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Dear friends, 

 

As we celebrate 20 years of impact, the miracles we see in the lives of the women at the Refuge 

and their families are nothing short of the mighty hand of God.  

   

HIStory: 
 

In 2004, a beautiful couple, Joan and Ed Clements, moved to St Johns County to retire. Joan 
began ministering to women in the St Johns County jail. During her time in the jail, she saw the need 
for Jesus, discipleship, and a safe place for women to have a fresh start. She and Ed began praying 
over this leading in their hearts to open a home to help women. 

 

Another beautiful woman in the community, Myrtle Hollingsworth, learned about Joan and 
Ed and the desire God placed on their hearts to help women coming from hard places. Long story 
short, Myrtle, Joan and Ed came together, and the doors of the Women's Refuge of St Johns 
County opened in 2005. Till this day, we help women from all walks of life, including women coming 
from incarceration, detox centers, abusive situations, homelessness, and some are court ordered to 
our program under probationary status.  
 

We welcome all women who are serious about lasting change. 
 

The Women's Refuge of St Johns County is a 12 to 24-month, residential program. Our Program 

is intensive and structured. We provide weekly counseling, support, and accountability. A key focus in 

our program is identity. The women come to know who they are in Christ - Who God says they are. 

 

The women are discipled in the Word of God while working through trauma and gaining skills 

for life. They work through life issues, such as codependency, fear, forgiveness, anger management, 

drug education, relapse prevention, boundaries, family issues, financial management, and so much more. 

 

Our ladies learn how to care for a home. They pre-plan meals, budget, grocery shop together, 

cook dinners for the home, and have weekly chores. When the time is right, the ladies open bank 

accounts and we help them secure healthy employment. 

 

We celebrate completion of the program with a graduation and a certificate. By this time, the 

women have built a strong support system and they are ready to move forward.  Many of the women 

choose to stay longer to transition successfully.  
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“Behold, I am doing a new thing; 
    now it springs forth, do you not perceive it? 

I will make a way in the wilderness 
    and rivers in the desert.” 

~Isaiah 43:19~ 

20 Years of Miracles! 

http://www.womensrefugeofstjo.com/
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We are in the beginning stages of building another home on our property. Our home is full, we 

have a wait list, and the need is growing. Please see our campaign brochure enclosed, and visit our 

webpage for details:  https://womensrefugeofstjo.com/foundation-of-hope 

 
THANK YOU for coming alongside us and for your prayers. We cannot do it without you. 

 

Behold, HE is doing a new thing! 

~God is GREAT, and GREATLY to be PRAISED~ 

 

 

From the Heart of a Resident ~ Bonnie 
I grew up in a loving Christian home. Even though my parents were wonderful, I  
still rebelled and got involved with drugs and alcohol, and I was in and out of jail. 

I got pregnant at the age of 22. The birth of my twins still was not reason enough for me to quit. 
It would take a stint in prison for me to fall to my knees and finally accept Jesus as my Savior and my Lord. 

It was during my time in Ocala prison that I found the Women’s Refuge of St Johns County. 
I have been in the Refuge program for over 10 months now. During my time here, I have learned a lot about 

myself and God, and I strive to take every thought captive to make it obedient to Christ. 
I now have a wonderful relationship with my family and my 17-year-old twins, 

and I cannot wait to see what God has planned for my life with Him. 
 

~Jeremiah 29:11~ 
“For I know the plans I have for you says the Lord. Plans to give you hope and a future” 

 

 

 

His Kingdom Come, 

 

Debbie Morales 

Executive Director 

JOIN US! 
 

Saturday, September 6, 2025 

For a day of golf while supporting the Women’s Refuge ministry 
 

Visit our page for details: 

womensrefugeofstjo.com/golf-tournament-2025 
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