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Blown Woofer, Editor-In-Chief
Shoutout From The Editor’s Desk_.

Blown Woofer magazine was created to feature amazing artists and provide a
master class environment to gain priceless information. Back in the day as the
editor with Word Up, Rap Masters, 2 Hype, Hype Hair, and many other national
fanzine publications, we prided ourselves on exposing the newest, hottest artists
along with many underground artists who made sure they got our attention.

Blown Woofer is your industry insider resource for information on music con-
tracts, the art of negotiations, in-depth interviews with top executives, the hottest
artists, and DJs from various genres. We will also look at how technology has
made listening to music better than ever plus musical flashbacks, healthy
habits, money matters and so much more.

If you think you have what it takes to be featured in Blown Woofer, just submit

your music, photos and bio to BlownWoofermagazine@gmailcom. Those
chosen to be in the magazine will be contacted. Follow us on Instagram

@blownwoofermagazine
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So, myadvice for themis to really select ateam of
peopke. Those people should be astute, and quite
intefigent about the ins and outs of the industry.

ouwantto make sure you getagood accoun-




QUESTION: Should artists put their hopes and dreams into
getting signed with a major record label or should they just go
ahead and try to create their own label?

ANGELO:

Try understanding the business and not be in the ditches. Be
ambitious enough to understand the business before making
amove to the studio to record, or before going out to produce
videos and thinking that something's going to happen. Ifs not
going to happen justlike that. Therefore, youneedtodothe
business of investing in the social media side along with your
packaging and your visuals.

| dont hink its about whata publicist can do, its

about what the experienced team as awhole can do for them.

Everyone on the team must stay in their lane so that all the
artistlanes are covered. The arfists mustleam to listen and
comprehend the wherewithal of how to promote themselves
and their record. You can'tgo and hire somebody to doa job if
you dont know what youTre hiring themtodo. If you donit
know a litie about the job, how do you know if theirwork is
worth your money? So, it's not just what your publicist can do,
ifs also what your marketing person can do for your brand.

Being in the music industry cannot be a part time job. You got
to go the distance no matter what. Select your people wisely.
The musicindustry experts are everywhere. . . Find them.

QUESTION: What shoud young artist look
deal?

Impeiheyreadihefmpmt Ifthe deal is not structured
.diheallslsywca'\getpam(emwaaoe Thatswhat |
people being in ditches instead of being ambitious.

Youjustwantit, but you do not understand what you want, who you are assigned
foand why you are assigned to them. You just want to be a star, but if you spell
thatword backwards that's notwhat you're trying to be. What you mustbegin
understandis the business and what you signed up for. There is a clear distinction
of every avenue that you choose to go down.

The Sense of Success which gives you a direction, a promise and
desire towin. It gives you the wherewithal to some of the high-profile people that
Ive worked with over the years with some of their dilemmas and strengtths. In this
industry it can be very depressing and hurtful. Ask Angelo addresses everything
you should know but no one told you about the music industry.

Continued on page 28
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Michele Obama

SIMER NCSaIRIAT

Alyson Williams is a consummate performer,
signature song stylist whose miystical earthy
tones are instantly known and an internationally
renowned divas DIVA, who never fails to give us
fever! Reminiscent of her classic Pop / Jazz / —
Soul vocal femtors like Billie Holliday, Nancy Valerie Simpson
Wilson, Dinah Washington, Carmen McCrae & i
Nina Simone.

A dynamic Actress, Singer, Songwriter, Comedi-
enne & Humanitarian, she is a national treasure
and a songs best friend! Her latest release, the
single “Summer Nights In Harlem” brings a
jazzy, mature, grownfolks vibe as well as a
sweet sultriness to the accompanying flip-side
ballad, “The Romance Of You”. The links will
lead you straight to Alyson’s phenomenal cata-
log of music plus learn more about this national
treasure and to see why so many people around

the world love her style. Editor, Belinda Trotter-James

https;//youtube/XEp6FXC5xMU
"SUMMER NIGHTS IN HARLEM"

https://youtube/paVI1ntPthM
"JUST CALLMY NAME' (music
video)

https;//youtuwbe/8b0zP5NRAC
"JUST CALL MY NAME' (Live)

https://youtu.be/LBumzhAQa_g
R&B Greatest Unknown Artists

https://youtube/gZ93wuuic-8
"SLEEP TALK" on Top Of The Pops

Alyson Williams - Wikipedia
https://en.m.wikipe-
dia.org/wiki/Alyson_Williams

Etic Floyd, Wanda Dee, Melisa Morgan
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DJ DREWSKI IS IN
GHE BUI-DING

