
Message from Pastor 

JUST A FRACTION OFF 

Grandpa had a rifle, just a .22 caliber mind you, but to us 
‘city boys’ a.k.a. my two brothers and I, it was fascinating. Dad 
was not a gun guy and we lived in suburbia. The wildlife we 
saw were squirrels, birds and an occasional stray dog. 

So guess who decided to try to unleash the bridled ‘Daniel 
Boone’ in us? There was a huge field behind Grandpa’s 
house. So, after we finally found some ammunition that fit in 
the gun (that was a miracle), off we went to shoot at a fence-
post about 150 yards away. We attached a balloon to the top—
and started blazing away. 

Well, that balloon seemed to stick its tongue out at us. I 
thought I could hear it laughing at us. Each of us had 15 shots 
at it. Our accuracy rate? Nada. Zippo. Zilch. 

When we went to see the fence post we figured the 
gunsight had to have been off. We expected to have 45 holes 
in that piece of wood. There was maybe one. But the two 
pieces of plowing equipment Grandpa stored in that corner of 
the field behind the fencepost had several—make that about 
40—bullet holes in them. Our aim was off just a fraction. If you 
count 10 feet a fraction. 

For us humans, trying to live a good life is just like that. We 
try hard; we aim to do our best; we’re sure we got it just right. 
Only to find that were off just a fraction. If ‘not-even-close’ is a 
fraction. 

So why even try if we’re not going to do what God wants, 
if we’re gonna fail so often? Well, for believers, it’s called 
thankfulness. God, who has done so much for us, asks us to 
“Come, follow me” and to “Love One Another.” Since we 
have been rescued from eternal punishment in hell by Jesus’ 
sacrifice on the cross for us, we will want to do what pleases 
God. (If that desire is not there, you have not understood at all 
what Jesus did for you. Go back to John 3 and 19-20.) 

We have the strength that God loves me and cares about 
me. We have the assurance God will work for my eternal good. 
We have no fear, wondering and worrying what this God will 
say to me when I stand before him. Because I know that I’m a 
sinner—only off by a fraction (yeah, right). And I know that He 

The Messenger 
Cross of Christ 

Lutheran Church 
4045 N. Van Nuys Road 

Kingman, AZ 86409 
 

Phone: 928-757-3543 
Website:     

www.crossofchrist-
kingman.com 

Email: 
crossofchristkingman 

@gmail.com 
 

Paul Mueller, Pastor 

  
 

 
Worship Services 

Sunday: 10:00 am 
 

Communion 
1st, 3rd, and 5th Sundays 

Bible Classes 
Sunday: 9:00 am 

Tuesday: 11:00 am, 1:30 pm, & 
7:00 pm 

Thursday: 1:30 pm 

Men’s Bible Class 
Second Saturday: 9:30 am 

Sunday School 
Sunday: 9:00 am 

~~ AUGUST 2022 ~~ 



is righteous, holy. We sometimes wonder if we 
need to do something to save ourselves. And 
we wonder if we have ever done enough. 

Veiled in humility and masked in suffering, 
God in Christ, gives a face to his love. He 
wants us to see God’s undying compassion for 
fallen humanity. Jesus died for you! See our 
God’s love for us as he carried our sins to 
Calvary to die for us. See our God’s promises 
fulfilled as Jesus rises from the dead. Because 
he lives, you also will live. 

When Grandpa got home that evening, we 
boys got a ‘lesson’ in gun safety, aiming and chores. ‘But we were only off by a fraction.’ 
Grandpa didn’t see it that way and neither will God. Only in Jesus will we be ‘right on target.’ 

Something to Think About ................................................................ Long Trip Alone 

In the world of country music, Dierks Bentley is a bona fide star. But his talent goes beyond his 
voice and his performance. Dierks Bentley is a gifted songwriter known for crafting his lyrics 
with care. 

Of the songs he’s written, one has a twist in how it came to be. The song is distinctive in tone. 
It is slow, thoughtful, somber. The title of the song is Long Trip Alone. As he began to write, 
Bentley had his marriage in mind. Picturing the years of his life as a journey, he intended to 
describe what it meant to have his spouse by his side. As he wrote, however, his perspective 
changed. By the time it matured into a finished piece, Long Trip Alone was no longer about a 
husband and wife. Rather, Long Trip Alone was about the quiet, desperate need each of us 
has for the presence of the Lord. 

