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Reflections from Our Pastor

Grace and peace to you. | pray that

you are enjoying this second
edition of our church Newsletter as
much as | am. Allow me to again
thank Sister Jewel Crum and the
amazing team she has assembled
who is blessing us with the efforts
of their labor. This newsletter is
awesome!

Since our last publication, much
has happened in the life of our
church. We celebrated Northside’s
67" Anniversary with moving
worship services, and with us
reaching our goal for the
anniversary. Praise God! Many
thanks to the general Chairperson,
Brother John Scovens, and the
captains who helped us make our
goal. Thanks, also, to all of those
who prepared our building for the
celebration. Northside really
showed out and showed up.

Prior to our Anniversary, we
thanked God for another

Prayer for Our Sick and Shut-in

celebration of the resurrection of
Jesus Christ. We were blessed to
have seven of Northside's
preachers share with us on Good
Friday the seven last words. It was
a moving and memorable service.
Thank you to each of you who
shared.

We also rejoice in having
celebrated another year of the
ministry of Hand in Hand
Women's Ministry. Our worship
service on the 3rd Sunday of May
was highlighted by the celebration
of the faithfulness of the women
of Northside. Blessings to each of
you who participated.

And, already in the month of June
we have celebrated our moving up
service led by our children and
youth ministry. My prayer is that
each person who received a
certificate and each person whose
name was called will know how
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Heavenly Father, author and finisher of life, it's me, it's me, it's me oh Lord
standing in the need of prayer. Lord you are the Great physician, and | believe in
Your ability to restore health and bring comfort in times of distress. Please
heavenly Father restore strength to my body and joy to my spirit, in the mighty

name of Jesus!
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Godly proud we are of them and
how much we wish for their continued
success.

| am grateful for the members of the
Betty Smith pantry of Northside Baptist
Church. | am glad to share that on
June 21, from 9:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.
we will reopen our pantry. This is
possible because so many of you have
already provided non-perishable foods
for our neighbors and people close to
us who are in need. May you be
blessed because of your generosity
and may our church be known in our
community as a church that cares.
Truly, we are serious about
empowering people to live changed
lives.

This is achievable due to the generous
contributions of non-perishable foods
from many of you for our neighbors
and those nearby who are in need.
Allow me to share a little bit about what
we have been doing in Bible study.
Since February, we have been
examining the Book of Job. Much has
been said about Job, and we have
grappled with a variety of things that
Job faced, including the ways in which
his friends who came to supposedly
comfort him were anything but
comforting.

We still have a few more weeks in this
study and | would like to invite anyone
who has ever wondered about why the
things that have happened have
happened in your life to join us in our
study. We are still conducting Bible
study on Wednesdays at noon via
zoom.

If you would like to join us for Bible
study all you have to do is sign on to
zoom. Our meeting ID is 860 6822
4269. The passcode is 013878.

It's hard to believe that it has already
been 13 years since we were united as
people and Pastor. | am grateful that
Dr. Jonathan Staples will be able to
once again preach for us on the fourth

Sunday of June as we celebrate
what God is doing in our midst.
Please remember that on the 5th
Sunday of the month we will wear
African attire, and our men will join
with our women in singing God's
praises as worship takes us to
another level.

Please, also, stay tuned for some of
the events that we ordinarily do in
the summertime. Specifically, we
look forward to our church cookout
on the 1st Saturday of August,
August second.

As always, | remain grateful to God
for the privilege of serving as your
pastor. Know that | am praying for
you and | ask that you continue to
pray for me, our church, and our
families. %

Dr. Walter L. Parrish Ill, Pastor
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In the Spotlight

An Interview with Our Pastor:
Dr. Walter L. Parrish Il
Reponten, Sisten Jowutey Hilluman

For this quarter's Newsletter, |
decided to interview our Pastor to
get some insights on his journey
into Ministry. During the interview,
| was able to learn more about
Pastor Parrish as a person and to
form a deeper connection with him.
We discussed the following topics:

Journey into Ministry

e How he started

e  Pursuit of philosophy

e Religious philosophy

Religious Motivation

e Practices and worship

o Tips for staying motivated

Self-Work and Discovery
When asked about how he was first
introduced to ministry, he responded
by telling me about his freshman year
at Morehouse. Some people he met
told him they saw the calling on his
life. He shared he was originally
disappointed, as he had a desire to be
an accountant. After a few months, he
realized he could major in accounting
while pursuing his calling in ministry
which he described as God's plan. |
followed up by asking him what kept
him motivated when he first started
exploring his call to ministry? He
explained that listening to people who
had similar stories encouraged him to
pursue a career in ministry. Pastor
Parrish knew that ministry was his
calling, and he went on to say, “Only
a fool chooses to be a minister, but
only a wise person yields to God's
call.” His philosophy around religion
is: Teach and preach; God can do
anything but fail. He also added, “It
has been a lifelong adventure living
what | preach.” | then drifted away
from his personal journey and
focused more on the congregation
and the community. | first asked him
about his goals for the community.
He stated his goals consist of: a
healthy, engaged, and proactive
community who support each other
through their own journeys of faith.
Pastor Parrish also explained that
upholding our community strengths is
one of the most important things. |
then asked him what is the most
important role as a pastor. His
response was supporting individuals
is one of the most important jobs and
helping them feel God's presence
when they are in crisis. Additionally,
he added helping them in general is
one of the “most rewarding realities”
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of being a pastor. After discussing
his most important role as pastor, our
next topic was about the community.
Pastor Parrish stated that community
outreach is critical because many
people believe that church is a self-
serving organization. He believes that
as we help people, we hope to show
them a different reality. “There would
be no church if there were no new
people invited into the life of the
church.” He explained the connection
we have within our church
community, but also with the
community outside of the church. |
asked Pastor Parrish what was his
favorite way to connect with the
community around us. He stated, “he
is very proud of the garden ministry
which is one way we strengthen our
connections outside of the church
community and with our
environment.” He also stated, he
loves that our food pantry genuinely
helps people. He explained there is
always more for us to do. | asked
about his preaching and worship
habits, and  what does worship
means to him. He replied, “preaching
is the way people hear about God and
decide to welcome God into their
lives. Pastor Parrish added that
worship makes preaching either easy
or difficult. He also stated, “l am
grateful for the  energetic and
engaged worship at Northside.
Nothing is harder than preaching to
people who have not already been
stirred up by worship. Nothing is
easier than riding the crest of
authentic worship.” He also explained
how the people should help
contribute to worship, “Worship |
believe is most authentic when the
people who are the focus of the
worship participate in the worship.”
Furthermore, he stated, “Worship is
not all we do of course, it may well be
one of the most critical things we do.”
He added that the value of prayer and
sitting in front of God with no
distractions, while it is hard, it is
absolutely necessary.

| asked Pastor Parrish if he had any
tips for me and he told me:

1. Remember we are in the
world, but we are not defined by the
world

2. God is in charge.

He told me to keep these tips in
mind as | continue to grow.

To conclude the interview, | asked
Pastor Parrish about management,
and staying orderly with his goals.
He shared that he sets a timeline:
weekly, monthly, quarterly, and
yearly. Pastor Parrish also, stated,
“Sunday comes every week, and my
primary responsibility is to have
something to say to the people from
the Lord.” His explained his goal is
to, “sit in front of the Lord long
enough to hear what he wants to
say” and he also explained how it is
a humbling and awesome
responsibility. %
|

BIBLE VERSES ABOUT LAUGHTER

Genesis 21:6 NIV

Sarah said, “God has brought me
laughter, and everyone who hears
about this will laugh with me.” %
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FILL IN THE BLANKS

1. The first ___ books of the New
Testament are called the

2. and were two of
the original Twelve Apostles.

3. In his book, wrote down the
observations and memories of Peter,
one of the original . %

I
MEMBERS IN THE SPOTLIGHT

. Pantiry

The Betty Smith Food Pantry
Celebrates It’s Grand Opening
Saturday - June 21, 2025
Non-Perishable Goods can be donated in the large bin
located in the lobby. The Pantry is open the 3rd
Saturday of each month.

