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not something he would expect to hear. He sat right up, ready to go

_out to trace the source of the sound. The moment he got out of his




FALTERING

With a duffle coat over his pyjamas and a pair of
black suede boots, he made his way out of the
door into the frosty forest outside. As he got
near the forest, the chimes got clearer and
louder. The chimes had an undertone -- the faint
- ' sound of faltering steps. ©
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Before long, it was standing right in front of Nic - a real
reindeer! It was the most magnificent, majestic creature Nic
hadeverseen. A4 s
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B The reindeer turned away
| and started walking away.
7% Fj:}l:a moment, Nic thought it
@ wanted to leave him. Afier
all, it would be unusual for a
reindeer to want a stranger's
P company. But then, it
‘paused. It turned around,

Jooked at Nic and gave off'a
= o1 blcat,

i Nic asked,
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Nic walked behind the
reindeer as it made its
way to the forest. "l
cannot call yvou deer
forever. Younced a
name... [ fow about
Walker? You are such a
walker, aren't you?" Nic
reached down to touch
his now rather sore
calves.

As he reached down, he
noticed something -
Walker was following a
sctof footprints. It was

retracing its steps!
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Clearing

A A
" \g walk,
ned a SNnow-
clearing. Nic
ould not believe his

other reindeer!

But where is the sleigh?
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With that question whirling in his head, Nic looked
and looked until he spotted it -- a reindeer with a
sleigh! The sleigh looked like it had seen better
days though.

Where is Santa then?



‘ ‘ Walker and |ts mates seemed to be P
y ) gettlng weak. There was no visible
nw\ wounds on them, so Nic gathered |

‘ that they were probably hungry

" Nic started gathering fallen
» branches for them. It was

\

-

' December -- the leaves were all
withered but they did not seem to
mmd at all They looked famlshed




Bizarre

-

After the reindeer had regained their strength, they
started playing with Nic. It was a game most bizarre.
They formed a circle around Nic and would not let him
out of that circle. If he tried to break out of the circle,

one of them would run towards him and nudged him
Wk back into the middle.
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Tint

Nic soon gave up
running. Being
surrounded by such
majestic creatures
was not a bad way to
pass crisp wintry day
anyway. So he just
sat there in the
clearing, surrounded
by reindeer.

As the sun began to
set, the snow
- adopted a golden tint
¥ and the shadow cast
by the reindeer grew
longer.
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It was then Nic held
the now familiar
chimes coming from
the bells in his
pocket. He looked
inside the pocket, he
saw something most
magical -- the bells
were glowing like
stars with an
iridescent glow
around it.

Jemme  |ridescent




o, " That iridescent glow soon -
turned into hundreds and

hundreds of fairy dust
floating in the air. Magic was
now scattered in the air.




)
Vilavallexd| It was not just the
bells in Nic's

pocket that were

i ringing, but all the
\ - Dbells on each of the
reindeer there.

Nic marvelled at
the wonders
surrounding him.
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Nic looked down at
his feet and finally
got an inkling of what
the whirlwind of fairy
dust was about -- it
cloaked him W|th



3 A reindeer parked the sleigh




