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ABSTRACT 

ENVIRONMENTAL POLLUTION is a very old and broad term, yet it keeps going same way like before 

and due to all hazardous things, we large amount of population is facing lot of problems but we tend to 

ignore all these things and due to our behaviour, we are facing such environmental issues. Human activities 

create lot of pollutions like industries, urbanization, global warming. Both developing and nation share 

same burden altogether. There are so many types of pollutions, like air pollution, water pollution, soil 

pollution, noise pollution, land pollution, plastic pollution, thermal pollution, radiation pollution and list 

goes on….altogether solutions to all such pollution is same and it affects health to living organism. 
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SECTION 2 (a) of environment protection act,1986 defines term ‘environment ‘as follows; Environment’ 

includes water, air and the land and relationship which exists amongst and between water, air and land 

and human beings, other living creatures, plants, microorganism and property. 

INTRODUCTION 

Environment means concerned with the protection of natural world of land, sea, air, plants and animals. 

There is no apt definition of environmental law. but its ranging to pollution control, protecting 

environment, species living a healthy lifestyle in the world of chose and pollution full. Different stagers 

define environment in different ways  

ALBERTA’S  

ENVIRONM ENTAL PROTECTION AND ENACTMENT ACT (EPEA) 

 

The Components of earth includes  

1 Atmospheric Layer  

2 Organic And Inorganic Matter  

3 Living Organisms 

4 Natural System 

However, environment is a wide term but it looks like simple and significant as only planet i.e., 

earth.These factors include species, alteration, living organism are … 

 Physical factors 

 Chemical factors 

 Biological factors 

Any unfavourable, happening or happening in environment is called environmental pollution .Air 

pollution Water pollution Land pollution  Noise pollution Radiation pollution Thermal pollution  

These are common pollution and many more pollution. Apart from so many pollution laws, international 

laws, every country has enacted laws regarding environment protection, pollution control etc.  

In India there are several acts for environmental protection and environmental pollution.Different 

legislation has given different laws regarding environmental laws 
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We need to educate population regarding environmental pollution so that our environment to be safe and 

secure education regarding this is so mandatory. 

Obviously, the environment contains all entities either living or nonliving, natural or manmade, external 

to oneself, and their inter relations it can add value to our lifestyles.It helps mankind, humankind in 

different aspect.Environment is degrading due to humans action it will affect our lives in future and 

longevity. 

IN BRITISH INDIA 

There must be different goals of humans regarding protection of environment for long run. Different 

policies should be made, strict laws regarding protection of environment. 

There are several ways to protect our environment and will help us in different ways like ensuring the 

long life of wild animals, wildlife, of human’s health, historical monuments, protection of ozone layer 

depletion.It is not solely the du8ty of government but of humans is more.as we are making pollution more 

so why government do it alone. Government can make laws but it is our duty to fulfil all those duties 

which is essential of us. 

If we look upon our history so in olden times forest were regarded as for hunting animals there were so 

many greeneries and animals but with time they are degrading 

There were so many wars and miss happening of lives, animal ls, of forest and what not.But during 

Britishers some of these things were banned like wastage of water and some more. 

Different policies came into force different rules regulation were made for protection of environmental 

law.Which were being followed by Indians as well as by Britishers. 

Like; 

 Shore’s nuisance act 1853 

 It imposed restriction on fouling of seawater. 

 Merchant shipping act 1858 deals with prevention of pollution in sea due to spelling of oil 

 Fisheries act 1897 

 Bengal smoke nuisance act 1912 

 Wild birds and animals’ protection act 1912 
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Some; laws came into force after independence  

INDIAN CONSTITUTION AND ENVIRONMENT 

Our Indian constitution as adopted 1950 deals with different subject of environment protection law or 

prevention and control of pollution as such 1976. 

In 1972 then came a landmark whose conference was held regarding human protection at Sweden which 

start on 5 June and continued till 16th June in which human environment got declared. That was known 

as the beginning of environmental movement. Main objective was to protect and conserve the environment 

Different articles of Indian constitution were made for this like; 

 48A 

 51A 

The department of environment was got established in 1980which was made to ensure healthy and better 

life and safe environment. 