Indeed, as Bentley describes it, your life and mine is “A long trip alone, over sand and stone.” 
You know the hardships. You know the difficulties. You know the crushing disappointments. 
Left to ourselves, you and I would wander. We’d walk in circles. We’d stumble and fall. And as 
we did, the suffocating isolation would just grow worse until our pointlessness came to an end 
in some dark, despairing place. 

That’s what sin does—your sin and mine. Not only has it made the journey of life rugged and 
painful. It isolates us. It forces each of us to walk the long trip alone—a trip that ends in eternal 
death. 

But that’s why Jesus came. God’s Son became one of us. He took the long trip through this 
broken world, living a perfect life on our behalf. Then he carried our sins to the cross, where he 
endured an aloneness that will forever defy description—an aloneness he endured in our place. 

And because he has, you and I, through faith 
in him, will never have to walk alone again. 

In Exodus 33, the Lord promised Moses, “My 
Presence will go with you.” In Christ, he makes 
the same promise to you and me. 

 Pastor Jon Enter 

BIBLE CLASSES 
Thursday afternoons (1:30) and Sunday 
mornings (9:00) we’re studying 2 Samuel. 

Join us on Tuesday mornings (11:00) for a 
look at Hard Sayings of Jesus. 

Foundations of Faith class, the beginner’s 
class, meets on Tuesday afternoons (1:30). 

Roadmaps to Reading the Bible, a class 
where we scan every book of the Bible to see 
its purpose, author, timeframe, and main parts, 
is on Tuesday evenings (7:00). 

TECHATTICUP MINE 
Join us on Saturday, Aug 6 for a 
tour of the Techatticup Gold 
Mine and lunch. We’ll meet at 
church at 9AM to car pool to the 
mine. Let Pastor know if you’re 
interested. 



 

HUMOR
Church Bloopers (These actually appeared in 
church bulletins or were announced in church 
services.) 

 The Fasting & Prayer Conference 
includes meal. 

 Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale… 
It’s a chance to get rid of those things 
not worth keeping around the house. 
Bring your husbands. 

 Remember in prayer the many who are 
sick of our community. Smile at 
someone who is hard to love. Say ‘Hell’ 
to someone who doesn’t care much 
about you. 

 Don’t let worry kill you off – let the 
Church help. 

 Miss Charlene Mason sang ‘I will not 
pass this way again,’ giving obvious 
pleasure to the congregation. 

 Next Thursday there will be tryouts for 
the choir. They need all the help they 
can get. 

 Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were 
married on October 24 in the church. So 
ends a friendship that began in their 
school days. 

Bubba’s BBQ 

Each Friday night after work, Bubba would fire 
up his outdoor grill and cook venison steak. But 
all of Bubba's neighbors were Catholic, and 
since it was Lent, they were forbidden from 
eating red meat on Friday. 

The delicious aroma from the grilled venison 
steaks was causing such a problem for the 
Catholic faithful that they finally talked to their 
priest. 

The priest came to visit Bubba and suggested 
that he become a Catholic. 

After several classes and much study, Bubba 
attended Mass. The priest sprinkled holy water 
over him and said, "You were born a Baptist and 
raised as a Baptist, but now you are Catholic." 

Bubba's neighbors were greatly relieved, until 
Friday night arrived and the wonderful aroma of 
grilled venison filled the neighborhood. The 
priest was called immediately by the neighbors. 

As the priest rushed into Bubba's yard, clutching 
a rosary and prepared to scold him, he stopped 
and watched in amazement. 

There stood Bubba, clutching a small bottle of 
holy water, which he carefully sprinkled over the 
grilling meat while chanting, "You wuz born a 
deer, you wuz raised a deer, but now you are a 
catfish." 
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AUG BIRTHDAYS 
1st Gel Brotsch 
1st  Brandon Moore 
3rd  Darius Mangelsdorf 
6th  Syd Huxtable 

11th  Bette Bobzien 
11th  Leena Meza 
14th  David Jenkins 
15th  Judy Leicht 
15th  Shawn Nelson 
18th  Leo Galvan 
18th  Peggy Ramey 
26th  Christine Hanson 

  

AUG ANNIVERSARIES 

7th  Tim & Linda Mangelsdorf 
29th  Eldon & Deby Krei 

  
  

 

 

The LADIES CIRCLE 
 

AUG / SEPT NEWS 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
The first Ladies Circle monthly meeting for the 2022-2023 business year is 
as follows: 

When: Saturday, September 10th 
Time: 9:30 am 
Place: Education Building 

(Monthly meetings are on the 2nd Saturday of each month 
from September thru May. 

