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BYLAWS
of
THE HAVEN YACHT CLUB, INCORPORATED
As Amended October 26, 2013



ARTICLE I.

   GENERAL PROVISIONS


SECTION 1. NAME 

The name of the organization is The Haven Yacht Club, Incorporated (“THYC” or 
“Club”). 

SECTION 2. FORM OF ORGANIZATION 

The Club is organized as a not-for-profit organization under the Laws of the State of 
Maryland, and is registered as a 501(c) (7) social organization with the Internal Revenue 
Service. 

SECTION 3. PURPOSE 

The purpose of THYC is to develop and promote boating education and social activities 
for the enjoyment of the member families, guests, and the greater boating community of 
the Chesapeake Bay. 

SECTION 4. OFFICE 

The Office of the Club will be at The Haven Harbour Marina, 20880 Rock Hall Avenue, 
Rock Hall, MD 21661. 



ARTICLE II.

 MEMBERS

 
SECTION 1. MEMBERSHIP 

Membership in the Club shall consist of individuals (including families) who are in good 
standing of the Club through the completion of an application for membership and 
payment of initial and annual dues. Membership shall be non-discriminatory in any way 
such as, but not limited to, race, color, creed, sex, or nationality. Membership is not 
contingent upon the ownership of a boat or upon having a boat berthed at Haven Harbour 
Marina.  



SECTION 2. CLASSES OF MEMBERS
 
There shall be two classes of members, members in good standing as defined in Section 1 
of this Article and “Honorary Members”. Honorary Members are named as such by the 
Board of Governors of the Club, and enjoy the same rights of membership as members in 
good standing. 

SECTION 3: DUES 

The dues for the Club shall be set annually by the Board, and shall be announced to the 
Members. Payment in full of the annual dues is required to maintain membership in the 
Club and to participate in Club-sponsored activities. 


ARTICLE III.

   MEMBERS – MEETINGS


SECTION 1. ANNUAL MEETING
 
The Annual Meeting of the Club for the election of the Board of Governors and Officers, 
and for the transaction of other business, shall be held in October of each year at a time 
and place to be designated by the Board of Governors within Kent County of the State of 
Maryland. Any member may attend the Annual Meeting at no charge to the member, at 
his or her own expense. 

SECTION 2. SPECIAL MEETINGS
 
Special Meetings of the members may be called by the Board of Governors at any time, 
or shall be called by the Commodore upon written request of 10% of the members 
entitled to vote at such meeting, within fifteen (15) days after the filing of such request 
with the Secretary. Special Meetings of the members shall be held not less than thirty 
(30) days nor more than ninety (90) days from the date they are called, and shall be held 
at such place as may be fixed by the Board of Governors. The business to be transacted 
at each Special Meeting shall be stated in the notice thereof, and no other business may 
be considered at such Special Meeting. Unless otherwise stated in the Notice of Meeting, 
the meeting shall be held at the Office of the Club. 

SECTION 3. NOTICES AND RECORD DATE 

No more than 50 nor less than 20 days preceding any Annual or Special Meeting of the 
members, the Secretary shall mail to all members at their addresses, as they appear in the Bylaws of The Haven Yacht Club, Inc. records of the Club, a written notice of the meeting. Notices may be administered  through regular or electronic mailing. The date of mailing shall be the record date for the determination of those members entitled to vote at that meeting. 

SECTION 4. VOTING
 
At all Annual and Special Meetings of the members, each member shall be entitled to one 
vote in person. Unless otherwise specifically provided for in these Bylaws, a majority 
vote of the members present and voting in person when a quorum is present, shall govern. 

SECTION 5. QUORUM
 
At any Annual or Special Meeting of the members, a quorum shall consist of twelve 
members. If less than a quorum is present at any such meeting, the presiding officer may 
adjourn the meeting until a quorum is present. 

SECTION 6. RULES FOR MEETINGS
 
The then current edition of ROBERT’S RULES OF ORDER (Newly Revised), so far as 
applicable and when consistent with these Bylaws, shall govern all Annual and Special 
Meetings of the members. 

SECTION 7. MINUTES OF ANNUAL AND SPECIAL MEETINGS
 
The Secretary shall keep minutes of all Annual and Special Meetings of the members 
with the records of the Club, and such records shall be made available to members. 
Copies thereof shall promptly, upon approval of the Board of Governors, be furnished to 
any member upon written request. 


ARTICLE IV. 

  BOARD OF GOVERNORS


SECTION 1. GOVERNANCE
 
The affairs of the Club, including but not limited to its overall policy, general control of 
activities, funds, membership, property and programs, shall be vested in a Board of 
Governors of the Club. 

