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Winners of Akhil Bhartiya Pratibha Puraskar
2017-2018
NIKITA BANAWALIKAR, Dance (Kathak)
(Maharashtra)

KATHAK from

& holding a Masters in Kathak with Distinction , Nikita has undergone her
lmnlu of kathak under the guidance of Dr.Manjiri.Deo for past 10yrsand later under Ms.Sanjukta Sinha ,disciple of Smt Kumudini
Lakhia, & was associated with Kadamb Centre of Dance& Music ,Ahmedadbad. A recipient of Ministry of culture young artist
scholarship, NIKITA has REPRESENTED INDIA twice FOR 8th&9thsouth ASIAN UNIVERSITIES YOUTH FESTIVAL AT LUCKNOW and
Udaipur (MARCH 2014 &15) FOR CLASSICAL DANCE after winning GOLD medal at NATIONAL LEVEL YOUTH FESTIVAL by ALL INDIA
UNIVERSITIES, She is a recipient of many prestigious awards such as Menaka Award for 2 consecutive years, Gopi Krishna National
Award,PT.V.D.Paluskaraward, NRUTYA VILASINI, Women's Artist Gulld Trophy,Nrutyasadhak award, Gold Medal at Mood Indigo (IIT-
B) ,Akshata Kulkarni Memorial trophy for 3 consecutive yrs. She recently toured Europe giving her performances and conducting
workshops at Germany,Rome and Paris.Her past include Delhi Arts Festival festival Mumbai,

ICCR (Bangkok), Aveg at NCPA (Mumbai), NATARANI AHMEDABAD,MONSOON FESTIVAL Mumbai, INDRADHANUSH DILLI
DELHIKINKINI FESTIVAL,SHIVOTSAV KOLHAPUR, JOSEPHITE FESTIVALINTERNATIONAL CHINESE CONFERENCE KALAKSHETRA
CHENNAI PRITHVI FESTIVALwith Kadamb centre for dance. Octave festival, Brahma Sadhana Samaroh, Tarang Utsav, Kishor Sangeet
Samellan to name a few. She aims to be a well known kathak exponent & take up the initiative to spread cultural awareness

throughout the world.

Percussion (Pakhawaz)

Ruturaj Bhaktraj Bhosle
(Maharashtra)

Coming from a long lineage of musicians of the “Varkari Sampradaya”
tradition, Ruturaj had the privilege to be able to imbibe musical values
right from birth through his father, his first Pakhawaj Guru. His

dfather was a well d Kirtan singer, thus giving me a good
understanding of vocal music too. This upbringing helped shape a holistic approach to Pakhawaj playing. List
of Awards & Competitions won

. Kala Vikas Puraskar, Bhimsen Music Foundation, Gadag - 2017
. “Pakhawaj Player of the Year”, Akhil Bharatiya Varkari Mandal - 2013
o Balshree President Award, Government of India — 2011

. CCRT Schol. for Gh d —2008

. 1st Prize: All India Taal-Vadya Competition, Aurangabad ~ 2005

. 1st Prize: Maharashtra State Level Taal-Vadya Competition — 2004

Winners of Akhil Bhartiya Pratibha Puraskar 2017-2018
Instrumental (Sitar)

Smarajit Kumar Sen (west Bengal)

Smarajit Sen is a born talented musician of his own style, a solid flamboyance with his blasting
hands and depth of a creative brain, which gives him a distinguished identity.
He started his journey at the age of 7, under the tutelage of Prof. Sukumar Chanda, later he
became a disciple of Sarod maestro Pt.Buddhadev Dasgupta. He also took guidance from Ustad
Shahid Pervez Khan. Smarajit is an ‘A-GRADE’ artiste of All India Radio & Television, received National Scholarship, UGC

& ITC Sangeet R h for several years. He received many awards like Pt. Gyan Prakash
Ghosh Memorial Award, Outstanding Artiste Award from State Music Academy, Pt. Visnutroy Sangeet Samman from
Raipur, and many more.He has Two Solo Albums, and plenty of other albums in collaborations with Maestros like Ustad
Rashid Khan, Pt Banerjee, Pt. and many more. His 1st album, named “Spirituoso”, which
is containing his very deep research and experiment with Western Classical Music,that was tremendously appreciated by
listeners, while the 2nd one, “Divine "is Indian Classical (C ing Raga Bil Todi,
Marwa & Tilak Kamod).He has also performed with Legends and stalwarts like Smt. Lata Mangeshkar, Asha Bhosle, Pt.
Birju Maharaj, Kaushiki Chakraborty, Ghazal Maestro Ghulam Ali ji and also to name a few more.

