
(Continued next page) 

JANUARY 2023 

A WHOLE NEW WORLD 

 Message from Pastor 

 "Suddenly, I found myself gazing into the biggest 
and blackest hole I had ever seen, from which a 
cloud of innumerable bats seemed to boil. And, 
beyond the bats, a darkness that was so still and 
absolute, it seemed solid." The year was 1898, and 
what Jim was staring into was the yet-to-be-
discovered Carlsbad Caverns. 

 A few days later, Jim returned to lower himself 
into the darkened hole. At about 50 feet, he reached 
the first landing. Equipped only with a kerosene 
lantern and canteen with spare fuel, he crept down 
the slope, exploring tunnels and chambers. Then … 
gulp! … his lantern ran out of fuel. Before he could 
refill it, he felt smothered by the darkness. "It 
seemed as though a million tons of black wool 
descended on me." Quickly, he retreated to his 
escape ladder. 

 For days, Jim's curiosity consumed him. And, 
after convincing a friend to join him, he returned to 
the cave with food, water, fuel and homemade 
torches to discover more. For the next three days 
they navigated much of the cavern, tracing their path 
with a large ball of string to ensure their exit. 

 The deeper they went, the more magnificent the 
underground findings — stalactites and stalagmites, 
chandeliers, soda straws, cave pearls, popcorn, 
cave bacon, flowstones above milky ponds with 
rimstone dams. The wonders seemed endless. Jim 
assigned names as they moved from chamber to 
chamber — the Hall of the Giants, the King's Palace, 
the Bottomless Pit, the Mystery Room, the Rock of 
Ages, the Lake of the Clouds, and many more. 

 Today, the Carlsbad Caverns continue to unveil 
new discoveries as research continues. There's an 
exciting parallel between Jim White's exploratory 
journey of the caverns, and our Christian journey. 

 Not unlike Jim's defining day, you and I also came 
face-to-face with something which changed our 
lives—and the lives of so many more. Most likely, it 
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wasn't a big black hole in the ground. But rather it was God's invitation to know and serve Him — too 
wonderful to fail to investigate. A pathway opened and we ventured in, unsure of where it would lead 
us. To navigate Carlsbad, Jim used rope, torches and string. In our faith, we're led by God's almighty 
Word. His "word is a lamp to [our] feet and a light to [our] path." The wonders of faith—and 
Heaven—were waiting.   

 Saul of Tarsus had his defining moment too. His encounter with the Savior on the Road to Damascus 
was equivalent to a million tons of black wool descending on him. Nothing from Saul's impressive 
resume could have prepared him for what he experienced that day. Everything changed — transformed 
from a bounty hunter capturing Christians, to being the greatest publicist for Christ. 

 Even toward the end of his life, Paul never grew tired of telling the abundance he discovered during 
his journey. "Oh, the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and knowledge of God. How 
unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways." 

 These discoveries await us every time we enter into His presence and dig deeply into the scriptures. 
The more we explore, the greater the findings. Nothing is more exciting than discovering the wonders 
of God's character, His work and His word, and then sharing those truths with others. Come to worship; 
join us in fun activities; get involved in a Bible Class (like the new Foundation of Faith class we’re just 
about to begin).             Happy spelunking in 2023! 

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT .................................................................................. ARMOR 
Let us put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light.  Romans 13:12 

 Walk into a museum of ancient history. Stroll through the corridors that depict how people lived many centuries 
ago. After you’ve done this, go to the section that features military items. When you reach the area that displays 
examples of armor that soldiers used to wear, find a bench and sit down. Look at that armor for a while and give 
it some careful attention.  
 Now, as you sit in that museum, do a bit of time travel. Go back 2,000 years. Watch a Roman 
soldier as he carefully, deliberately puts on his armor. The very presence of that armor on his 
body tells you that he’s getting ready for a serious day. He will be watchful, alert, ready for action. 
After all, one does not put on armor to lounge around the house. You put it on for battle. 
 Satan is forever working to convince me that there’s no urgency when it comes to my Christian 
faith; that there’s no urgency when it comes to my role as a soldier of the cross. In fact, little by 
little, Satan can even ease me into presuming that I have plenty of time to indulge in all my pet 
sins. I can repent and get serious later and put on my armor… some day. 
 But not only is this wrong and rebellious. It is playing games with the evil one and an entity with one goal: To 
see my soul in hell. He tries to lull us into a false sense of security. (A comparison: even when Russian armies 
massed on the border with Ukraine, did they think Putin would attack?  We know how that turned out.) 
 But Jesus, our King, knows our weaknesses. He pursues you and me with a love that is relentless. He reaches 
out to us through the living and enduring Word of God. As he calls us to repentance, he refreshes us with the 
good news of the blood he shed to wash us clean. And as he does, he empowers us. He empowers us to put 
aside our deeds of darkness, put on the armor of light, ready to serve our King, as a soldier of the cross. 

