
MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE 

10:15 AM 

Prelude and Silent Prayer 
(Upon entering the sanctuary, please remain silent as 

the congregation prepares for worship.) 

 

O God, our Heavenly Father, who sent your 

messengers to tell of the birth of your Son, that 

men might believe on him; grant that, hearing 

you, we may repent of our sins, and seek our 

heavenly inheritance, so that we, who profess 

Christ, may not for our works be condemned 

before the glory of your majesty; grant this, we 

humbly beseech you, for the sake of your Son, 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 

God Calls Us to Worship 
 

†Call to Worship Psalm 65:1, 5-8 

Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion, and to 

you shall vows be performed. By awesome 

deeds you answer us with righteousness, O 

God of our salvation, the hope of all the ends 

of the earth and of the farthest seas; the one 

who by his strength established the mountains, 

being girded with might; who stills the roaring 

of the seas, the roaring of their waves, the 

tumult of the peoples, so that those who dwell 

at the ends of the earth are in awe at your signs. 

You make the going out of the morning and the 

evening to shout for joy. 

†Opening Prayer 

†Responsive Reading Rev. 1:4-5; 22:16-17, 20 

Grace to you and peace from him who is and 

who was and who is to come, and from the 

seven spirits who are before his throne, and 

from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the 

firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on 

earth. 

Amen! 

I, Jesus, have sent my angel to testify to you 

about these things for the churches.  

I am the root and the descendant of David, 

the bright morning star. 

The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.”  

And let the one who hears say, “Come.” 

And let the one who is thirsty come;  

Let the one who desires take the water of 

life without price. 

He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I 

am coming soon.” 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 

 

†“Holy, Holy, Holy!” #230 
 

God Assures Us of Forgiveness 
 

Call to Confession Matthew 22:35-40 

 

Confession of Sin Psalm 51:1-10 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to 

your steadfast love; according to your 

abundant mercy blot out my 

transgressions. Wash me thoroughly from 

my iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin! 

For I know my transgressions, and my sin 

is ever before me. Against you, you only, 

have I sinned and done what is evil in your 

sight, so that you may be justified in your 

words and blameless in your judgment. 

Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 

and in sin did my mother conceive me. 

Behold, you delight in truth in the inward 

being, and you teach me wisdom in the 

secret heart. Purge me with hyssop, and I 

shall be clean; wash me, and I shall be 

whiter than snow. Let me hear joy and 

gladness; let the bones that you have 

broken rejoice. Hide your face from my 

sins, and blot out all my iniquities. Create 

in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a 

right spirit within me; in the name of Jesus 

Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

 

 

 



Assurance of Pardon  Psalm 30:4-5 

Sing praises to the Lord, O you his saints, and 

give thanks to his holy name. For his anger is 

but for a moment, and his favor is for a 

lifetime. Weeping may tarry for the night, but 

joy comes with the morning. 

 

†Psalm 45B 

 

Profession of Faith 

 

Pastoral Prayer 

 

The Advent Psalm 

†Psalm 98A 

 

God Speaks to Us Through His Word 

 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 65:17-25  

This is the Word of the Lord. (p. 624) 

Thanks be to God! 

 

New Testament Reading Revelation 21 

This is the Word of the Lord. (p. 1041) 

Thanks be to God! 

 

Prayer for Illumination 

Sermon 

REVELATION 21 

FAR AS THE CURSE IS FOUND 

THE HOPE OF IMMANUEL #3 
i. The Presence of God 

ii. The Perfecting of the Church 

iii. The Promise of a New World 

 

The Advent Hymn 

†“Joy to the World!” #299 

 

God Communes with Us  

in the Lord’s Supper 

 

Preparation and Prayer of Consecration 

By the promise of God this bread and wine are 

for us the body and blood of Christ. Lift up 

your hearts! 

We lift them up to the Lord! 

 

Distribution of the Bread and Wine 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

 

Offering 1st: General Fund 

 2nd: Building Fund 

 

God Blesses Us and 

Sends Us to Be a Blessing 

 

†Benediction Numbers 6:24-26 

The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord 

make his face to shine upon you and be  

gracious to you; the Lord lift up his 

countenance upon you and give you peace. 

Amen! 

 

†Doxology (unannounced, #568) 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heavenly host;  

Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 

Postlude 

 

† = please stand, if able 

bold = congregational response 

 

 

 

 

 

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper 

 

We invite you to participate in the Lord’s Supper 

with us if you are a professing member in good 

standing of a Christian church. This means that:  

 

1. you have been baptized;  

2. you have made a public profession of 

faith in Jesus Christ;  

3. and you desire to live a godly life in 

fellowship with his church.  

 

Do you know your place in Christ? Are you 

known as faithful to Christ by his church? Then 

you too are welcome at his table. 



EVENING CATECHISM SERVICE 

6:00 PM 

Prelude and Silent Prayer 
(Upon entering the sanctuary, please remain silent as 

the congregation prepares for worship.) 

