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ABSTRACT 

Environment is the surrounding in which all living beings exist. It is the way a human being and other 

living beings survive. Large part of the non living things are human- made. Human is the creator its true 

but nature is the mother of creation. To protect and preserve environment is the today’s concern of all. 

Human beings have created so many non-natural things that it is now destroying the nature itself. 

Environmental destruction and pollution has seriously threatened the human life, health and livelihood. 

Thus, there has been a thrust on the protection of environment the world over.  

If the quality of life is to be assured to the present generation and if the future generation is to be saved 

from the environmental catastrophic of the nature's gift to us in the form of flora and fauna has to be 

preserved in the natural form. Sustainable development is the main way to tackle the problem of 

environmental destruction. The object of the environmental law is to preserve and protect the nature's gift 

to men and women such as water air or an atmosphere from pollution. This law is made on the basis of 

protection of environment which is destroyed by the human being only. But the law alone cannot tackle 

the problem of pollution there must be awareness of the problem and sustained efforts are required to you 

take so that we can help our environment to do re- develop. 

Environment is a difficult word to define. The simple meaning related to surroundings but  obviously that 

is a concept which is relatable to whatever object it is which is surrounded. Man is nature's best promise 

and worst enemy. This statement is obviously true nature always nurtures us and human always hurt the 

environment. If for the progress of the society industries necessary pollution is inevitable since progress 

and pollution go together there can be no and of progress and consequently No escape from pollution. But 

if we have to survive then the pollution level have to be slowed down otherwise it will be tremendously 

difficult to survive in the polluted environment. 
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INTRODUCTION 

The protection of environment is a global issue and it is not an isolated problem of any area or nation. The 

problem of environmental pollution in an increasingly small world concerns all countries irrespective of 

their size level of development or ideology. The problem of environmental pollution is not new in its 

origin. It is as old as the emergence of Homo Sapiens on the planet. 

 

However different dimensions of the problem of environment protection and its management have taken 

a serious turn in the present era. Human beings are understanding that if they have to survive then it is 

very important that the environment exist. It is the basic right of all to live in a healthy environment. 

The crying need of the hour is the sustainable development. Sustainable development is that development 

which meets the need of the present without compromising the ability of future generation to meet their 

own needs.  

At present human beings are indeed at the heart of the search for sustainable development as our very 

survival depends on a very narrow range environmental conditions. 

With industrial and technological development mankind has not only improve the economic condition but 

also altered the natural ecological balance. Industrialization urbanization and erosion of biodiversity have 

affected the natural environment adversely. 

 

In order to achieve sustainable development environment protection constitutes an integral part of 

developmental process and it cannot be considered in isolation. There is a close relationship which exist 

between a healthy environment and economic condition of the community at large. The problem of 

environmental pollution is the problem of both the developed and underdeveloped Nations. In present 

century there is economic development in almost all the countries and this development is attaching the 

environment in the way of industrialization organisation etc. 

 

In India as elsewhere in the world uncontrolled growth and consequent environmental deterioration are 

fast assuming menacing proportions and All Indian cities and majority of the population are affected with 

the problem. Global warming ozone depletion and toxic air pollution are some of the negative effects of 

existing development strategy. Modern environmental law has its roots in the common law principles of 

nuisance. The substantive law for the protection of the citizen’s environment is basically that of common 

law relating to nuisance. Nuisance created by environmental pollution can also be controlled and regulated 

under the statutory provisions of Indian penal code and criminal procedure Code. Even under Civil 
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procedure Code there is a provision to control public nuisance. 

Law is a regulator of human conduct.  

 

Hence, the law plays an important role in the protection of environment from pollution by regulating the 

human activities. Environmental law is very important for the today's situation as environment must be 

protected. The constitution of India is perhaps the first constitution in the world which contains specific 

provision for the protection and improvement of the environment. It reflects the human rights approach to 

environment protection through various constitutional mandates. In India the concern for environment 

protection has not only been raised to the status of fundamental law of the land but it is also provided with 

human rights approach. 

