced to the ﬁnais at international
science and engineering fairs. From 2014 through 2021, she was annuaiiy selected for the Most ]nﬂuentiai Educator Award ioy a senior in the top 5% cf the
graduating class.

Her achievements also included being named American Chemical Society Southern Arizona Teacher of the Year and receiving the 76/Circle K Outstand-
ing High School Facuity Award. In 2018, she was part of the Advanced Placement Chemistry and Camhridge Chemistry cadres that heiped SCVUSD No.
35 earn National AP District of the Year and National Cambridge District of the Year honors.

Potter’s inﬂuence continues through the students, educators, and science programs she heiped shape throughout her career.

#6 Pg. Border Eco | November 2026 | www.bordereco.com



From Rio Rico High School to NASA's Space Telescope Program

Sebastian Valencia graduated from Rio Rico High School in 2018 as salutatorian before continuing his education at the University of Arizona's James C.
Wyant Co“ege of Opﬂca[ Sciences. He earned a bachelor's degree in optica[ sciences and engineering in 2022 and a master's degree n optica[ sciences in
2023. During his undergraduate studies, he received several distinguished national awards and was named Outstanding Undergraduate Student for his
graduating class.

Valencia has contributed to NASA's Nancy Grace Roman Space Te[escope, which launched in late August 2026. The te[escope is designed to capture
wideﬁe[d views of the universe and he[p scientists investigate dark matter and dark energy.

Since 2023, Valencia has worked as an optica[ engineer at BAE Systems' Space & Mission Systems division, fovmevly Ball Aerospace. His work focuses on
the vesearch and deve[opmen’c of space~based imagers and spectroscopic instruments.

He cuwent[y serves as the assemb[y, integration and test lead fov a BAE Systems research initiative focused on advancing techno[ogies needed for NASA's
planned Habitable Worlds Observatory.

Valencia's accomp(ishments high[ight the opportunities that can grow ﬁfom a strong educational foundation and continued dedication to academic and
professiona[ excellence.

Honoring the 2008 State Championship Cross Country Team

The 2008 Rio Rico High School Boys' Cross Country team earned its place in the Hall of Fame after a historic season that established the program among
Arizona's top competitors.

Aﬁev ﬁnish'mg second at the Doug Con[ey Tnvitational, then Arizona's largest invitational, the Hawks defeated defending Conley champion Shadow
Mountain the fo“ow'mg week to veclaim the state's No. 1 Vanking for the third consecutive year.

Rio Rico carried that ranking into the state championships, where the team secured the title with 46 points, finishing 30 points ahead of Catalina's 6.
Jose Luis Munoz, Omar Hernandez, and A[ejandro Valencia each ﬁnished in the top eight.

The team also dist'mguished 'Ltse[f in combined results across all divisions, scoring 100 points and averaging 16 minutes, 19.21 seconds per runner for the
5-kilometer race. Its top five runners finished within a span of just 1 minute, 9 seconds, demonstrating the team's depth and consistency.

The Hawks' performance earned them the No. 5 ranking in the Southwest Region national rankings. They concluded the season with a sixth-place finish
at the NXN Regiona[s, improving ﬁve p[aces ﬁ'om the previous year. The team was led ’oy head coach Roger Bristow.

Recognizing the People Behind the Ceremony

SCV35 recognized the members of the Hall of Fame Committee for their work in organizing the event and celebrating the achievements of the inductees.
Committee members included Guy Bake, Rebekah Cabrera, Karen Guilmette, Shannon Hall, Dagoberto Lopez, Francisco Padi“a,]uﬁeta Quiroz, Mimi
Renteria, Karla M. Sosa, and Blanca Vega.

The ceremony also high[ighted student contributions. Rio Rico H'Lgh SchooUROTC cadets presented the colors, cu[inavy students assisted with dinner
service, and cadets welcomed guests.