Tuesday is in the building hanging

with DJ Drewski at his live The MVMT

studio watching Drewski in action

during an artist listening sessionwhere

he listens to five songs and provides

feed back to the artists. He also had a

dope interview with recording artist

Princess Menace. The concept and "o
the visionary of D) Drewski is beyond >

any ordinary D). He's what the indus-

try needs. His grind and hustle to pro- o
mote upcoming artists is beyond adi- o?”
amond. 0100




Tuesday: DJ Drewski tell us about your brand for The MVMT?
Drewski: The MVMT brand started as an idea that mysef and Dj Cipha Sounds
came up with. The idea was to produce music in collaboration with diifferent
artists, producers, writers etc. We wanted to areate music and have multiple art-
ists work together on the same ideas. From that it became even bigger. | started
The New MVMT radio show on Hot 97 where | play and break new artists from
the tristate area. From that we have seen artists like A-Boogie, Pop Smoke, Fivio
Foreign, Lil Tjay and more breakthrough. With these relationships | have dedd-
ed to produce my own records featuring these emerging hot artists. Thenwe
expanded with The New MVMT Live YouTube stream and The MVMT mer-
chandise. It has basically become a lifestyle and production company.

Tuesday: Where can artist register to submit their music?
Drewski: Artists can submit music on TheNewiVIVMT.com. There are different
options and opportunities on the website for new artists.

Tuesday: What have you been up to since the pandemic?
Drewski: Since the pandemic, | have been in the studio working on a DJ Drews-
ki ER1 have dropped a couple records and music videos but gearing up to drop
awhole body of work. On top of that we have been having a great time with
The New MVMT YouTube live and still rocking Hot 97 six days a week

Tuesday: The streets are saying that you are the only DJ out here chedking for
upcoming artist. To them you are their musical hope. How does this make you
feel?

Drewski: Asa D) | always fett it was our responsibility to be in the forefront of the
cutture and use our talents to introduce the world to new musicand new artists.
tt feels good to know | give peaple hope, but | just feel like I'm doing my duty as
aDl

Tuesday: What are your plans in the next 5 years?

Drewski: The next five years are looking BIG. m going to continue to grow The
MVMT brand on top of putting out new records. We are looking to eventually
tum The MVMT into a full-ledged music production company and start sign-
ing talented artist straight to us.

Tuesday: Any shoutouts you want to give?
Drewski: | would just like to shout out to everyone that rocks with The MVMT

and all the new artists who don't complain and put in that work. Everyonewho
still tums on the radiio and listens to me on HOT 97 and everyone who down-
loads and streams my records.

5 o)
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JOEY MHz

Feels Good To Be In
The [%irector’s Chair

\

By Tuesday Thomas




JOEY MHz is the hottest independent film director/screenwriter
blowing up screens across America and beyond. In this exclusive
Q&A we find out what is behind the mind that makes audiences
want more. His production company, MHz Media Group, has pro-
duced numerous projects and he was nominated for a Stellar Award
for best music video and a BET Music Award for best director of a
music video.

JOEY: I'm from Lords Island New York aka Long Island.

JOEY: For over 15 years now and still loving it.

JOEY:Iwould have to say life and music.

JOEY: I'm working on a film now called Justice. It's an FBI crime
drama set in New York.

JOEY: To be real.it's my team... THE MHz couldn't do it without
them. They keep me focused and play abig partin that.

JOEY: My goal is to raise all the capital we need for the film, Justice
and compilating that project.

JOEY: Isee myself making films that challenge us and help push for-
ward the film industry to stay alive.

JOEY:I don’t want to f*ck up, so Imake sure Idon’t. LOL!

JOEY: I think when they see me, they understand I came from noth-

ing and pushed my way in through with hard work and consistency.
Therefore, when they see me, they will know they can do it too.

JOEY: Yes, absolutely. I'm doing that now.

JOEY: I'm always nervous before a shoot.

JOEY: Twould like to shoutout Big Bo at Rock Nation.




MELLLE BxNDO

Going Hard With Lyrical Style

by BTJ

Another super dope artist has put her lyrical spitting skills to
the test against some of the best in hip hop. Some of you
may know her as W.A.M. (Weird Ass Melle) .... Wait... Uh-Oh,
she changed her name. Well, let’s start over and introduce
you to the fire spitting lyricist aka Melle BxNDO, (pro-
nounced Mell(i)e Bando.) She replaced the “a”with an“x"be-
cause she can. What Melle Bxndo has found out early in the
game is that this is a business and you must brand yourself
correctly straight out the gate. “l was going by the name
W.AM (Weird Ass Melle) but the artist that | am, the music
that | do and my crazy past....I don't think that my audience
would receive my message too well with the name ‘weird’in
front of it. So, when you look on social media and they say,
‘Oh, that is weird; it means they don't really like people that
refer to themselves as weird. I'm an introvert. | don't talk
unless spoken to and | keep to myself. I'm a homebody. | do
what | got to do, and | get my ass back home. | didn’t know if
people would understand that about me. Melle Bxndo fits
me much better and as people get to know me, they will see
that the name fits."

