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As the holiday season unfolds, we extend our warmest
gratitude to our devoted readers and valued customers for their
unwavering support. Your commitment enables us to showcase

the exceptional individuals, captivating events and impactful
organizations that shape our vibrant community.

At Border Eco, our mission is to foster connections and unity
within our diverse bordertown. We celebrate the rich cultural
heritage and cherished traditions that make Santa Cruz County
thrive. By sharing these stories, we bridge gaps and bring our
community closer together.

We kindly request your assistance in keeping us informed about
upcoming community events, meetings and conferences. Our
collaboration helps us create a more informed and engaged
community by ensuring comprehensive coverage.
Following us on Facebook, YouTube, and Twitter will keep you
up to date with the latest news, remarkable individuals and
influential organizations in Santa Cruz County. Joining our online
community keeps you on top of the latest developments and
empowers you to actively participate. By doing so, you'll be able
to stay up-to-date with local events, engage with our content,

and contribute to our region’s rich cultural heritage.

Thank you for being part of our journey towards creating

a connected and thriving community. Your support and

partnership are invaluable to us.
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"I want to extend my heartfelt gratitude to Santa Cruz County, District #2, State Representative
Consuelo Hernandez, my friends, my family and the NHS Girls Varsity Basketball team for their
unwavering support and for re-electing me as Santa Cruz County District #2 Supervisor,” said
Board of Supervisor Rudy Molera.
"I'm eager to collaborate with our new board, including District 1Supervisor Luis Carlos Davis
and District 3 Supervisor John Fanning, to address the pressing needs of our community and
drive progress,” Molera added.

RUDY “BUGS” MOLERA




The Rio Rico High School Swim Team made
history on September 24, competing against Santa
Rita High School in Santa Cruz Valley Unified
School District No. 35’s very first home swim
meet at the brand-new Aquatic Center. For the Rio
Rico community, this wasn’t just a competition—
it was a celebration of progress, dedication, and
the power of sports to bring people together. The
state-of-the-art facility, which opened earlier this
month, was buzzing with excitement as athletes,
families, and fans gathered to witness this
landmark event.

The meet was more than just a test of athleticism.
It was a showcase of the countless hours of
preparation and commitment from the Rio Rico
swimmers, who have been training rigorously
since the start of the season. Meeting nearly
every morning before school, the team has
pushed themselves through early laps, building
the endurance and strength needed to excel in

the water. That hard work paid off in spectacular
fashion as the Rio Rico swimmers claimed
victories in multiple events, leaving their mark on
the scoreboard and in the hearts of the fans.

“It’s an incredible feeling to see all our effort
translate into wins,” said senior swimmer
Fernando Campillo, who had a standout
performance, winning the Men’s 50 Freestyle and
the Men’s 100 Fly. “This new pool has meant so
much to us, and to be able to compete here, in
front of our families and friends, is something

I’ll never forget.” For Campillo, the night was
particularly special—it’s his Senior year, and

he was joined by his family and teammates in a
heartfelt celebration of his dedication to the team.
The team’s roster, which includes Anayareni
Antunez-Pino, Mia Ramos, Mia Lopez, and
Campillo, proved to be a formidable force in the
water. Anayareni Antunez-Pino delivered a strong
performance, securing a win in the Women’s 100
Freestyle, while the team as a whole dominated
the relay events, claiming victories in both the
200 Medley Relay and the 200 Freestyle Relay.
The cheers from the crowd grew louder with each
race, as the community rallied behind its young

athletes.

For head coach Mr. Colton Law, the meet was a
culmination of months of hard work and a testament
to the team’s resilience. “This team has shown
incredible determination. Early mornings, tough
practices, and the willingness to push themselves
every single day—it’s all paid off,” the coach said.
“This pool is a game-changer for us, and it’s inspiring
to see the community come out to support these
athletes.”

The new Aquatic Center has quickly become a source
of pride for the Santa Cruz Valley Unified School
District and the Rio Rico community. Designed

to serve both athletes and the public, the pool has
already become a hub for activity since its opening
earlier in September. Spectators at the meet marveled
at the facility, which provides a professional-grade
space for student-athletes to train and compete.

“This is such a positive addition to our community,”
said parent and spectator Karla Garcia. “Our kids
now have a place where they can really thrive and
develop their skills. Tonight’s meet wasn’t just about
swimming—it was about celebrating everything this
pool represents for our schools and our town.”