Two recipients of the 2026 Hall of Fame scholarships, Kyara Ugarte and Zaidah Rodviguez, were also Vecognized dur'mg the program.

South32 served as the event's Diamond Sponsor, with an anonymous donor providing Bronze Sponsor support. SCV35 also extended its appreciation to
Rio Rico High School, Action Print & Copy, Sahuaro Trophy, and Charisma Eatery LLC for their support.

SCV3s5 expressed its gratitude to the inductees, sponsors, committee members, students, and community partners whose achievements and support

made the evening possible. The ceremony served as an opportunity to celebrate the district's history while recognizing the [asting impact that educators,

alumni, and student-athletes continue to make.

J Follow us on Facebook at:

Bordere Echo
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October is Arts Month in Santa Cruz County, and at the Santa Cruz Valley Unified School District No. 35 teachers
are being recognized for their creativity. At the recent Governing Board meeting, Superintendent Pavid Verdugo and
Board members honored the district’s art teachers with certificates of appreciation. This small gesture
acknowledges the important work they do. These teachers teach more than just how to hold a brush or shade a
sketch.

“Our art teachers help students gain confidence, find words when they struggle, and see the world in new ways,” the
district said in its tribute. In classrooms across SCV35, students are taught not only how to make art but also that
they can create and that their stories are important.

Teachers do more than work in classroowms. All year, they help students create art for events like the Santa Cruz
County Fair, the Tubac Festival of the Arts, and local competitions. They also collaborate on community mural
projects that decorate hallways and neighborhood walls with student artwork.

Their creativity sparks our students creativity. Their commitment encourages the next generation of artists,
designers, storytellers, and creative thinkers.

8CV35 and our community thank thew for helping our students’ ecreativity shine:
Calabasas School: Elisabeth Hughes and Luz Andrade

Coatimundi Middle School: Thomas Mellrath

Mountain View Elementary School: Mark Dittwmar

Rio Rico High School: Miguel A. Grijalva

San Cayetano Elementary School: Aimee Loustaunau

nww bordereco com | Rorder Fc ~mbar 2076 Po #
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Give Warmth, Get Hope: Why Supporting Nonprofits Like

Delivering Smiles Matters This Holiday Season

The holidays often bring out the best in us. We decorate, fill our calendars, and remember that this season is about giving back.

[n Santa Cruz County, this spirit of giving is vital for many seniors who rely on support. If you want to make a real difference while also making a smart financial choice, think about
supporting a local nonprofit this holiday season.

When you donate to a qualified nonprofit organization in fAirizona, you're not just giving; you're investing. Arizona has one of the most generous charitable tax credit programs in the country.
Your donation fo organizations like Making Connections 4l can qualify for a dollar-for-dollar tax credit on your state takes. This means you don't just get a deduction; you get a direct credit.
You give locally, help locally, and when fax time comes, Arizona gives back to you.

That's why November and December are so important for giving. Two major giving days mark the season. First is Arizona Gives Day, held on Rpril 7th in 2026, organized each spring by AZ
[mpact for Good. But the biggest push for holiday giving is GivingTuesday, a global day of generosity that takes place on the Tuesday after Thanksgiving. In 2026, that will be on December 1st.

GivingTuesday officially kicks off the year-end giving season, bringing millions together to support nonprofits. It's also the perfect time for Arizona residents to plan their donations to
qualify for the Arizona Charitable Tax Credit before December 31st.

One of the most heartwarming examples of local impact is Delivering Smiles by Making Connections 4U. For several years, Making Connections 4U has partnered with local organizations,
businesses, and volunteers to host a special holiday event for seniors in Santa Cruz County. This year, the tradition continues on December 10th with an afternoon dedicated to honoring our
elders.

Last year’s event showed that even small acts of kindness matter. With help from community partners, Delivering Smiles hosted a celebration that made seniors feel welcome. They took
home “Care Boxes” filled with warm socks, soft scarves, cozy gloves, and a few homemade cookies.

