Socrates” Apology: A ‘Defense for Cruth & a Failure of Justice 399 BC

The Apology, believed to be an account of Socrates’ address to an Athenian judge & jury (501 people), defends himself from false accusations that he has corrupted the youth, blasphemed the Athenian gods,& taught

new spiritual things. Over and against longstanding prejudices many jurors already had against him, Socrates sought to reason with them in plain language with reason, respect, and love for the truth.
“This is the truth of the matter, men of Athens: wherever a man has taken a position that he believes to be best, or has been placed by his commander, there he must I think remain and face danger, without a thought for death or anything
else, rather than disgrace.” 28d-e. “On the other hand, if I say that it is the greatest good for a man to discuss virtue every day and those other thing about which you hear me conversing and testing myself and others,
for the unexamined life is not worth living for me, you will believe me even even less” 38a. ~ Dr. Paul R. Shockley, 2 September 2012 at www.prshockley.org.
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1. Introduction: 3. 19d-20b: | am not a paid educator. ) myself that | have been cleared of Meletusirges, possible outcome.
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3 3 ignorance of others. Rather, only God is wisenan wisdom is nearly worthless. Thus, realizimag that which may turn out to be good? Exile is noicaofor i
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VIIL. Final Speeches: power wealth VI. Epilogue: 34c-35d:

2.388-367 BC:Meno, Cratylus, Euthydemus, Menexenus, Symposium,
. 34b-35d: It is inexcusable to try to evoke gitym the judges though | have as much reason as any Phaedo, Republic, Phaedrus, Parmenides, and Timeatet

38c-42a & d f d person to beg for mercy, for my life and foy family's sake. In fact, any such mercy-beggingusti be
warre chastised; it shows that truth is subordinatemotionalism. Rather, teaching and persuadiegutiges islh/e

right course of actior
oals.

Significant Quotes by Socrates: (1) “I am very cormous that | am not wise at all,”; (2) In my invesigation in the service of the god | found that thos who had the highest reputation were nearly the nsb deficient, while those who were thought
to be inferior more knowledgeable.” (3) Either | donot corrupt the young or, if | do, it is unwillingly,”; (4) “You are wrong, sir, if you think that a man who is any good at all should take into accourthe risk of life or death; he should look to
this only in his actions, whether what he does idght or wrong, whether he is acting like a good oa bad man.” (5) “To fear death, gentlemen, is no ber than to think oneself wise when one is not, tihink one knows what one does not know.”
(6) “I will not yield to any man contrary to what is right, for fear of death, even if | should die abnce for not yielding.” (7) “It is not the purposeof a jury man's office to give justice as a favoto whoever seems good to him, but to judge
according to law, and this he has sworn to do.” (8)Since | am convinced that | wrong no one, | am nilikely to wrong myself,” (9) “Neither | nor any other man should, on trial or in a way, contrive toavoid death any cost.” (10) “Let us
reflect in this way, too, that there is good hopehat death is a blessing, of it is one of two thingsither the dead are nothing and have no perceptioof anything, or it is, as we are told, a changend a relocation for the soul from here to another
place.” (11) “...you know that what | said earlieris true, that | am very unpopular with many people.This will be my undoing, if I am not, not by Meleus or Anytus but the slanders and envy of many ped@ This has destroyed many other
good men and will, | think, continue to do so. Theg is no danger that it will stop at me.”

3.360-348/7 BC: Philebus, Timaeus, Kritias, The Laws, Letter 7.