There are some main environmental protection acts in India that are follows by; 

I. Forest conservation act 1980 

II. Air prevention and control of pollution 1981 

III. Air water pollution act 1981 

IV. Atomic energy act 1982 

V. Environmental protection act 1986 

VI. Environmental conservation act 1989 

VII. National environment tribunals 1955 

VIII. Nationals environmental appellate authority act 16997 

IX. Nema 1998 

Our Indian constituent also contain some specific rules laws regarding environmental law. Laws are made 

for every act of everything which in needed for welfare of society and of earth, population but it should 

be followed by us. 

Laws are for local area, cities, provinces, state, country and thus is our responsibility to follow there for 

our and everyone’s safety. 
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Our Indian constitution contain ARTICLE 21 which regards protection of personal life and liberty. 

so inherit personal life means lives of all living organism either hum Ans, animals. 

It’s equally the responsibility of citizens to take responsibilities to make India free from all pollutions. 

ARTICLE 47 : 

RESPONSIBILTY OF STSTE FOR ENVIROMENT PROTECTION  

Its mandatory for all citizens to protect our country and make India pollution free.There should be proper 

and reasonable steps to follow they should be effective and efficiently.They help our count try pollution 

free also does not harm anyone and which should be free from all aspects. 

In 1976 the constitution amended by article 48A which constitute and to afford province and protect and 

promote the environment.. Its because it will help each and every one living on earth. 

Environmental pollution is a most serious global challenge. Wild-type organism have been degrading day 

by day. we are rapidly increasing in technological ground but nobody is giving spotlight to environment. 

this is so hazardous chemical for vegetation and for growing crops like wheat, barley, bajra and so on.It 

creates obstacle for exploitation, coal deposit. 

In industrialized countries, rules and regulations are so strict and punishment is such that people have fear 

of doing any hazardous things on road our say anywhere.Though it can be possible for our country India 

to totally prevent pollution but it can be costly and it needs total eye on that. 

Environmental consequences of processing coal deposit and mining are deforestation, land damage, 

hydrological damage, water pollution, noise pollution, air pollution, ground vibration rock dispersal and 

visual impact. The current trend towards surface mining mechanization also aggravating 

problems.Decision making is so important for developing country for such hazard’s activities. 

CASE LAWS  

 In L.K KOOLWAL v state of Rajasthan and ors. 

Rajasthan high court held that maintaining quality of our environment, sanitation and health is covered 

under the purview of Article 21 of the constitution. Because noncompliance to do so can adversely affect 

the lives of many citizens and slow poisoning along with life of a citizens.  
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 Charan  lal sahu v UOI and ors. 

This can be the PIL in the interest of our independent judiciary with leading all the social justice. 

We are view that petition is an act against public interest. The petitioner must have overthought and 

override the limits of self importance which must be highlighted in PIL. 

We had already directed the registry not to give any limelight to the application based on these concepts 

for better functioning in future. 

It was held that the duty of state is to take proper effective adequate steps for the protection and 

enforcement of constitutional rights guaranteed under Article 21,48A and 51 (g) 

 M.C. MEHTA V UNION OF INDIA 1987  

Due to stone crushing activities in around Delhi was causing a huge problem of the pollution in the 

environment. The court was at conscious of inevitable consequences and about ecological problems 

caused due to industrial hazard activities in our country.in the name of environmental development, it 

cannot permit to degrading the quality of our ecology and it increase different forms of pollution to the 

extent that it becomes a health hazard to our lives of all our citizens and countrymen have a fresh and 

pollution free environment in which they can live and have a healthy lifestyle. 

Proceeding further ARTICLE 21 was a broad concept by judiciary to look upon the livelihood and preview 

those rights. The wider concept as this article has proved that benefit in keeping a strict check on the 

conduct and activities of government in context of measure taken by the authorities to protect our 

environment. 

The court further held that such hazardous activities need a prior permission due to human activities and 

old industries were reallocated. 