ANAGHA BHAT, Hindustani Music, Vocal (Karnataka)
Anagha was initiated into Hindustani Classical Music by her parents. She trained under Smt. Geeta Hegde before
ing training under Pandit Ulhas atthe ITC Sangeet Research Academy. Born in a family

of music lovers, Anagha was initiated into Hindustani classical music by her parents. She trained under Smt. Geetha
Hegde, based in before ing training under Pandit Ulhas

at the ITC Sangeet h Academy, Kolkata since 2014, as a student-Scholar She
also holds a Bachelors in Computer Science Engineering Masters in and a Hindustani music. ,
Ministry of Culture, New Delhi, Gowvt. of India - 2017 Junior Fellowship , Govt. of India - 2016
Junior Research Fellowship (JRF) by UGC of fellowship for Hindustani Raag Sangeet by INLAKS
India Foundation, Mumbai INLAKS Music Award(2016) Scholarships including the in Music by
the HRD Ministry, Scholarships from National Sursagar, Nritya
Academy, CCRT, New Delhi.
Represented India for the , by Muziek Mozaiek,and i - held in
o = Ethno Music Project Belgium and Germany in 2014. Part of the Indian Delegationto Programme
- held in Indo - Cultural Concerts in several prestigious music platforms including -
Jalandhar, - Baba Harivallabh Sangeet Samaroh ITCSRA Kolkata, - Chennai, - Jalandhar, - Chennayilthiruvayuru Paras
Kala Manch Ustad Abdul Kareem Khan Music Festival d, - Cochin, , - Bharathi -
Rasikapriya Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan Academy of Music Alvas Nudisiri - Moodbidri, Kalashree - Udupi amongst several
others. Performaces abroad - - Nice,Theatre Michel Daner - Baeusoleil in Ressonance Shudhha, Centre Culturel de I3
Providence France, Dranouter World music Festival Belgium and Germany, USA, Indira , Ethno - Ghent - Surbahar —
Maryland, Gandhi Centre for Indian Culture - Mauritius and Rodrigues. Top prizes at the National Baba Harivallabh Sangeet
Pratiyogita - Jalandhar, Indo - China Cultural Council, ~ Pune,
“Gaanalahar” by the Ministry of Youth Services & Sports, Prathibha Puraskaar by the Ministry of Women & Child
Development — Bangalore amongst several others. One of the top finalists at the first national level classical music reality
show, by D and SPICMACAY.
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SOUMITRA THAKUR (sitar, Jharkhand))

Halling from the rich and glorious heritage of the

Bishnupur Gharana, he began his training in sitar at

the tender age of four from his guru and Uncle Shri

'- Prashanta Thakur who in turn took talim from the

royais of the Bishnupur Gharana like Sangeet Nayak

i} | Shri Gopeshwar Bandopadhyay (Grandfather),

\ / Pandit Satya Kinkar Bandopadhyay and many more,

After training in the basics of sitar and classical

music from Shri Thakur, he is now under the tutelage of sitar maestro
Pt. Kushal Das of the Maihar Gharana in Kolkata,

He Is fortunate enough to have received the warmth and blessings of
Ustad Rashid Khan and Pt. Alok Lahiri to name a few: His baaj reflects
the Maihar and the Imdadkhani Etawah Gharana. He has performed
for ALR.. Doordarshan and all over the country in cities like Delh,
Kolkata, Mumbal, Pune, Lunawala, Hyderabad, Jaipur, ete. for a myriad
functions as well as private concerts.

In addition to performing in solo concerts, Soumitra has also
performed in innumerable jugalbandis and collaborations with a bevy
of other instrumentalists and vocalists alike. He is also a part of a
group project ‘Sangam” which secks to bring a melodic amalgamation
of the Hindustani and Carnatic genres of Indian Classical music
through a fusion of their respective styles and symphonies, He started
his musical journey at an early age of four,

Recipient of the Balshree Award (President’s Award) for creative
performance in 2009 from the then Honorable President of India, Smt.
Pratibha Patil. Recipient of the National Scholarship from the Ministry
of Human Resource Development, Government of India (CCRT) for
sitar in 2007 (under the junior category) as well as in 2014 (under the
senior category). Invited and performed a solo Sitar performance at
‘Navodit- Festival of Arts’ organized by the East Zonal Cultural Centre
at Shantiniketan, WB in 2015, Secured 1st position at the “20th
Natlonal Youth Festival Competition” in 2016.