For many seniors, especially those who live alone or have little family nearby, it was more than just a box. It was a reminder that they are seen, valued, and not forgotten.
That's the power of Delivering Smiles. It's about neighbors helping neighbars.

This year, the need is just as great. Organizers are collecting items to fill this year’s Care Boxes: new socks, scarves, gloves, and cookies. They also welcome volunteers and financial
donations to purchase and assemble them.

If you want to give back in a personal, tangible way, this is your chance. Your $25 donation could provide warmth for two seniors. Your $50 could sponsor five Care Boes. Because Making
Connections 40 is a Qualifying Charitable Organization, your gift may qualify for the Arizona Charitable Tax Credit, up to $506 for individuals and $1,012 for couples filing jointly for 2026.

You give warmth. You receive a tax credit. Our seniors feel supported by their community.

Want to help this GivingTuesday and this holiday season? To donate items, volunteer, or contribute financially, please contact us at director@makingconnectionsdu.org or (520) 216-5058.
We welcome any support, big or small, and look forward to making this year’s Delivering Smiles our most successful yet.

ox‘oo © 00 amms ¢ snncesoammng) o [ YT R T X o+’o @&t
Follow us on YouTube for the
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‘More Than Coffee: Nogales Police Build Community One Donut, One Conversation at I'.

It wasn't just the coffee that brought people to Dunkin' Donuts. It was the chance to talk.

The Nogales Police Department held its latest " Coffee with a Cop" event, where police officers exchanged patrol cars for coffee
cups. The event showed that

community policing works best when people connect in a friendly setting.

Officers, families, and students came together for informal conversations, no set agenda, no emergencies, just a chance to con-
nect. One local family shared a donut with Officer Leon and Officer Flores, leaving them happy, full, and with Junior Police sticker
badges that the kids will cherish longer than the sprinkles on their treats.

The event was a family gathering. Officer Garcia, Officer Flores, Lt. Angulo, a community member, and Officer Leon took a photo
together to demonstrate the spirit of " Coffee with a Cop": neighbors and officers working as a team.

The afternoon turned into an unexpected classroom. Students from Sonshine Christian School pulled up chairs to talk with Offi-
cer Flores. They asked questions, shared laughs, and learned that officers are also their neighbors.

Soon after, students from Nogales High School visited to connect with the officers who serve their schools and neighborhoods.
Then a special moment grabbed everyone's attention.

One of the youngest visitors arrived in a full police officer costume. Her tiny uniform and serious salute became a highlight of the
afternoon, reminding

everyone why events like this matter.

For the officers, it was more than just taking photos. They listened, laughed, answered a child's curious questions, and showed
they are part of the community they protect.

There were no speeches or formalities, just coffee, donuts, sticker badges, and a community that came together.

That's community policing, one cup at a time.

. D 7 ¢
POL.~r pALIC!

Follow us on Facebook at:
Bordere Echo




Fall brings a change of pace to our lives. Shorter daylight hours come with year-end pressure and holiday season stress.
The International Stress Managewment Association recognized these impacts and designated November 2-6 as
International Stress Awareness Week.

Stress is a natural part of life, and it can be positive or negative. Qur bodies are designed to react to challenges with
stress. That response can be healthy if it keeps us alert and motivated in the short term. Stress becomes a problem when
it lingers, and it can cause wear and tear on our mind and body. Signs of unhealthy stress can include tense muscles,
headaches, trouble sleeping, fatigue, or feeling out of control. Prolonged stress can cause mental health and relationship
problems, and it can also affect our physical health, from our heart to our digestive and immune systems.

Pausing to cope with stress is healthy, not indulgent. Taking care of ourselves pays off in the long run, but it’s difficult

when we feel overwhelmed. Stressed brains can’t solve problems effectively. We can get stuck in negative thinking
patterns that make us feel even more overwhelmed. Something as simple as taking a walk outside can help sometimes.