Being an artist is definitely one of the most challenging ca-
reers someone can pursue, but Melle knew she was born to
do this. “I've been an artist all my life," remembers Melle. “I
grew up in a musical household. My father got yelled at
plenty of nights for playing a saxophone at all hours of the
night and waking up everybody, so music is personal to me.
I'm anartist by nature. I'm a sketch artist, | do natural art, and
visual art but music is just something that takes me to a
whole new level. | don't think people really understand me
as a person unless they listen to my music. A lot of people
say if | didn't love you, | would hate you!" (She laughs) “Then
they listen to my music and they get who | am and where I'm
coming from.”

Have you ever wondered what was the inspiration behind a
song? Inspiration can come from a moment in time, a
person, a place or something as simple as a thought. “I go
with what | feel in the moment,” explains Melle. “Sometimes
| can just be emotional. There's a song | wrote called ‘Chanc-
es’ and it's a song about relationships. When you get to
know me better, you will see where I'm going with it. My
music speaks to my life with situations around me that affect
me in some kind of way.

"
\

Right now, I'm working on a tape which may make the men a
little mad at me. It's a song that centers around some men who
hate women that's getting money. | don't want to seem like a
man hater; it's not like that however, being a female and a domi-
nant female, it seems like I'm always having to fight for my rights
to be heard. | have to argue constantly with putting little boys in
check. | feel let's be men and women and talk like adults. | don't
want to say the song is like checking haters, but I'm no nonsense!”

Blown Woofer



Asawoman inamale dominated industry, challenges definitely come, and they come vi-
ciously atimes. Mele s notthe one to play with but that doesn't stop the challenges from
testing her stamina. “Hell, yeah | have faced many challenges,” says Melle. “l cantstress
to you enough how hard its been to me so | know what these other females must be
going through. Its a real thing when people ask you to do the unthinkable or the craziest
things; believe that! Youre nat going to catch me in skimpy lingerie. Shoutoutto Rhanna
because she looks beautiful in it, but fm not going to have fifty thousand men groping me
inavideo. Imnotgoing to be like that, but I've encountered people trying to change me as
anartist... Mele, you got to get sexy and wear some heels’and Imlike, What'? Doyou
realize whoyou talking to? The world willeat me up and chew me up alive because they
wil know thisis natme. | canttbe fake ke thatand so I unintothatalot. |alsoget, ‘Come
on shorty; youtre going too hard and | reply, Well, what youwant me todo? | canreswite
averse, butin the meantime, this is what | brought to the table’. People wantwomen to
dumb it down and | dont like that. 'm not a submissive artist and I'm not about to make
you feel good whie 'mfeeling bad as awoman in this industry; its been ridicuiously hard.
Thatswhy Im fill tying to get off the ground ill this day. VWhen | make certain statements,
I'm not trying to disrespect nobody; everybody's different. Nicki [Mina]] got a different
image and | justdont see myself with the long har, nice lashes and long nais. Youtre not
going to get that from me and 'm not saying that's how she got towhere she's at, but sex
sells and we're in a sex dominated industry however. . . youre not going to get sex from
me.”

Mele has a song called ‘Smoke Break’ and it's definitely one that most people on a job
canrelateto. .. “WWhen people heard my song ‘Smoke Break', they felt that was the song
| should definitely lead with,” recalls Melle. ‘“it's a song about corporate Ameica, going fo
work and you got a boss that's up your ass nagging you every ime you tum around. ..
Youaintdothis,, “Youin rouble’, “You didntdo that, ‘Youwrote up’and ‘Now you're fred
and soits like, man, | need to take a smoke break before | punch my boss in the mouth
andgotojail”

The funny thing about this song is that Melle doesn'teven smoke agarettes. ‘fisthe type
of song that you could play 10 years later and siill relate,” says Melle. “tt also talks about
workplace violence, and ego trips. My other song called ‘Feeling Codl'is like a cookout
song where we like to have fun. We're going through a pandemic right now and every-
body s shutin and the world s trying to get back to nomal and we're trying to find our way
back. The song is like, wow we have enough problems so for a moment let's just chill
relaxand enjoy each other's company because we dontknowwhatthe next dayis going
to bring. | got music for all kinds of subjects but the things I'm dealing with now is for al
these sensitive ass felas. | got something forthem.”

