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 Mid-Season of Epiphany 

The Rev. Benjamin Lee Lentz 

“Do you hear what these children are saying?” they asked 
him. “Yes,” replied Jesus, “have you never read, ‘From the 
lips of  children and infants you, Lord, have called forth 
your praise?’”  
                                                                      Matthew 21:16] 

Previous starts of Epiphany blur together for 
me, but I cannot believe that I will ever forget 
this past January 6th. It goes without saying that 
so far this has been quite some Epiphany.  
 

This year, the start of the Christian season of 
Epiphany, the celebration of the manifestation of 
Christ to the world was sullied by insurrection. 
This year many "christians" (yes, read with a 
small 'c' and with 'finger quotes') have  
manifested to the world who their true god is.  
 

Many of these misguided (delusional?) 
“christians”, instead of sharing with the world 
the light of Christ filled with love and shalom 
(true peace), chose rather to spew hatred and 
fear. Evidently they forgot:  “But what comes out 
of the mouth proceeds from the heart, and this is what 
defiles.” [Matthew 15:18] 
 

A skewed political agenda trumped their faith in 
the Christ they profess to follow. 
 

It seemed that this was going to be a very light-
less Epiphany, but that turned out only to be a 
false start. Epiphany  got a “jump-start” two 
weeks later when onto the stage stepped a 
“child”. In the very place others tried to spread 
darkness, Amanda Gorman proclaimed: 

“For there is always light,  
 If only we’re brave enough to see it,  
If only we’re brave enough to be it.”  

                             [Amanda Gorman, 1/20/21, Inaugural Poem] 

Not literally a child, but when you’re my age—
well—you understand my perspective. To say I 
was impressed is insufficient—I had tears in my 
eyes listening to her poem. 
 

In a time of darkness brought about by political 
self-interest and pandemic, in a time of  dark  
social media posts by conspiracy theorists, our 
faith is challenged more than ever. She  
responded: “For there is always light, - IF...”  
 

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Lutheran pastor,  
theologian, and ultimately martyred by the  
Nazis, put being a Christian in perspective: “It is 
only because he became like us that we can become 
like him.” [The Cost of Discipleship]  
 

This is the reason for the incarnation: so that we 
can become Christ-like. To have the faith and 
courage to strive to be the light of Christ to a 
broken and sinful world is the call of every 
Christian. 
 

I find on social media that many think that 
simply re-posting “religious memes”, by saying 
‘Amen’ and sharing it, is all it takes to be faith-
ful. Bonhoeffer would have called this “cheap 
grace”. 
 

No ‘ifs’: discipleship, being a Christian, is to be 
brave enough to be the hands and feet and heart 
of Christ where we are—all the time. 

 

 Epiphany - Lent - February, 2021 
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It’s going to be a 
very different 
kind of both Su-
per Bowl and 
Souper Bowl 
this year. Usual-
ly, we place a 
soup pot at the 

baptismal font and folks drop in a dollar or more 
for each family member (pets, too!).  The amount 
of money  collected is reported to the national 
organization, but, all funds are used locally.   

This year we’re asking you to mail a donation to 
the church office to fight hunger - Lord knows 
that people are hurting during this pandemic as 
jobs are lost and rent is due. Make your check out 
to Trinity and write “Souper Bowl” on the for 
line. We’ll then write one check and send it to the 
Valley Food Pantry. 

Shrove Tuesday 
This will be the first 
year, possibly in 
Trinity’s long histo-
ry, but certainly in 
the 30 years your 
editor has been 
here, that there will 

be no Pancake Supper. So, here’s a suggestion - 
have your own at home. Check the pantry for 
some Krusteaz or Bisquick, or get some butter-
milk and make your own favorite recipe, or my 
Grandfather’s:  Papa’s Buttermilk pancakes: 
2 C. Buttermilk 
1 tsp each: sugar, salt, baking powder, baking  
soda  
1 egg 
1 C flour (plus up to 1/2 C more to get the con-
sistency of heavy cream) 
Grease the griddle each time. 
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February at Trinity 

Worship on Sun-
days in the 
church is current-
ly suspended due 
to Covid-19. 

 
 

Weekly envelopes - replacements have finally ar-
rived, this time, they were not left in 3 feet of snow. 
Some of them have been delivered, some of you will 
pick yours up at the abbreviated Annual Meeting on 
January 31. If you did not pledge, but would like a 
box of envelopes, we do have some extras. Call or 
email the church office. Pledges for 2021. Many of 
you responded with either one-time gifts or pledges 
for 2021 and your gifts and promises will keep the 
church and her ministry going another year. It is not 
too late to send in a pledge.   

Our 179th Annual Meeting - by the time you read 
this, the meeting will have been held. The diocese 
required us to have some sort of meeting in the 
month of January - our regularly scheduled time is 
the last Sunday in January. Bishop Kevin allowed 10 
to gather, which is more than 10% of our active mem-
bers. A vote of our membership is required for the 
vestry members. The current vestry will continue to 
serve if approved. We have the minimum required 
number of vestry members and would welcome 
more; we can revisit this when we begin corporate 
worship again. At this time, we have no idea when 
that might be. 

Bible Study Proposal 

While writing my latest rumination for the newslet-
ter, I realized that I am basically raising questions 
that I think you might have, then I answer these im-
aginary questions. This is a safe approach but some-
times avoiding the really difficult questions. 

This Lent - Ash Wednesday is February 17th - I’d like 
to experiment with a Bible Study that we can do dur-
ing the pandemic. I am proposing that I will weekly 
formulate a written presentation offered through the 
newsletter mailing list, both on-line and snail mail. 
As you look through the presentation, I encourage 
you to make note of questions you might have rising 
from the presentation. You can then either email 
them to me (or Barbara) or text or telephone them 
into me. 

The next week I will attempt to address those ques-
tions before moving on to another presentation. 
Don’t be afraid that your question isn’t important. 
You’d be surprised at how many other people might 
have the same question. Besides, I’ll keep the author-
ship of the questions anonymous. 

I’m thinking that the Gospel According to Mark 
might easily fit a weekly Lenten study. If this is suc-
cessful, we could consider continuing with Biblical 
books that you suggest. 

Interested? Let me know by texting or phoning (570-
423-1858) or emailing (blentz69@gmail.com). 

                   Fr. Ben 

To seek and serve Christ in all people 