Committee call leaders will contact you prior to each monthly meeting). 

The Devotion series for this year is: 

 God is in the Laundry Room  
(8 sessions about seeking God) 

All ladies of the congregation are invited to attend and join in the fellowship, 
devotion topics, planning future activities, and the WELS Missions we 
support as a Ladies Circle group.  By getting involved your time, talent and 
treasures will help continue God’s work. 

Executive board: Trish Gename, President,  
Sasha Mangelsdorf, Secretary 
Julie Mueller, Treasurer. 

 

COMMITTEE - FLOWERS 
If you would like to provide fresh flowers for a Sunday service, there 
is a sign-up sheet in the Narthex.  Any questions, contact Trish 
Gename. 

KITCHEN 
The Sunday fellowship menu schedule is available in the Fellowship 
Hall.  If you would like to help out in the kitchen, contact Christine 
Hanson or Trish Gename. 

SUNDAY MEAL HOSTS 
The Kitchen Committee is still looking for volunteers to help out in 
the kitchen set up for the meal after Sunday service.  If you are 
interested, please see Christine Hanson or Trish Gename for details. 

 

Aug Fellowship Meal Schedule 
DAY MAIN DISH 
7th  Hot Dogs 

14th  Italian 
21st Favorite Recipes 
28th  International 

 

The LWMS Grand Canyon Circuit 
Weekend Retreat will be at Camp 
Shadow Pines in Heber, AZ from 
October 7 – October 9. 

Registration forms and more 
information are available on the 
Ladies Circle table in the narthex. 
See Marie Huxtable with questions. 

*Please note that the circuit website 
is currently unavailable so completed 
registration forms must be mailed in. 



 

 

 

AUG USHERS 
Tim Mangelsdorf 

Duley Nelson 
Jesse Mangelsdorf 

Don Nomann 

August 2022 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 
 
 

 8:00 am Workday 
 
11:00 am Bible Class 
1:30 pm Bible Class 
 
4:00 pm Choir 
7:00 pm Bible Class 
 

  
 
 
1:30 pm Bible Class 

 

 

 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 
9:00 am Bible Class & Sunday School 
10:00 am Communion Worship Service 
11:15 am Fellowship Meal 
12:15 pm Elders Meeting 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
6:00 pm Council Mtg 
 

8:00 am Workday 
 
11:00 am Bible Class 
1:30 pm Bible Class 
 
4:00 pm Choir 
7:00 pm Bible Class 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
1:30 pm Bible Class 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

9:30 am Men’s Bible Breakfast 
 

 
 
 
 
 

14 151 16 17 18 19 20 
9:00 am Bible Class & Sunday School 
10:00 am Worship Service 
11:15 am Fellowship Meal 
 

 

 
 

8:00 am Workday 
 
11:00 am Bible Class 
1:30 pm Bible Class 
 
4:00 pm Chori 
7:00 pm Bible Class 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
1:30 pm Bible Class 
 
 
 

 

  

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
9:00 am Bible Class & Sunday School 
10:00 am Communion Worship Service 
11:15 am Fellowship Meal 
 

 

 
8:00 am Workday 
 
11:00 am Bible Class 
1:30 pm Bible Class 
 
4:00 pm Choir 
7:00 pm Bible Class 

  
 
 
1:30 pm Bible Class 
 
 
 

 

  

28 29 30 31 1 2 3 
9:00 am Bible Class & Sunday School 
10:00 am Worship Service 
11:15 am Fellowship Meal 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

8:00 am Workday 
 
11:00 am Bible Class 
1:30 pm Bible Class 
 
4:00 pm Choir 
7:00 pm Bible Class 
 

  
 
 
1:30 pm Bible Class 

  

       
  

 
 
 
 
 

  
 

 

 

9:00 am Techatticup Gold 
Mine and lunch 