The world is definitely about to know who Mele Bxndo is and how she feels about the
world around her. Asamatter of fact, she placed 11 outof 2000 submissions in the LUM
competiion, which is an independent music App by Apple which features artists who are
notsignedwith any record companies. She didn'twin the grand prize, but she did getpaid
afewbucks for herefforts. ‘“its really a good platform to build your name and make some
money”, says Mele. “They say two of Ne-YO'SA&R reps were judges of the competition.
Theywil hurtyourfeelings if yoursong iswhack. They donitplay; theylltell youtotake that
crap downreally quick. Somehaw my song ‘Smoke Break' flew across theirdesk afew
times and the song made it to LUM artist of the day on the national smoke holiday. Now
| do smoke weed but the song is not about smoking weed. s about taking a smoke
break at work to keep from knocking your boss out and its literally talking about a ciga-

Photo crecit @tylertookthis

So now Melle Bxndo is working with Kal Dawson management and she
knows she stil has some work to do because the Kal Dawson manage-
ment team has a whole roster of incredibly talented artist. “fm going to
show them that I'm worth putting energy into”, says Melle. You can folow
Melle Bxndo on Instagram or drop hera message in her DM.




PRINCESS WENACE

MUSIC SPOTLIGHT In 14 QUESTIONS

By Tuesday Thomas

Who is Princess Menace?

Princess Menace: I got started in the music world after a long
stage career. When I first started my stage career it was in
acting and poetry. As time went by, I became more influenced
to become a musical artist because of my poetry, [ wanted to
be a female Tupac.

Princess Menace: My original artist name is Des The Menace,
butTIalso go by Princess Menace. Des The Menace was derived
from me wanting to show people that I can be myself and a
Menace. Being a “Menace” on the mic means that I destroy
anything and anyone in my way. Princess Menace is the other
side of me that is dainty and delicate, but I still am gangsta
with it. I don’t want people to let this beautiful smile distract
them from the bars. The name Princess Menace was given to
me by my CEO of Pretty Money Records because I am the First
Lady/ Princess of the label.

PmlcessMenaceIwasbommBImldyn, NYMIW&S"

ahleinpetfo:m. Yes,‘lsee r v'




6. Who inspired you to do music?

7. How long have you been rapping?

8. What type of message do you want your audience to get
from your music?

er great example would be one of
which was written for my people to

Being lyrical and still trying tobe

Princess Menace: Most people don’t know that I am truly a funny
person to be around. My personality has always been wild and
spunky since day one. So, when people see me on TV, I don’t want
them to think that I'm trying to copy someone else. Only the real
would understand that’s how Inaturally am.

Blown Woofer

11. Would you like to give any shout outs?

12. Are there any new projects or songs Y
leasing in the near future?

Ifeel like I can accomplish way more. Being that
women artists I feel like I have a bit of an advan-
’s a little harder only because of the way I present my artist-
t it's because of that, that makes me go harder for what [

Princess Menace: My Instagram is THEREALPRINCESSMENACE,
Twitter is THEREALPRINCESSMENACE,

Facebook is Princess Menace and you can also follow my label at
Pretty Money Records on everything... Facebook, Twitter, Tik Tok,
you hame it.




LIFE AFTER MUSIC

From record producer/label executive at Arista Records to the
owner of a successful nail salon in The Bronx. Only in America
can people chase a dream, build relationships and change careers.
Personal friends know him as Lenny and music industry folks
know him as Alize Jones, the first black nail salon owner of Nails
and Tips by Laila London in the Boogie Down Bronx. “It blew my
socks off because I couldn't believe I was the only one”, says
owner Alize. “Tt just can’t be true. There must be at least 1—15
other black owned nail salons. I can't just be the only person with
thisidea.”

Not only was Alize the first to do it but the real question is why did
he want to open a nail salon in The Bronx? “Well it's a threefold
answer to the question,” starts Alize. ... “One, 'm from The Bronx.
Secondly, once amonth or every other monthIwould do a daddy
daughter day. Iintroduced my daughters to getting manicures
and pedicures because it's arelaxing feeling, it's a good refreshing
feeling and almost therapeutic if you get a good technician. And
thirdly, to be cut and dry some other cultures don't treat our
people in our culture with the best of professionalism. So, it was
all those factors that was the inspiration and timing as well. [was
going to do something in 2013 with a partner and open a nail sa-
lon/beauty shop but the timing was not right. This time around

my daughters were the inspiration for opening the nail salon now.

Alize Jones, the

first black nail

salon owner in
The Bronx

“ can’t just be the only
person with this idea.”