SECTION 2. COMPOSITION AND QUALIFICATION
 
The Board of Governors shall consist of six (6) to eight (8) independently elected Bylaws of The Haven Yacht Club, Inc. Governors and the Elected Officers of the Club as defined in Article VI of these Bylaws. Governors must be members in good standing of the Club. The Past Commodore shall be a member of the Board of Governors. 

SECTION 3. ELECTION, DURATION OF TERM, AND NUMBER OF CONSECUTIVE 
TERMS 
Governors shall be elected at the Annual Meeting of members by a vote of the membership in person for a term of three (3) years, or until their successors have been elected and have assumed office. Each year one-third of the Governors of the Board of Governors shall be nominated for election. Each governor shall serve for two consecutive terms. 

SECTION 4. QUORUM
 
Fifty-one percent (51%) of the entire Board of Governors shall constitute a quorum at any 
meeting of the Board of Governors. Participation in meetings by members of the Board 
of Governors through the means of a conference telephone or similar communications 
equipment, allowing all persons participating in the meeting to hear each other at the same
time, shall constitute presence in person at the meeting. 
SECTION 5. VOTING
Members of the Board of Governors must personally exercise their own votes. Voting 
rights of a Governor shall not be delegated to another or exercised by proxy. The Board 
of Governors may act only in a duly called and constituted meeting. Action may also be taken
by the Board of Governors without a meeting by unanimous written consent. All actions of the Board of Governors shall be by majority vote of the Governors present when a quorum is present, except as otherwise required by law or as provided in these Bylaws. 

SECTION 6. VACANCIES
 
Any Board vacancy may be filled by a majority vote of the remaining Governors. A 
Governor elected to fill a vacancy shall hold the position until the next Annual Meeting 
of the members and until his or her successor is elected or appointed and qualified. 

SECTION 7. MEETINGS OF THE BOARD OF GOVERNORS
 
The Board of Governors shall meet monthly during the boating season (May through 
October) at the direction of the Commodore. Notice of the meetings shall be posted on 
The Haven Yacht Club’s website no later than 10 days prior to the meeting. There shall Bylaws of The Haven Yacht Club, Inc. be at least one meeting during January or February called at the direction of the Commodore. 

SECTION 8. RULES FOR MEETINGS
 
The then current edition of ROBERT’S RULES OF ORDER (Newly Revised), so far as 
applicable and when consistent with these Bylaws, shall govern all Meetings of the Board 
of Governors. 

SECTION 9. REMOVAL OF A GOVERNOR
 
A Governor may be removed by the Board of Governors when the best interests of the 
Club would be served. The Governor in question shall not have the right to vote on the 
question of his or her removal. Removal shall require a two-thirds (2/3) vote of the entire 
Board of Governors. 

ARTICLE V. 

  COMMITTEES OF THE BOARD


SECTION 1. COMMITTEES
 
The Board of Governors may create such committees as may be deemed desirable. The 
members of such committees shall be appointed by the Commodore, with the approval of 
a majority of the members of the Board of Governors in attendance. Committees shall 
have only the powers specifically delegated to them by the Board of Governors through 
written committee charters and, in no case, shall have powers which are not authorized 
for standing committees under these bylaws. No such committee shall have authority 
with respect to: 

(a) Amending, altering or repealing these Bylaws; 

(b) Electing, appointing or removing any member of a Board-appointed committee or 
any director, officer or member of the Club; 

(c) Adopting a plan of merger or adopting a plan of consolidation with another Club 
or association. 

(d) Authorizing the sale, lease, exchange or mortgage of any of the property and assets 
of the Club; 

(e) The appointment of committees of the Club or of the Board of Governors; or 

(f) Amending, altering or repealing any resolution of the Board of Governors which 
by its terms provides that it shall not be amended, altered or repealed by the 
committee. 

SECTION 2. REPORTS
 
Each Committee shall report to the Board of Governors at such times as the Board of 
Governors may direct. 

SECTION 3. TENURE
 
Each Committee of the Board of Governors shall serve at the pleasure of the Board of 
Governors. The designations and appointment of any such Committee of the Board of 
Governors and the delegation thereto of authority shall not operate to relieve the Board
of Governors, or any individual governor, of any responsibility imposed upon it or such 
person by law. 


ARTICLE VI.

   ELECTED OFFICERS

 
SECTION 1. ELECTED OFFICERS
 
The elected officers of the Club shall be a Commodore, a Vice Commodore, a Rear 
Commodore, a Secretary and a Treasurer. Officers shall be elected by the members at the 
Annual Meeting and serve until their successors have been duly elected and have 
assumed office. All officers must be members in good standing in the Club. 