Who rethought the concept of our environmental jurisprudence in India through different PIL. Others did 

not respond on it and remain silent on such topics... Some of the landmark judgement having fair share in 

development of the environmental jurisprudence in India. 

 NARMADA BACHAO V/S UNION OF INDIA  

About 1946, then the government of our central provinces and Berar and the government of Bombay 

requested the waterways of central government. irrigation and navigation commission to take upon the 
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inquiry on Narmada River system for basin wise development to overview the flood control, overextension 

and irrigation of navigation as a main objective of its work. 

The matter has been discussed to a tribunal in 1968 constituted by the Inter-State Water Disputes Act, 

1956. Which was based on the agreement between the Chief Ministers of 4 States which was discussed in 

[Gujrat., Rajasthan and Maharashtra]in the tribunal which declared a award on 16thAugust 1978. In order 

to get the financial obligation, fulfilled consultations got started by 1978 by the World Bank for obtaining 

a huge loan. In May 1985 the loan got sanctioned, and in 1987 the Ministry of Environment and Forest 

accorded Environmental Clearance subject to certain conditions. 

The Supreme Court looked upon that the Sardar Sarovar Project have made a positive impact on the 

preservation of our environment. The project which has been long awaited by all the people of Gujarat to 

whom water got available by the drought prone or arid parts, this would can immensely help in effectively 

arresting ecological degradation by which it was returning to make these areas inhabitable due to 

advancement of desert, ground water depletion, nitrite, salinity in gross and fluoride affected water and 

vanishing green cover. The timespan ecology which has been observed in water dimensions was a stress 

boosting thing which will lead the to spread and cover our vast concept of sustainable agriculture. 

To get all the improvement of fodder availability, which will reduce pressure on bio-diversity and 

vegetation. The SSP by generating clean and eco-friendly environment that hydropower will be save to 

the air pollution which will otherwise take place in thermal general power of the similar category. 

Following all the above analysis, the Court gave a thought about to unfit in the interfere with the 

construction of the dam, as its advantages took over its all disadvantages. 

 The construction of the dam was allowed to subject in certain conditions. Such an interpretations of all 

Article 21 by the Supreme Court had done over the analysis long years which become the basis of 

environmental jurisprudence, and had been instrumental in helping in name of protection of India and its 

environment. Also, in addition to all this there now exists a lot of number laws relating to our environment, 

which enacted over the past few decades. 

 Taj Mahal Case 

Recently discovered Taj Mahal's case the Supreme Court issued directions that the coal and coke-based 

industries in Taj Trapezium (TTZ) which were damaging Taj should either change over to natural gas or 

to be relocation of such industries should be done outside TTZ. 
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 The court thought that was conscious decision that environmental changes are the drastically, inevitable 

consequences of all the industrial development in our vast country, but at the same time the quality of 

environment cannot be permitted to be damaged by polluting the land, air, water, thermal and also 

radiation to such an extent that it becomes a health hazard for the residents of all the area. Showing deep 

down concern to our whole environment, the Court observed that every citizen has a right to get fresh air 

and to live in pollution- free environment without pollution and clean and green environment. 

Again, the Supreme Court had directed to all citizens to protect the plants planted around Taj by the Forest 

Department as underThe Divisional Forest Officer, Agra was directed to take fast and immediate steps for 

seeing that the water is supplied to the plants or not... The Union Government has directed to do release 

the funds for all such works without delaying or wait for the receipt of the proposal by   the U.P. 

Government on that basis of the copy of the report will be given. Funding may be subsequently settled by 

the U.P. Government, but in any circumstances for want of funds the officer is directed to see that plants 

do get a life and provide a great environment.  

The apex Court have given so many directions which includes banning the use of coak and coal and giving 

direction to the industries utilize maximum use of Compressed Natural Gas (CNG). 

 Ganges Pollution Case: 

The Supreme Court of India is reacting to the public interest litigations has passed so many judgments and 

a number of Orders against polluting industries numbering more than fifty thousand in the Ganga basin. 

As a result of these directions millions of people have been saved from the effects of air and water pollution 

in Ganga basin covering so many states in India. 