Pastor Galen Reidiger 

⸎ TIDBITS ⸎ 

 We need a volunteer to prepare our Sunday service bulletins. Reach out to Pastor, Julie Mueller, or Shari 
Bishop if you know how to use MS Word and would like to help. 

 Construction of our new shed is coming along nicely.. Call Gene Bishop to learn what you can do to help.  
 On Sunday, November 13, we heard an interesting presentation from Doug Meyer of the Arizona Lutheran 

Academy. If you’d like to learn more about this great Christian school, their website is 
www.ALAcoyotes.org. If you’d like know how you can use your state tax money to assist their education 
(with no cost to you), go to ACSTO.com. 

 If you’d like to contribute your thoughts to the new Worship Committee, contact Tim Mangelsdorf. 
 FYI, our Sunday services are posted on YouTube. 



FOUNDATIONS What better time to really get to know the Bible well than the new year?! 
Pastor will be starting a class where you can ask any questions you 
want about the Bible. He compares different churches so you can figure 
out which church is right for you. Almost everyone who’s ever taken it 
has really enjoyed it. No pressure is applied. Try a class. If you don’t 
like it, that’s OK.  

Let Pastor Mueller know what day and time (morning, afternoons, or 
nights) are best for you. 

 

of FAITH 

HUMOR 
A Pastor decided to skip church one Sunday morning 

and go play golf. 

He told his assistant that he wasn't feeling well. He 
drove to a golf course in another city, so nobody would 
know him. 

He teed off on the first hole. A huge gust of wind caught 
his ball, carried is an extra hundred yards and dropped it 
right in the hole, for a 450-yard hole in one. 

An angel looked at God and said "What'd you do that 
for?" God smiled and said "Who's he going to tell?" 

 

Dave died and was waiting in the queue to get into heaven. 

As he draws ever closer to St Peter he can hear him asking people the same question. 

"Denomination?" he asks a little old lady as she reaches the front of the queue. 

"Methodist", she replies. 

St Peter checks his notes and directs her to the 8th door on the left. 

"Please be quiet as you pass the 1st door on the right”, he 
says as he sends her on her way. 

The same happens again. "Denomination?" he asks a 
man as he reaches the front of the queue. 

"Baptist", he replies. 

St Peter checks his notes and directs the man to the 10th 
door on the right. 

"Please be quiet as you pass the 1st door on the right", he 
says as he sends him on his way. 

Finally, it's Dave's turn to enter Heaven. 

"Denomination?" St Peter asks Dave. 

"Lutheran", replies Dave. 

St Peter checks his notes and directs Dave to the 14th door on the left. 

"Please be quiet as you pass the 1st door on the right", he says as he sends Dave on his way. 

Dave can't help himself and asks why he has to be quiet as he passes the 1st door on the right. 

"Oh, that's the Evangelicals," St Peter responds. "They think they're the only ones here." 
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How many Lutherans does it take to change a 
lightbulb?               Change? 



 

 

THE LADIES CIRCLE 

JANUARY NEWS 

JANUARY monthly meeting 

When: Saturday, January 14th 
Time: 9:30 am 

Place: Education Building 
Devotion series: God is in the Laundry Room 

**Monthly meetings are held on the 2nd Saturday of each 
month from September thru May. Committee call leaders will 
contact the ladies of the congregation prior to each monthly 
meeting.** 

All ladies of the congregation are invited to attend and join in 
the fellowship, devotion topics, planning future activities, and 
the WELS Missions we support as a Ladies Circle group. By 
getting involved your time, talent and treasures will help 
continue God’s work. 