SECTION 2. TERM OF OFFICE AND NUMBER OF CONSECUTIVE TERMS SERVED
 
Officers shall serve for a period of one year or until their successors are installed or until they are removed or resign. The Commodore, Vice Commodore and Rear Commodore may serve a maximum of three (3) consecutive terms in that Office.  The Secretary and Treasurer are not restricted to the number of terms served.  


SECTION 3. VACANCIES 

A vacancy in any elected office may be filled by the Board of Governors for the unexpired portion of the term.  

ARTICLE VII. 

  DUTIES OF OFFICERS


SECTION 1. COMMODORE
 
The Board of Governors shall have a Commodore. The Commodore shall preside at all 
meetings of the members and of the Board of Governors. The Commodore’s duties shall 
be such as such title by general usage would indicate, as may be specified by the Board of 
Governors, or as described in these Bylaws. The Commodore shall appoint a Fleet 
Captain and such other positions as may be necessary for the good functioning of the 
Club. 

SECTION 2. VICE COMMODORE
 
The Vice Commodore shall execute such duties and responsibilities as the Commodore or 
the Board of Governors may assign. 

SECTION 3. REAR COMMODORE

The Rear Commodore shall execute such duties and responsibilities as the Commodore or 
the Board of Governors may assign. 

SECTION 4. TREASURER
 
The Treasurer shall have charge and custody of and be responsible for all funds kept by 
the Club, shall receive and give receipts for monies due and payable to the Club from all 
sources whatsoever, shall deposit all such moneys in the name of the Club in such banks, 
trust companies, or other institutions as shall be approved by the Board of Governors, and 
in general shall perform all the duties incident to the office of Treasurer and such other 
duties as from time to time may be assigned to him by the Commodore or by the Board of 
Governors. The Treasurer will give an accounting of the Club’s finances to the membership at least annually and upon demand; and in general perform all duties incident to the office of 
Treasurer and such other duties as from time to time may be assigned by the Commodore 
or by the Board of Governors. 

SECTION 5. SECRETARY
 
The Secretary shall keep the minutes of the meetings of the members and of the Board of 
Governors in one or more books provided for that purpose, shall see that all notices are 
duly given in accordance with the provisions of these Bylaws or as required by law, shall Bylaws of The Haven Yacht Club, Inc. be the custodian of the records of the Club, keep a register of post-office and electronic addresses of each member which shall be furnished to the Secretary by such member; and in general perform all duties incident to the office of Secretary and such other duties as from time to time may be assigned to him or her by the Commodore or by the Board of  Governors. 




ARTICLE VIII.

FINANCES


SECTION 1. FISCAL YEAR
 
The fiscal year shall be established by the Board of Governors. 

SECTION 2. ANNUAL REPORT
 
The Board of Governors, at the Club’s Annual Meeting of the members, shall present the 
membership with a review of the year’s activities, a report on changes in the membership, 
and a financial report for the fiscal year. 

SECTION 3. CONTRACTS
 
Only the Board of Governors may authorize an officer or officers, agent or agents of the 
Club, to enter into any contract or execute and deliver any instrument in the name of and 
on behalf of the Club. No obligations may be incurred on behalf of the Club by officers, members, committees, or other individuals or groups except as authorized by the Board of Governors. 

SECTION 4. CHECKS, DRAFTS, ETC.
 
All checks, drafts, or orders for the payment of money kept by the Club shall be signed 
by such officer or officers, agent or agents of the Club and in such manner as shall from 
time to time be determined by the Board of Governors. 

SECTION 5. DEPOSITS
 
All funds kept by the Club shall be deposited in a timely manner to the credit of the Club 
in accounts at such banks, trust companies, or other institutions as the Board of 
Governors may prescribe.  


ARTICLE IX.

   BOOKS AND RECORDS


SECTION 1. BOOKS AND RECORDS
 
The Club shall keep (a) correct and complete books and records of account; (b) minutes 
of the proceedings of its members, the Board of Governors and any committees having 
any of the authority of the Board of Governors; and (c) a record of the names, addresses 
and class of membership of each member. Copies of all such books, records, and minutes 
may be inspected by any member, or his or her agent or attorney, for any proper purpose 
at any reasonable time. 





ARTICLE X.

CONFLICT OF INTEREST, GOOD FAITH RESPONSIBILITY


SECTION 1. CONFLICT OF INTEREST

All Officers, Governors and agents of the Club shall adhere to such policies on conflicts
of interest as may be adopted from time to time by the Board of Governors.