"The RRHS Swim Meet embodied the tight
community Rio Rico portrays," said Karla Garcia.
"As a mother of a second-year swimmer, I feel
extremely proud of my daughter and her teammates.
They truly showed skill and dedication to help each
other win, but most importantly, have fun."
Anayareni swam her freshman year at Verrado High
School and unfortunately missed swimming her
sophomore year at Rio Rico due to lack of swimming
facilities. That year was particularly challenging

for her, adapting to a new school environment and

struggling to make friends.

However, everything changed when she found out
about the new swimming pool and the opportunity
to join the team as a junior. This experience

taught her perseverance and appreciation for the
opportunities she has.

"I witnessed her dedication firsthand at the RRHS
Swim Meet in late October," Garcia added.

As the evening came to a close, the Rio Rico
swimmers took a moment to reflect on what the
night meant to them. For junior swimmer Mia
Ramos, the meet was more than just about winning
races. “It felt like we were part of something bigger.
This pool is giving us opportunities we didn’t have
before, and we’re so grateful to everyone who
made it possible.”

The victories in the water were impressive, but the
true triumph of the night was the sense of unity and
pride that radiated from every corner of the Aquatic
Center. The first home swim meet was a defining
moment not just for the Rio Rico High School
Swim Team, but for the entire community—a
reminder of the power of sports to inspire, connect,
and elevate.

As the Rio Rico swimmers continue their season,
they’ll carry the momentum of that historic

night with them, knowing they’re supported by

a community that believes in their potential and
celebrates their success.

“This was my first time attending a swim meet

and photographing athletes at one,” said Audra
Bilow, SCV35 Communications Specialist. “It was
thrilling to watch Rio Rico High School students
showcase their exceptional skill and determination.
The swimmers displayed an inspiring level of
teamwork and talent. Their dedication in the pool
was evident in every stroke and dive. The entire
event was a remarkable display of sportsmanship
and achievement.”

“From the cheers of parents and students in the
audience to the hugs and congratulations that
followed, it was clear the young athletes made
their community proud,” Bilow added. “All of
SCVUSD35 is immensely proud of our swimmers’
and coaches’ accomplishments and what they will

continue to achieve in the future.”



Friday, October 25th marked the unveiling of the history exhibit “Beyond Fronteras” at the historic 1904 Courthouse
on 21 E. Court Street in Nogales, AZ. This exhibit opening was a celebration of the rich history of Santa Cruz County
and showcased the many contributions by educators, artists, musicians, chefs, historians, and most importantly, local
students.

The project was written in to a grant application prepared by Alfredo 1. Veldasquez and the Santa Cruz County School
Superintendent’s Office grants team in the spring of 2022. The funding source was ESSER I11- the Elementary and
Secondary School Emergency Relief Fund the Arizona Department of Education received through the American
Rescue Plan. Monies were to be used to support educational communities most impacted by COVID-19. The County
School Superintendent’s Office was awarded $5 million dollars to carry out and expand many school and community
programs, one of which was a history exhibit.

The exhibit was developed and planned by staff in the School Superintendent’s Office, and later curated by Dr. Carlos
Parra, Nogales native and assistant professor of history at the University of Arizona and Juan Miguel Garcia, Assistant
Coordinator of History and Humanities for the ESSER III Invest in our Youth Project. Together, they facilitated

poetry workshops, organized archaeological digs, contracted U of A students to do research and write articles, and
coordinated students to submit works of art and writing to “Mi Historia, Mi Comunidad.” This collection was the heart
of the exhibit as it depicted how our community’s youth felt about growing up in a border community.

Beyond Fronteras offers a unique, immersive, and communal experience. It is an exploration of Santa Cruz County’s
past, present, and future. Visitors are able to celebrate the diverse culture, traditions, and stories that have shaped our
community over the years.

From the moment you step into the exhibit, you are transported to a world where art and culture come together.
Spanning across two showrooms and a hallway, visitors are treated to a beautiful display as they explore the

intricate tapestry of our region’s past and present. With interactive displays, stunning visuals, and thought-provoking
installations, Beyond Fronteras offers guests the opportunity to explore and engage with artwork in a unique and
captivating way.

Featured throughout the exhibit are powerful paintings depicting the battle of ambos Nogales and the Hohokam tribe
painted by local artist and teacher at Rio Rico High School Miguel Grijalva. Additionally, resident artist and former
bullfighter, Armando Moreno, contributed stunning paintings that are sure to captivate all who visit.