Sister Betty Smith Receiving Certificate
Left to Right: Sister Lynaia Jordan,
Sister Betty Smith, Sister Rashawna Lang &
Pastor Parrish

|
Sister Lynaia Jordan Receives
Award from the NAACP

|
Kudos and Congratulations go out to
Sister Lynaia Jordan who was
nominated for the “Bill Lucy Legacy
Award” from the NAACP Randallstown
Branch, on May 31, 2025. Lynaia
received this award for her
humanitarian work in the community -
providing food and clothing for the
underserved community, as well as,
making sure the youth have the
necessary school supplies for their
educational needs. This award
recognizes  those  who have
significantly advanced labor and civil
rights through advocacy, leadership,
and innovative practices. Bill Lucy was
one of the most accomplished and
influential labor leaders in U.S.
history. He was Secretary-Treasurer
Emeritus of the AFSCME and passed
away at the age of 90 on

September 25, 2024. %

Tlank you Sister Betly and Sister Lynain for
all that you da to hely those in need,
God Bless You!




BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES
|

APRIL
Graylin Alston — 1st
Joycetta Brooks — 3rd
Josiah Parrish-Pettigen — 5t
Tanisha Cooper — 10t
Curtis Lyons, Jr. — 11th
Phyllis Willis — 13t
Betty Smith — 16t
Tyrone O'Neil - 17t
Manuel Tabron — 19t
Elissia Greer — 20t
Shayla Watson — 24t
Anniversaries
Craig & Jean Williams — 4t

MAY
Lucille Evans — 4t
Sheila Tabron - 18t
Jordyn Barnes - 20t
Brenda Jowers-Tasker — 20t
Albert Cooper — 20t
Sherry Jefferson — 20t
Ronald Canady — 24t
Sheltrice Holmes — 24t
Theresa Foster — 29t
Jesse Boyd - 291
Anniversaries
Steven & Tonya Waltrick — 2nd

JUNE
Glenda Curtis — 1st
Lynaia Jordan — 2nd
Wenda Royster — 4t
April Adams — 14t
Vernell Thames — 14
Craig Williams — 17t
Tasherria Boyd — 17t
Jasmine Lewis — 21st
Rayetta Anthony — 25t
Willette Parrish-Harris — 28t
Anniversaries
Willette & Dorothy Parrish-Harris — 1st
Archie & Patricia Alston — 5
Ronald & Carla Canady — 22

NEW DISCIPLES
|
Sister Mia Shular, 06/01/2025

Sister Lilita Pope, 06/01/2025

Sister Rashawna Lang, 06/01/2025
Brother Jaylin Brooks, 06/01/2025

Sister Anne Chester, 06/01/2025 reinstated

OUR MINISTRY TEAM

Dr. Walter L. Parrish, lll, Paston
Dr. Felicia Thomas

Reverend Derrick McCraw
Reverend Charles Johnson
Minister George Branch

Minister Chris Crawford

Elder Evelyn Alston

Elder Graylin Alston

Minister JoyAnne Amani
Reverend Constance Boykin

OUR DEACON MINISTRY

Rayetta Anthony ~ Jimmette Lewis, Chain
Graylin Alston Felicia McCraw

Ronald Canady Phyllis McNair

Kimika Hicks Ken Royster

Herbert Johnson

Bernadette Crowder-Johnson
OUR TRUSTEE MINISTRY

Brother Joseph Boyd

Sister Juliette Braman

Brother Dwayne Brown

Sister Tanisha Cooper, Chaiv
Sister Vernell Crawford

Brother John Scovens

UPCOMING EVENTS
|
Some eveuts have abready occwred

Satwrday, Juse T, 2025

Flea Market on the Parking Lot

See Sister Orthella Gray-Butler for further
information at 443-531-2026

8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Satwday, June 14, 2025

Men’s Rap, All men of Northside are
invited to attend, 9:00 a.m.

Sunday, June 22, 2025

Pastor’s 13t Anniversary will be
celebrated. Dinner will be served
immediately following service in McMillan
Hall.

Sunday, June 22, 2025

Guest Preacher, 11:00 a.m.
Rev. Dr. Jonathan R. Staples,
Senior Pastor

First Shiloh Baptist Church
Buffalo, New York

Satwiday, Juby 5, 2025

Flea Market on the Parking Lot

See Sister Orthella Gray-Butler for further
information at 443-531-2026

8:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Satwuday, August 2, 2025

Northside’s Annual Cookout
11:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
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