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MORNING WORSHIP SERVICE 
10:15 AM 

Prelude and Silent Prayer 
(Upon entering the sanctuary, please remain silent as 
the congregation prepares for worship) 
 
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the 
way of your only-begotten Son, so that by his 
coming we may be enabled to serve and obey 
you with pure hearts and minds. Lighten the 
darkness of our hearts even now, by coming to 
us with your Holy Spirit, so that we may readily 
receive your good and gracious gifts today 
through your appointed means of grace; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen! 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 

God Calls Us to Worship 
 
†Call to Worship Isaiah 41:17-20 

When the poor and needy seek water, and there 
is none, and their tongue is parched with thirst, 
I the LORD will answer them; I the God of 
Israel will not forsake them. I will open rivers 
on the bare heights, and fountains in the midst 
of the valleys. I will make the wilderness a 
pool of water, and the dry land springs of 
water. I will put in the wilderness the cedar, the 
acacia, the myrtle, and the olive. I will set in 
the desert the cypress, the plane and the pine 
together, that they may see and know, may 
consider and understand together, that the hand 
of the LORD has done this, the Holy One of 
Israel has created it. 

†Opening Prayer 
†Responsive Reading Rev. 1:4-5; Psa. 80 

Grace to you and peace from him who is and 
who was and who is to come, and from the 
seven spirits who are before his throne, and 
from Jesus Christ the faithful witness, the 
firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of kings on 
earth. 

Amen! 

Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead 
Joseph like a flock! 

You who are enthroned upon the 
cherubim, shine forth.   

Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh, 
Stir up your might and come to save us! 

Then we shall not turn back from you;  
give us life, and we will call upon your 
name!  

Restore us, O LORD God of hosts!  
Let your face shine, that we may be saved! 

 
†“Crown Him with Many Crowns” #380* 
 

God Assures Us of Forgiveness 
 
Call to Confession Joel 2:10-13 
Prayer of Confession 

O God and Father, whose chosen dwelling 
is the heart that longs for your presence 
and humbly seeks your love: we come to 
you to acknowledge and confess that we 
have sinned in thought and word and 
deed; we have not loved you with all our 
heart and soul, with all our mind and 
strength; we have not loved our neighbor 
as ourselves. Deepen within us our sorrow 
for the wrong we have done, and for the 
good we have left undone. But you, O 
Lord, are compassionate and gracious, 
slow to anger and full of mercy; there is 
forgiveness with you. Restore to us the joy 
of your salvation; bind up that which is 
broken, give light to our minds, strength to 
our wills, and rest to our souls. Speak to 
each of us the word that we need, and let 
your word abide with us until it has 
worked in us your holy will; in the name of 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 1 Peter 2:6-10 
For it stands in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying 
in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and 
precious, and whoever believes in him will not 
be put to shame.” So the honor is for you who 
believe, but for those who do not believe, “The 
stone that the builders rejected has become the 



cornerstone,” and “A stone of stumbling, and a 
rock of offense.” They stumble because they 
disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a 
holy nation, a people for his own possession, 
that you may proclaim the excellencies of him 
who called you out of darkness into his 
marvelous light. Once you were not a people, 
but now you are God’s people; once you had 
not received mercy, but now you have received 
mercy. 

 
†Psalm 16A 
Pastoral Prayer 
 
The Advent Psalm 
†Psalm 80B 
 

God Speaks to Us Through His Word 
 
Old Testament Reading Psalm 80 

This is the Word of the Lord. (p. 491) 
Thanks be to God! 

 
New Testament Reading Revelation 1:1-8 

This is the Word of the Lord. (p. 1028) 
Thanks be to God! 

 
Prayer for Illumination 
Sermon 

REVELATION 1:1-8 
THE TIME IS NEAR 

LIFE BETWEEN THE ADVENTS #1 
 
The Advent Hymn 
†“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” #293 
 

God Communes with Us 
in the Lord’s Supper 

 
Preparation and Prayer of Consecration 

By the promise of God this bread and wine are 
for us the body and blood of Christ. Lift up 
your hearts! 

We lift them up to the Lord! 
 

Distribution of the Bread and Wine 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Heavenly Father, we who trust in Jesus 
and have received these pledges of his love, 
thank you for assuring us of your love and 
forgiveness. Thank you that we, together 
with all your faithful people, are true 
members of his body and of each other in 
him. Thank you for the assurance that we 
shall eat and drink with Christ when he 
comes in the glory of his kingdom. 

Remember, Father, your church bought by the 
blood of your Son, and gather it in holiness 
into the kingdom you have prepared for it.  
Direct each one of us now by your Spirit in all 
our ways. Stir us to live lives to your glory.  
Make us faithful witnesses to Jesus and his 
resurrection, eager for the joy of his coming, 
and made worthy to worship you with all your 
saints forever. 

Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 
 
Offering 1st: General Fund 
 2nd: Missions & Mercy: Church Plant 
 

God Blesses Us and 
Sends Us to Be a Blessing 

 
†Benediction Numbers 6:24-26 

The LORD bless you and keep you; the LORD 
make his face to shine upon you and be 
gracious to you; the LORD lift up his 
countenance upon you and give you peace. 

Amen! 
†Doxology (unannounced, #568)* 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise Him, all creatures here below; 
Praise Him above, ye heavenly host; 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 
Postlude 
† = please stand, if able 
bold = congregational response 
* = the congregation is invited to lift hands 
(during last stanza); cf. Psa. 63:4, 1 Tim. 2:8 



EVENING CATECHISM SERVICE 
5:00 PM 

Prelude and Silent Prayer 
(Upon entering the sanctuary, please remain silent as 
the congregation prepares for worship) 
 
O Lord Jesus Christ, who at the first coming of 
your glory humbled yourself because of our sins; 
grant that at your second coming, since our sins 
are removed by your mercy, we may be 
numbered with your saints in glory everlasting; 
through your merits, O blessed Savior, who, with 
the Father and the Holy Spirit, lives and reigns, 
ever one God, world without end. Amen. 
 
Welcome and Announcements 
 
†Call to Worship Psalm 65:1-4 

Praise is due to you, O God, in Zion, and to 
you shall vows be performed. O you who hear 
prayer, to you shall all flesh come. When 
iniquities prevail against me, you atone for our 
transgressions. Blessed is the one you choose 
and bring near, to dwell in your courts! We 
shall be satisfied with the goodness of your 
house, the holiness of your temple! 

†Opening Prayer 
†Responsive Reading Psa. 124:8; Eph. 1:2 

Our help is in the name of the LORD, 
Who made heaven and earth. 

Grace to you and peace from God our Father 
and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

Amen! 
 

†Psalm 122A 
 
†Confession of Faith The Nicene Creed 

I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
Maker of heaven and earth, and of all 
things visible and invisible.  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-
begotten Son of God, begotten of the 

 
1 “Catholic” means universal; that is, there is one church across all times, places, and peoples (Belgic Confession, art. 
27; Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 54). 

Father before all worlds; God of God, 
Light of Light, very God of very God; 
begotten, not made, being of one 
substance with the Father, by whom all 
things were made.  

Who, for us men and for our salvation, 
came down from heaven and was 
incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin 
Mary, and was made man; and was 
crucified also for us under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered and was buried; and 
the third day he rose again, according to 
the Scriptures; and ascended into 
heaven, and sits on the right hand of the 
Father; and he shall come again, with 
glory, to judge the living and the dead; 
whose kingdom shall have no end.  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord 
and Giver of life; who proceeds from the 
Father and the Son; who with the Father 
and the Son together is worshipped and 
glorified; who spoke by the prophets.  

And I believe one holy catholic1 and 
apostolic church. I acknowledge one 
baptism for the remission of sins; and I 
look for the resurrection of the dead, and 
the life of the world to come. Amen.  

†Gloria Patri #571* 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and 

to the Holy Ghost; As it was in the 
beginning, is now and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, Amen. 

 
God’s Will for Our Lives Romans 13:8-14 

Owe no one anything, except to love each 
other,  

For the one who loves another has fulfilled 
the law. 

For the commandments, “You shall not 
commit adultery, You shall not murder, You 
shall not steal, You shall not covet,” and any 



other commandment, are summed up in this 
word: 
“You shall love your neighbor as 
yourself.” 

Love does no wrong to a neighbor; 
Therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 

Besides this you know the time, that the hour 
has come for you to wake from sleep. For 
salvation is nearer to us now than when we first 
believed. The night is gone, the day is at hand. 

So then let us cast off the works of 
darkness and put on the armor of light. 

Let us walk properly, as in the daytime, 
And put on the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 
Pastoral Prayer  

Our Father who is in heaven, hallowed be 
your name. Your kingdom come. Your will 
be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us 
this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And 
lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For yours is the kingdom and 
the power and the glory, forever. Amen! 

 
Psalm of the Month 
†Psalm 106A; 1-4, 8 
 
Scripture Reading 1 Chronicles 16 

This is the Word of the Lord. (p. 346) 
Thanks be to God! 

 
Prayer for Illumination 
Sermon 

PERPETUAL IDOL FACTORIES 
LORD’S DAY 34C, Q&A 95 

THE HEIDELBERG CATECHISM 
 

95 Q. What is idolatry? 
A. Idolatry is having or inventing 
something in which one trusts in place of 
or alongside of the only true God, who has 
revealed himself in his Word. 

 
†“Cast Down, O God, the Idols” #467 
 
Offering General Fund 
 
†Benediction 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24 

Now may the God of peace himself sanctify 
you completely, and may your whole spirit and 
soul and body be kept blameless at the coming 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is 
faithful; he will surely do it. 

Amen! 
 
†“Song of Zechariah” #294 
 
Postlude 
 
† = please stand, if able 
bold = congregational response 
* = the congregation is invited to lift hands 
(during last stanza); cf. Psa. 63:4, 1 Tim. 2:8 