Blown Woofer




Alize has two daughters who are 15 and 7 years old. He named the
salon after his daughters, Laila and London. Ifyou think it was a coinci-
dence that their namesboth begin with the letter “L” ... Nope. .. Alize’s
real name is Lenny which begins with an “L” therefore, he made sure
his children’s names begin with an “L”. They do work in the salon
when they are not busy with school or afterschool activities.

If you think men are embarrassed to get a mani/pedi, think again. The
climate of the nail salon has definitely changed and now men want to
be groomed from head to toe. At the grand opening some of your fa-
vorite male celebrities stopped by to be serviced. It's refreshing to see
men getting pedicures and taking care of their feetbecause women are
tired of seeing men who wear socks with sandals. “Mostly everybody
gets clearnail polish but, 'mnoticing that men are actually getting clear
gel manicures and pedicures. I think portions of the entertainment in-
dustry and our culture is all about style,” explains Alize. “It's about
being fresh or cool. 1 think likeminded brothers such as myself who
are really big on fashion want to be groomed from head to toe. Atone
point I would dress really expensive, really cool, really fresh, and really
dapper. I wanted to keep up a clean appearance and there’s nothing
like a guy that has clean nails, clean hands, his face s groomed, and his
toes are groomed as well. T think that women like that especially if
you're alady’s man. Women like that type of appearance and will give
it the stamp of approval”

If you were at the grand opening of the salon, you may have had a
chance to take a photo with one of your favorite personalities from the
reality television show, Love & Hip Hop or maybe you attended one of
their concerts. Alize met a lot of the celebrities during his career as a
record producer and formed unbreakable bonds over the years. “T
definitely was able toform alot of relationships and being amusic pro-
ducer the music business changed, I changed and now I call myself an
industry insidermore or less towhere Imanage a few artists and celeb-
rities. Imanage Peter Gunz of Love and Hip Hop, plus Iwork very close-
ly and manage Roy Jones junior. We have a really big fight that’s
coming up with Mike Tyson. Therefore, 'm able to sometimes make a
phone call and get their support to come through if they are free.”

If you want to know what makes this nail salon different from all the
rest, well it’s their free car service. If you live within a mile radius of the
salon, you can be picked up by the salon’s free car service. Wow! If that
doesn’t make you feel like a super star, what more can we say.... All
you have to do is leave a 20-50% deposit and their driver will pick you
up and drop you back home. Alize searched all the nail schools and in-
terviewed hundreds of nail technicians until he discovered the best of
the bunch. Theyknow the styles, what’s trendy and what the customer
wants when it comes to glitz, glamour and wraps. “My technicians are
licensed and creative with the nail trends. If you want to get something
done right, our team is super creative and the customers love it and
keep coming back,” says Alize.

NAILS & TIPS

BY LAILA LONDON

nailsandtips.com







Quarantined Listening ., v ray.r

The first six weeks of COVID-19 | never left my apartment. Lucky | had enough
food, drink, toilet paper and most importantly enough music. As | laid in the
bed sometimes fourteen hours at a time, | didn’t want loud vocalists singing at
me. | just wanted something amazing in my Sony MDR-7506 headphones. Not a
Sony commercial, just great classic over the ear headphones. The music had
to be something | could listen to and hear each instrument or vocal clearly, or
just make me feel amazing just listening to it and not have to think, just be. ‘n
Here are some great complete albums, downloads or however you listen to

your music.

My first choice is an artist | met many years ago. His piano playing is amazing. His style is jazz / urban
contemporary. His music will bring you up if you are down: Never Can Say Goodbye - Tribute To Michael
Jackson, 2010, remastered 2018. Mellow Wonder - Songs In The Key Of Stevie, 2015. Betcha by Golly
Wow - The Songs of Thom Bell, 2012. And my favorite, Reflections Of Love, 1992. When you hear these
songs you will wonder why you never had these albums before. | have no doubt you will love everything
else he does.
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This next pick of mine is someone who has played with Bob Baldwin. The smooth sound of his instru-
ment will send chills up your back straight to your heart. Whether you are quarantined alone or with
someone you love, you will love this sexy sax of Marion Meadows: Marion Meadows - Player’s Club,
2004. Marion Meadows - In Deep, 2002. Marion Meadows - Soul Traveler featuring Najee - 2015. His
music will take you to another place.

Marion
Meadows

And my last, certainly but not least is a man who’s vocal tones will wake you from a dead sleep, unlike
an alarm clock that violently grabs you and shakes you. This man will slowly rock you like a baby in its
mother’s arms. He sings to represent every man and speaks to every woman. He is Will Downing: Will
Downing - A Dream Fulfilled, 1991. Will Downing - Greatest Love Songs, 2002. Will Downing - Will Down-
ing, 1988.

Blown Wookr




TWEETER OF THE MONTH

Yolanda Cuadrado.

