
 
 
 
Dos for a New Puppy Owner: 
1. **Do establish a routine** – Puppies thrive on consistency, so set regular times for 
feeding, potty breaks, and playtime. 
2. **Do start basic training early** – Begin with commands like "sit," "stay," and "come" 
using positive reinforcement. 
3. **Do socialize your puppy** – Introduce your puppy to different environments, people, 
and other dogs to prevent behavioral issues. 
4. **Do provide plenty of exercise and play** – Puppies have lots of energy, and regular 
exercise helps keep them calm and healthy. 
5. **Do schedule regular vet checkups** – Ensure your puppy gets vaccinations, 
deworming, and general health checkups. 
6. **Do puppy-proof your home** – Remove hazards like toxic plants, small objects, and 
anything they might chew on. 
7. **Do offer safe chew toys** – Puppies need to chew to soothe teething discomfort, so 
provide toys designed for them. 
8. **Do be patient** – Puppies will make mistakes, especially with house training, so 
patience and consistency are key. 
Don’ts for a New Puppy Owner: 
1. **Don’t punish harshly** – Negative reinforcement can cause fear and anxiety; 
instead, focus on positive training methods. 
2. **Don’t overfeed or feed table scraps** – Stick to puppy food recommended by your 
vet to ensure balanced nutrition. 
3. **Don’t leave your puppy unsupervised** – Puppies can easily get into trouble or 
develop bad habits if left alone too long. 
4. **Don’t skip crate training** – A crate can be a helpful tool for potty training and giving 
your puppy a safe space. 
5. **Don’t neglect mental stimulation** – In addition to physical exercise, provide puzzle 
toys or training sessions to challenge your puppy’s mind. 
6. **Don’t wait too long to start socializing** – The earlier your puppy learns to interact 
with the world, the more confident and well-adjusted they will become. 
7. **Don’t ignore dental care** – Start brushing your puppy’s teeth early to prevent 
future dental issues. 
8. **Don’t expect instant obedience** – Training takes time and consistency, so set 
realistic expectations. 
 
 I have read everything on this list and I understand and 
agree:_____________________________ 