 

Knowing the fact that cases involving issues of environmental pollution ecological destruction and conflict 

over natural resources are increasingly coming up for education and this case involve assessment and 

evolution of scientific and technical that are the Supreme Court has suggested the setting up of 

environmental quotes on the regional basis with one professional judge and to experts drawn from 

ecological science research group keeping in view the nature of the case and expertise required for its 

adjudication. There would be of course or right to appeal to Supreme Court from the decision of the 

environment court. 

There are different laws made for the different problems of environment. These include prevention and 

control of air pollution, prevention and control of water pollution, wildlife Protection and law, forest 

conservation and the law, the Environment Protection Act 1986 etc. 

 

CASE LAWS  

 

 1. In Narmada Bachao Andolan Vs. Union Of India(1998),  

The Supreme Court Directed The Sttse Undertaking To Take Remedial Steps To Overcome The 

Deficiencies So That All Civil Amenities As Envisaged By The Nwdt Award Are Made Available To The 

Citizens At The Earliest. The Court Also Directed The Petitioners To See That No Such Action Be 

Takenby Them Which May Come In The Way Of Completing The Relief And Rehabilitation At The Sites 

And No Celebrations Such As 4th Anniversary Of The Stoppage Of Work Are Undertaken In Future 

Because It Comes In The Way Of Completing Relief And Rehabilitation Work. 
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2. In M..C. Mehta Vs. Union Of India (1987),  

The Supreme Court Held That The Contention That The Respondents Being Private Corporate Bodies 

And Not “State” Within The Meaning Of Article 12, A Writ Petition Under Article 32 Would Not Lie 

Against Them, Cannot Be Accepted. 

3. Vellore Citizens’ Welfare Forum Vs. Union Of India (1996),  

The Supreme Court Has Asked The High Courts To Constitute A Special Bench “Green Bench” To 

Monitor And Deal With Cases On Environmental Matters. 

4. In M.C. Mehta Vs. Union Of India (2000),  

The Supreme Court Pointed Out That It Has To Be Borne In Mind That The Masterplan Of 1990 Made It 

Obligatory On The Hazardous Industries To Shift Within Three Years. No Time Limit Was Stipulated 

With Regard To The Existing Heavy And Large Industries, But The Spirit Clearly Was That They Should 

Shift Within A Reasonable Period Of Time. 

5. In M.C. Mehta Vs. Union Of India (2000),  

The Supreme Court Clarified That Towards The Construction Of Central Effluent Treatment Plant 

Contribution Must Be Made By All Industries In The Area Concerned And Construction Of Sewage 

Treatment Plants (Stp) By Individual Industries Cannot Be A Substitute For Cetp. 

6. In M.C. Mehta Vs.  Union Of India (2004),  

The Supreme Court Has Observed That Regularization Of Illegal Industrial Activity In Residential/Non-

Conforming Areas Cannot Be Done If It Results In Violation Of Right To Life Under Article 21 Of The 

Constitution Of India. 

7. In M.C. Mehta Vs. Union Of India (1987),  

The Supreme Court Held That In Order To Reduce The Element Of Risk To The Community From 

Industrial Hazards, The Government Of India Should Evolve A National Policy For Location Of Chemical 

And Other Hazardous Industries In Areas Where Population Is Scarce And There Is Little Hazard Or Risk 

To The Community, And When Hazardous Industries Are Located In Such Areas, Every Care Must Be 

Taken To See That Large Human Habitation Does Not Grow Around Them. There Should Preferably Be 

A Green Belt Of 1 To 5 Km. Width Around Such Hazardous Industries. 
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8. In V. Laksmipathy V. State(1992),  

The Karnataka High Court In A Public Interest Litigation(P.I.L) Directed The Municipal Corporation To 

Stop The Industries Set Up In The Residential Area. The Court Also Observed That The Land Which Is 

Earmarked For Residential Purposes Should Not Be Used For Setting Up The Industries. 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

In nutshell, we can conclude that Environmental Law is a collective term encompassing aspects of the law 

that provide protection to the environment. The purpose of Environmental Law is to protect the 

environment and create rules for how people can use natural resources. The main motive of the human 

beings for todays’s situation must be the environment protection. 
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