This Puerto Rican beauty
hails from the South Bronx
and is a NYPD Police
Sergeant.

In her spare time she can be
seen taking photos around
New York City with her pho-
tographer and fellow police
officer, George Pruitt .

She loves beans and rice how-
ever, she knows she has to
work out four times a week for
one hour to keep her body
building figure.

Ji7 e

BY GEORGE PRUITT

Ifyouwould like to be a Tweeter of the Month, submit yotfr bio/photostoday at Blownwoofermagazine@gmail.com
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Thereis a proverb that stands to be true through the test of
time which goes, “You can't judge abook by it's cover.” For
some what looks like a mess or a setback actually turns
out to be lessons, detours, roadblocks and finally the road
to success. This adage can directly be said of Kal Dawson,
the president of Kal Dawson Management. Looking back
on his life Kal reflects, “For a minute it looked like I would
be in and out of jail for the rest of my life. My mother
didn’t raise me to be a career jail bird. The streets just
sucked me in, and I was having a good time. However, as
the saying goes, “All fun good things must come to an
end_"

In the beginning Kal had a nice family life. His mother had
five kids: four boys and one girl. Kal is the baby of the
bunch. His parents separated when he was about three
years old. In his younger years he was a good kid in school.
He was a quiet child who listened to the teacher and spoke
up when the teacher called on him. “You could not mess
up in school or else moms was onit”, remembers Kal. “So,
Ididn’t f*ck around. My mom was right around the corner
from my school. She had easy access to get there really
quick. My mom was very hands on. There was no, ‘Billy
get over here and sit down’ nope, she was, Mother f*cker
didn't I..... bop, bop, boom, bop... get over here.... Don't
yourun! Mymom was definitely very, very hands on.” In
some neighborhoods your family is not just made up of
your immediate family. It also consists of the other kids
that lived on the block, your same floor or surrounding
neighborhood or school. Some people grow apart and
move out of the neighborhood and others keepin touch. “T
grew up in South Central Jamaica in Queens New York.
The school districts were divided up depending on where
you lived.

Kal didn’t get involve in the streets until he was in junior
high school. “T got skipped from the sixth to the eighth
grade,” remembers Kal. “I wanted to get into the drug
game. My relatives did it, so I wanted to do it too but, they
said if you get in, it won'tbe because of me. So, IThad to find
my ownway. There was another individual inmy projects
that knew his math, his hair was always wavy, he wore
mock necks, and he was a hustler. So, I went to him for
wisdom. Now I know it was a bad thing that's why nobody
wanted to teach me about the street activities but he
taught me about the streets, what to do, how to do it,
where to do it and who to do it with. All though high
school I became a boss. I was a worker, soldier and from
there I moved up the ranks to lieutenant and then I
became my own boss. He graduated from high school but
didn't go to college.

Actually, whenIwas going to high school, Itook a test to work for the
New York Sanitation Department.” Kal was on the wait list however
the Sanitation job didn’t come through fast enough. Kal got snatched
up by the police a few times in North Carolina, and New York. It was
scary but he got throughit. “The jails in other states were sweet how-
ever, the infamous Rikers Island was pure hell,” remembers Kal.
“That's really some scared straight sh*t. Dudes be watching you to
see what you have, pick a fight with you for no reason and envy if you
have more than they have. Kool G Rap made a song about Rikers
Island... ‘You won't be smiling on Rikers Island, Rikers Island, Rikers
Island.” Now I know what he was talking about.”

After being incarcerated Kal was able to get a job at Def Jam as an
A&R recruiter with Russell Simmons thanks to his brother who was
friends with Russell. “That's when I started learning about the music
business, and managing artists,” says Kal. " A lot of the promoters
knew me because I would have my drug parties at the clubs” As an
artist recruiter, I would go out to find who was serious about their
music and bring them to the label. Iwould go to different rap shows
looking for artist. Ihad to prove myself to Russell Simmons that this
is what I wanted to do.Iwanted to try something different because I
knew this thing Iwas doing would be a revolving jail door; nothing il
legal last forever. I know some guys that have gone to jail and will
never get a chance to come home. Some people die in jail so some-
thing different had to happen for me. Iworked with LL Cool J. I went
to high school with him. Twork with Slick Rick and I got Method Man
signed to Def Jam on a solo deal.” Kal stayed at Def Jam for three
years.
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her label to drop her and

they have an excuse every time on why she should not let her fans down. She says she does

not have the support of her label, Def Jam theywill not take any accountability regarding why i

she is not getting any promotional support. Fat Joe chimed in on the Wendy Williams show A

and said Teyana should have talked to her label through her attorney and not take any gripes / /{

to social media. y {
1 wh ;

50 Cent’s creativity is showing out with the success of producing his amazing television shows % o ',
that has audiences craving for more. If you're stuck in the house because of the pandemic, itsa | % o
good time to watch FOR LIFE, POWER BOOK II: GHOST, and hinge watch the entire season of
POWER if you have not seen it. His next project s to produce a musical comedy series with Mary
JBlige. Getyour snacks ready; this is going to be a good one!