 

Faithful God, our heavenly Father, your 

promises stand unshaken through all generations; 

renew us in hope, that we may be awake and 

alert, watching for the glorious coming of Jesus 

Christ, our Judge and Savior, who lives and 

reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 

one God, forever and ever. Amen! 

 

†Call to Worship Psalm 122:1-2 

I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to 

the house of the Lord!” Our feet have been 

standing within your gates, O Jerusalem! 

†Opening Prayer 

†Responsive Reading Psa. 124:8; Eph. 1:2 

Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

Who made heaven and earth. 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father 

and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Amen! 
 

†Psalm 122A 

 

†Confession of Faith The Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 

Maker of heaven and earth, and of all 

things visible and invisible.  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-

begotten Son of God, begotten of the 

Father before all worlds; God of God, 

Light of Light, very God of very God; 

begotten, not made, being of one 

substance with the Father, by whom all 

things were made.  
Who, for us men and for our salvation, 

came down from heaven and was 

incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 

                                                           
1 “Catholic” means universal; that is, there is one church across all times, places, and peoples (Belgic Confession, art. 

27; Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 54). 

Mary, and was made man; and was 

crucified also for us under Pontius 

Pilate; he suffered and was buried; and 

the third day he rose again, according to 

the Scriptures; and ascended into 

heaven, and sits on the right hand of the 

Father; and he shall come again, with 

glory, to judge the living and the dead; 

whose kingdom shall have no end.  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord 

and Giver of life; who proceeds from the 

Father and the Son; who with the Father 

and the Son together is worshipped and 

glorified; who spoke by the prophets.  
And I believe one holy catholic1 and 

apostolic Church. I acknowledge one 

baptism for the remission of sins; and I 

look for the resurrection of the dead, and 

the life of the world to come. Amen.  
†Gloria Patri #571 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and 

to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 

beginning, is now and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 

The Life of Gratitude Romans 13:8-14  

Owe no one anything, except to love each 

other,  

For the one who loves another has fulfilled 

the law. 

For the commandments, “You shall not 

commit adultery, You shall not murder, You 

shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any 

other commandment, are summed up in this 

word: 
“You shall love your neighbor as 

yourself.” 

Love does no wrong to a neighbor; 

Therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 

Besides this you know the time, that the hour 

has come for you to wake from sleep. For 

salvation is nearer to us now than when we 



first believed. The night is gone, the day is at 

hand. 

So then let us cast off the works of 

darkness and put on the armor of light. 

Let us walk properly, as in the daytime, 

And put on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

  

Pastoral Prayer Psalm 55 

Our Father who is in heaven, hallowed be 

your name. Your kingdom come. Your will 

be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 

this day our daily bread, and forgive us 

our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 

lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 

from evil. For yours is the kingdom and 

the power and the glory, forever. Amen! 
 

Advent Hymn 

†“Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers” #388 

 

Scripture Reading Exodus 3 

This is the Word of the Lord. (p. 46) 

Thanks be to God! 
 

Prayer for Illumination 

Sermon 

 

THIS IS MY NAME FOREVER 

LORD’S DAY 36-37A 

THE HEIDELBERG CATECHISM 

 

99 Q. What is God’s will for us in the third 

commandment?  

A. That we neither blaspheme nor misuse 

the name of God by cursing, perjury, or 

unnecessary oaths, nor share in such 

horrible sins by being silent bystanders. In 

summary, we must use the holy name of 

God only with reverence and awe, so that 

we may properly confess him, call upon 

him, and praise him in everything we do 

and say.  

100 Q. Is blasphemy of God’s name by 

swearing and cursing really such serious sin 

that God is angry also with those who do not 

do all they can to help prevent and forbid it?  

A. Yes, indeed. No sin is greater or 

provokes God’s wrath more than 

blaspheming his name. That is why he 

commanded it to be punished with death. 

101 Q. But may we swear an oath in God’s 

name if we do it reverently?  

A. Yes, when the government demands it, 

or when necessity requires it, in order to 

maintain and promote truth and 

trustworthiness for God’s glory and our 

neighbor’s good. Such oath-taking is 

grounded in God’s Word and was rightly 

used by the saints in the Old and New 

Testaments.  

102 Q. May we also swear by saints or other 

created things?  

A. No. A legitimate oath is calling upon 

God as the one who knows my heart to 

witness to the truth and to punish me if I 

swear falsely. No created thing is worthy 

of such honor.  

 

†Psalm 8C 
 

Offering General Fund 
 

†Benediction 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 

Now may the God of peace himself sanctify 

you completely, and may your whole spirit and 

soul and body be kept blameless at the coming 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is 

faithful; he will surely do it.  

Amen! 

 

†“Hark! the Herald Angels Sing” #311 

 

Postlude 

 

† = please stand, if able 

bold = congregational response 

 


