Thank you for your interest in the campaign.  Please find herewith information on how to send in some strong suggested objections to Hope Moor Wind Farm by Fred Olsen Renewables.  
It’s important that you read this and digest it.  Objections will only count if they are communicated in the right way. The strongest argument to take, is to outline why the negative environmental impacts of Hope Moor will out way the green energy it will produce over its lifetime. 
So.. at first glance, responding to a consultation can feel daunting—but there is one simple concept that makes your response far more powerful:
Receptors.
A receptor is anything that could be affected by the development— you and your home, people, wildlife, landscapes, local heritage, local businesses, tourism.
Here’s why this matters:
· If a receptor isn’t identified, it may not be properly assessed
· If it’s not assessed, it carries far less weight in the final decision
· If enough people raise the same receptors, they become far harder to ignore
This is especially important because the decision will ultimately be made at a national level, not locally. However, the period of local and public consultation will have the potential to change and alter the planning proposal, and ALL objections will be included in this, which the government will have to review as part of the development proposal.
So, what should you do?   When you respond, don’t just say you object.   
 Instead:
1. Pick the receptors that matter to you

2. Explain why they are important

3. Describe how they, you or the area could be affected


The key message is simple:
If you don’t name it, it doesn’t count.  Your voice genuinely makes a difference—but only if it’s specific.  We’ve included a simple template and receptor list of what we believe are some of the strongest receptors below to help you get started.
Thank you for taking the time to protect what makes this area so special.




List of Receptors (In Bold) 
Obviously, this list can go on and on but I have put the main ones down, along with a suggested impact. 

Landscape and Visual Impacts
Conservation area with open moorland views: severe visual intrusion on immediate area and the extreme proximity to the surrounding protected landscapes of Yorkshire Dales National Park, North Pennines National Landscape. The surveys also show that the visual impacts will also extend to further protects landscapes of North York Moors, Lake District National Park and Nidderdale National Landscape.

Industrialisation of a sensitive and delicate habitat: The turbines and associated infrastructure of tracks, substation and crane pads require the removal of a habitat that has taken years to evolve and major disturbance has the potential to damage this permanently.

Loss of wilderness: The area is extremely remote with very little human interference, for millions of years, these areas are now extremely rare and should be protected.

Local Community
Noise from the turbines: intrusive to our daily life, there have been no surveys or information on what the noise levels may be and this needs to be provided so that immediate local communities can assess the impacts.

Lights from the turbines at night: Pollution of the surrounding protected landscapes and dark sky areas of Yorkshire Dales National Park, North Pennines National Landscape in the immediate area. Further the lights will be visible from North York Moors and Lake district national park and Nidderdale National Landscape.  

Flicker and reflection from the turbines: disturbing of immediate local area and residents. No surveys or projections have been provided and hence we have no idea of the impacts.

Peace and quiet: disruption from the development and the wind farm

Public footpaths, bridleways, open access: multiple and highly used paths in the proposed area. The Wind Farm will also be visible from popular national walking routes such as the Coast to Coast, Pennine way and Teesdale Way, as well as the Lake District.

Tourism and local economy: the immediate and surrounding areas currently rely heavily on rural attractions such as the quiet and peaceful walking routes, country pursuits and enjoying the scenic landscapes. These will be severely affected by the development.

Home Water Source (not on the mains water supply): threatened water safety, raise this if you have a private water supply that is connected to the catchment e.g. Swaledale/Teesdale and, in particular Barningham/Newsham. This will include boreholes as the water that falls on the top of the moor will be supplying the local aquifers.

Wildlife and Ecology
Currently the wildlife surveys have not been disclosed, and we have no idea of the impacts of the proposed development. The area includes crucial protected species such as:
Red listed ground-nesting birds (eg. curlew and lapwings): loss of lives and sensitive breeding habitats. 

Rich biodiversity: thousands of years sensitive habitats at severe risk of decline. At least 16 of the 23 proposed turbines are sited in or very close blanket bog areas which are well known for ongoing peat formation.
Loss of Peat: a recognised peatland creation habitat that has taken millions of years to evolve. These areas are proven for carbon capture and storage and removal or disturbance to these habitats will cause detrimental impacts on the sensitive habits that have taken so long to form.