Mickey Guyton becomes the first black female solo artist to earn a Grammy nomination in the coun-
try music category. Oh No!!! Some folks had their money on K. Michele after she told the world that
she was going to make a country album. Ugh! We were counting on K. Michele to be the first black
woman in country music to set records.

Continued from page 7

Letme give you one example. . . People who are discouraged ANGELQ: | dontwant young artists to look at someone older and think that they're
inthis industry when they are not accepted go into depression, not young enough or relevant enough. Wisdom is age and age is wisdom. Don't
they gointo drugs orwhatever and become an alooholic. The shutthe doorto oppotunities with somebody who can teach you and you can grow
aloohol takes control and then they lose out. Then they want o from them. | stand on the shoulders of a lot of great heroes and | don'twant young
become accusatory and want to blame the manager; the people to believe, “Oh this personis old, and this personis this or that”. Wisdomun-
record company and the listgoes on..... No, youmustrecuse locks the door.

yourself as to why it didn't happen for you. In my book, | said

that God gives us so many chances to start all over. So now if For more wisdom, information, and priceless tidbits on how this publicist makes
you have the abity to sing and now you understand and you things happen for his dients folow on Instagram @doublexosure

are inspired to get back into the studio and you have leamed
from your mistakes, now you can start over again with an un-
derstanding of the work ethics. You know; everybody wants to
be the star and | say; ‘spell star backwards'. Everybody wants
acup ofinstant coffee and | always say, ‘taintgood. Try the
brewed coffee’. You must be able to invest the ime and the
energy in your pursit. Not just your craft but the business side
of all your relationships.

QUESTION: Whatis the one thing you want young arfists to
know?
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JEFF BRADSHAW
“Stronger”

Legendary trombone player Jeff Bradshaw has released a new album
titled “Stronger”. The star studded roaster includes some of neo souls
music most sought after in the business, such as Raheem Devaughn,
Mike Burton, Marsha Ambrosius, Frank McComb, Amber Navran,
Trombone Shorty, Paula Champion, Conya Doss and many more.

There is absolutely nothing negative at all to say about this album.
Every track, every vocal and every arrangement is simply superb. From
the opening track “War and Thunder” featuring Trombone Shorty, to
the very last song featuring Wadude Ahmad on “Gratitude”. The entire
album is phenomenal and much needed in a time where we are des-
perate for change in humanity, our communities and culture, a
change in how the world is being governed, a change in music that we
hear as we deal with all these pandemics.

Stronger is indeed a change in what we've been hearing. Finally, a
body of work that you can play from start to finish and enjoy each song
as it tells a story. Here are a few favorites to look out for... War and
Thunder, Nights Over Egypt, Pretty baby, Prototype, Euphoria, Butter-
fly, Closure and Celebrate are fantastic songs to open this alboum. Then
there is the Stevie Wonder medley sung by Frank McComb and Glenn

@themikeleeshow

Lewis. Then the set closes-with_songs like“l Do” sung by
Marsha Ambrosius and “Betta” sung by Amber Navran of
Moonchild. These are simply a few favorites as this entire
album is a sure showstopper.

If you're a music lover and want some great music to cele-
brate to over the holidays, go get this album now! This
album gets 5 stars!
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Join G. Keith Alexander

New York radio/TV personality, voice actor
and founder/CEO. of HarlemAmerica Digital Network
as he inferviews-the most Amazing Guests ‘on his

yreeeYWhat's Hot -

HarlemAmerica.
G. Recth rHevander

At; www.voeiceamerica.com Search:;
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Get your wisdom in print and/or audio
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JAY PHAROAH ALMOST DROPS MIC FOR LAST TIME

BY VIN TAYLOR

When comedian Jay Pharoah was walking down the street minding his own
business and was told to lay down on the ground, he probably thought he was
dreaming. But when he realized it was not a dream, all that ran through his
head was “I literally could have been George Floyd.” Former cast member on
Saturday Night Live, stand-up comedian and impressionist born Jared Antonio
Farrow was spread eagle on the ground and.... Let me back up a little.

Last April comedian Jay Pharoah was walking down Ventura Boulevard in Cali-
fornia when he saw LAPD officers moving closely around him. The next thing
he knew was he was spread eagle on the ground, cuffed, with officers with
guns drawn standing over him. An officer momentarily had he knee on Jay’s
neck. He understands how people like George Floyd, Ahmaud Arbery and
others had felt.