November craft sale proceeds 
-Craft sale proceeds were designated to the WELS Relief Fund 
for the Lutheran churches damaged in the fall 2022 hurricanes 
in Florida. Thank you to everyone who donated items for the 
sale, and thank you to everyone who supported this event. 

Christmas “bags of joy” 
Thank you to everyone who donated food and gifts items for 2 
families selected by the Department of Children Services to 
receive our Christmas “Bags of Joy”. What a “joy” it is to give 
to those less fortunate. 

Publicist needed (volunteer position) 
Contact Trish Olson, President, if you are interested in 
preparing the Ladies Circle material for the weekly Sunday 
bulletins and the monthly newsletter. 

2nd edition Church cookbooks 
Cookbooks are available to purchase at $10 each; see Leena 
Meza, Committee Chair. 

Altar FLOWERS 
–If you would like to provide fresh flowers on the altar for a 
Sunday service, a sign-up sheet is in the Narthex. 

KITCHEN 
-Donations of regular ground coffee are needed. Thank you! 

-The Sunday meal schedule is available in the Fellowship Hall.  

-If you would like to be a Sunday meal host or help out in the 
kitchen (set-up or clean-up), contact Christine Hanson, 
Committee Chair or Trish Olson, Ladies, Circle President. 

  

JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
5th  Rhonda Luxton 

7th  Wilma Nomann 

18th  Evelyn Brotsch 

20th Mark McCoy 

21st  Tim Brotsch 

26th Shari Bishop 

26th  Martha Raymor 

29th David Cox 

 
 

  

 

 

JANUARY FELLOWSHIP MEALS 

DAY MAIN DISH 

1st  Chili 

8th 
New members dinner 

Meat provided (bring side dish) 

15th Pot Luck 

22nd  Breakfast 

29th  Soup/Stews 
 

  

  

  

 JANUARY USHERS 

 Bill Neal 
Gage Wolfe 

Luke Mangelsdorf 
Jay Schmidt 

 

 



 

 

 

January 2023 
SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 2 3   4 5 6 7 
9:00 am Bible Class & Sunday School 
10:00 am Communion Worship Service 
11:15 am Fellowship Meal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 pm Bible Class 

8:00 am Workday 
 
11:00 am Bible Class 
 
 
4:00 pm Choir 
 

  
 
 
1:30 pm Bible Class 
 
 
 

 

  

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 
9:00 am Bible Class & Sunday School 
10:00 am Worship Service 
11:15 am New Members Meal 
12:15 pm Elders’ Meeting 
 
 
 

 

 

 

6:00 pm Council Mtg 

7:00 pm Bible Class 

8:00 am Workday 
 
11:00 am Bible Class 
 
 
4:00 pm Choir 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
1:30 pm Bible Class 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

 

 

9:30 am Men’s Bible Breakfast 
9:30 am Ladies Circle Meeting 
 

 
 
 
 
 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
9:00 am Bible Class & Sunday School 
10:00 am Communion Worship Service 
11:15 am Fellowship Meal 
 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 pm Bible Class  

8:00 am Workday 
 
11:00 am Bible Class 
 
 
4:00 pm Chori 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 
1:30 pm Bible Class 
 
 
 

 

  

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
9:00 am Bible Class & Sunday School 
10:00 am Worship Service 
11:15 am Fellowship Meal 
 

 

 

 

 

7:00 pm Bible Class  

8:00 am Workday 
 
11:00 am Bible Class 
 
 
4:00 pm Choir 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
1:30 pm Bible Class 
 
 
 

 

  

29 30 31     
9:00 am Bible Class & Sunday School 
10:00 am Communion Worship Service 
11:15 am Fellowship Meal 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7:00 pm Bible Class  

8:00 am Workday 
 
11:00 am Bible Class 
 
 
4:00 pm Choir 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
1:30 pm Bible Class 

  
 
 

       
 

 


