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Miriam J. Buckley gave 35 dedicated years to Billerica Memorial High School,
shaping the mathematical minds of countless students from 1967 through 2002. Her
guiding philosophy — "You take a student from where they start and bring them
along." — captured her unwavering belief that every student has the capacity to grow.

She held high expectations across all levels of learners, bringing an enthusiastic
energy and a genuine sense of humor to her teaching that made even the most
challenging material approachable. Her impact was profound. One of her former
students, who went on to attend MIT, wrote directly to the school administration to
credit Mrs. Buckley's instruction as the foundation that made their success at one of
the nation's most rigorous universities possible.

As a Horace Mann Teacher, Mrs. Buckley was instrumental in developing
Achievement Review and Review Math — two courses designed to improve SAT scores
— which were incorporated both into the Program of Studies and offered as after-
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school sessions. She was also among the first computer science teachers at the high
school, teaching the programming language FORTRAN.

Over many summers, she contributed to curriculum development and course
revisions. She served as Yearbook Advisor, National Honor Society Advisor, and Class
Advisor, shepherding students through Graduation, Class Day, and the Billerica Blast.
Beyond the classroom, Mrs. Buckley served on the NEASC accreditation steering
committee on multiple occasions, participated as a visiting evaluator at another high

school, and held roles on the School Improvement Council and Faculty Advisory
Committee.

In the broader community, she was an active member of Billerica Partners for
Education and the Billerica Federation of Teachers, ensuring open and productive
dialogue among all members of the school community.

Miriam Buckley did not just teach mathematics — she built futures, mentored
colleagues, and devoted herself fully to the Billerica school community she loved.