If the stress is unmanageable or affecting our well-being, it is important to talk to a healtheare provider or mental
health professional. Asking for help can uncover the causes and identify effective treatments. For example, cognitive
behavioral therapy is one technique frequently used in behavioral health care. It can help change the way we think about
stressors and then better manage our emotions and responses.

This month, recognize that stress is not a flaw but a natural part of being human that deserves our attention:

Talk openly about stress with friends and family

Connect with nature or move your body

Journal about stressors and list the things that help you relax

Take a breathing break

Set realistic boundaries

Seek help if stress feels unmanageable or is affecting your health or relationships

It’s OK to ask for support. Talk to someone you trust or your healthcare provider. You can dial the free Arizona Crisis Line
1.844.544.HOPE (467 %) or call or text 988.

Once you are connected, a crisis counselor listens to you, works to understand how your problew is affecting you, provides
support, and shares resources that may be helpful. Mariposa Health of fers several behavioral health services to meet
your needs, including counseling, support groups, and medication management. Call $20.375.9000 to learn wmore. This
Novewmber, we pause to take care of ourselves and each other. Even if we can't

eliminate stress from our lives, there are tools to protect our well-being.

Spa Time
Nature Hobby

Exercise Music

Therapy Yoga

Follow us on Twitter @ contacteco www.bordereco.com | Border Eco | November 2026 Pg. #13
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Santa Cruz County Sheriff’s Office
2170 N. Congress Dr.
Nogales, AZ 85621
520-761-7869



Members of the Santa Cruz County StaeviﬁV S Oﬂtce have Vecentty participated in community events and training that Veinfovceat our commitment to serving

Santa Cruz County residents. UndevsheriﬂG erardo Castillo bviefed mutttp le members of an international Terrovism Prevention Detegation that traveled to
the Santa Cruz County Shergﬁt’s Oﬁ?lce ﬂom avound the world to learn more about our local issues.

Deputies and detention qfﬁcers comp leted annual reﬁesher training on PeppeVBatt and TASER equipment, strengthening their knowteotge and skills in the
ssg‘é and eﬂécttve use cf these tools.

The SheviJT S Oﬂtce also participateot in National Night Out, hosted toy the Nogates Police Department, and a Meet and Greet at the Santa Cruz County
Com]otex. These events provtded opportunities to connect with residents, strengthen community partnerships, and build positive Vetationsh[ps.

To provtde move convenient payment options, the Sherilﬂ"s Oﬂtce now accepts online payments and credit and debit cards fov Civil, Records, and Detention
services. Money orders will continue to be accepteot for those unable to use these payment methods. More detailed informatton will be posted on our social
media pta’g“owns.

We thank our community partners and residents for their continued support and involvement. Your partnership hetps strengthen the commumnities we
proudly serve.

Build Your Future in Public Service

Looking fov a meaningfut career seyving your community? The Santa Cruz County Sher'ﬁ's Oﬁce is now accepting apptications for several positions.
Deputy Sher'ﬂ

Dispatchev

Detention Oﬁtcer

Detention Booking Clerk

Search and Rescue Volunteer

Law Enfovcement Assist Team Volunteer

Your service can make a meantngfut and tasttng diﬂ%rence in the safety and wett—being cf Santa Cruz County.

On behatf of the entire Shert)_‘}‘"’s Oﬂtce, 1 extend my sincere appreciation to the residents and community partners who continue to support our mission and
work atongstde us to promote pubttc safety.

Thank you for your continued trust and partnershtp.

Sincere ty,
Shevtjf David Hathaway
Santa Cruz County ShertfP S Oﬂ{ce

SANTACRUZCOUT o
s _-{‘,UE%N-.HS OF;,CFEHJ{.
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You have the power!

2150 N. Congress Drive
Nogales, AZ 85621
(520) 375- 7780
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