Luke Brannen, history teacher at NHS, contributed to the exhibit in the form a mural. Brannen has been creating
history themed murals for the last few years with his students, but this is the first time one of them is featured in a
permanent exhibition.

“This was a valuable opportunity for our IB students to present their work to the community, celebrating the shared
history of Ambos Nogales,” said Brannen. “As part of their Creativity, Activity, Service (CAS)

project, they aimed to give back to the community and illustrate the historical connection that unites us, highlighting
how history remains deeply relevant to our cross-border identity.”

One of the most moving aspects of the exhibit was the inclusion of poems and reflections about life on the border by
students of all ages. Poet Myrlin Hepworth, artist in residence, worked with students from Pierson High School to
write poetry about what growing up in Santa Cruz County meant for them and their family. The heartfelt words and
powerful insights added a deeper layer of meaning to the artwork on display, creating a truly impactful and thought-
provoking experience for all who visited.

(.‘ ) Follow us on Facebook at:
B ~  Bordere Echo
L)L Am———
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“This was a beautiful event that brought people together,” said Pierson student America Salazar who recited a poem
she wrote about her experience living in a border town. “I wrote this poem to highlight that even though Nogales can
be problematic, it’s also a beautiful place full of culture.”

Beyond Fronteras also features a series of three documentaries filmed by local artist and filmmaker Kevin Martinez.
Rio Rico High School Film and T.V. class with instructor, Andrew Bickerton, joined filmmakers and mentors from

the Southern Arizona Film Society, Francisco Landin and Oscar Coronado, to create a short documentary about the
history of the Nogal tree. These films shine a spotlight on community programs and highlight the incredible work being
done in schools. This addition to the exhibit serves as a testament to the power of art in transforming lives.

The response to the exhibit on opening night was overwhelmingly positive, with attendees praising the creativity,
talent, and passion on display. The NHS Mariachi welcomed guests as they arrived on the steps of the historic
courthouse and NHS Culinary students prepared food for the celebration. The entertainment continued through the
event with Lourdes Catholic School student, Luis Roberto Crespo, who played the piano, and NHS senior, Dorian
Moore, who played an acoustic set with his original songs.

“The experience was amazing,” Miguel Grijalva said. “The way that the public was welcomed by the mariachis and the
smell of the delicious food- the setting and culture was elegant and inspired talent.”

To book a field trip for your school or a tour for your organization, please call Maya Donnelly at 520-375-7947 or
email mdonnelly@santacruzcountyaz.gov. The exhibit is open Monday - Friday from 8:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. and
Saturdays by appointment.

For more information and to use curriculum and videos in your classroom, visit our website @ Beyondfronteras.org.

Follow us on Facebook at:
Bordere Echo
T —
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Happy Holidays
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Healthy Lifestyle

; Tips
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i} ; w} k. The inoiwiays are a tirne for togetherness generosity, and j joy, but
= for t h e h 0 l ld a f‘* for many seniors in our community, this season can be ioneiy and
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@ EXERCISE EVERYDAY

The key is simple; kenp your body active every day, By doing 5o,
your body will sctively work to burn the calories that have
accamulated within it. Ta maintain a healthy lifestyle, it is
crucial to engage in regular physical activity.

! "—'ﬁ'_l-'

EAT A VARIETY OF FOOD

Comsume a diverse range of foods 1o enhance your dietary
hahits. Eating 2 wariety of foods is essential for maintaining @
healthy diet. By iecorparating differant types of foods into
your meals, you can ensura that your hody recaives awide

range of nutrients.
- .
) '
-.‘} DRINK A LOT OF WATER

Flnhlmlnruprhﬂntm is crutial for optimal bodily fusctions
and overall well-b2ing. Water plays a vital role in various
physislngical processes, inchiding digestian, circslztion,
femperatera regulation, and waste removal, By meeting your fluid
meeds consistently, you support these essential fusctions, allowing
yor bedy to operate at its best.

yoel
Sk
i 'J-—_’-t e LESS SUGAR

Redscing the intake af sugar is aot the oaly important aspect of
mantaiming 2 haalthy lifestyle. 1t is equally cracial ts work towards
degreasing the desire for smoking and limiting altohol cossumption. By
graually diminishing these habits, individuals can significantly improve
thelr overall well-being and reduee the risk of varinas health issues
assaciated with smoking and excessive alcobol imtake.