SECTION 2. GOOD FAITH RESPONSIBILITY

Every Officer and Governor of the Club shall exercise and discharge the powers and
duties of his or her office in good faith with that degree of diligence, care and skill that a
prudent person in any like position would ordinarily apply in similar circumstances. In
so acting, every such Officer and Governor may rely on information, opinions, reports or
statements, including financial statements and other financial data, prepared or presented
by (a) one or more Officers or Governors of the Club whom the Officer or Governor
reasonably believes to be reliable and competent in the matters presented, (b) counsel,
public accountants or other persons as to matters the Officer or Governor reasonably
believes to be within such person's professional or expert competence, or (c) a committee
duly designated in accordance these Bylaws, as to matters within its designated authority,
which committee the Officer or Governor reasonably believes to merit confidence.
However, he or she shall not be considered to be acting in good faith if he or she has
knowledge concerning the matter in question that causes such reliance to be unwarranted.



ARTICLE XI. 

  PERSONAL LIABILITY, LIABILITY INSURANCE


SECTION 1. PERSONAL LIABILITY

The Officers and Governors of the Club shall not be personally liable for any debt or
obligation of the Club. Persons or entities extending credit to, contracting with, or having
any claim against the Club may look only to the funds and property of the Club for the
payment of any such contract or claim, or for the payment of any debt, damages,
judgment or decree, or for any money that may otherwise become due or payable to them
from the Club.

SECTION 2. LIABILITY INSURANCE

The Club shall have power to purchase and maintain insurance on behalf of any person
who is or was an Officer or Governor or who is or was serving at the request of the Club
as an Officer or Governor against any liability incurred by him or her in any such
capacity, or arising out of his or her status as such, whether or not the Club would have
the power to indemnify him or her against such liability.



ARTICLE XII. 

 INDEMNIFICATION

The Club shall indemnify and hold harmless each person who heretofore has served, is currently serving or hereafter serves: (a) as an Officer, Governor or agent of the Club; or (b) at the request of the Club, as an Officer or Governor of another organization from and against any and all claims and liabilities to which such person may be or become subject to by reason of such service (including, without limitation, by reason of such person's alleged acts or omissions in the course of such service), and shall indemnify and reimburse each such person against and for any and all legal and other expenses reasonably incurred by such person in connection with any such claims and liabilities, actual or threatened, whether or not at or prior to the time when so indemnified, held harmless and reimbursed, such person has ceased to serve in such capacity, except with respect to any matter as to which such person shall have been adjudicated in any proceeding not to have acted in good faith in the reasonable belief that his or her action was in the best interest of the Club.

Provided, however, that prior to such final adjudication, the Club may compromise and settle any such claims and liabilities and pay such expenses, if such settlement or payment or both appears, in the judgment of a majority of those members of the Board of Governors who are not involved in such matters, to be in the best interest of the Club as evidenced by a resolution to that effect adopted after receipt by the Club of a written opinion of counsel for the Club, that, based on the facts available to such counsel, such person has not been guilty of acting in a manner that would prohibit indemnification.

Such indemnification may include payment by the Club of expenses incurred in defending a civil
or criminal action or proceeding in advance of the final disposition of such action or proceeding,
upon receipt of an agreement by the person indemnified to repay such payment if he or she shall be adjudicated to be not entitled to indemnification under this Article XII of the Bylaws, which agreement may be accepted without reference to the financial ability of such person to make repayment.

The right of indemnification herein provided shall be in addition to and not exclusive of any
other rights to which any such person may otherwise be lawfully entitled. As used in this Article
XII of the Bylaws, all references to persons who are to be indemnified shall include their
respective heirs, executors and administrators.


ARTICLE XIII

AMENDMENTS

The Bylaws may be altered, amended or repealed and new Bylaws may be adopted by the
affirmative vote of either (i) three-quarters of all of the members of the Board of Governors, so
long as written notice of any such alterations or amendments is distributed to the members as
soon as possible thereafter, or (ii) two-thirds of the members entitled to vote.






ARTICLE XIV.

DISSOLUTION OF THE HAVEN YACHT CLUB, INC.


SECTION 1. DISSOLUTION
 
The Club shall be dissolved upon adoption of a resolution by a vote of 3/4 of all members 
of the Board of Governors. 

SECTION 2. RESPONSIBILITY FOR CARRYING OUT DISSOLUTION
 
In the event of dissolution of the Club, the Board of Governors of the Club may appoint a 
committee or agent to be responsible for its liquidation.  

SECTION 3. DISSOLUTION OF THE CLUB
 
In case of dissolution of the Club, the Board of Governors shall authorize the payment of 
all indebtedness of the Club, and arrange for the distribution of the remaining net assets 
to an eligible not-for-profit organization in such fashion in accordance with the applicable 
provisions of the Maryland State law and in compliance with tax-exempt organization 
requirements under the U.S. Internal Revenue Code. 
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