Conferee of the ‘Chacha Nehru Scholarship” from the National Councll
of Educational Research and Training (NCERT), India for Excellence in
Creativity at a National level from 2009 to 2012,

Awarded the 1st position in "‘Doverfane Music Conference’, Kolkata in
the instrumental category for the 18-25 year age bracket. Also
felicitated as the ‘Best Instrumentalist’ of the year 2011-2012,

Selected to perform at the ‘Shakhri Begum Memorial Trust” (SBMT),
Kolkata, an institute pioncered by the legendary Ustad Rashid Khan
chosen to perform at the ‘Doverlane Music Conference, Kolkata in
August 2011 for securing the 1st position in a talent search contest
held earlier Also, felicitated by HE Gowvernor of Jharkbhand for
representing the state at a National Level In 2012, Invited to perform
as a guest artist at the 34th National Games Celebrations in Jharkhand.
Performed for, shared the stage with and sought blessings from Sri Sri
Ravi Shankar, humanitarian, spiritual leader and ambassador of peace,
founder of the Art of Living.

SHIVANGI MANDKE (Kathak Dance, Pune)

A Senior disciple of guru Smt. Rujuta Soman
(Disciple of Late guru Dr; RohiniBhate).

Shivangi has been taking her lessons in kathak for
last 13 years. Along with her guru Rujuta Soman,
she is also taking guidance of Taal and Laya from Pr.
Suresh Talwalkar.

She has performed on various occasions with RSCA (Rujuta Soman
Cultural Academy) in Delhi, Gujarat, Mumbai and also for 1CCR (Indian
coundil for cultural relations) in European countries - Germany,
Switzerland, Serbia, Spain, Croatia, Montenegro and Austria. She is
currently pursuing her Masters in Sanskrit from Pune University; and
Is also working with RSCA as a dance teacher.

RAAGINI SUDHAKAR DEOLEY (vocal, Ujjain, Madhya

Raagini Deoley is the daughter and disciple of a
renowned classical vocalist Pandit Sudhakar Deoley
who is himself a disciple of Padmshree Pandit
Jitendra Abhisheki, Raagini has taken primary
lessons of classical music from her Mother Smt
Sandhya Deoley.

At present Raagini Is under able guidance of P
Sudhakar Deoley for Jaipur , Agra and Gwalior Gharana Gayaki by
Gurushishya Parampara from past 10 years. Raaginl’s performance
comprises not only of dassical music but also other aspects of music
like Tappa, Thumri, Hindi and Marathi Bhajans ete,

Raagint has obtained Sangect Visharad from Gandhary Mandal and at
present is perusing Bachelors of Music from Raja MansinghTomar
University of Music and Arts, Gwalior.

NOTABLE PERFORMANCES:

« Pandit Jitendra Abhisheki Sangect Samahroh, Ujjain

* Yuva Khoj Samahroh (Abhinav Kala Parishad), Bhopal

¢ Maharashtra Mandal, Korba (Chattisgarh)

* Mangal Murti Mahotsav, Ujjain

» Shree Rokde Smriti Samahroh, Akaltara (Chattisgarh)

« Ragayan, Gwaltor

AWARDS AND ACHIEVEMENTS:

o State Level Lata Mangeshkar Alankaran Samahroh (junior group),
Indore- First position

« State Level Youth Festival , Bhopal - First position

« National Level Youth Festival , Raipur- First Runner up

o Pandit Bhatkhande Smriti Samahroh, Ujjain = First pesition

* Yuva Khoj "Kal Ke Kalakar” Samman by Abhinav Kala Parishad |
Bhopal

o Gaurav Bruhan Mabarashtracha, Bruban Maharashira Mandal . New
Delhi
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The dancing feet and vocal skils of little Urja Rai impressed one and all in the audienc
mesmerized even the veterans by her skills that she displayed beautifully on the stage.
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‘Dilwale’ crosses
Rs.100 crore mark

The Arts and Cuiture Trust of India organized a

Lords from heavens came down on earth.

lane of all the connaisseurs.

5 Itwas a two-day felicitation event ‘Tradition 2015
orgainsed by Arts and Culture Trust of India. The
veterans from the field of arts and music were duly

vinners list

andthe audience was just left enthralled.

giving the awards in the present ci The

glittering Awards evening ‘Traditions 2015’ where
veterans were felicitated. It was an evening when the

The sparkiing evening which witnessed all the arts and
music lovers under one sky wil go down the memory

recognized and felickated. The evening was graced by Mukhtar Abbas Nagvi, Minister,

Taking a dig atthe '‘Award Wapsi campaign Mr Naqvi said that one has to think twice

Traditions 2015: In a glittering
evening stars of the cultural
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A Discussing its noble endeavors she said that the Trust extends a helping hand to those-who.are.
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Narayan Sigh and Rama Vaidynathan. Children from across the world were also appregiated and. .4, Chhattisgarh

Aman Verma engaged to Vandana Lalwani
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