i —- AVOID STRESS
T

T

Prulanged exposare to stress bormones can weaben the inmune system,
making you more susceptible to illnesses asd infectians. Additinatly, it
oam lear 1o mantal bealth isswes sueh as anaiety and degrossion, as well
3% physical symptoms like beadaches, mascle tensten, and sleep
distmrbances. Taking praaciive sUeps t manage aad reduce stress is
crocial for maintaining a healthy mind and body.

| n) ENOUGH SLEEP
e 1

2 o
© Betting enoagh sleep is impartant,

*‘. - Ensuring an adequate amoant of seep is crocial for
, averall wedl-being &nd optimal functioning,

v

%
]
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diﬂ'icuit. Recognizing this, a group of compassionate organizations
and volunteers has come together once again to ensure that our
elders feei valued, appreciateoi, and loved. Delivering Smiles,
a neartwarrning community initiative that ioegan oiuring the
COVID-19 pandemic, continues to grow every year, oﬂering not oniy
essential support but a sense of connection for Santa Cruz County’s
senior popuiation.
This year, Deiivering Smiles is going even ﬁirtner to make the
hoiiday season speciai. In addition to distriiouting care boxes, the
initiative will also host a Christmas Party for our senior community
at the Bowman Senior Center on Thursday, December 19th at 3:00
p-m. This festive gathering will bring seniors together to celebrate
the season with ﬁm and feilowship. It's an opportunity to not onty
deliver joy but also build connections and remind our elders that
they are an integrai part of our community.

A Growing Eﬁbrt to Meet a Growing Need
The chaiienges faceoi ioy seniors in our community remain
signiﬁcant. Many live on ﬁxed incomes, struggiing to make ends
meet as the cost of basic gooots continues to rise. Others may feei
isolated or forgotten, particuiariy during the tioiidays. “For many
of our seniors, the hoiidays can be a oiiﬂimit time. Tiney’ve given so
much to their farniiies and their community, and now it’s our turn
to give back,” said Rebecca Mungia, CSL Plasma.
This year, the Deiivering Smiles initiative is ioigger than ever, thanks
to the incredible support of an expanoiing group of partners. In
addition to the originai collaborators—Borderlands Food Bank,
Croppers Auto Center, Nogaies Housing Authority, City of Nogaies,
and Making Connections 4U—the initiative has welcomed new
partners, inciuding South 32, NHS Community Club, CSL Plasma,
NCD, Arizona@Work, and others.
“We're reaiiy excited about the growti'i cyc this initiative,” said
Yolanda Soto of Borderlands Food Bank. “The more partners
we have, the more seniors we can reach. The need continues to
grow, and with the support of these incredible organizations and
individuals, we can do even more to ifieip our most vulnerable
population.” For more information
contact usat (520)461-4880
or email us at dirvector@
makingconnections4u.org or

sccommunitycoalition@gmail.com
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Law Enforcement Legacy: Clint Castillo's Journey

J. "Chips" Dolores’ eyes glisten with pride as she watches her son, Clint Castillo, don his newly earned Deputy Sheriff badge. It’s more than just a symbol of achievement—it’s a
continuation of a family ]legacy deeply rooted in service and sacrifice. For decades, the Castillo family has dedicated themselves to protecting their community, and Clint’s hard

work ensures that this proud tradition carries on into its third generation.

! " ! . . . .
At just 25 years old, Clint has already achieved remarkable milestones. On May 30, 2024, he graduated from the Southeastern Arizona Law Enforcement Training Academy

(SEALTA) after 20 grueling weeks of rigorous physical, mental, and tactical preparation. This accomplishment marks the culmination of years of dedication to his dream, a dream

that began \;vhen Clint was just an infant.

“I think I always knew this was what I wanted to do,” Clint reflects. “It’s not just a job or a career for us—it’s a way of life. Growing up, I saw how much my parents gave to this

work and how muc.h pride they took in helping others. I wanted to be a part of that.”

Clint’s journey to becoming Deputy Sheriff began years ago with his service as a Detention Officer at the Santa Cruz County Sheriff’s Office, a position he took on in November

2022. His work ethic and leadership quickly caught the attention of his superiors, who recognized his potential and promoted him to Deputy Sheriff following his graduation from

SEALTA.

But Clint’s story is about more than personal achievement—it’s about family. Chips, who has spent years serving in law enforcement alongside her ex-husband Chief Gerardo

Castillo, recalls how her son’s passion for the field emerged early. “Clint was only eight months old when we dressed him in his first uniform for the 1999 Veteran’s Day Parade.