 Kamal Nathan Case 

The irony of this leading case is that a Public Interest Litigation was filed. There are so many people in 

whose family some are doing great work but others don’t the supreme court looks all the issues regarding 

such things. 

 When other aspects are seen the provisions of the Indian Constitution for protection of our environment. 

The 42nd amendment of our constitution was brought about in the year 1974 makes it the responsibility 

of every citizen and of the state government to improve and protect the environment and to safeguard the 

wildlife and forest of our country. Then, under the fundamental duties, obliged and put a pressure to follow 
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fundamental duty by every citizen to protect and improve the natural environment including lakes, forest, 

wildlife and rivers to have proper balance with all living creatures in country. 

The Article 47 provides that is the duty of the state, to raise the standard of living by providing good 

nutritious food and that will tremendously increase wellbeing and will power of people. The state should 

prohibit such intoxicated drinks, drugs. Though some doctor tells to consume wine but the amount should 

be fixed. Art. 48A provides that the state shall endeavour to protect and improve the environment and to 

safeguard the forests and wildlife of the country as a whole. 

Article 51A, talks about the Constitution by the 42nd amendment Act, 1976 has the provisions as 

fundamental duties, says that it shall be the duty of every individual of our country that is India to work 

on the improvement and for protection for wildlife that will tremendously help in improvement of 

forest,lakes,rivers, and wildlife and we can create a best environment for all living creature be it any 

humans, animals and to safeguard all public and private property and this can help in avoiding all kind of 

violence. 

Writ jurisdiction that is ARTICLE 32 of Indian constitution is the soul and heart of our country without 

that there would be no use of our fundamental rights that can be conferred in Supreme Court ARTICLE 

32 or high court ARTICLE 226. Under these provisions, the courts have the power to issue any direction 

or orders or writs, including writs in the nature of the habeas corpus, mandamus, prohibition, quo- 

warranto and certiorari, whichever is appropriate. This has paved so many ways for one of very dynamic 

and effective mechanism for the protection of environment that is PIL. 

ROLE OF PANCHAYAT AND MUNICIPALITIES 

The Constitution (Seventy-third Amendment) Act 1992 and the Constitution (Seventy Amendment) Act 

1992 have given a Constitutional status to the panchayats and the Municipalities respectively. Article 243-

B provides establishment of district level. Article 243-G authorise the legislature of state to endow the 

panchayats with all powers and authority as may be necessary to enable them to function as institution of 

self-government. 

The eleventh schedule along with other matters contain following maters that are directly or indirectly 

related to environment like …. 

 Soil conservation 

 Water management 
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 Agriculture 

 Sanitation 

 Conservancy 

 Urban forestry 

 Solid waste management and  

 Ecological aspects. 

The matters, which are related to environment in different schedule, may be enumerated as follows. 

Urban planning including town planning regulation of land use water supply; and forestry and farm 

forestry minor forest produce: drinking water; health and sanitation; and maintenance of community 

assets. There are so many issues regarding all this environment people see so many perks about 

environmental pollution. These matters affect in so many ways regarding so many issues provision of 

urban amenities such as park grounds; cremation grounds and electric crematoriums; prevention of cruelty 

to animals ‘regulation slaughter houses and tanneries. 

CONCLUSION  

In India, the concern for environmental protection has not only been raised to the status of fundamental 

law of the land, but it is also wedded with human rights approach and it so much established so many 

basic humans right of so many individuals to live in pollution free environment with full human dignity. 

It is high time that the general public, public entities, state and central government realize the damage, 

which our developmental process has made to the living environment. 

After so many successive years the local government laws relating to the environment it is essential to 

create a sense of civic consciousness and public hygiene in use of municipal service like roads, public 

places, drainage etc. services like roads, public places, drainage etc. strict enforcement of the provisions 

of law is a strong medium to compel the citizens observe cleanliness and combat pollution. 

Environmental pollution laws in India need a new orientation in modern era. 

As said by famous PAUL BIGELOW SEARS How far must suffering and misery go before, we see that 

even in the day of vast cities and powerful machines, the good earth is our mother and if we destroy her, 

we destroy ourselves. 
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