After police did a quick investigation, they unhandcuffed him and apologized
(?) by saying “you fit the description of a person...” blah blah blah blah blah
blah blah... How many Black men “fit the description” by being... Black? If you
look at the surveillance video online, you will see that the police approached
him from behind. So how do you “fit the description” from behind? You had the
same sneakers? The same color clothing? The same haircut? Maybe they just
wanted him to run so they could shoot first and ask later. How do you answer,
“fit the description”? You don’t, you just keep on moving and keep on living and
loving. Thank God you came out alive.

But was Jay able to walk away because he was famous? If he was John Q
Blackman, would he have been arrested? Would he have been beaten? Would
he have ended up dead? As a parent of a Young Black Man | say: Don’t struggle
or fight. Don’t ask too many questions. Act like a gentleman, don’t act like a
Ni99er who DID DO something. The more you resist the more you look like you
“fit the description.”




Obsidian is a protective stone, as it forms a shield against negativity, blocks psy-
chicattacks and draws outmental stress and tension. Obsidian is formed by the
quick cooling of volcanic lava, hardening like giass. Obsidian was worth more
than gald, as they were used by the Mayans and the Aztecs to make amow-
heads, ewelry and cutting instruments. Obsidian keeps your mind tuned inand
keeps your physical and spiitual bodies alignment. it helps o dissolve old trau-
meas, helps with shadow work, helps break negative spirtual workiexicurs-
es/evil witchcraft that is casted towards and upon you.

Obsidian is the meeting point for all the elements of earth, fie, water, and air
Keep your castle protected with Obsidian close to the doorway (behind the
door), under your pilows, dose to your roct chakra, near your window sill and
near your freasures/reasured objects. Obsidian Stone strengthens your root
chakra as well, which keeps us grounded without meking us feel bounded and
gagged. [t smply sends the excess energy flowing down to the ground to be
absorbed by Mother Earth. Obsidian sendsits healing energy straight to the root
chakra. The Black Obsidian Stone aids your solar plexus chakra, the third
chakrawhich is associated with seff-esteem and sense of worth.

\%— )
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OBSIDIAN - The Protective Stone

Obsidian removes blockages that keeps us from living our best lives without the
confinements of fear:

Obsidian is an amazing amulet for Sagittarians and Scorpios. Scorpios tend to
be fiery, passionate, and intense. They are a sign ruled by Pluto and Mars (the
gods of the underworid and war). Black Obsidian serves as the protector, which
isimportant for a Sagittarian who usually doesntlook before they leap and who
can often be found dashing out on their next great adventure.

Toleam more about gem stones, go to www.Vondechi.com. Follow on
Instagram @vondechiisvault




HOME LOUDSDEAKD

BYVINTAYLOR

Do you remember your parents having a HiHFi (High Fidelity)
System in their Console TV/Stereo Unit? Maybe you were bom
too late. Or maybe you were not alowed in the living room. Either
way. ... You missed out. Most consoles had two built-n speakers
and a place to wire two more as my father did back inthe day; he
also added a switch box. This allowed not only two additional
speakers but allowed for an additional three pairs of speakers. So,
we not only had sound in the living room, but in the kitchen, dining
room, as well as the back yard. This whole thing was no easy
doings. The entire conglomeration of speakers had to be wired.
Two speaker cables to every pair of speakers. Then they were all
wired toa speakerswitcher to tum on oroff each area orroom. The
consoke was a solid piece of wood fumiture in your living room and
had a tumtable that made every 33 LP or stack of 45s sound
amazing. Man, those were the good old days.

VINTAGE MAGNAVOX

Today, we can have the same number of speakers, but they
don't have to be wired to each other or a speaker switcher. You
cantry speakers like Sonos One. The powerful smart speaker
with voice control buitt in. Get rich, roonHilling sound with Sonos
One, and contral it with your voice with the Sonos App, Apple
AirPlay 2, and more. The compact design fits just about any
space, bedroom, iving room or put it on your kitchen counter-
top. Its humidity resistant so you can even putitin the bathroom.
You can also customize your system. Start with one speaker
and easily add more later. Pair stereo speakers in the same
room for a bolder; richer sound. Connect Sub toArc, Playbar, or
Beam for deeper bass, then add a pair of rear sumounds forim-
mersive sumound sound. Hook up your tumtable to Five or
Amp to sfream vinyl all around your home.

Sonos works with all the services you know and love. Stream
Apple Music, Spofify, Amazon Music, Audible, Deezer, Pando-
ra, Tuneln, iHeartRadio, Google Play Music, YouTube Music,
and many more.

SONOS ONE
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