Even then, he was part of it,” she says with a laugh. “As he got older, he started joining us at parades, DARE graduations, community events—he was always there, always

. wanting to.be involved.”

There is a deep connection between the Castillo family and law enforcement. Chief Castillo is Chips' ex-husband, a respected officer in the community. Together, they have

dedicated their lives to protecting the people of Santa Cruz County, setting an example that would inspire their children. Clint’s younger brother, 17-year-old Andres Castillo, is
‘already considering following in their footsteps.

A proud gléam in her eye, Chips beams. "It's incredible to witness a family legacy of service. Three generations—dad, mom, and now my two sons—choosing a life dedicated to

protecting and serving. It's a testament to their character and commitment."

The Castillo family’s dedication stands out in Santa Cruz County, a community that has long valued the critical role of law enforcement. According to the Arizona Department

of Public Safety, rural counties like Santa Cruz often face unique challenges, from smaller budgets to the need for officers to wear multiple hats in their roles. This makes the

commitment of families like the Castillos even more vital.

Santa Cruz County Sheriff’s Office has served the region for over 150 years, providing not only law enforcement but also a sense of trust and stability. “Law enforcement here is

personal,” says Chief Castillo. “We aren’t just officers—we’re neighbors, friends, and family. That connection makes the work we do even more important.”

* Clint’s educational journey mirrors his determination and grit. He began his studies at A.J. Mitchell Elementary and Wade Carpenter Middle School before attending Nogales
High School. Recognizing a need for flexibility, he supplemented his education at Ed Options Preparatory Academy, eventually graduating in 2017. His unconventional path is a
testament to his perseverance, a quality he credits to his parents’ example.

“Mom always taught us to keep going, no matter how hard things got,” Clint says. “She’d remind us that the work we put in today will shape who we are tomorrow. That’s
something I hold close every day.”

For Chips, seeing her sons embrace this legacy is both a point of pride and a source of hope. “The world is changing, and the challenges officers face are different from when I
started,” she says. “But seeing Clint step into this role, knowing the kind of man he is, gives me confidence. He’s ready for this.”

As Clint prepares to embark on the next chapter of his career, he carries with him not only the skills he’s honed but also the values instilled in him by his family. “This isn’t just
about wearing a badge,” he says. “It’s about making a difference, even in the smallest ways. If I can help someone, protect someone, or even just show kindness when it’s needed
most, I’ve done my job.”

The Castillo fami}y’s story is a reminder of the power of tradition, passion, and service. In a field where courage and commitment are paramount, their legacy stands as a beacon

of inspiration—not just for Santa Cruz County, but for anyone striving to make their community a better place.
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Furniture Manufacturer

Our service include but are not limited
to the following:

New furniture, reupholstered, repairs,
commercial, residential, restaurant
booths and interior design.
Www.jbcustomupholstery.com/
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“Just remember, the true spirit of Christmas lies in your heart.”
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" Celebrating Dedication and Service
This month, we had the privilege of honoring retired Detective Sergeant Oscar Pena with a distinguished retirement ring, commemorating his
remarkable 20 years of service. His unwavering loyalty and commitment to protecting the residents of Santa Cruz County have left an indelible mark
on our community.

Community Events and Partnerships Annual Candy Give-Away

The Santa Cruz County Sheriff’s Office, in collaboration with Superior Court and Justice Court personnel, proudly participated in the annual “dlrive-
through candy give-a-way.” This year’s event was a resounding success, thanks to the collective efforts of county agencies. We extend our heartfelt
gratitude to county employees and commumnity members who generously donated candy, making this event a sweet treat for local families.

Veterans Day Parade

The Sheriff’s Office was honored to participate in the annual Veterans Day parade, paying tribute to the brave men and women who have served in the
U.S. Armed Forces. This poignant event serves as a reminder of the sacrifices made by our nation’s heroes.

International Recognition

Sheriff Hathaway recently garnered international attention, being interviewed by Australian television Sky News reporters and Al Jazeera News along
the international bovder. This recognition underscores the significance of our region’s law enforcement efforts.

Holiday Wishes

As the holiday season approaches, we wish you and your loved ones a joyous and peaceful time together. May this special time of year bring warmth,

happiness and cherished moments with family and friends.
HAVE A SAFE & HAPPY HOLIDAY SEASON!

Your Sheriff,

David Hathaway

Follow u.;(.)r}.Face boo at:. :
Bordere Echo
- - -
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Chrtstnms is a feeling: "Christmas isn't a season. It's a feeling”