Impact to Designated protection Zones: The proposed development is within the Natural England to impact zones of Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI’s), Special Areas of Conservation (SACs), Special Protection Areas (SPAs) or Ramsar sites.

Cultural Heritage
Historic buildings: Views from the proposed development will severely negatively impact surrounding heritage sites such as listed buildings and scheduled monuments.  Such as Bowes Museum, Raby Castle, Barnard Castle.

Archaeological sites of interest: should be protected not be disturbed, the site has a huge amount of Archaeological sites within it and some of turbines and tracks will be located on or very near to these.

Practical Impacts
Construction run off water: causing pollution and land slippage. 

Traffic noise increase: during and after construction: loss of quiet rural areas

Road safety: HGVs, transport and traffic increases damage to rural roads and areas with many young children.

Dust, vibration and pollution from the development: air pollution in a clean air environment and potential to damage listed buildings. Surveys needed to show impacts.
Water Supply: If you are on a borehole water supply and not on the mains system you must advise the developer in your letter so your supply can be registered.


See below for example letter:
Dear Sir/Madam,
I am writing to formally object to the proposed Hope Moor Wind Farm.
While I support renewable energy and the need for energy security and net zero in principle, I am deeply concerned about the suitability, scale, and location of this development. I do not understand how the negative environmental impacts of such development can possibly offset the green energy it will produce
I would like to highlight the following key receptors which I believe require further and careful consideration:
1.	Receptor: Landscape and visual impact
The open moorland landscape is highly valued for its natural beauty and sense of remoteness. The proposed turbine heights and numbers risk dominating the views from multiple protected landscapes and hence fundamentally altering the character of the landscape forever.
2.	Receptor:  Ecology & Wildlife
The area supports important rare and nationally protected wildlife and ecology and is an important breeding habitat for many red listed species. These habitats are vulnerable to disturbance and disruption; it is known that the blades can kill important protected bird species and the disturbance from all the proposed development areas will have severe impacts across the whole ecology and ornithology of the site.   
3.	Receptor:  My Home – Name of your home, Road Name, Your postcode
I live within close proximity to the proposed site, I have major concerns regarding infrasound, noise, shadow and reflection flicker, potential as well as the major landscape and visual impacts.  This I believe will have a negative impact on my health and quality of life.
4.	Receptor:  Archaeological sites of interest: 
There are many archaeological sites within the designated area, these should be protected from any disturbance. I am concerned that some turbines and tracks may be located on or very close to these sites of interest.  There could also be more sites in the area that are yet to be discovered which is very worrying from a protection point of view,
5.	Receptor: The Moorland: an intact peatland ecosystem and carbon sink
The site that has been chosen for this industrial development is completely unsuitable in both size and scale.  This would irreversibly damage deep peat moorland, affecting its hydrology, protected habitats and wider climate system that depends upon undisturbed peat retaining stored carbon. I strongly believe that the environmental impacts of the proposed development will be considerably higher than the green energy generated over the lifespan of the project.
I respectfully request that these receptors are fully and rigorously assessed, and that their significance is given appropriate weight in the decision-making process.
Yours faithfully,


(Your Name)
(Your full address) 
Where to learn more?
Community: Hope Moor campaign group     www.hopemoor.org
Join the Facebook Group:  Hope Moor Facebook Group: 
https://www.facebook.com/groups/3904569283168459

Developer Fred Olsen: Hope Moor Wind Farm project    www.hopemoor.co.uk


Final thought
You don’t need to be an expert.
Just be clear, specific, and honest.
Your voice matters. 

Please send your email to:
Fred Oslen –  info@hopemoor.co.uk
(Don’t worry if you have forgotten anything or want to submit another receptor.  You can send multiple emails.  We know of people who have sent in two emails so far identifying  different receptors 😊)

IMPORTANT:  Please then forward a copy of your email to the action group.  
Email:  contact@hopemooraction.org.uk
Your email will then be logged with the action group.  Suzy and the team will make sure that your receptors are logged and then track them to make sure that Olsen’s are thorough and respond to each and every one of them.  

You can also send your letter to Fred Olsen, the developer by FREEPOST (no stamp required)
Address your envelope to: HOPEMOOR M

We have tried to make this as easy as possible.
Should you have any questions please email the campaign: contact@hopemooractionororg.uk

Don’t forget to forward your email to the action group :  contact@hopemooraction.org.uk
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